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THE flECLlNt 'AND FAtT. 

c h a p; ^rg^consideria! |]be humble piety of Gratian as 
xxvii. tbC'firstand most usdalof his virtues. Thevictory 
of Colir.ar had defive|igd the^West from a formi- 
dable invasion ; andthc^fSrfefiil provinces of the 
Ehst ascribed the merits of TheSdosius to the 
author of Ms greatness, and of the public safety. 
Gratian survived those memorable events only 
four or five' years *, but he survived his reputa- 
tfofi ; and,* before he fell a victim to rebellion. 

His defects. ‘ ^fli^fisMarkahle alteration of his character or 
conduct, may hot be imputed to the arts of flat- 
tery, which had besieged the sonof Valentinian 
from ^is headstrahg passions 

Arthore'attentive view of the life of Gratian, may 
pe^df^ suggest the true cause of the disappoint- 
ment of the public hopes. Ilis apparent ’vir- 
tues, instead of being the hardy productions of 
experience and advertity,we?e the premature and 
artificial fruitsbf a royal education. The anxious 
t enderness of his father was continually e&pbgttit 
^ him those advantages, which he 

m^ght perhaps esteem the more highly, as he 
himself had been deprived of them; andfhemost 
skilful>p|asters of every science, and of every art, 
had laboured to form mind and body" of the 
young pripce.* The kupwledge which tlieypnin- 

V«*t*fintan mu less attentive to the rtKgioa of bit son ,-sineeSe 
intrusted Uh Gratian to Ausonim. a professed pagan, 

: : • V, i -r* V * : -- • ’}. (Menu 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


fully communicated wasdisplayed with ostenta- chap. 
tion, and celebrated with lavish praise. His soft xxvn - 
and tractable disposition received the fair impres- 
sion of their judicious precepts, and the absence 
of passion might easily be mistakenforthestrength 
of reason. His preceptors gradually rose to the 
rank and consequence, of ministers of §tate; b 
and, as they wisely dissembled their secret author- 

P r< > 

priety,afld with judgment, dn the most ^apo^ant 
occasions of his life and reign. But the influence 
of this elaborate instruction did not penetrate be- 


so accurately guided the steps of their royal pupil, 
could not infuse into his feeble and indolent chal 
racier, the vigorous and independent principle of 
action, which rendersthe laborious pursuit, of 



almost- to the existence, ^tbeberp- As soon as 
time and accident had removed those faithful 
counsellors from the throne, the emperor of • the 
W est insensibly descended to the level of his na- 
tural genius ; abandoned the reigns of government 
to th^ hfflbitic> us hands which Were stretched for- 
wards to grasp them ; and amused his Insure 
with the most frivoM^ gra tifications; ; ^publje ” 
sale of favour and injustice Was instituted, JboOi 

(Mem. de 1* Academic des Inscription*, ttta. xr» p. I i ij-1 jfe 
poetical fame of Ausonius condemns the taste ofhfe 

b Auscnius was successively promoted to the pretofian prefec Uae 
of Italy* (A* D. 377), and qf Gaul, (A. B, 37S); and was at length 
invented with the consulship, (A. D. 370). He expressed his grjui- . 
fudeii*^ servile and insipid piece of flattery, (Actio Q rat jar urn, p v 
690-73^), whfe-h has survived more worthy production 



* .'Slif B AND FALL 

chap. in t^e cQurt, and is%pv^s,,j»j.^e worth* 
xx\ p. ^ejegatos of hi$ power, whose .merit it was 

made sacrilege to<piestk>n. c The conscience of 
the <ef^djdous f^iwe and 

bishof^;% who procured, an imperial edict to 
a> capital Venice, tire •. Tiplation, the 
ne 

Among the various arts which had,,exer- 
eited, the youth of Gratiaa, he had applied himself. 


;^lni the dignity,; of 
whole days in- the vain dis- 
play of his dexterify and boldness In the ehaoe, 
5The piSde and wish of ti>^-^iicn 4 $i%eror , to 
excel in an art, iniWhfcb fee nnight be surpassed 
by the nuroife&ef his slaves, reminded the nu- 
merous spectators of the examples of Nero and 


ksdi: i.i u :* aw: vm r sgg ipne* n iti ■ ^TuTr^Ti ft* 


* S * * *-*?■*# J “* ’f 
I rfrt £*ri r* r }~ 


’ ■ -<iSWP*- * 000 "Portet. «gf» fMtor 
<»» aqbitare. an I* digtius tat, quern clegerit UBperafc& , -.(Ssfax Justi- 
nfaa. t it, tiv xjil, leg. 1 This conrenfeil kp* wfa rerwW and pro- 
mulgated, afte* the death of Gratiaa, hy the feeble eoui^ of Milan. 

V thetrfogieai neatias on 

«* faith of fe Ti^yt anA TOemont (mat. fa Empereurs. tom. 


^ ta>.nu ainjwnrur^ torn, 

ascribe* to the archbishop the merit of CSfctiim’s in- 


... 1 S '* *“ Ictit $ Bm nescietido oinittunt, aut ncgKgend<‘ 

Tiolaht, et "sactttegiym committufrt. Codex' JtistinLn. I. ix. 
tit. xxix, leg. 1. ^TKtodosius indeed may claim his riiarc fn the merit 
«f this comprehensive law. f 
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383. 


an was a stranger to their monstrous vices; and chap. 
bis hands were stained only with the blood of XXVI1 - 
animals/ *\ : V - - — - 

The behaviour of Gratian, Which degraded his Discontent 
character in the eyes of mankind, could not have bo^L 
disturbed the security of his reign, if the army ^p 8 ’ 
had not been provoke'd to resent their pecufiar 
injuries. r As tong as Jbe ^QHhg s dmperoP was 

” Sh ar p 

ssiedlhimself the friend and pupil olftf * 
many of his hours were spent in the familiar con- 
versation of the 
fotts, &e 


and the health, the com- 

^hfa j&ithfbl 

3 S, appeared to be the objedt 
concern. But, after Gratian more freely indulged 
his prevailing taste for hunting and shooting, he 
naturally connected himself with the most dex- 

body ~ A 

and domestic service of 
mirable skill, which they were amis termed ‘^dis- 
play in the unbounded plains of Scythia; ivas 
exercised on a rifcre narrow theatre,in the parks 
arid iaerostlres of Gaul. Gratian admired the 
talents and customs of these favourite guards, to 
whom alone he intni&tetbtjbe defence- of his per- 
son : and, as if he meant to* insult the public opi- 
nion, he frequently shewed hMMttothmi0kts 

f Ammianus (xxxi, 10) and th» younger Victor «ii»owlcdgc the 
virtues of Gratian ; and accuse* or rather lament, his degenerate taste. 
t$e odious parallel of Commodus is saved by « licit incruentus 
aftdperhaps Philostorgius (L x, c. 16, and Godefroy* p. 41?) bad 
guarded, with some similar reserve, the comparison of Nero. 

B 3 



f amlthe ad- 
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%MvW. sounding quiver* and the fur garments, of a 
' nxmnvtn gey tfiian warrior. ’Tie unworthy spectacle of a 
Rcman“prhice* who had renounced the dress and 
manners of his country* filled the minds of the 
Iegigns with grief and indignation.* Even the 
(Germans, so strong and formidable in the armies 
of the empire, aflected to disdain the Strange and 
horrid appearance of the savages of the 'North, 
who, in the spd^ d^n'%w^^n^^al'wdhdered 
frpmth^1»ahks of thc’Volgn to tfese’trf'lffe Seine. 
Aloud and licentious murmur was echoedthrough 
the camps and garrisons of the West ; and as the 
mild indolence of'Gratian neglected to extinguish 
the first sy nintoms-of discontent, the wautof love 
supplied by the influence 
oflear. But the subversion of an established 
government is always a Work of some real, and 
of much apparent, difficulty ; and the throne of 
Gratianwas protected hy the sanctions of custom, 
law, rdig^urt; # ta e ».'iriaflce or the civil 
and mi|i£aifjf powers, which had been established 
by the policy of Constantine. It is not very im- 
pOrtant to inquire from What causes the revolt of 
Britain was; produced. Accident is commonly 
the parent of disorder ; the seeds of rebellion 
happened to fall on a soil 'Which Was supposed to 
be more fruitful than anyother in tyrants and 

« Xpaimns (i. iv, p. 2*7) and the younger Victor ascribe the ro 
vol utien totbe favour of the Alani, and the discontent of the Roman 
troop* DWfccxcreitani negligeret, et paucos ex Aiaoia, quos ingenti 
sure adaetntnstufenrt, antefcrret veteri ac Romano milfti. 
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usurpers ? the legions of that sequestered island _ 

had long been famous for a spirit of presumption 

and arrogance ;? - and the name of Maximus was 
proclaimed by the tumultuary, but unanimous 
a oice, both of the soldiers and of the provincials. i„ Britain. 

The emperor, or the rebel, for his title was not 
yet ascertained by fortuue,was a native of Spain, 
the countryman, the fellow-sopfr», and the rival 

without some emotions of envy and resen truent : 
the events of his life had long since fixed him in 
Britain; andlshoul4not be unwilling to find some 

eyidyo^ ^ to h ave 

contracted with the daughter^ 
of Caernarvonshire . 11 But this provincial JfBik 
might justly be considered as a state of exile and 
obscurity ; and .if. Maximus bail obtained any 
civil was not invested with 

the “authority either of goverqgr or general . 1 


h Britannia fertiiis provineia tyranrionSBl < b%'a*imMMbfe 
sion, used by Jerora in the Pelagian controversy, end 
in the dispute* of our national antiquaries. The revolutions of t||* l»»t 
age appeared to justify the image of the sublime Bossuet, •* cette isle, 
plaa oragetiae fple fes mers qui l'enrirorriient.’' *» *• v>; 

1 »-ft— ~ sUfm at the British soldiers, *■«».« XXtn mertann eUn aeta.lt 


f m***' *•* at 

Caerfegont, now En^and, voLi, F-U>8. 

from Rowland’s Mona Antiqua). The prudent reader u^f UApcr- 
haps be satisfied with such Welsh evident^?. ^ _ 

i Cambden (tol i, introduce p. *tf *ppmt»teBg0*m*x of 
Britain ; and the father of our antiquities i» followed, as toBWi, By his 
blind progeny. Pacatus.nd Zosimus had taken sotneprihsto prevent 
this erroTor fable; and l shaH protect myself by tKar derntre tesU- 

B>aoies Regali habitu exvlem sutaa, iHi eiuJes orbis indoerunt, (in 
Ponegyr. Vet. xii, 23), and the Greek historian, still less equivocally, 
rrvttf (Maximus) h d« w tfhfw ir»z* o. n ‘> P* 
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CHAP. 

xxva. 



and even his integrity, are acknow- 
~ writers of the age ; and the 
merit must ipdeed bavebcen conspicuous, that 
c<wld escort, such a confession in favour of the 
vanquished enemy ofTheodosius. The discon- 
tent of Maximus might incline him to censure the 
conduct of Jus sovereign, and to encourage, per- 
haps without any views of ambition,. the mur- 
murs^ of the troops. But in the midst ofthe 



howigiven tO his own positivedeclaratioftythat 
he was compelled to accept the dangerous present 
of the imperial purple.” • . 

Sf"' But there * 

Gnttian. C 

/-P-* SUiSB IflOAHHUS UUU 

violated his allegiance to his lawful sovereign, he 
could not hope to reign, or even to live, if he 
confined his moderate ambition within the "nar- 
row limits of Britain, He boldly and wisely re- 
solved to ^ designs of Gratkn ; the 

youth ofthejsiand crowded to his standard, and 
he invaded Caul with a fleet 

we $fc3®Pft afterwards rememl 
tion.* The emperor* in his 


, -which 
b as the enai- 



7 - i vii. c. 34, p. &$e. 

<SUlpid, “ haA bCtn ** «*■«» Lifi li.no. 
««Wwd menu !t is ringolar enough, that Maximus should be' less 
^ Wfgrtrau ed by Zbsfawta. the partial adversary of hi, rival: 

*- Vbher Britan. Secies. p/lOf/lOS) 

^ **“"* 0f •*- *■* «<* tte continent! 
^ •****». Mitisted of 30,000 soldiers, and lOO.OOO ; 

plefwfen?, 


4 
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of Paris, was alarmed byihemhostile approach ; chap, 
and the darts whiehhe idly Wasted on lions and 
bears, migbfrhaveheen employed more honour- 
ably againstihe rebels. But bis feeble efforts 
announced his degenerate spirit and desperate 
situation; and deprived him of a the resources, 
which he still might have found; ' ift the support 
of lus subjeetsand allies, r The armies of Gaul, 
ins 


ceiied him with joyful and loyal 
and the shame of the desertion was transferred 
from the people to the prmee. The troops, 
w hosepgtetiogmntw^h wfat i dy a ttadied them to 
the service of the palace, abandoned the'StSSBldard 
of Gratian the first time that it was disphryedda 
the neighbourhood of Paris. The emperor of 
the West fled? towards- Lyons, with a t#ain of 
on^brag»tm^*tod 'hame%i *ndr 
.along the road, wiwfeitt 

or at least a passage, he WBS&*8®|^btofhy -bftiel 
experience, that every gate is shut ' 
unfortunate; Yet -he might still have reached^!# 4 
safety# the dominions of his brother ; and soon 
liave netaritod with the forces of Italy and the 
East ; if hohadaot toffered himselfto be fatally 
deceived by the per&fiottv the Lyon* 

nese provfciee. Gratian was amused by protesta- 
tions of doubtful fidelity, and f 



plebeians, who settled in Ri^etagne. St* Ur- 

sulawith U ,000 noble, «ad 60,000 plebeian, virgias* mistook their 
way^Jfcnded at Cologne, and we all most eraelly murdered by tb* 
HmkglJQpt the plebeian sisters h<*ve been dsfr^uded of tbeir e^ael 
honours^ and, what m still harder, John Trithemius presumes to 
mention the o ktfdrex of these British virgin*. 
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CHAP. stijjpcat, which could not be effectual; till the 
^^^•artivalof Andragathius, thegeneralof the cavalry 
^ of Maximus, pofcun end to his suspense. -That 

resolute, officer executed, without remorse, the 
orders, orthuinteniionsjof the usurper, Gra- 
tian,ashe roseffomsupper,was delivered into 

. _-l _ - . — _ « • * * » a a i *1 

A* D. 383, 

Aug. 85, 


Valentinian.* The death of the emperor was 



tw^the test moment of his life, the ambiguous 
reputation, which isthejust recompenceof obscure 
and subtle policy. 11 These executions might be 



< ab^^^tecCs of 4he West, had the merit, mid 
the satisfaction, of boasting, that except those 
who had perished, by the chance of^war,'hife#i-, 
umph was not stained by the blood,o£ s 4he.|to- 
mans.'* .. x ..s,-;.- 


f, p.*2IS, Stt) Ihw transported the death ofGra- 
ti*n frxwn Lugdunum inCaul (Lyons) to Singtdunuin in Mcesia. 
Som* bints may beextracted from the Chronicles ; some lies may be 
d£fectM% Steomen, (b vtf,c. IS), end Rberatea, (1. v, r. 11). Ain- 
tanked tour most Authentic evidence, (torn, i, Enarrat. in FttaJm Ixi* 
ji. 9fil ; r tojn- ii, epist. \£iv, p. 9SH, &c. and de Obit& Valentiniaiu 
Consolat. Nn. p. 118?). ’ ^ * 

r Pacattt* m, t m while jfctreacbfcry is 

marfcediB Prosper 7 * Chronicle, w tbscause of the ruin of Gratian. 
Ambrose, who has occasion to exculpate himself, only condemns the 
death of Vallio, a faithful' servant of Gratian, (tom. ii,-«pisi.1tjav t 
tftfc, edit. Be nedxrt.). ,-t - 1 . - . 1 * , 

* He -protested, nuilum’ ex adrcrs&riis nisi in acie otrubuissc* Sulj;. 
Severn* h VH. B. Martin, c. 23. The orator of Theodosius bestows 
reluctant* Ah^ttatfort Weighty, prate on hi* clemency, hi cui ille, 
pro ceteris *ceteribus sui$> *v*a# crwdcli* fuisse yidetur. (Panegjr. 
Vet. xii, ?8). 
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The events of this revolution had passed in ch ap. 
such rapid succession, that it would have been xxv »~ 
impossible forTheodosius to march to the relief Treaty of 
of his benefaetor, before he*received the iritellj- 
gen'ce of his defeat and death. During the sea- Maximus 
son of sincere grief, or ostentatious mourning, ^ iU8 , 
the Eastern empwor was interrupted by the ear- ^ ? D - 383 - 
rival of theprineipal cfaamberiaiwof Maximus ; 


an 


ofiKlS’Which was usually exercised by ‘f&tmiWi*,' 
announced to the court of Constantinople the- 


gravity and temperance Of the British usurper. 
The ^i^W^^t^sriiSiAssteiided tojustify, or ex- 


cuse, the conduct of his master 
in specious language, that the murder of Gratian 
had been perpetrated without his knowledge or 
consents by the precipitate zeal of the soldiers. 
Bh&h&^proeeeded, in a firm and equaltone, to 
. offer Theodosius tb^alt«#na^of s |«Mee^ war. 

The speech of the ambassadhr cOBduded witha 
• spirited declaration, that although MdifcilhlttSpss 
a Roman, and as the father of bis people, WfcwM 
choose Hitherto employ his forces inrtbe common 
defeSee^^ge republic, he Was armed and 
prepatelc'if'tt' ifriendship -should be rejected, 
to dispute, in a lield <if battler, the empire of 
the world. An immedmtekand peremptory 
answer was required ; but - it K wa»‘ extreme^ 
difficult for Theodosius to satisfy, on. tlm? im- 
portant occasion, either the feeHUgso^dus own 
or the expectations of the public. The 
imperious voice of honour and gratitude called 
aloud for revenge. From the liberality of Gta* 
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FAtL 


CH4.IV - fHiitffflT "thr imperial diadetttT his 

p&riBneewOUld encourage the Odious suspicion, 
thgfc sensible Offormer 
ipjtiries^thln Of rdtfriit dWIgationSr and if he 
aeeeptedtfcefriendship, hemust^eeih to share the 
gttift^of^tbe-hssitssili. Even Hhd principles of 
pillSeer aad^tte interest of society,- wbttldiftSceive 
a fetal bleOv from the impnnttj Of MaXhhds 1 : ?and 
the Sample Of successful usurpation wouldtehd 
to dMv^*«a*M 

.nnd-OBsie ’ r^ftirige-tJtt IWS' [ WWP%H lW? 

crimes and calamities of the preceding age. But, 
as the sentiments of gratitude and honour should 
invariably regulate tlieconductofan individual, 
they may- 



nsiKj^ns hfifldr^f jtMice and humanity must per- 
mit -"Ike fcjbspe of an atrocious criminal, if ah 
innocent people would be involved int 




most waii^|ih9ttneraE f of the empire : tte ^lst . 
was exhairsted by tire misfortune^ ’ add even % 
tb& Atecess, of the Gothic war ; and it was 
se5doM%'to-bd*apprehended, that, after the vital 
strength" of the public had been lasted in 
a doubtful: and destructive contest, the feeble 
conqueror would remain an easy prey to the bar- 
barians of the North. « ■ These weighty conhdera- 


rueht, aBd tq apcrejrt the alliance of fhe tyrant. 


himself with the possession of the countries be- 
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yond the The brother anfCratian was crap. 

confirmed andseeuredin tbasevereignty of Italy, ^ gH ~ 
Afriea > .iaiKL tfc^sit'estepn IUyricain ;and some 
hoj^mablecondationswere insertedin the treaty, 
te f protect- the memory, and the laws, of* the 
deceased emperor. 1 According to the customof 
the age,tfae images of the three iraperiah col- 
leagues tyeretexiiibiied to ; the neaesiiioteQf'the 

s moment of a solemn recone^a^o##-3®W» 
dosius secretly cherished the intention of 


and revenge* 8 k* *> -• 

dte*»had exposed him -^Mhp^|Wtift|lMwi(t dox edicts 
of their resentment. His profound 
for the Christian clergy was rewarded by the a. d. 3 so. 
applauseand gratitmleofapowerfntorderiwhich 



The orthodox bishops he Wadedthfa deathv dted 

their; own irreparable loss ;• but 

cotpforted by tibe discovery, that Gratihliyted 



» Mid fervent zeal, 
. , . , abilities of a 

• 4 .• - :• , i 

f Ambrose mehtions the laws of Gratian, qtuis non abrog»ri| 

(tom. ii, epist. xvil, p. 827). ’ ^ ^ 

•Zreomus, L iv, p. 251,, 252. We may 
pi cions ; but we cannot reject the treaty of 
of ’Theodosius have absolutely forgotten, or s%htfjfOTnw>ned. 

*£Their oracle* the archbishop of Milan, asatgns to Ms pupil G«- 
tian jtn higb and respectable place in beaten* (tom, H, de ObiuVa). 

ConSpfpIim). 
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THBflBBCJJXE AKD FALL 


chap. o^iiteteteH’ch, the fame of Constantine hasbeen 
xxytf - rivalled by, the glory of Theodosias-If Constan- 
tine hadtbe advaidageoferectingthe standard of 
tl^cross,theeimdatk>a ofhis successor assumed 


themeritofsubduing Omi Ariaa hereby* and of 
abolishing the; worship of idols ; in - the Roman 
Worlds ' Theodosius was the first of theewperprs 
baptised ia the true faith of theTrinity. Although 
he . was born of a Christian family, the maxims, 



he waa admonished of the danger of delay, by the 
serious illness which threatened Ids life, towards 
the end of the first year of his, reign. Before he 



,1 the 

orthodox ^bishop of : Thessalonica;’' and, as, the 
emperor ascended from the holy font, still glow* 
ing with the warm feelings of regeneration, ho 
dictated a solemn ctlict, wldch proclam}Of^iiro^b 
faith, mwl prescribed theiiteligiaaaf Ids subjects. 


“ It is par pleasure (such is. th&imperiab style) 
“ that all the nations, which are governed by our 
“ clemency and moderation, should stedfastly 
“ adhere to tto religion which was taught by St, 

' "I 11 *-*•'' - \ '*>;* ” : s' r 

a For the baptism of Theodosius, sec Soiome n a (I- vii, t. 4) ; 
Socrates, (h v, c. 6), and Tiifemont, (HSat* idea Empcrffira, tom. v, 

p. * . , , 

1 Ascolius, or Acholius, waahonouredby the friendship, and the’ 
praises, of Ambrose ; who style* him, murus fidei atque sapetitatis, 
(tom- ii, episU av, p. 820); and afterwards celebrates his speedpnd 
diligence in running to Constantinople, Italy* &c. (epist xvi, p, ; 
a virtue which does not appertain either to a waU % or a btwhojt* 
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Peter to theRomans; which faithful tradition 
‘ has preserved ; and w hich is sow professed by 
‘ the poatiff Daraasus, and by Peter, bishop of 
‘ Alexandria,^ man of apostolic holiness. Ac- 
! cording to the discipline of ^theaposttes, and 
! the doctrine of the gospel, let us believe the 
■ sole deity of the: Father, the Son, and the 
Uply Ghosts under an equal majesty,; and a 


CHAP. 

XXVII. 


“ this doetrine to assume the ■ titiei flf ?€UMhs 
“ Christians; and as we judge, that all others are 
“ extravagant-madmen, we braadthem with the 
“ iftfamo naiimtnr ofehtenatk?; and dedare, that 
“ their tJOnventicles shall no longerusnrptke , 
“ respectable appellation of churches.' Besides < 
“ the condemnation of Divine justice, they must 
“ expeet tosoffer the severe penalties, which our 
“ by he&yenly.wisdoavsball 

*faith of a soldier is commonly the&uitofinstj'Br- 
tion, ratherthan of inquiry ; but as tbe-«»|jgeror\.,‘ 
always fixed bis eyes on the visiUe land-marksbf 
orthodoxy, whicbhe had so prudently constituted . 
his rehgioes tfhdons were never affected by the 
specious ^d^^h^HuhtfexE^iuitonts, and the 
ambiguous creeds of the Arian doctors. Once 
indeed he expressed a faint in&inatioato converse 
with the eloquent and learned Eunomius, who 
lived in retirement at a small distance from Con- 


1 Codex. Theodos. 1. rvi» tit, i, leg. with Godefft)^ Commen- 
ts fy* tom. vi, p. 5-9. Such an edict deserved the wannest praises 
of Barooflis, auream sanctionern, edictum pinra et salutare— Sic itur 
ad astra. 
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0 h a Butttedangeroaa^Bterview was pre- 

' rg3 ^^ nfefecd by the prayers of theerapress Flaeeilla, 
; wlmh^iiUediftrAe4ah«th>»^ s of her husband ; 
■*' and the^Bffitd,nhThe0doshis<was c(mhrmed by a 

adaptedtothertidest eapa- 
at^i."^eJ^^^yhestow«#vo&hfe J eldest son, 
-Arfcadms, the nameatohonours of^AitgSJStus ; 
and -the two princes » were*- seated -on-; a stately 
fchronetoreceive the homage of their'stffejeets. 



tfafepferaon of hiasorereign; he accostedthefdyal 


youth -with the same familiar tenderness, which 


he might hare -used towards a plebeian child. 
Proyofcedby4hi»«^^ 



•- 'MSM^K^dntnM^MMGh fri® presetoe: Butw^ 


gusddswere forcing' hhn to the door, the dex- 
terous polemic ha< 
exclaiming, -with 
“ treatment; Sftipertoffi *4nefr t «heKing ; of * 

“ Heaven hiss prepared for ttose hhpiotis indn, 

**■ who affect to worship the Father, bat refuse to 
** aeksowledge the ‘ equal majesty of his divine- 
“ Sbrt.-* Theodosias immediately embraced the 
bistop of Iconium; and never forgot the import- 
ant lesson, which he had r6ee*ve<i"froin this dra- 
matic parable* ■** b:w in.opu- • *-. ' 

■ -id- if* i ?<r;:n ,• -V' r 

* Sozomen, L vfi, c. 6 ; Theoddret, L ▼, c. 16* 'ftHemont is dis- 
'ffcfcfcfc (Mem. Eccle$. tom- vi, p. 627, 628) wit!* tkjs ten»s ©f 
“i^-WshoF," «» Obscure city.” Yet I must take Wy to think, 
that hath Amplrilochius and Iconium were object* of inconsiderable , 
magnitude in the Roman empire. 






OF 'THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


Constantinople was the principal seat and for- chap. 
tress of Arianism ; and, in a long interval of forty xxvtI ~ 
years,* the faith of the princes and prelates, who Arianism 
reigned in the capital of the East, was rejected in "f n o°“ e stan ’ 
the purer schools of Rome and Alexandria. The a. d. 340- 
archiepiseopal throne of Macedonius, which had 
been polluted with so much Christian blood, was 
successively filled by Eudoxus and Damophiius. 
Ttekdioceseenjoyeda free importation of vice 
aad error from every province of the empire; the 
eager pursuit of religious controversy afforded a 
new occupation to the busy idleness of the metro- 
polis ; and we may credit the assertion of an in- 
telligent observer* who describes, with some 
pleasantry, the effects of their loquaeious zeal. 

'• This city,” says lie, “ is full of mechanics and 
“ slaves, who are all of them profound theolo- 
^gipsSkii^Bjpd preach in. the shops, and ia the 
“ streets. If you desire aman to-obange apiece 
“ of silver, he informs you, wherein the Son 
“ differs from the Father : if you ask^ 4 |% price 
“ of a loafi you are told, by way of replyythat 

the Son is inferior to the Father; and if you 
f‘ inqfiire whether the. bath is ready; the answer 
“ is, yns.roade nut of nothing.”* 

* Sozoraen, L vii, c. 5, Socrates, L r* c. |V, MarceDin. is Ghrtm, ' 

The accounHof forty years must be datedifrocl the election or intru- 
sion of Eusebios $ who wisely exchanged the bishopric of Nioofnedia 
for the throne of Constantinople. . . v-. 4 

v. h See Jortin’s Remarks on Ecclesiastical History, ynl. ir, p. 71. 

The thirty-third Oration of Gregory Nazianzen affords indeed somb 
similar ideas, even some still more ntiicttloos; but 1 have not yet 
found the a words of this remarkable passage, which I allege on thd 
faith of a correct and liberal scholar. % 

VO I.* V* C 





id 

CHAP. 

XXVII. 


Gregory 

Nazianzen 


TR* 0ECL1K# mn fALL 

The heretics, of various denominations, subsisted 
ill peace under the protectioB of the Arians of 
Constantinople ; "Who endeavoured to secure the 
attachment ofthose obscure sectaries ; while they 
abused, With unrelenting severity, the victory 
which they had obtained over the followers of the 
council of Nice. During the partial reigns of 
Constantius and V alens, the feeble remnant of the 
Homoousians was deprived of the public and pri- 
vate exercise of their- religion^ andk it has been 



flodt was left without a sbepherd to wander on 
the mountains, or to be devoured by rapacious 
wolves.' But, as their zeal, instead of being 
subdued, derived strength affiA yigour fisom op- 


fr&eekim; which they acquired by the death of 
Valens, to form themselves into a regular congre- 
gation; under the conduct of an episcopal pastor. 

, Two natives of Cappadocia; 

Nazianzen, d were distinguished above all theft 
contemporaries,® by the rare union of profane 


\Seethe thirty-second Oration of Gregory Nazianzen, and the 
account of his own life, which he has composed in 1800 iambic* 
Yet every physician is prone to exaggerate the inveterate nature of 
the disease which he has cured* - * 

& I confess myself deeply indebted to the tod fcvcx of Gregory 
Xazianzen, composed* with very different views, bf THie*tant, (Mem. 
Ecctes. tom. ix, p. 305-580, 692-731), and Le Clerc r <BibIiotheque 
Universelle, tom. xviii, p* 1-1 28> 

Unless Gregory Nazianzen mistook thirty years in hi* own age, 
be wwborn, as well as, hi* friend Basil, about the year 329. The 
preposterous chronology of Suidas has been graciously received ; be- 
cause it removes the scandal of Gregory’s father, a saint likewise, 
begetting children, after he became a bishop, (THlemont, Mem* 
Eccles. tom, ix, p. 693-697). 
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eloquence and of orthodox piety. These orators, chap. 
who might sometimes be compared, by them- 
selves, and by the public, to the most celebrated 
of 'the ancient Greeks, were united by the ties of 
the strictest friendship. They hadcultivated, with 
equal ardour, the same liberal studies in the 
schools of Athens ; they had retired, with 
equal devotion, to the same solitude in the deserts 
ofc-JKontus^ and every spark of emulation, or 
envy, appeared to be totally extinguished in tfae 
holy and ingenious breasts of Gregory and Basil. 

But the exaltation of Basil, from a private life to 


the arehfep iseoptri throne of Caesarea, discovered 
to the world, and perhaps to himself, thepride of 
his character ; and the first favour which hecon- 
descended to bestow on his friend was received, 
and perhaps was intended, as a cruel insult/ 



goryin sorrte useful and conspicuous Station, the 
haughty prelate selected, among the fifty bishop* 
lies of his extensive province, the wretehidrittage 


* Gregory’s Poem on his - own life contains some beautiful lines, 
<tom* ii* jw 8), which bum from the heart, and speak the pangs of 
injure# and lctft £feiBdsftip.<~- 

' afttM 

O f**rry*r r* **i nmfdf £*»#* 

N«f hg m * Y i' • * * '/.i ? *' *> 

Mir*, ~ r - * l'~ 

*r*; f iXflTiS**. ' ''J&tf 

In the Midsummer Night’s Dream, Helenia addresses 
tic complaint to her friend Hermia.— v 1 Y ^ ^ 

Is all the counsel that we two ’ r 
The sister’s vows, 6U* * " ' ' 

Shakespeare had never read the pdetnrf of Gregory Nazianzcn ; hfcwt* 
igftilhtot of tfefc #reelt language i but his mother-tongue, the langbag* 
of nature, is the same in Cappadocia and in Britain* 


<; 


o 
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CHAP. 

XXVlt. 


Accepts the 
mission of 
Constanti- 
nople, 

A. D, S78, 
November. 


T»E 0ICUNE ANX> HALL 

, * Jp * < h „- ‘ • * 

of Sasima/ without water, without verdure, with- 
tftli ’iffrfieiy, situate at the junction of three high' 
Ways, and frequented onlyhytbe inceSsiant passage 
Of rude ahd Clamorous wag^btfers. Gregory sub- 
ihitted With reluctance to this humiliating exile: 
he was ordained bishop of Saskna : but be so- 
lethnlyprotests, that he never consummated his 
spiritual marriage With this disgusting bride. He 
afterwards consented to undertake the govern- 
ment of his Mtiyfc4!h^i®h^®£>l^a^nzus, h of 
which tdS father had been bishop aixwb-.five and 
forty years. Hut as he was st ill conscious, that ne 
deserved another audience, and another theatre, 
he accepted, with 'no unworthy ambition, the 


honourable invitation, Which ;^ds- addressed to 

AdfeSuA 6. Mr w* j -S.M- \ A“_ J Y 



l iri the' capital, Gregory was ienter- 
ih the house of a pious and charitable 
kinsman ; the most spacious room was consecrated 
to the uses of religious 

ofAiut&asiawas chosentb express the resurrectioft 
of the Nicene faith. This private conventicle 
Was afterwards converted into a magnificent 
Church ; and the credulity of the succeeding age 


* This unfavourable portrait of Sasima is draws by Gregory 
Naziansrp, (torn, ii, de VK4.su*, p* 7, 8), 

forty-nin^ miks from Archilais, and thirty-two from T£ana,is£xcd 
in the ltififc«rfy of Antoninus', (p» 144, edit, Wesseling). 

* The named* Niuianzu* hadbeen immortalized by G^egoryi &irt 
hia native town, under tfc* Gree* or Roman title of Diociesarea, * 

.Mem, EccleS* tom* ix, p. 692), is mentioned by Pliny, 
(vi, SHptdkmr, and Hierocles, (Itinerar. Wesselingyp. It 

^PpeKSfc to have been situate on the edge of Isauria, 
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was prepared to 'beliove the miracles and visions, chat. 
which attested the presence, or at least the pro- XXVM * 
tection, of lie Mother of God. 1 The . pulpit of < 
the Anastasia was the scene of the labours mid 
triumphs of Gregory , Nazianzen ; and, ip the 
space of two years, he experienced all the spiritual 


adventures which constitute the prosperous or ad: 
verse' fortunes of a missionary^ Thg.. ? Arian^, 
who wife provoked by the boldness of his enter;- 
prise, represented his doctrine, as if he KS4 
preached three distinct and equal Deities ; and 


the devout populace was excited to supprcss,by 
viotehce aha tumult, the irregular assemblies of 
the Athanasian heretics, k rom the 
St. Sophia, there issued a motley crowd “ of cdm- 
“ moil beggars, who had forfeited their claim to 


u pity; of monks, who had the appearaaceof 
* goats i or ‘•sirayfs i &nd of wpmeft^ mure terrible 
w than so many Jezebels.” 

Anastasia were broke open ; much uusc^ej r 
perpetrated, or attempted, with sticks, stones^a^d 
firebrands; and as a man lost his life in the 
affray, Gregory, who was summoned the next 
morning before the magistrate, had the satisfac- 
tion of supposing, that he publicly confessed the 
name of Christ. After he w r as delivered from 
the fear and danger of a foreign enemy, his infant 


church was disgraced and distracted by intestine 


1 See Ducarge, Constant. Christiana, 1. iv, p. 14T, t4?. The &me 
iuwpis of Soiomen (1. vtf, c. 5) i* interpreted to niean the Virgin 
Mary. / 

k Tiilemont (Mem. Eccles. tom. ix, p- 432, Ac.) diligently collect*, 
enlarges, and explains, the* oratorical and poetical hints of Gregory 
hiinfcelf. 

c 3 


/ 
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XXVII. 


THE DECUtfE AND f ALL 


f A t’ • 7* V”' " '17 '1 /* 

A stranger, w;ho assumed the name oi 
4V|g?dn»is,* ar^d theclgak.of a Cynic philosopher, 
insinuate^biWIflluii^ the confidence of Gregory; 
deceived and abused ^® fayQnrable opinioh ; and 
forminga secret connection with some bishops of 
Egypt, attempted, by a clandestine ordination, to 
Supplant his patron in the episcopal seat of Con- 
stantinople. These mortifications might some- 
times tempt the C 




ijjjy^s^naiy to regret 


........ - ^ — -r V( .- „ . r * 

p, the daily increase ofdiis fame&nd 
congregation ; and he enjoyed the pleasure of 
observing, that the greater part of his numerous 



iiuin of 
Arianism 


the manifold imperfections of their faith 
andpractice. 1 ’ 

.The catholics of Constantinople were animated 
«^s»iui- «Sth joyful confidence by the I 

n°t. ?6. effects of his gracious primause. Their hopes were 
speedily accomplished ; and the emperor, as soon 
a$jgg had finished the operations of the campaign 
made hispublic entry into the capital at the head 



1 He pronounced an Oration (tbm. i, orat. 1*40$) in his 

praise ; bat after their quarrel, the name of ffaitfajus was changed 
into that df Herdn, (see Jerotft, m Catalog. Script. Eccles. p; 

l touch slightly op thesedtecute and personal squabbles, f 
m Coder the modest emhletn of Vdreatn, Gregory (tonud^ carmen 
ix, p. 78) describes his own success with some human complacency; 
VetW’ShoUhl seem, from his familiar conversation with, his auditor 
St, Jerbbn # ogto. ? r Epist. ad Nepotian,p.l4), that the preacher un- 
derstood the tnH Value of popular applause, 
a Laehrymw iodftortr&t laudes tom apt, Is the lively and judicious 
advice of St. Jerotn, 
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of a victorious army. The next day After his chap. 

arrival, he summoned Damophilus to his nre- XXVH * 
sence ; and offered that 'Arian prelate the hard 
altematiye of subscribing the Nicene creed, or of 
instantly resigning, to the orthodox believers, the 
use and possession of the episcopal palace, the 
cathedral of St. Sophia* and all the churches 
of Constantinople. The zeal of Damophilus, 
which in^acatholic saint would, have been justly 
applauded, embraced, without hesitation, a hfe 
of poverty and exile , 0 and his removal was 
immediately followed by the purification of the 
imperial city, , TheArians might complain, with 
some appearance of justice, that an inconsiderable 
congregation of sectaries should usurp thehun- 
tlred churches, which they were insufficient to fill: 
whilst the far greater part of the people was 
cruelly^ excluded from every place of religious 
„ worship. Theodosius was still inexorable : but 
as the angels who protected the catholic cause, 
were only visible to the eyes of faith, he prudentiy 
reinforced those heavenly legions, with the- mare 
effectual aid of temporal and carnal weapons : and 
the church of St Sophia was occupied by a large 
body of the imperial guards. If the mind of Gre- 
gory was susceptible ©f pride, he must have 
felt a very lively satisfaction, when the emperor 
conducted him through the streets in solemn 
triumph; and, with his own hand, respectfully 

° Socrates, (h r, c. 7), and Sozomen, <L vii, c. 5), relate the evan- 
gelical words and actions of Oamophilus without a word of approba- 
tion, He considered, says Socrates, that it is difficult to rmti the 
powerful ; but it was easy, and would have been profitable, 
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chap, placedhimon the archiepiscopal throne of Con- 
stantiflople- But the saint (who had not subdued 
the imperfections of human virtue) was deeply 
4 affectedby the mortifying consideration, that bis 
entrancerinto the fold was that of a wolf) rather 
than' of a shepherd : that the glittering arms, 
which surrounded his person, were necessary for 
his safety; and that he alone was the object of the 
imprecations of a great party, whom, as men and 
citizens, it was impossible fottemte despise. He 
beheld theinnume#able multitudeof eithersex, 
and Of every age, who crowded the streets,- the 
windows, and the roofs of the houses ; he heard 
the tumultuous voice of rage, grief, astonishment, 
and despair; and Gregory fatrly coafesses, that on 

storm, and in the hands of a barbarian com 
queror. p About six weeks afterwards, Theodo- 
sius declared his resolution mqaielhg^& ^B fe a ll 
the churches of.i hjs dominions, the bishops ahd 
their clergy, who should obstinately refuse to be- 
lieve, or at least to profess, the doctrine of the - 
a £«** coua€il of ^ ice - His lieutenant Sapor was armed 
Jm. 10. ’ with the ample powers of a general law, a special 
commission, and a military force and this ee- 


of appearance of a city taken tar 


- , L ' | fr ' » 

p Nazianzen, fata. ij* 4 e Yiti sua, p, 21 , 2 t Jfkfc the 

sake of posterity, the bishop of Constantinople records a stupendous 
prodigy. " In the month of November,\itwJU a cloudy morning, but 
the sun broke forth, when the procession entered the church. 

« ^ the three ecclesiastical historians, Theodoret alone (h r, c. 2) 
has mentioned this^important commission of §apor, which TiHemont 
(Hist, des Kmpeareurs, tom. v* p. T28) judiciously removei, from the 
^reign of Gratis to that of Theodosius. 




OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


2 5 


clesiastieal revolution was conducted with so much chap. 
discretion and vigour, that the religion of the 
emperor was established, without tumult or blood- 
shed, in all the provinces of the East. The writ- 
ings of the Arians, if they had been permitted to 
exist/ would perhaps contain the lamentable 
story of the persecution, which afflicted the church 
under the reign of the impious Theodosius ; and 
the sufferings of their holy confessors might claim 
the pity of the disinterested reader. Yet there is 
reason to imagine, that the violence of zeal and 
revenge was, in some measure, eluded by the want 
of resistance? and that, < in their adversity, the 
Arians displayed much less firmness, than had been 
exerted by the orthodox party under the reigiffcs 
of Constantius and Valens. The moral character 
and conduct of the hostile sects appear to have 
been goveraedby the same common principles of 
nature* and religion f but a very material circum- 
stance may be discovered, which tended to dis- 
tinguish the degrees of their theologfe&h fa&k/ 

Both parties, in the schools, as well as id the 
temples, acknowledged and worshipped thedivine 
majesty of Christ ;/a»d, as we are always prone 
to impute our ows^entiments and passions to the 
Deity, it would be deemed more prudent and 
respectful^oexaggerate, thantocircumscribe, the 
adorable perfections of the Son bf God. Tfib 
disciple of Athanasius exulted in the proud con- 
fidence, that he had entitled himself to the divine 

r I <io not reckon Philostorgius* though he mentions (1. ix, c. 19) 
the expulsion of PamophUus. The Eunomian historian has been 
carefully strained through an orthodox sieve. 
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e h af. favour; while the follower of Arius must have 
been tormented, by the secret apprehension, that 
he was guilty, perhaps of an unpardonable 
offence, by the scanty praise* and parsimonious 
honours, which he bestowed on the Judge of the 
World. The opinions of Arianism might satisfy 
a cold and speculative mind; but the doctrine of 
the Nieene Creed, most powerfully recommended 
by the merits of faith and devotion, was much 
better adapted 






The coun- 
cil of Con- 
stantin- 
ople, A. D, 
381, May. 


‘‘ The hope that truth and wisdom would be 
found in the assemblies of the orthodox clergy, 
induced the emperor to convene, at Constantin- 
ople, a synod ofi one? bundretland fifty bishops, 
T ^te pi e i ^edcd ; *w^hout much difficulty or delay, 
fo^dsHBplete the theological system which had 
been established in the council of Nice. The 
vehement disputes of the fourth century had been 
chiefly employed on tbe;«rt3Wlbj#il^sSfe«i i of" 
God; and the vttriBH»opi®ions, which were em- 
braced concerning the ^feeojtd, were extended and 
transferred, by a natural analogy, to the Third* 
ptarson of the Trinity.* Yet it was found, or lt 
was thought, necessary, by the victorious adver- 
saries of Arianism, to explainthe ambiguous Ian- 


* Le Clerc has given a ctwions extract (Bibliotheque UniverseUe, 
tom. xviif* p. 91-103) of tfite theological sermons t^hiirh Gregory 
Nazianzen pronounced' at Constantinople against the . Am^*J£$mo- 
miatna. Macedonians, &c. He tells the Macedonians, who deified the 
Father and the Son, without the Holy Ghosts that they might as 
well he styled Trithdsts as Ditkeuts* Gregory himself was almost a 
Tritheist ;a»d bis monarchy of heaven resembles a well-regulated" 
aristocracy. 4 ' 
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gUage of some respectable doctors; to confirm chap. 
the faith of the catholics t and to condemn an 
unpopular arid inconsistept sect of Macedonians ; 
whofreelyadmitted that the Son was consubstan- 
tial to the Father, while they were fearful of seem- 
ing to acknowledge the existence of Three Gods. 

A final and unanimous sentence was pronounced 
to ratify the equal Deity of the Holy Ghost; the 
mysterious doctrine has been received by all the 
nations, and all the churches, of the Christian 
world ; and their grateful reverence has assigned 
to the bishops of Theodosius, the second rank 
among the general domicils.* Their knowledge 
of religious truth may have been preserved by tra- 
dition, or it may have been communicated by 
inspiration ; but the sober evidence of history 
will not allow much weight to the personal au- 
thmSty ofi theFathers of CtM^tantinople. In an 
„age, wfien the ecdesiaStiesbad scandalously dege- 
nerated from the model of apostolical purity, 
the most worthless and corrupt were always tbe 
most eager to frequent, and disturb, the episcopal 
assemblies. The conflict and fermentation of so 
m any opposite interests and tempers inflamed the 
passions of the bishops: and their ruling passions 
Were, the love of gold, Mid the love of dispute. 

Many of *he same prelates who now applauded 
the orthodox piety of Theodosius, had repeatedly 
changed, with prudent flexibility,- their creeds 


* The first general council of Constantinople now triumphs in the 
Vatican : but the popes had long hesitated, and their hesitation per* 
plexeA, and almosts staggers, the humble Tillemont, (Mem. Eerie*, 
tom. ix, p. 499, 500}. 
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CHAP* and -Opinions ; and in the various revolutions of j 
xxvit. the ehurch and state, the relieridn of their sove- 
reign was the rule Of their obsequious faith." 
When the emperor suspended his prevailing influ- 
ence, the turbulent synod was blindly impelled, 
by the absurd or selfish motives of pride, hatred, 
and resentment. The death of Meletius, which 
happened at the council of Constantinople, pre- 
sented the most favourable opportunity of termi- ' 

aged mat, 'PmriSmis, peatfehbl^S Inf days 
hr the episcopal chair. The faith and virtues of 
Paulinas were unblemished. But his cause was 
supported by the Western churches ; and the 
bishops of the synod resolved to perpetuate the 
mischietb'of itfolidrd, By the hasty ordination of a , 
perjured candidate, u rather than to betray 5 thi; 
imagined dignity of the East, which had be<M 
illustrated by the birth and death of the' Son of- ■< 
God. Such unjust awl (MSPrilirly ptbceedin^s t 
forced the assfefoWy to ) 

dissent and’ td secede ; and the cI&morbt!&*In&, 1 
jority, which remained masters of the field of 
battle, could be compared only to wasps or mag- 
piesy to a flight of cranes oj to a flock of geese.? 

‘ , > ‘ * . '-ft 

t Before the de§th of Mpletius, six or eight of. hjp most popular 
ecclesiastics, among whom was Flavian, had abjured, for the sake pi 
peace, the bishopric of Antioch, (Sozomen, L vii, e . S* fti Wnites, 
h v, c. a). Tplciapat thinks it his duty to disbelieve* the. story i but 
he owns that there are many circumstances in the life of Flavian* 
which eeem inconsistent with the prases of Chrysostom, andlhexha- 
racter of a saint, (Mem. Eccles. tom. x, pi 541). , 

* Coo ® uIt Gr *gt>ry Nazianzen, de Vita sua, tom, ii, p. 25-28. His 
general and particular opinion of t£e eiergy and their assemblies maybe 
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, A suspicion may possibly arise, that so unfa- chap. 
vourable a picture ofecclesiastical synods has been xxvu - 
drawn by the partial hand of some obstinate here- 777.77 
tic, or some malicious infidel. But the name of Gregory 
the sincere historian who has conveyed this in- 
structive lesson to the knowledge of posterity, 
must silence the impotent murmursof superstition 
and bigotry. He was one of the most pious and 
eloquent bishops ofthe age; a saint .and a doctor 
of the church ; the scourge of Arianism, aad the 
pillar of the orthodox faith; a distinguished mem- 
ber of the council of Constantinople, in which, 
after the , death of JV^eletius, lie exercised the 
functions of president : in a word— Gregory ' 
Nazianzen himself. The harsh and ungenerous 
treatment which he experienced/ instead of 
derogating from the truth of his evidence, affords 
tfee spirit ^hicb ;actuated 
deliberations Theicunanimous 

'’suffrage had confirmed the pretqnsions which the 
bishop jpf Constantinople derived from the choice 
of the people, and the approbation of the ern- 
peror, . But Gregory soon became the victim of 
malice and envy, The bishops of the East, Ids 
strenuous adberents,provpked hy h# moderation 

: * „ j. ■ 

seen in Verse and prose, (tom. i, orat. i, episk Iv, p. 814 ; tom. 

Hi carmen Such passages are faintly marked by Tillemont* 

and fairly produced by Le Clcrc. 

J See Gregory, tom. ii, de Vita sua, p. 28 - 31 . The 
twenty-seventh , and thirty-second orations were pronounced in the 
•event! stages of this businilfe The peroration ofthe last, (tom. i, 

P* $88), in which he takes a solemn leave of men and angels, the city 
and i&e*taperor, the East and the West, &e. is pathetic, and almost 
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SO 

chap- in the affairs of Antioch, abandoned him, without 
xxvii. supj^rt, to the adverse faction of the Egyptians ; 
who disputed the- validity of his election, and 
rigorously assertedthCobsolete canon, that pro- 
hibited the licentious practice of episcopal transla- 
tions. The pride, or the humility, of Gregory, 
prompted him to decline a contest which might 
have been imputed to ambition and avarice ; and 
he publicly offered, not without some mixture of 
indignation, tos^mmuaces^^government of a 
church, whici*Hhad d>e^ 
created, by his labours. His resignation was 
accepted by the synod, and by the emperor, with 
more readiness than he seems to have expected. 
At the time when he might havehoped to enjoy 
the his. episcopal throne was 

filled hy .the senator Nectarius ; and the new arch- 
bishop, accidentally recommended by his em$ 
temper and venerable aspect, was obliged todelay^ 
the ceremony of h*f 

After thfe eemarfcable experience <rf^be5tBg*ati- 
tude of princes and prelates, Gregory retired 
once more to his obscure solitude of Cappadocia ; 
where he employed the remainder of his iife, 
about eight years, in the exercises of poe&y and 
devotion; The title of saint* has been added to 

1 The whimstoa ordmagoiktf Neetarius Is attested bj SswotoSn, 
C. *u, c. 8)J butTiBen»ni obse»^ lijfem. Eodt» 

tou *» ce narr£ de Soz&mtne e$t safest teux poor t&m ceux^u’il ^ 
wtout pour Theodore* qu’U vaut mieui travails* akdetroire, 
le aotite&ir ; an adimrable canon qf^rttkism- * - 

* - - '* l ' ‘ 
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liis name; but the tenderness of his heart, 1 anti chap. 
the elegance of his genius, reflect a more pleasing XXV11, 
lustre on the memory of Gregory Nazianzen. 

It was not enough that Theodosius had sup- Edicts of 
pressed the insolent reign of Anamsm, or that he sius against 
bad- abundantly revenged the injuries which the tics, he e 
catholics sustained from the zeal of Constantius A - *>■ 3S0 - 

394. 

and Valens. The orthodox emperor considered 
every heret ic asa rebel against thesupreme po wers 
of heaven, and of earth ; and each of those powers 
might exercise their peculiar jurisdiction over the 
soul and body of the guilty. The decrees of the 
council of Constantinople had ascertained the true 
standard of the faith ; and the ecclesiastics, who 
governed the conscience of Theodosius, suggested 
the most effectual methods of persecution. In 
the space of fifteen years, he promulgated at least 
fifteeusevere edicts against the heretics ; u 'more 
^especially againstthosewho rejecteehtherioctrine 
of the Trinity; and to deprive them of every 
hope of escape, he sternly enacted, that if -any 
laws, or rescripts, should be alleged in their fa- 
vour, the judges should consider them as the ille- 
gal productions either of fraud, or forgery. The 
j>enal statutesweredirected against the ministers, 
the assemblies, and the persons, of the heretics ; 
and the passions of the legislator Were expressed 

* I can only be understood to mean, that such was his natural 
temper ; when it was not hardened, or inflamed, by religions zeal. 

From his retirement, he exhorts Nectarius to prosecute the heretics 
of Constantinople. 

b S&e the Theodosian Code, I. xvi, tit. v, leg. 6-23, with Gode- 
froy’s commentary on each law, and his general summary, *r 
Paratitivn , tom. wi, p, 104-110. 
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chap, in 4 fae language of declamation and invectim 

** v “; I. The heretical teachers, who usurped the sacred 
titles of Bishops, or Presbyters, were not only ex- 
cluded from the privileges and emoluments so 
liberally granted to the orthodox clergy, blit they 
were exposed to the heavy penalties of exile and 
confiscation, if they presumed to preach the doc-> 
trine, or to practise the rites, of their accursed 
sects. A fine of ten pounds of gold (above four hun- 
dred pounds sterling) was imposed on’ every per- 
son who should dare to confer, or *ec#^©, orpro- 
mote, an heretical ordination : and it was reason- 
ably expected, that if the race of pastors could be 
extinguished, their helpless flocks would be com- 
pelled, by ignorance and bunger» .to return . with in 
Jthe •palSjQfitl^eatboMe church. II, The rigor- 
©as prohibition of conventicleswas carefully ex- 
tended to every possible circumstance, in which . 
the heretics could assemble with the intention of 
worshipping God and Gbii8&;8C0eirdmg>to- the 
dictates of their; conscience. Their religious 
meetings^ whether public or secret, by dayor by 
night, in cities or in the country, were equally 
proscribed by the edicts of Theodosius ; and the 
building or ground, which had been used for that 
illegal purpose, was forfeited to the imperial do* 
main. III. It was supposed,; that tjie error of 
the heretics could proceed only from the obstinate 
temper of their minds ; and that such , a .temper 
was a fit object of censure and punishment. The 
anathemas of the church were fortified by a sort 
of civil excommunication ; which separated them 
trom their fellow-citizens, by a peculiar brand of 
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infamy ; ami this declaration of the supreme ma- ch ap. 
gistrate tended to justify, or at least to excuse, the ^ x vi r ~ 
insults of a fanatic populace. The sectaries were 
gradually disqualified for the possession of honour- 
able, or lucrative, employments ; and Theodosius 
‘ waxsatisfied with his own justice, when he de- 
creed, that as the Eunomians distinguished the 
nature of the.son from that of the father, they 

receiving any advantage from test amentary dona- 
tions. The guilt of the Manichaean heresy was 
esteemed of such magnitude, that it could be 
expiated only .by the death of the offender ; and 
the same capital punishment was iaflicted op the 
Audians, or Quartodecimans,' who should dare 
to perpetrate the atrocious crime, of celebrating, 
on an improper <lay, the festival of Easter. Every 

of public ac- 

cusation;but theEakh, 

a name so deservedly abhorred, was first instituted 
under the reign of Theodosius. Yet we are as- 
sured that the execution of his penal edicts was 
seldom enforced ; and that the pious emperor 
appeared less desirous to punish, than to reclaim, 
or terrify, his refractory subjects . 11 

The theory of persecutionwas established by Execution 
Theodosius, whose justice and piety have been 
applauded by the saints; but the practice of it» “^^’ 

. 4 , , 

5 They always kept their Easter, like the Jewish Passover, ad the 
fourteenth day of the first moon after the vernal e^uin^snd *tms per. 
tmadously opposed the Homan church and Nicene synod, which had 
/ived Easter to a Sunday. Bingham’s Antiquities; L ix, c. 5, vol, ii, 
p. S0&* fnl. edit. 

A Sozomen, 1. vii, c. 12. 

vol. v. n 
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chap, in th^fuflest extent, was reserved for his rival and 
colleague, Maximus, the first among the Chris- 
tian princes, who shed the blood of his Christian 
subjects,* on accOunt of their religious opinions. 
The cause of the Priscilfianists, 0 a recent sect of 
heretics, who disturbed the provinces of Spain, 
was transferred, by appeal, from the synod of 
Bonrdeaux to the imperial consistory of Treves; 
and by the sentence of the pretorian prefect, 

> seven and 

exeeatedt ' of ?lhe» ; 

himself, bishop of Avila,® in Spain ; who adorned 
the advantages of birth and fortune, by the ac- 
complishments of eloquence and learning. Two 
presbyters, and two .deacons,' accompanied their 
betOVlMib Walter ifl-hfe death, which they esteemed 
; a#a' gloiions martyrdom ; and the number of 
religious victims was completed by the execution 
of Latronian, a poet, who rivalled the fam^of the 
ancients; and of Euchroda»*% matron of 
Bourdeaux, the #icfcwr f of 'the orator Delphi- 

,* i -d Xi $\ * ' • - -t f ..... « 

f See Ihe Sacred History of Sulpicius Severus, (1. Si, p. 437-45?, 
edit.l,rcd. Bat, 1647), a correct and original writer. Dr. Lardner 
(Credibility, &c. part ii, vol. be, p. 256-350) has laboured this 
artieW^th pur* learning* good sense, and moderation. TiQepMmt 
(Mem* E cries, tom. viK, p. 491—527) has raked together all the dirt 
of the fathers : an useful scavenger ! * 

$ * Severus SuTpirius mentions the arrii-«hei i irtie^th ef5*e*m arid pity. 

PaeUx prolecto, si non pravo studio eorrtimpisaet optimum ingenium r 
prorsus inulta in eo animi et corporis bona cemeres, (Hist, Sacra. 1. ii, 
* 439). Even Jermn (tom: I, U Script. EectesTp. 36?) Speaks with 
emper of Priscilliam and Latronian, 

* The bishopric (in old Castile)!* now worth 20,000 ducats a year, 
uschfcjg’s Geography, voL ii, p. 308) ; and is, therefore, much lees 
ely to produce the author of a new heresy. 
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dius. h Two bishops, who had embraced the ^ At». 
sentiments of PriseUlian, were condemned to a J L 
distant and dreary exile and some indulgence 
was shewn to the meaner criminals, who assumed 
the merit of an early repentance. „ If any credit 
could be allowed to confessions extorted by fear 
or pain, and to vague reports, the offspring of 
malice and credulity, the heresy of the Priscil- 
lianists would be found to include the various 
abominations of magic, of impiety, and of lewd- 
ness. k Priscillian, who wandered about the 
world in the company of his spiritual sisters, was 
accused of prayragstarbrnaked in the midst of 
the congregation; and it was confidently asserted, 
that the effects of his criminal intercourse with 
the daughter of Euchrocia, had been suppressed, 
by means still more odious and criminal. But 
an accurate; or rather a candid, inquiry, will dis- 
cover, that if the PriseilUanists violated the laws 
of nature, it was not by the licentiousness, but by 
the austerity, of their lives. They absolutely con- 
demned the use of the marriage-bed ; and the 
peace of families was often disturbed by indiscreet 
separations. They enjoined, or recommended, a 
total abstinence from all animal food ; and their 


* Exprofc^batur mulieri viduae nimia religio, diligentius cults, 
divinitas, (Pacat. in Panegyr. Vet. xii, 20). Such was the idea nf » 
human, though ignorant, Polytheist. 

1 One of them was sent in Syliinam insulam qu* ultra Bri t an m a m 
est. What must ha\ r e been the ancient condition o^the rocks of Sally ? 
tCamdcn’s Britannia, vol. ii, p. 1510)* 

* The scandalous calumnies of Augustin, Pope Leo, &e. which 
TiHemont swallows like a child, and tardner refutes like a man, XDMf 
suggest some candid suspicions in favour of the older Gn<wl lujj y 

.rirr 
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chap, continual. prayers, fasts, and vigils, inculcated a 
I. rule of strict and perfect devotion. The spe- 
culative tenets of the sect, concerning the person 
of Christ, and the nature of the human soul, were 
derived from tire Gnostic and Mapichaean system ; 
and this vain philosophy, which had been trans- 
ported from Egypt to Spain, was ill adapted to 
the grosser spirits of the West. The obscatee dis- 
ciples of Priscillian suffered, languished, and gra- 
dually disapp§ai^.: s ^is^||g^y^e^j s ^^.l l jr 
the clergy and people; but his death wpS 
ject of a long and vehement controversy ; while 
Some arraigned, and others applauded, the justice 
of his sentence. It is with pleasurettiatwe can 
observe the hmupuft iga?^^ 

W4 bishops, Ambrose.ofMi- 
lan^ and .Martin of Tours who, on this. oc- 
casioto, .asserted the ’cause of toleration. They 
pitied the unhappy man, who had been .executed 

with their epi^c^t 

deviate^ ftfpa,*hut generais i^ohitio^/lii*f«fl!t 
ti^cs were laudable, and , his repentance was 
exeipplary. . The bishops of Tours and Milan 
pronounced, without hesitation, the eternal dan» T 
nation of heretics ; but they were surprised, and 
shocked, by the bloody imageoftheir^mporal 
death, and the honest fenli^t ’oC iWtard i'^asted 

' m I** 

' 1 Aiftbros. tom. il, cpjfit, *&$£&&{. K ' ‘ ' * 

m ' ^ a tl,e Sarre(l History, and the life of St. Martin* Stapititts S*. 
vtrus °* e0 603716 caution ; but he declares himself more freely Jn the 
Dl ^ 0 S^ < Hi V Martin was reproved, however, by his own 
conscience. angel ? nor conTd. he Vler wards perform mira- 
cle*! with bo mtfnfc “ * **■»< 
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1 

the artificial prejudiced Of 'theology • The Iiu- chap. 

MAntbft^ahtf Mhrtin was confirmed by XXVH ‘ 
the'Scaiidal<mS''irregularity of the proceedings 
ag^h#Pm£ifiian , and his adherents. 'The civil 
and ecclesiastical ministers had transgressed the 
limits of their respective provinces. The secular 
judge had presumed to receive an appeal, and 
to pronounce a definitive seiltence, in a matter 
of faith and episcopal furisdictioh. The bishops 
had disgraced themselves, by exercising the^fittHc- 
tion of accusers in a criminal prosecution. 

The cruelty of Ithacius," who beheld the tor- 
tures, ahd solicitbd' f the death, of the heretics; 
provoked the just indignation of marlfeiMy and 
the vices of that profligate bishop were admitted 
as a proof, that his zeal was instigated by the 
sordid motives Of interest. Since the death of 


siastical and secular powers. The devofcedf^ictim 
is regularly delivered by the priest to thd magi- 
strate^ had by the magistrate to the executioner; 
andtihehrexorable sentence of the church, which 
declares the spiritual guilt of the offender, is 
expressed in the mild language of pity and inter- 
cession.* . y.t -%». 

Among the ecclesiastics, who illustrated Ambrose, 
reigrt of Theodosius, Gregory Nazianzen was dis- of C manT 
tinguished by the talents of an eloquent preacher; ^ n ' 37 u 

11 The catholic presbyter, (Snip. Sever, I. ii, p. 448), and the pagan 
f orator, (Facat. in Panegyr. Vet. xii, . 29 ), reprobate, with equal in- 
dignation, the character and conduct of Itbacius. 

P 3 


which assigns their distinct fmrtsr'ter ihtf'etcle- 
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the reputation of miraculous gifts added weight 
and dignity to the monastic virtues of Martin of 
Tours ; 0 but the palm of episcopal vigour and 
ability was justly claimed by the intrepid Am- 


brose. p He was descended from a noble family 
of Romans ; his father had exercised the im- 
portant office of pretorian prefect of Gaul ; 
and ihe son, after passing through the studies 
of a liberal education, attained, in the regular 
gradation of civil hohOuiU, &y'statkm of con- 
sular W #)>tWf&ce‘ which mduded the 

imperial residence of Milan. At the age of 
thirty-four, and before he had received the sa- 
crament of baptism, Ambrose, to his own sur- 



prise, and to that of the 


archbishop, 
mixture, a? it is said, of art. or 
intrigue, the whole body of the people unani- 
mously saluted him with the episcopal title ; the 

were ascribed told jS^h^okiiiral impulse ; add 
the reluctant magistrate was compelled to under, 
take a spiritual office, for which he was not pre- 
pared by the habits and . occupations of his 
former Die. But the active force of his genius 


* The Kfe of St. Martin, and the P talafco ea eortcet-yinfr Mg ^U- 

Tacles, contain facts adapted to t^e^rffatytitarhaUam, in a KtjrJe not 
unworthy of the Augustan age. So natural is the alliance between 
good taste and good sense, that f am always astonished hy, this con- 
trast* _ ** „ . 

* The abort and superficial life of St. Ambrose, by his deacon Pau- 
Iinus, (Appendix ad edit. Benedict- p. i-xv), has the merit of origin- 
al evidence. Tffien Kmt, (Mot, Bodes, tom. x, p. 78-306), and 
the Benedktxae editor*, (p. txxMxB&hawe kboured with their usual 
diligence. 


* 
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soon qualified him. to exercise, with zeal and 
prudence^ the dfitjes of,, his ecclesiastical juris- 
diction Land,. >vhile he cheerfully renounced the 
vain and. splendid trappings of temporal great- 
ness, he condescended, for the good of the church, 
to direct the conscience of the emperors, and to 
controul the administration of the empire. Gra- 
tian loved and revered him as a father ; and the 
elaborate treatise on the faith, of the Trinity, was, 
designed for the instruction of the young prince. 

After his tragic death, at a time when the em- 
press Justina trembled for her own safety, and 
for that of. her son Valeptinian, the archbishop of 
Milan was despatched, on two different embassies, 
to the court of Treves. He exercised, with equal 
firmness and dexterity, the powers of his spi- 
ritual arid political characters ; and perhaps con- 
tr^py^j^h^a^dmrity ppd eloquence, to check 
the ambition ofMaximus. and toprotect the 
peace of Italy. q Ambrose had devoted hisjife, 
and his abilities, to the service of tbqjsfeur^b- 
Wealth was the object of his contempt; he lrad 
renounced his private patrimony ; and lie sold, 
without, hesitation, the consecrated plate, for the 
redemption of captives. The clergy and people 
of Milan were attached to their archbishop ; and 
lie deserved the esteem, without soliciting the 
favour, of apprehending the displeasure, of his 
feeble sovereigns. : 

The government of Italy, and of the young' Hia suc - 

it 1 1 / 1 * * s cessfulop- 

emjKror, naturally devolved to his mother Justina, position to 

the empress 

- - Justina, 

’ Ambrose himself (tom. ii, epist. xxiv, p. 883-891) gives the mv A. D. 385, 

peror a very spirited account of his own embassy. April 3-10. 
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a woman of beauty and spirit, but who, in the 
midst of an orthodox people, had the misfortune 
of professing the Arian heresy, which she endea- 
voured to instil into ' the*! mind of her son. 
Justma was persuaded, that a Roman emperor 
might claim, in hisown- dominions', -the public 
exercise of his religion ; and she proposed to the 
archbishop, as a moderate and reasonable con- 
cession, that he should resign the use of a single 
church, rithrjr im jig/^ty'^itflWilllM of Milan. 
But the eonddct & Ambrose" l&tc&k& bf 
vgjy , different principles/ The palaces of the 
earth might indeed belong to Caesar ; but the 
churches were the houses of God } and, within 



• of Christianity, te mV 
pofai ss w 811 as spiritual, were confined to the 
true believers ; and' the mind of Ambrose whs sa- 
tisfied, that his own f hr ologirnf nhi 'weviy 
the standard ofAimtlK^^ 
bimop, who-wfd*ed ‘ to hold .-any dojifere&ces 
or 'negotiation, with the instruments, of Satan, 
with modest firmness, his resolution to 
the AfAnartyTy rather than to yield to the im- 
pious sacrilege ; and Justina, who-toseided the 



determinedto exert 
hex son. As she desired ' to 


7 m 


P*y* -*»• . >■» 

representation of his principles f ted conduct, (tom. jj, 
epislL jct^ xxi, xxii, p. 852— 8 BO), is one of thfe curious monu merits of 
ecdesiastfe*ite*iq*%. It contains two letters to his sister Marcel 
«a, with • »,,* timmmm <k Bm&d* J 

tradendi*. v ^ v ‘ r " ' r T* 
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demotions ontheapproaching festival of Easter, chap. 
Ambrose Was ordered to appaaf before thecoun- 
cil. He obeyed^fche summons with the respect 
of a faithful Subject; but he was followed, with- 
out his consent, by an innumerable people : : 
pressed, with impetuous £eal,frgainsf thegatesbf 
the palace; and the afffi|^te#^ihifetei'S of Valen-~ 
tinian, 

thM fhtefpose his f 

the person of the emperor, and to restore 


ri^^d by ^ perfidious 

the most solemn days, which ChtfefttlFf^^^feSf 
set apart for the exercise of religion, the city was 
agitai^ ^itf%utar convulsions of tumult 




afterwards, the new, BasiliMi fWtbe imrilediato 
reception of the emperor, and his mottaSN^.'^Hie 
splendid canopy and hangings of the royal 408* 
wcrearranged inAhe-castomafy manner; but it 
was fowid^itecessary to defend them, by a strong 
guard, from the i insults of the popu lace. The 
Arian ecclesiastics, wtowsntd^d inshenr them- 
selves in tfce streets, wCrC'C*!pO$ed to the most 
imminent danger of their lives : ahd Ambroseen- 
joyed the merit and reputation bf rescuiag bis 
personal enemies from the hands Of the enraged 
multitude. r 

But while he laboured to restrain the e fleets of 
their zeal, the pathetic vehemence of his scr- 
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CHAPi mons continually inflamedthe angry and seditious 
- XX ^ H * t®mper of the people of Milan. The characters 
erf Eve, of the wifeof job, of. Jezebel, of Hero- 
dias, were indecently supplied the mother of the 
emperor; and her desire tO: obtain a church for 
tbe Arians, was compared to the ojsost cruel per- 
'secutions which Christianity had endured under 
the reign of paganism. The measures of the 
court .served only to expose the magnitude of the. 



manufacturers : an order was signified,, in the 
name of the emperor, to all the officers, and in, 
ferior servants, of the courtspfjus^ce,that, durr 

ing 


mt- wietr napefs,; 

andAbe ministers of Valentinian imprudently 
confessed, that the most respectable part of the, 
citizens of Milan was attached to ; the c^userrft 
their Archbishop. 

with th^wUhjrfyssoverejgn. The reply of Am- 
brose* was couched in' the most humble and re- 
spautfidterms, which might, however, be inter- 
iwetwta* a serious declaration of civil war. “ His 
‘1 »IMb and fortune were in the hand?! ef fhe em* 
hut he would 

^ character. In-such a cause, he was prepared 
puffer whatever the maSce of the demon 
cou ld infiict ; mid he only wished' to die in the 
“ flock, and at the foot of 

“ the altar V he had not contributed to excite. 
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*‘ but it was in tbe pow€t,of God atoiie to ap- 
“ pease the rage of.thepeople: he. deprecated 
“ the scenesof dflooffand confusion, which were 
“ likely tp ensue;and it was his fervent prayer* 
“ that he might hot survive to behold the ruin 
“ of a flourishing city, and perhaps the desolation 
“ o£*fl Italy.” s The obstinate bigotry of Jus- 
tina; would have encteagered the empire ,o£ her 

the chureh and people 
ofMifah, she could have depended on the'tu^l^*- 
obedience of the troops of the palace. A large 
body of Goths had marched to occupy the Basi- 
lica, which was the object of the dispute : and 
it might be expected from the Arian principles* 
and barbarous manners, of these foreign merce- 
naries, that they would not entertain any scruples 
in the execution of the most sanguinary orders. 
They were encountered, on the sacred threshold, 
by the afchbishop, who, thundering against them 
a sentence of excommunication, asked them, in 
the tone of a father and a master, Whether it was 
to invade the house of God, that they had im- 
plored the hospitable protection of the republic? 
The ' suspense of the barbarians allowed some 
hours for a more effectual negotiation ; and the 
empress was persuaded, by the advice of her wisest 
Counsellors,, to leave the catholics in possession 
of all the churches, of Milan ; and to dissemble, 

* - ». - * *a-xiv 

# Retz had a similar message from the queen, to request tisat he 
would appease the tumult of Fans, It was no longer in his power. Sic. 
A quoi j’ajoutai tout ce que vous pouvez vons hnagxner de respect, de 
douleur, de regret, et de soumission, &c# (Memoir es, tom. i, p* 140)* 
Certainly I do not compare either the causes, or the men ; yet the 
coadjutor himself had some idea (p* S4) of imitating St- Ambrose. 
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cutfiv till ha mate convenient season) her mtefttions 
xxvi r. 0 |* re v en£ p e . -The mother of V alen t in ian Could 
never forgive 'tbe-triuniph of Ambrose ; and the 
royal youth uttered-a 1 p&ssionate exclamation, 
that hi#own $mfcbfs%e*er ^dy to betray him 
into the hands of an ihWlenbprtl&C 
a. d. 3S67 ’ The laws of the empire, some of- whichfW’Ore 
inscribed with the name of Valerttinian,' still con- 


demned the Arian heresy, and seemed to excuse 
the resistaaen^i^heitSthtdi^S^^r the influence 
of .htetin, f^effitif S^toleffttfotr^ prbflSUlgttted 
m all the provinces which were subject to "the 


court of Milan ; the free exercise of their religion 
was granted to those who professed the faith of 
Rimini 



t^^institiltiotv, should he capitally punlsffed, 
as the^ enemies of the public peace.* The cha- 
racter and language of the arehhishop of 'Milaft 
may justify the 

afforded iiiFi^leSai^kip&J 

cioupf 'W ■•‘the Ariaa mfuteters, "who 
watched the opportunity of surprising hint* in 
some act of disobedience to a law, whichfbfe 
strangely represents as a law ofbloodandty- 
rfthny. A sentence. of e&fvmfc r 
banishment wais proooifUcfet^ ’Hrhiwh enjoined 
Ambrose to depatt^firdrti Milan without delay ; 
whilst it permitted hmi to choose the place of his 
«*Ue, and the -nutnlier of bis .companions. Bn$ 
theatathority of the saints, who have preached 
the •ttoaxiths of passive loyalty, 

* Sozomen alone <1* *«» e. 13) throws this luminous fact into a 
dark and perplexed narrative. 
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appeared t%4p^^e, i <srf aJ ^s i®EHBaent than the chap. 
3l&ein p,^jH j CT^ the churph. He 

boldlyyefused tp fibej ; and his refusal was sup- 
porl^4(i^;the unanimous consent of his faithful 
“ . They guarded by turns the person of 
their archbishop ; the gates of the cathedral and 
the episcopal palace were strongly secured ; and 
the imperial troops, who had formed thehlock- 
ade, were unwilling to risk the attack, ofjtbajt 
impregnable fortress. The numerous poori wto 
had been relieved by the liberality of Ambrose, 
embraced the fan occasion of signalizing their zeal 
and gratitude ; and as the patience of the mul- 
titude might have been exhausted bytbeiengtfe 
and uniformity of nocturnal vigils, he prudently 
introduced into the church of Milan the useful 
institution of a loud and regular psalmody., 
While^>mauttaut^ thlsnrdnous contest, he w as 
instructed, by a dream; to. ^penthiearfh in a 
T^ace where the remains of two T mattyr^ Ger-? 
vasius and Protasius, 1 had been deposited 
three hundred years. Immediately under the 
pavement of the church two perfect, skeletons 
were found, 7 . with the heads separated from their 
bodies, and a plentiful effusion of blood. The 


“ E^cubahat pia plebs in ecclesia mori parata ctrib episeopo sbo , , 
Kos adfiuc frigid? excitabamur tamen civitate attonita atque turbati. 
Augustin, Confession, l.ix; c. 7. - -? 

* Tillemont, Mem, Eccles. tom, ii, p. 78, 498. Many chmtfccs 
m Italy, Caul, Ac. were dedicated to these unknown martyr*^ afrihom 
St Cervase seems to have been moire fortunate thsih!«b4^ami5n. 

y X^Tenimus mirae magnitudinis viros duos, ot prteca tetas ferebat, 
tom. a* epist. xxii, p. 875- The size of these skeletons was forty- 
Wely, or skilfully, suited to the popular prejudice of the gradual deS 

crease 


% 
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favourite ofheavee. The pcrwerrlikewise of the chap. 
earth interposedin the 'defence of Ambrose ; the 
disinterested advice of Theodosius was the genu- 
ine irfcitaltt of piety and friendship ; and the mask 
ofTfeligkms zeal concealed the hostile and ambi- 
tious designs of the tyrant of Gaul. 1 ’ 

The reign of Maximus might have ended in Maxima8 

° _ ° invades 

peace and prosperity, could he have contented itaiy, 
himself with the possession of three ample coun- ^ u ^ s ^ 87 ’ 
tries, which now constitute the three most flourish- „ 
ing kingdoms of modern Europe. But the 
aspiring usurper, whose sordid ambition was not 
dignified by the love of glory and of arms, con- 
sidered his actual forces as the instrume^tS Oh^r 
of his future greatness, and his success was the 
immediate cause of his destruction. The wealth < 
which he extorted c from the oppressed provinces 
of GarafySpam, and Britain, * was employed in 
^evying'and maintaining a fbrmidfibleartoyof 
barbarians, collected, for the most pni^Tirmathe 
fiercest nations of Germany. The contpiesttlF 
Italy was the object of his hopes and preparations; 
and he secretly meditated the ruin of an innocent 
youth, whose - government was abhorred and de- 
spised by his catholic subjects. But as Maximus 
wished to occupy, without resistance, the passes 
of the Alp?} he received, with perfidious smiles, 

Domninas of Syria, the ambassador of Vale**- 

* ' ' ' 

b TiUemont, Mem. Eccles. tom. x, p. 190, 7 SO* He partially al- 
lows the mediation of Theodosius $ and capriciously rejects that of 
Maximus, though it is attested by Prosper, Sozomen, and Theodorct. 

c The modest censure of Sulpicius (Dialog, iti, 15) inflicts a tnttjpfcr 
deeper wound than the feeble declamation of Pacatus, (xii, 25, # 
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cHAP- jUaian, aml pressed him to. accept, the |ud; qf a 
^ yiI ~ g onsi fiprahle body, of troops for the service, of a 
Pannoniao w^.i '^^. penetration of Ambrose 
haddiseovered -the s$eres«$,an eat;my under the 
pjeofespons of ,friendsbip;l ; bHt the Sypan Dom- 
ninus was corrupted, or deceived, by., the liberal 
favour of the court of Treyes ; andthe council 
of Milan obstinately rejected the suspicion of 
danger, with a blind confidence, which was the 



and. they were admitted, without distrust^ info 
the fortresses of the Alps. But the crafty tyrant 


yalry, first announced the hostile approach of 
a, stronger to the, gates of Milan, 

own impri^qape* Alld/.jtbe perfidious Lartf) ,^ol‘ 
M iiviip p y ^ hut they wanted time, and force, 

• and resolution, to stqnd against the Gauls aqd 

field, or within the walk* 
of, , a ,largeand disaffected city. Flight .was 
their only hope, Aquileia their, only refuge ; 
and as. Maximus now displayed, his genuine c|u|- 
racter, the broth«f r .|ff >£ratian [might expect 
the same fate from the hands of the same assassin. 

3 *- * -„\i r ? t r,*' * 1 

4 

fcatior adversrus hominem, pacis involacro tegentem, was the 
wise eanfSorr of Ambrose, (tom. 3, p. 8&1), after his return from his 


followed, with hasty a^sU^feiqets^pg, in the 



excited- t by ; the* , troops of vea- 
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Maximus .entered Milan in triumph ;and if the chap. 
wise aichbishop^useda dangerous anderiminal xxvn ‘ 
connectionwHb>fche usurper, he might indirectly 
centphatg., to the success of his arms, by incul- 
cating, from the pulpit, the duty of resignation,, 
rather than that of resistance/ The unfortunate 
Justina reached Aquileia in safety ; but She. dis* 
trusted the strength of the fortifications ; she 
dreaded the event of a siege ;■ and she respited to 
implore the protection of the great Theodosius, 
whose power and virtue were celebrated in all the 
countries of the West. A vessel was secretly pro- 
vided to; transport the imperial family ; they - 
embarked with precipitation in oimofttaeofosewrfe 
harbours of Venetia, or Istria; traversed the 
whole extent of the Hadriatic and Ionian seas ; 
turned the extreme promontory of Peloponnesus; 
amMaftea * teug*. but successful, navigatiou, re- 
posed themselves "in the* port of ThessaJenica. 

All tlie subjects of Valentinian deserted the cause P jhfr* ot 
of a prince, who, by his abdication, had abfhlved tinkn. 
them from the duty of allegiance ; and if the 
little city of JEmona, on the verge of Italy, had * 
not presumed to stop the career of his inglorious 
victory, Maximus would have obtained, without 
a struggle, the sole possession of .the western em- 
pire. * '• 5--: 

Instead of inviting his royal guests to the pnlaee 
of Constantinople, Theodosius had some unknown in the caute 
reasons to fix their residence at Thessaletuca; but 

A. D.’387, 

* Baronius (A. D. 387, N*. 63) applies to this season of puj^c 
tlistressWme df the penitential serfn<ms of the archbishop. , k 

/ V veu ?; • - / U ■ * 5; v 
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chap, these reasons did not proceed from contempt or 
X38LYIt * indiff erence, as he speedily made a visit to that 
city, accompanied liy the greatest part of his 
court and senate; After the first tender expres- 
sions of friendship and sympathy, the pious empe- 
ror of the East gently admonishedaJustina, that 
the guilt of heresy was sometimes punished in this 
world, as well as in the next ; and that the public 
profession of the Nicene faith would be the most 
efficacious*^ t^pwaraM^^ her 

smM -by the satisfaction which it nrnst oceasion 
both On earth and in heaven. The momentous 
question of peace or war was referred, by Theo- 
dosius, to the deliberation of has council ; and 
the uHegn&SCtpftbe 

s i d wolHtoi rwit abd justice, had acquired* since the, 
death of Gratiah, a considerable degree of addi- 
tional weight. The persecution of the imperial 

debited f° W -* iCh Theodosius ^^^^^^^ ia - *5 
recent and repc»tft^^m^. Neitheroafchsmar 
treaties could restrain the boundless ambition of 
Maximus ; and the delay of vigorous and decisive 
measures, .instead of prolonging the blessings of' 
peace, would expose the eastern empire to the 
danger of an hostile invasion. The barbarians, 
who had passed the Danube, had lately assumed 
the character of soldiers and subjects, hut their 
native fierceness Was yet untamed ; and the ope- 
rations of a w ar, w hich would exerase thrirvaTonr, 
and diminish their numbers, might tend to relieve 
the provinces from an intolerable oppression. 

N otwithstanding these specious and solid reasons. 
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which were approvedby amajorityof the coun- char. 
cil, Theodosias still hesitated, whether he should 
draw the sword in aeon test, which could nolonger 
admit any terms of reconciliation ; and his mag- 
nanimous character was not disgraced by the ap- 
prehensions which he felt for the safety of his in- 
fant sons, and the welfare of his exhausted people. 

In this moment of anxious doubt, while the fate 
of the Rtfman world depended on the resolution 
of a single man, the charms of the princess (Salla 
most powerfully pleaded the cause of her brother 
Valentinian/ The heart of Theodosius was 
softened by the tears of beauty ; his affections 
were insensibly engaged by the graces df youth 
and innocence ; the art of .Justina managed and 
directed the impulse of passion ; and the celebra- 
tion of the royal nuptials was the assurance and 
signal' ed the civil war. The unfeeling* critics, 

^vho consider every amorous weakness sm an in- 
delible stain on the memory of a great and ortho- 
dox emperor, are inclined, on this occaMaagiSO 
dispute the suspicious evidence of the historian 
Zosimus. For my own part, I shall frankly con- 
fess, that l am willing to find, or even to seek, in 
the revolutions of the world, some traces of the 
mild and tender sentiments of domestic life ; and, 
amidst the*crowd of fierce and ambitious con* 
querors, I can distinguish, with 

1 The flight of Valeqtmian» and the lore of T h eod o ra# fo r his sister, 
are related by Zcaimus, (L iv, p. 203, 204). Tiilemont produces some 
weal c and ambiguous evidence to antedate the second marriage 
Theodosias, (Hist. d«s Empereurs, torn* v, p* 740), and conseqa^^; 
to refute ces contes de £o»ime, qul serolent trop coatraires a la pte*4 

l,3369. 2 

a 


1 $ ^ ***• 
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c:h*F. jp^gflby, a gentle hero, who may be supposed- to 
receive his afmour from the hands of love. The 
alliance of: Jthe Fertiatt king was Secured by the 
faithof treaties *, thetnartfal barbarians were per- 
suaded to'fcllow the stahdard* ob tO' respect the 
frontiers, of an active and liberal monarch ; arid 
the dominions of Theodosius, from theEuphrates 
to the Hadriatic, resounded with the preparations 
of war both by land and sea. The skilful dis- 



of Maximus. He had reason to fear, that a ehd'sfe'rt 
body of troops, under the command of the in- 


trepid Arbogastes* march 


?*®f Gault- f A powferful fleet was equipped 
iflithe harbours of Greece and Epirus, with ait 
apparent design, that as soenasughssage bad. 

his motlwf>|lFi^^ ialftaly, proceed£f#ith- 
out detayite- Rome, and occupy the riiajfestie seat 
of rellgion and empire. In the meanwhile, 
Theodosius himself advanced at the head of a 
brave and disciplined army, to encounter bi»twr- 
worthy rival, who, after the siege of? Mffibm, had 
fixed his camp in tbd neighbonfhood^fiSiseia, a 
city of Paimonia,- 
and rapid stream ; Steve. 



'■n s- 


o“ d ^ Hle veterans » Who stin long 

Maximus, resistance, and successive resources, of the’ tyrant 
Junrllu 8 -’ Magnenthw, might prepare themselves for the 
*"**• labours of tlfee bloody campaigns. ButtHe^. 
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test with his successor, who,, like him, had usurped chap. 
the throne of the West» was easilydecided in the 
term of? two months/ and within the space erf 
twO hundred miles. The superior genius of the * 
emperor of the East might prevail Over the feeble 
Maximus ; who, in this important crisis, shewed 
himself destitute of military skill, or personal cou- 
rage ; but the abilities of Theodosias were se- 


numerous and active cavalry. The Hunsp the 
Alani, and, after their example, the Goths them- 
selves, were formed into squadrons of archers ; 
who fought on horseback, and confounded the 
steady valour of the Gauls and Germans, by the 
rapid motions of a Tartar war. After the fatigue 
of a long march, in the heat of summer, they 
spurred their foaming horses into the waters of 
thec|*ttve» Us warn the river in the presence of the. 
enemy, "and instantly charged mid routed the 
mm s*^troops who guarded the high ground on the oppo- 
site side. Marcellinus, the tyrant’s brother,. 
vanced to support them with the select cohorts, 
which were considered as the hope and strength 
of tire army... The action, which had been inter- 
ruptedly the approach of night, was renewed in 
the. morning ; and, after asharp conflict, the sur- 
viving remnant of the bravest soldiers of Maxi- 
mus threw down their arms at the feet of the esq*- 
queror. Without suspending his march* to re- 
ceiVe fie loyal acclamations of the citizens of 
i£mona, Theodosius pressed forwards, to ter-? 

, . H' 

* See dodefroy’s Chronology of the Laws, Cod. Theodos. tom. v p, 
»«. ' “ 

« E 3 
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chap, agnate the war by the death or captivity of his 
: vital, who fled before him with the diligence of 
fear. From the summit of the Julian Alps, he de- 
» scended with such incredible speed into the plain 
of Italy, that he readied Aqufleia on the evening 
of the first day; and Maximus, who found himself 
encompassed on all sides, had scarcely time to shut 
the gates of the city. But the gates could not 
long resist the effort of a victorious enemy ; and 
the despair, the cfisaffeetion, the indifference of 
tbe jaddlers ahdpedplei hftstened tfee dowafel of 
the Wretched Maximus. He was dragged from 
his throne, rudely stripped of the imperial orna- 
ments, the robe, the diadem, andthe purple 


ra^plaadygwnceof Theodosius, at apfoeedhaut 
jjwafe 'miles from Aquileia. The behaviour of 
|be emperor was not intended to insult, and lie 
shewed some disposition to pity and forgive, the 
tyrant of the West* who? had wev«r^ee»his perr" 
sonal enemy,, and was noiy become the object of 
his contempt. Oufsympathy is the most forcibly 
' excited by the misfortunes to which we are ex- 
p#»sed ; aad the spectacle of a proud competitor, 
now prostrate at his feet, could not foil df' pro- 
ducing very serious and solemn thought# in the 
mind of the victorious emperor* But the, feeble 
emotion of involuntary pity was checkedhy his 


a- 


and he abandoned the victim to the pious 
zeal iff the soldiers, who drew him out of the im- 
perial presence, and instantly separated his head 
from his body. The intelligence of his defeat 


t 
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and death^ns received with sincere, or well- chap. 
dissembted,jfly4 his BUuWictor, on whom he had 
eonfensed#ieilitle of Augustus, died by the order, 
perhft]% by the hand, of the bold Arbogastes ; 
and all the military plans of Theodosius were 
successfully executed. When he had thus ter- 
minated the civil war, with less difficulty and 
bloodshed than he ought naturally expect, he em- 
ployed the winter months of lus , residence at 
Milan, to restore the state of the afflicted pro- 
vinces; and early in the spring he made, after the 
example of Constantine and Constantius, his 
triumphal entry into the ancient capital of the 
Roman empire.” 

The orator, who may be silent w itbout danger, virtues of 
may praise without difficulty, and without re- S ius. 
Instance t! and posterity will confess, that the 
cha*w^^ Thf»^ins. k might furnish the sub- 
ject df a sincere- and ample panegyric.; TThe 
wisdom of his laws, and the success of hisRirns, 

_ k Besides the hints which may be gathered from chronfctes^arKl 
ecclesiastical history, Zosfmus, <1. iv, p. 259-267), Orosius, (I. vffc c. 

35), and Pacatus, (in Panegyr. Vets, adi, 30-^7), supply the loose and 
scanty JpatyrialH of this civil war. Ambrose (tom. ii, epist. xi, p. 

952* 953), darkly alludes to the well-known events of a magazine 
surprised, an action fttPetovie, a Sicilian, perhaps a naval, victory, 

.tfte* Ausoniua (p. 256, edit* Toil.) applaud* the peculiar merit,. and 
jfood fortune, of Aquileia. A 

4 Quam piCmptum laudare pripcipeiti, t&m tutum siluisse de prln- 
eipe, (Paeat- in Panegyr. Vet. xii, 2> Latinos Pacatu* Hr*$uup& $. 

of Gaul, pronounced this oration at Rome, (A. D. 3S&) He 
was afterwards proconsul of Africa ; and his friend Ausorifds praises 
Wla ai a poet, second only to Virgil.' See des Km- 

g a yeprs , tom. v* p. $03. 

s * Sep the fair portrait of Theodosius, by the younger Victor ; the 
stroked are distinct, and the colours are mixed. The praise of Pac** 
tns is toe vague ; and Claudian always seems afraid of exalting the 
father above the sou. 
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chap, rendered hisadministrationrespeetable ihtheeyes 
xxvii., {joih 0 f j,ig subjects, and of his enemies. He 
loved and practised the virtues of domestic life, 
which seldom hold their* residence in the palaces 
of kings. Tbeodosinswas chaste and temperate; 
he enjoyed, without excess, the sensual and social 
pleasures of the table ; and the warmth of his 
amorous passions was never diverted from their 
lawful objects. The proud titles of imperial 
greatness were adornedihyt the tender names of a 



was raised, by his affectionate esteem, to theranfe* 
of a second parent : Theodosius embraced, as his 
own, the children of his brother and sister; and 
the expressions iff -Ms f e 

ngftMhmiskindred. < His fhmiliar 1 friends wei#^ 


judiciousty ^selected from among those persons, 
who, in the equal intercourse of private life, had 
appeared before his eyes without *a nMtsfc:*'the 


consciousness of personal and superior merit ena- 
bled him to despise tbe accidental distinction rf:, 
the purple; and he proved by his conduct, that he 


had forgottcn all the injuries, while lie most grate- 
fully j remembered all the favours and services, 
which he had received before he asccnded the 
throne of the Roman 

lively, tone of his conimainea^wdesa^t^tei!* 
the age, the rank, of the character, of Ids sub* 
jejitswhom he admittMi^to h» so^^i ja»d the 
affability of his rammers displayed timiinage of . 
his ihSa^^^epifesius respected the simplitity of* 
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thfe good talent, chap, 
of an usefel,;er eirbn a£ te»?innocent, nature, was xxvir ~ 
rewarded ter hh&jtefieious liberality; and, except 
thedrecetieSj whom he persecuted with implacable 
hatred, the diffusive circle of his benevolence was 
circumscribed only by the limits of the human 
race. The government of a mighty empire may 
assuredly suffice to occupy the time, and the abi- 
lities, of a mortal c yet the diligentprinee; with- 
out aspiring to the unsuitable reputation of-pres. 
found learning, always reserved some moments of 
his leisure for the instructive amusement of read- 
ing. History*£Wbieh enlarged hisexperience, 
was his favourite study. The annals of Rome, 
in the long period of eleven hundred years, J pre- 
sented him with a various and splendid picture of 
human life; -and it has been particularly observed. 



and freedom. His disinterested opinie*Po£?p8tt;, 
events was usefully applied as the rule of his tePh 
actions ; and Theodosius has deserved the singular 
commendation, that his virtues always seemed to 
expand with his fortune .; the .season of his pro- 
sperity was that of hismoderatioiijand his ete- 
meacy appeared the mosteonspicuoiis after the 
danger and success of the civil war. The Moorish 
guards of the tyrant had been massacrediif <*he 
first heat of the victory ;, and a smallanfober of 
the most obnoxious criminals suffered the punish- 
ment of the law. But the emperor shewed him- 


/ o 
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ch ap. . Iself much -more attentive to relieve tbemnocent, 
XXV11 ' 4han to chastise the guilty* The oppressed sub- 
jects of theWeet* who would have deemed them- 
selves happy intherestopationof their lauds, were 
astonished to receive a Suraof money equivalent 
to their losses; and the liberality of the conqueror 
supported the aged mother, and educated the 
- orphan daughters, of Maximus. 1 A character 
thus accomplished, might almost excuse the ex- 
travagant sup^ositioMofHtheorator racatus; that, 
if thoeWe* Brutus «euM bej*!rmkted ,ta>feyj#it 
the earth, the stern republican would abjure^nt 
the feet of Theodosius, his hatred of kings ; and 
ingenuously confess, that such a monarch was the 


factions, which might, perhaps, have abated his 
recent love of despotism. ; Th e virt w ^ j^iui^uf 
Theodosius wusjhden -rotated hy mdotence»?-.wid 
it was scanetimes Riflamcd by passion. u In the 
■ pursuit of an important object, bis active courage 

■^*4$ it. & - ^ . 'vj <*.*■’ , 

1 Arabros, tom. if, epist. xl, p. 955. Pacatus, from the want of 
skill, or of courage, omits this glorious circumstance. 

* *>*Pac*t. JnPanegyr. Vet. »i, 20. > ** ’ 

* Ztp&ntfr L iv, p. 271, 272. His Is^Q^^JbQr 

go air of candour and truth. He observe** these vi'risfitades of sloth, 1 
and activity, hot as a vice, boras Aangtthritr, in the character of 
' Theodosius. :* ~*-7 ' »*-. 

; • This choleric temper i* acknowledged, and excused, by\ Vicrtah 

Sed babes (says Ambrose, In decent and manly language, to bis 
' * * *&$& aatur« impel um y tfaem m qm letrire vtlii, cito varUs ad* 
m $|in*ulet,ia magis exsuscitas, ut cum revocare 
\ ix posris, (tom. «, epist. li, p. 998). Theodosius (Claud, in iv, 
t’ons. Hon. 268, Ac.) exhorts his son to moderate his anger. 


most faithful guardkm ^4hu l»^P^y|»id4ig- 


faults 

Theodo** 

fcius. 


v'*>? 


iereing eye of the founder of the re- 
have decerned two essential imper- 
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was capable of the most vigorous exertions ; but, chap. 
assoonaa^e design was accomplished, or the 
danger, was surmounted, the hero sunk into in- 
glorious repose; and, forgetful that the time of a 
prince is the property of his people, resigned hkn- 
self to the enjoyment of the innocent, but trifling, 
pleasures of a luxurious court. , The natural dis- 
position of Theodosius was hasty and choleric ; 
and, in a station where none could resist, and few 
would dissuade, the fatal consequence of his re- 
sentment, the humane monarch was justly alarmed 
by the consciousness of his infirmity, and of his 
power. It was tbeoonstant study of his life to 
suppress, or regulate, the intemperate sallies of 
passion ; and the success of his efforts enhanced 
the merit of his clemency. But the painful vir- 
tue, which claims the merit of victory, is ex- 
posed to the danger pf defeat; and the reign of a 
wise find merciful prince was polluta^tey aitaet of 
cruelty, which would stain theannalsof Nero or 
Domitian, Within the space of tbreeyears, the 
inconsistent historian of Theodosius must relate 
the generous pardon of the citizens of Antioch, 
and the inhuman massacre of the people of Thes- 
salonica. 

The lively impatience of the inhabitants of An- The wdi- 
tioch wa§ never satisfied with their own situation, 
or with the character, and conduct, of theirauc- a. d. 38 T. 
ceasive sovereigns. The Arian subjects ofTheo- 
dosius deplored the loss of their churches ; and, 
aa three rival bishops disputed the throne of An- 
tioch, the sentence which decided their pretensions 
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chap.*, esekcdthe murmurs of the two unsuccessfttbcon- 
x xvH .- gpegations. The exigencies of the-Gothic war, 
ahdthe inevitaWeexpence that accompanied the 
conclusion.' of thepeaee^bad constrained the em- 


4 


peror to aggemste the weightiOfitfee public im- 
positions ; and dhe provinces e£-~&s$s^ as they had 
not been involved in the distress, were the less 
inclined to contribute to the relief of Europe. 
The auspicious period now approached of the 



to ithe'-sjabjects, whose voluntary offerings had* 
been long since converted into an extraordinary 
and oppressive burden. The edjcts.o£ taxation 


mfa who, in pathetic* but, at first| 
i, language, solicited the redress of 


theirgrievanccs. They were gradually in&nsed 
by the pride of their haughty ladere^^^hotreated 
their complaints resistance ;otheif 


satirical wdidte^erMed into sharp and angry 
invectives;? and, from, the subordinate powers 
of i *gOvernn}ent, the* invectives of the people 
insensibly rose to attack the sacred character 
Peb. u. of -the emperor himself. Their. fury v .provGked 
by a feeble opposition, discharged itself on the 
•* images hf the imperial, family, "which vrerh 
erected as objects of public veneration, in the, 
most conspicuous plates of the city. The statues 
of Theodosius, of his father, of his wife Flaccilla, 
of histwnn so ns^Arcadius and Honorius, were 
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insolently thrown down front fheir pedestals, <?MXP. 
broken in pieces, or dragged with -contempt 
through the streets: and the indignities which 
were offered to the representations of imperial 
majesty sufficiently declared the impious and 
treasonable wishes of the populace; The tumult 
was almost intmddiateijr suppressed by the arrival 
of a body WlMehc» h«B4 Antlo<di had leisure to * 
&&E0amxgtmm ;0$het * 
According to the duty 
the governor of the province despatched a faithful 
narrative of tbewhole transaction ; while the 
tremWingeitfeenshrtrtistedthe eonfesdonoftheir 
crime, and the assurance of the» 
the zeal of Flavian their bishop, and ttTHfti®d$Bt 
quenee of the senator Hilarius, the friend, and, 
most probably, the disciple, of Libanius; whose 
this-mdanefeoly occasion, was not use- 
less to’ his ehUBtFyi’; • But the two-eapitals, An- 
tioch and Constantinople, were -separated hythe 
distance of eight hundred miles ; andy-notwith- 
standing the diligence of the imperial posts, the 
guilty city was severely punished by a long and 
dreadful interval of suspense. Every rumour 
agitated the hopes and fears of the Antiochians, 
and they heard with terror, that their sovereign, 

p The Christians and pagans agreed in believing, that the sedition 
of Antioch was excited by the demons. A gigantic woman (says 
Sotfothen, 1. vii, c. 23) paraded the streets with & scourge *8 wlfitod. 

An obi man (says Libanius Orat. xji, p. 396). in- 

tQ » ^outh, then a boy, &c. t , , 

*r' Zosimus, in his short and disingenuous account, 1. iv, p. 258^ 

2 certainly mistaken in sending Libanius frimseii to Constan* 

tinople. His own orations fix him at Antioch* 
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chap, exasperated by the insult which had been "offered 
XXYM ’ tohis own statues, and, more especially, to those 
of his beloved wife, had resolved to level with the 
ground’ the offending city ; and to massacre, 
without distinction of age or sex, the criminal 
inhabitants f many of whom were actually driven, 
by their apprehensions, to seek a refuge in the 
March s?. mountains of Syria, and the adjacent desert. At 
length, twenty-four days after the sedition, the 
general HeUebicus, aad Ceesarras* master of the 



sentence of Antioch. That proud capital was 
degraded from the rank of a city ; and the metro- 
polis of the East, stripped of its lands, its privi- 
leges, and its revenues, was subjected, under the 
humiliating denomination of a village, to the jti* 
ristffrtron ofLaodicea.® The baths, the circus; 
mid the theatres, were shut: and, that every 
source of plenty and pleasure mightat the same 
time be intercepted, the distribution ofcttnwas ^ 
abolished, by the setw^ instructions ofTheodoshSM. 

His commissioners then proceeded to inquire into 
the guilt of individuals ; of those who had per- 
petrated, and of those who had not prevented, the 
destruction of the sacred statues. The tribunal 
of Hellebicus. and Csesarius, encompassed with 

* ' ' ~ * * 

r Libanius (Orat. i, p. 6, edit. VeaeU) declare*, that, under rach 
* reign, the fear of a massacre was groundless and absurd, especially 
in the emperor's absence ; for bis presence, according tothe eloquent 
dbe, might have given a sanction to the most bloody acts. 

•JLaodkea, on the sea-coast, sixty-five miles from Antioch, (see 
> T oris Epoch. Syro-Meced* Dissert, iii, p. 230> The Antiochian* 
were offhaded, that the dependant city of Seleuda should presume to 
intercede for them. 
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aimed soldiers, waserected m tfaemidst of the cwtm * 
Forum. • The nobiesVand most wealthy;^ 1 the xxvir - 
citizens; of Antioei*; appeared before them- in- 
chains; the examination was assisted by the use^ 
of tortotBj and their sentence was pronounced or 
suspended, according to the judgment of these 
extraordinary magistrates. /Tbebeuses of the cri- 

aarf-'hsxury, to the most abject distrdsstf «hds»j; 
bloody execution was expected to conclude the 
horrors of a day** which thepreacher of An- 
tioch^tfie^teifuert Chrysostom, has represented 
as a lively image of the last and universal judg- 
ment of the world. But the ministers of Theo- 


dosius .performed, with reluctance, the cruel task 
which had* been assigned them ; they dropped a 
gentletearover the calamities -of the people; 
and they Hstenedwith reverence to thepressing 
^solicitations of the monks and hermits, who de 
scended in swarms from the mountains." Hel* 
lebicus and Csesarius were persuaded to suspend 
the execution of their sentence; and it was agreed, 
that the former should remain at Antioch, while 
the latter returned, with ail possible speed, to 
Constantinople ; and presumed once more to con- 
sult the will of his sovereign. The resentment of C ^ ^ c ? 

. ' 1 ' * lu ** 

* As the days of the tumult depend on the wmeahU festival of 
Easter, they can only be determined by the previous determination of 
the year. The year 387 has been preferred, after a laborious Inquiry, 
by THlemont, (Hist, dcs Bmp. tom. v, p» 741-7-M), and Montfaucon, 
iC brygostom, tom. xiii, p. 105-110). 

“ Chrysostom opposes tktir courage, which was not attended with' 
much risk, to the cowardly flight of the Cynics. 
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chap. Tbeddosius had already subsided ; the 'deputies 
XXV11 ' ofthe people* both the bishop and the oratof,had 
obtained a favdutfahle audience; and the re-* 


proaches ef the aeeapemnwere -the complaints of 
injured friendship, rafcherthspth* stem menaces 
of pride and power. A free and general pardon 
was granted to the city and, citizens ofAntioch j 
the. prison-doors were throw n open ; and senators, 
who despaired of their lives, recovered the pos- 


descended to praise the senate of Constantinople, 
who had generouslyintercededfor their distressed 
brethren: here warded. A««kN|Uffl»0eul^Btorius 

April 25 . bis respect and gratitude. A thousand new 
statues arose to the clemency of Theodosius; the 



session of 4»d the capital 

aneieafc dignity and splendour. Theodosiuseoa- 


bation of bis;Q)Ht^a«t^aifid :the empororiepn*- 
fessed, that* ifithe exercise of justice is the tnott 
important duty, the indulgence of mercy is the 
most exquisite pleasure, of a sovereign.* j,‘ 
and'mas- Tlmsedition of Thessalonica is ascribed* to a 
ThtLalo- m ° re sfaanieful cause, and was prodift^reeitarcb 

nica, A. D. , 'T? ' ’■* ■ * f , 

3$0. * The sedition of Antioch is fepreapnted in a lively, ?md almost 

dramatic* manner, by two oraiofi, who had their respective shares of 
interest and merit. See Idbanms* (Or*t xiv, xv, p. '389-480, edit. 
Morel. Oral, i, p. I-I4, Vc&t. 1754), and the twenty Orations of St- 
AdfinJCfcrysostom, de (tom. ii, p. 1-275* edit. Monlfiucon). 

f HH&Ot pretend to 'personal acquaintance with Chrysostom ; 

but TiHemofi^diist. dee Empereurs, tom* v, p. 263-283), and Her* 
mant, (Vie de St* Chrysostom, tom* i, {h 137-224), had read him 
witji pious curtosiff *ad '• L ‘ 


op stue. Roman empire. 

more dreadful eoBsequeace& That great city* 
the metropoli&ofall the lHyrian prerinees, had 
bees protected- feom the dangers of tbe-Crothic 
war*by strongfortifications, and eteumerousfgar- 
*ison. Botherie,- the general of thosetrodpsvaad; 
-ns it should seem from-his name, a barbarian, 
bad among Ills uihHWi * a vtoex- 

ss 
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iMMw^rfttto prison by the order of BdKffihfljRfclhtitl 
he sternly rejected the importunate clamohrs of 


r. 


1 the skill of a charioteer 
of more importance than Ms virtue. 'V 
■ment of the people was embittered by some pre- 
vious disputes; and, as the strength of the gar- 


ftalian^w&r, the fteMe remnant* -whose mimbers 
" were reduced by desertion, oould not save tbe un- 
happy general from their licentious futy; 1 -Bo- 
theric, and several of his pru»|phl officers, were 
inhumanly murdered : their mangled bodies were 
dragged about the streets; and the emperor, who 
then resided at Milan* was surprised by the intel. 
ligence of the andaeioiuMiai wanton-cruelty of 
-the people of Thessalonieai Ike sentence of a. 
dispassionate judge ttould have inflicted a severe 
punishment on the authors of the crime ; ami the 
rderit of Botherie mlghteontribute toexasperate 
the grief and indignation of his master. The 
heryand choleric temper of Theodosius was im- 
patient of the dilatory forms of a judicial inquiry; 

VOL. V. F 
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*,tbat the blood of his lieu- 
beexpiated by the Mood of tile 
still fluctuatedbe- 
andef revenge ; 


the reluctant emperor the promise of a general 
pardon; his passiqn was again inflamed by the 
flattering suggestions of his minister, Rufious ; 
and, after Theodosius had despatched the messen* 

to* ' 1 

MshWentof a Roman city was 
to the undistinguishing sword of the barbarians; 
and the hostile preparations were concerted with 
the dark and. 

inf Theasalonica werO tnea- 
ivJSiX in the name of their sovereign? 

Krt! he-gOmes of the Circus : and such was their 
insatiate avidity for those amusements,th&t every 
consideration of fear, m suspieia%i*|pas 
garded by the i^ pji H todalspectators. - As^soanas . 1 , 
the assembly v^pfeftplete, the soldiers, whoitad 
secret ly been posted round the Circus, received 
not af the races, but of a general 
promiscuous carnage continued 
three hours, without discrimii^i#Kxd sipMtgem 
of natives, of age m |» 1/ rf nij<ifrji>i'jff||iT|pjiii|. 
the most moderate accounts state the number of 
the slain at seventhoasaaid ; and it is aflinoed by 
gpine writers, that more than fifteefttimtrSitod vkv 
tHns were sacrificed to the manes ofEothenc. X 
foreign merchant, who had probably no concern . 
in his murder, offered |da own life, and fill wl 
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cat a p. m uniefte dto the archbishop ; who acted from the 
SSidablC persuasion, that everymeasuretd’ civil 
government maylfeve some connection with ihe 
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circumcision, aim 
the feith of .his baptism. Ambrose considers the 
deration of the Jewish, as the persecution of the 
Christian, religion ; boldly declares, tMddidhim'- 
self, and every 


the deed, and the crown of martyrdom ; andfa* 
ments, in the most pathetic terms, that thejp^ 
cntfeSttf life sentence would be fatal to tlfei^M 
and station of Theodosius. As t&te-ti rlrail&d- 
monition did not produce an imro6diateeffect,tbe 
archbishop, from his pttijpiti** publicly 

* See the whole tmateiwa Ambrose. (toOw-Ji, ftli. 

|»t AW- 8 j 6 ), and his biogr ap h e r KnSan, (e. 

b a yrac (Morales des Pfn»i & xvM* p* 32L ' fci«4 -twfe 

demand th* urcfcfcuhep. •'••" 
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the empeypr pn .hjs thpone ; b nor wduid he con- 
sent to, offer thelpMfelaih of the altar,tiffbehad 
obtained i’roin Xheodosius a solemn and po^jtive 
declaration, which secured the impunity Of the 
bishop and monks of Callinicum. v. The recant* 
ation ^jJlieQdosips and, during 

fo 



xxvir. 



r*jvw$a&mxc*&iv 

is and familiar ! convera^^s^g.; 

When Ambrose was informed of the massacre Penanr# of 
of Thessalonica, his mind was filled with horror ^* ,eodo * 
and. l ang^tu- l :^k’,ieta^> ipto: the country to *• D - 39a 
indnlgeliis grief, and to avoid the preaefuie.of * 
Theodosius. But as the archbishop was -satisfied 
that a timid silence would render him the accom- 
plice of hisguilt, he represented, in a private let- 
t^j ^e eB^nnity. of die crime ; which could only 

copal vigour of Ambrose was temperedbypru- 
dence; and he contented himself withsignjlyyjgf 
an indirect sort of excommunication, by the aaswf* • 


b lledie^ .Episcope, tie me proposuisti. Ambrose modestly con- 
fessed ft^ Wt !j<* sternly repHioaarided Tim&siud, general of* Che horse 
and £ 00 *, who-h^ j*esutt*edto s*y, that the monks of CaBigticttm 

deserved punishment . 1(s . , . „ ^ ^ 

Yet, five years afterwards. When lN«ctdodtiff"wa» abeent fromhis 
go ide^ he tolerated the JeW, 

ojUheir synagogue. Cod. Theodos. I. xvivtii vi& leg. 9, vitbG*4fr 
fr &$** Commentary, tom. vi, p. 22x 

X* Ar&hros. tom. ii, epist. B, p. 997-1001. His; . fipistfe lirW'ai*’ 
■teafcierhaptody on a noble sofcjeA Ambrose Mtiil’iefi'tetter than 
he could writer His compositions are destitute of taste, or genius ; 
wi&ut tbe spirit.of Tertullian, the copious elegance of Lactantiu*, 
the hv fc ly wit of ierom, or the grave teiergy of Augustin. 

^ :• . ~t* f 8’ ' ^ ’ 
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^„ 1 , baft he haft been warned in a vision, not 
* xvn - goffer the oblation in the name, or in the pre- 
sence "dhd hjr the advice, that he 

would confine himself to tfiij use of prayer, with- 
out presuniing.to approach the altar of Christ, or 
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period 

‘ r ‘" ' <J " ' £ 



years ;Vand aai, 

°f d% : tWS!!fGfc£tP£ Thessalonica, the murderer 
should have feeen excluded from the holy 
nnmiontilithehour of his death. Botthearefc- 


" r », » p * ‘ * , ^4-i •, 

and the public 


he admitted as a weighty reason to abrtd^ t 
duration of his punishment. Jt was sufficient, 

ensigns of royalty, shoidd hpjjear in a mournful 
and suppliant posture ; and that, 
the church of Milan, he should humbly Solicit, 
with sighs and tears, the pardon offais sins/ In 

thevarious 

- 1 * . A. ,1 


of about eight months, Theodosius was restored 
to the communion of the faithful ; and th^ gdM, 
wiffiffi interposes a salutary interval 
days between the sentence and the execution, 
may be accepted as the worthy finds of his 


"* kccdrtfag to tbe dtsctpUne oT St. Baaii, (Canon. ivi), the volitn- 
tety homicide was four years a mourner; Jfae aiheutr; met in a 
prostrate state ; and four in a standing {fcbtym, ' Mgfeai, 

(Beveridge ^Pandect, tom. ii, p. *7-151). yad a translation, (QtajiiofW 
* Hist des Sacremens, tom. iv, p. 219-277), of 
•* St* Basit . „ . 

.f JTbe penance of Theodosias is authenticated by tom. vi, 

de Olnt. Theodos. c. 34, p. 1207) ; Augustin* (de^lfot tki f v, 26), 
and PaoHnus, (in Vit. Ambros e. 24). Socrates If ignorant ; Soio- 
' ym4b *%*• 25 > concise; and the copiop sanative of Theodor* t 
(L v, t. must be used with precaution* * 



THB BEBL1NE AND FALIi 

repentance.* Posterity has applauded titer vk* 
tokos firmness of , the archbishop : and the exam-* 
pie of Theodoriusvmay prove the baneficiai 
influence of thosepriaciples, which could force 
p|mpBardr r exalted above the apprehension of 
human, punishment, to respect the: laws, mid mi- 
hiatens^of an Invisible Judge. “Theprinee,” 
saysMdntesquieu, * who is actuated by the hopes 
“ and fears of religion, may be compared to a 
“ *«»* t® 


thfe reyal- animal will therefore depend on the 
inclination, and interest, of fhe man who has 


nh^ #(S©Sfc The cause of humanity, and 
that jof persecution, have been asserted by tire 
sapafe Ambrose, with equal energy, and^with 
equal sflccess. 

Generosity After the defeat: a&dufiehtb of the tyrant of 
**«« -fte #onm»i-wfflrid was in the posses#*^ 

mi?' * 8 " He derived from the choice, of 

Cl^nri W honourable title to the provinces^!. 


‘s'/SIlTlif 


of conquest ; and the three yearay^ii hespent 
in Italy, were usefuily etophg^d^OJertQre the 

■ • i'- 1 ■ ‘ 1 

• Codex, Theodos. 2. ix t tit. xl, leg; IS. The date ajitf^iartnifpL^ 
of this law are peJfpteSfflrttitS ffiffictritfefc j 
to favour the honeat efforts of TtHeihont, (H^ dtf Etop, 
tonH TO), and Pagi, <C*kfci£ tom. I, p. £78* ' - ‘ ; 

1 Pn IMvcfe fpa tim« bti^bo, ef qtu 2h eriiM, ttt on lion qui ■ 
c^de a la main qai fe Idtfy ouilaVoix quirappaige. Eaprit den loi^ : 
J. xxiv, c. 8. . ,*} 


i 
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authority of the laws ;aod tUieoyr^ct the abuses*' c h ap# 
which had prevailecMptb impunity-wader the xxyiL 
usurpation, of.Maximus, and the minority «£ ( Ya»; 
lentinian. i ;The name of Valentinian was regu^ 
larly inserted in the public acts: but the tender' 
age, and doubtful faith, of the son- ofJustwar ap- 



gte, and almost without a murmur# froufc-the , 
administration, and even from the inheritance, 
of the ^^r»%^iJ^^jpjjiWBiiitjfciidteoiitHilted=the 
rigkfmaxims of interest and pehcy: has conduch 
would have been justified by htofriendstdtabtbp^ 
generosity of his behaviour on this memorable 
occasion has extorted the applause of his most 
inveterate enemies* He seated Valentiaiaa*en. 


present or future miv«iita§es»re^^ 
absolute dominion of all the provine^ firPmswlMehp 
hebadbeen driven by the arms of MaxhnasM^9, 
thd restitution of his ample patrimony, - TMoe * 
dosius added thefreeaad generous gift of the 
counrites^beypnd the Alps, which his successful 
valour had recovered from the assassin erf Gra- 
tian. 1 Satisfied with 
acquired, by revenging 
toy, and dehvering the West from 

tyranny, the emperor returned to 

'V"*" . /.r - i* . *' 

Tkr, wtf, TU, uHfytnt ; ***** «««i. is tlie mggard praise of 

.fmiMteriiti If (L W, pi -AngnsUn «*ys, with some happines»“ 

ot eap««ldaa, Valantitri am nn . , . , mbertwrdissimi veneration* • 
IBtnit. " * 



f 
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chap. Constantinople ; and, in the peaceful possession 
xxvrI ~ off the East, insensibly relapsed into his former 
habits of luxuryaod indolence. Theodosius dis- 
charged hisobl igation to thfbrother, he indulged 
bis conjugal tenderness to the^istor, of Valenti- 
raan- and posterity, which admireSjtoe pure and 
singular glory of his elevation, must applaud his 
unrivalled generosity in the use of victory. ... 
The empress Justinadid not long survive her 

L ^ ▼ t a. . —.7*1 . W ■* m » * S . « . • 


Character 
of Valenti- 

tiian, a. d. return 
391 . 


. _ . . , was not 

Hnenee the government of her son. k The per- 
nicious attachment to the Arian sect, which 
Valentinian had imbibed fromb^U$nmple and 
instru ctio«>»y^»e. a 

His growing zeal for 
HWRft&h Uf Nice, and his filial reverence for the 
icharacterand authority ofAmbrose, disposed the 
catholics to entertain the most. fnyupi^)e,«op{- 
nion of the virtue&oflW^yn iyig 
West , 1 They .spphtnded; his chastity and tom- 
peraooe r h»«ontaempt of pleasure, his application 
-tw business, and his tender affection for his two 
which could not, however, seduce his hu- 
partmieqai ty to pronounce an 
against the meanest of 

asaldile youth, before he Imd .nocma^irited the 
twentieth year of, hu^ogUk was oppressed, by do- 

■ \ . • 

.. J 9 * 9 ne», t vil, c.J^ jgp. Uiropdoor i» rer, m 

; See Apihmse, (tom, u».de Obit. Vakntiniap, c, 15 , &£.' p. 1179 ; 
c * fhe y<xmg emperor g*ye an entertaiim^cwt; 

he fustedbiHweif ; he refused Jo sett art haudaome actress, &c. Since 
he ordered hi* wild beasts to be killed, it » ungenerous in Phiiifljpr- 
gm?, i. ti, c* I) te reproach him with the love of that amusement. 
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tnestic treason ; and the ernpirewas again in- 
volved in‘ the BtHmadf of a wamArbo- 
gastes,® a gallant Soldier of the nation of the 
Franks, held the second rank in the service of 
Gratian. On the death of his master, he joined 
the standard of Theodosius ; contributed, by his 
valour and military conduct* to the destruction of 

irra^^^S»era! of the&rmies of Oaut His areal 
merit, and apparent fidelity, had gained the con- 
fidence both of the prince and people ; his 
boupdle8s v ttnn!|t^^ aH^uoace- of 

the troopsr and, whilst heO^asuniversaJly esteem- 
ed as the pillar of the stdfe, the bold and ctfafty 
barbarian was secretly determined, either to rote, 
or to ruin, the empire of the West. The import- 
ant conupands of the army wore distributed 



the creatures ofArbogwtes 


Were promoted toall thehononreanddflkesofthe 


civil government ; the progress Of the conspiracy 
removed every faithful servantfrom thep reft aw etif 
V alentinian ; and the emperor, withoutpower,ind 
withcrat intelligence, insensibly sunk into the pre- 
caribussnd dependant condition of a captive. 0 
The indignation which he expressed, though it 
might arise only from the rash and impatient 
temper o? youth, may be candidiy ascribedto-hbe 

generous spirit of a prince, who feh that %e?**s 
* ' * , - * , r,’*: - 

_ ®Zo*irnus (J. |w, pw 3?5) pralaea tiw enemy of Theotoiu *. But 
. beta detected bySocrateS, (L f, c. *$), end Orosiu*, tCVii, c. 35). 

* ‘ feregory ofToars (t; ft, c. 9, p. 165, in the eeeond volume of the 
Hi* to nan* of France) has preserved a cunous fragment of 
Alexander, an historian far mere valuable than himself, * ** 


m 
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||£P. i^t^^orthy to reign. He secretly invited the 
isSEk ofi^n to. undertake file office of a 

mediator ; ' as thfe pledge of his sincerity, and the 
guardian of his safety, lie . contrived to apprise 
the emj>eror of the East of his hdplcss situation; 
*? d “ 0 ^ that, unless Thecdqsiyus could 
march to his assistance, he mustattempt 
to 'escape from the palace, or rather prison, of 
Vienna in Gaul, wher^^jj^ imprudently fixed 
his reside '• 

imt^we^mpepof relief were distant^aitd 

, a, Ja every day furnished some new pro- 
vocation, the emperor^without strength or coun- 
sel, too hastily resolve^1^jny&^^^ 

Ttej'tewcd 
-wdhe ; and; as the count ap- 
a», . some appearance of respect, de- 

hrored to him a paper, which dismissed him from 
alt-nis employments. “ My a^riy^ jr^ ryp lied 

*a%f 

^qiteton fhelgroojuL The indignant monarch 
W^ft ttntwrdof one of the guards, winch 
he Mra^idHaiiraw from its s eahlyH i 
wmrtjot without some degree tn^ 

was prevented from us^ fSke p&t&Alf weapon 
against his enrnny^ageh^t^h^self, A few-days, 
May is. a$ter this extraordinary quarrel, in which he had 
resentmttrt’and Ms w^jfiess;lhctifi- 
fortttnale Yalentinianwas found strangled in his 
;ipartrtent; jsmd some pains were employed to 


* 
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uise the manifesl^guilt of 
persuade the world that, the death of the voung 
emperor had beefotfte' voluntary effect qwn 
despair . 0 His body was conductetl with decent 
pomp to. the sepulchre of Milan ; and the ar«^- 
bishop pronounced a funeral oration to c Qnpi» e. 
morate his virtpe, anti his^is^orUjpes.P ’ Qn this 

.lentininn, by the firm assurance, that their pitms 

^ rot ^ r > thoo^ij ■ sac ^r 

The prudence of Arbogastes had p*|i®red o 5wpatioa 
success of his ambitious designs : and the provin- of Eu se- 
cials, in whose breasts every sentiment of pa- a. u d.392- 



^ & v~ » v 

the choice of a Frank might 

rtai throne. But some remains < 
ju*ficestill opposed the elevation of Ail 

^ 3 |^f^ihd the judidpus J&rbarian . thought^ 

^ jwlaPf^rT* ^ . **«■**. ' ' ■ ' "v'g ’ i** »* r ’ 

;» f Gfed*f r a#,dWrt»li i «d P^riloetorg. p. 4*9-434) has diligently 
rollected all the eUea^tfoaa of thjdeath ef Valtntinion, II. 
The variations, afid the igpoianca, of contemporary wrilon, prove that 
Uwas secret. " ‘ 5 ’ - *s m '* ".f*1 - ■. '* » 

p % Obih>VaIcminian. tom. ii, p. 11^1196. J^e is AtCe^W? 
spieak a discreet and t^>scurc language : yet be, is much 
any layman, or per hapi any other ecclesiastic, 4buld ha&dft^tofeT 
' Sac c. 51, p HBB ; c. 73, p. 1193- Don Ctuknj^B, tflist. dcs 
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more advisable to reign under the name of some 
. Roman. He bestowed the purpleon 
therhetoriciam Eugenius; r whom he had al- 

tary, to the rank of master of the offices. In the 
course both of his private and public service, the 
count had always approved the attachment and 
abilities of Eugenios } his learning and eloquence, 
supported by the gravity of his manners, recom- 
mended him to the esteflDB&'Uififeihe neonle -. and 



may inspire a 

dice of his virtue and moderation. The ambas- 
sadors of the new emperor were immediately 
despatched to the .copt of Themiosiits^ta com- 



r death of Valentinian ; and, with* * 
out mentioning the name of Arbogastes, to re- 
quest .that the monarch of the East woidd em» 
brace, as his lawful colleague, the respectable 
citizen, who h^obtaiatedthe unanimous suffrage 

%sms was justly provoked, that the perfidy of • 
barbarian should have destroyed, in a moment, 
fruit, of his former 1 

aad be was excited by the tears of his beloved 

' . 4 H **§*■«* J 

i'' f i’« i 


, ... 

geaiu* professed Christianity Hfet lls leereT attacfcmotftd 

ISwanen, L »H, c. f*. IM1&*** rri, -ft ^ Agrun- 

aWte, *nd would iecuwSWOfethfalUp of Z<*tnW», (1. ir. p, *76, 

art#***---- * «•--»_ « ■ r* 

• Zo^na*0,iv t p, 278) mentions this emBessy ; trathets divert- 

ed ^7 another story from relating the events* 
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m 


wtfV to revenge the feteypf i JMfcaadmppy bro- ca*iv 

tber, and niww mn»i (n u«M kvmud>< X3EV1E 


majestyai f ftl.d ip pr . -Bat as the ste^g-poa.-- 
quest Of ihe : mfptoas a task of diffioidtyuad 
danger, hedismiSsed, with splendid presents, and? 
anarabiguous answer, the ambassadors ofEuge- 
mm ; and almost , two /yearsjwere«*nsumed in; 



sius pre- 

^Mmdx!ou$ to discover the will of ¥Lesrtefatiiai&" MTm 

as the progress of Christianity had silenced the ' ' 
oracles of.fid|pU/ a^.£pf^^4pcoB8iilted an 

the age, the gift of miracles, and the knAwle^e 
of futurity. Eutropius, one of the favourite «j.c 
nuchs of the palace of Constantinople, embarked 
for Alexandria, from whence he sailed up the 



neighbourhood of that city, and-dntbe summit' 
of a lofty mountain, the holy John «ana » 
strueted, with' his own hands, an humble ceH/ 4 h 

;=w *>■ ' *.* '..*>* t „ . . 

- * ,<**V y*m Vmjfrm r* 0m*** m *» titty* tktpv^fuv^ 

Zoslip, | <Jf % p. He afterwards say#, {p. 280), that Gall a died in 

chiwSed £ and intimates, that 'the affliction of her husband was ex* 
nwne, but short. i*z +% '**t H *. ;*■£****--, 

* LycopoUs is the modem Siut, or Osiot, a town of Said, about 
the size of SuTtenys, which drives a prodtablairade with the fcigg* 
dootof Secnaar, and has a very oopvettkgt fountain, ** ctqos potA 
“ signa virginitatia enpiuntur.” See d^AnviQe, Description de 
HEgypte, p. 181; Abulfeda, Descript, -ffigypt. p. 14, and the curious 
A i t aorat ion^ , p, 2$, 02, of his editor Micbaelfo. - \> - 

* $be life of John of Lycopoli# » described by his two friends, 

i, ^ 4*»). *nd Palladia*, (Hist. Lausiac. c. 43, 

^ r* 
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eb&d dwelt- above -fifty years, without 
low, without seeing* the faise ©la 
SK|p5&food that had 
:art. Fire 
and medi- 
eregu- 

h^^ened a small window, i 



fmfci every part of- 
eunuch of . 


hristian world. Tte 



, v 


•V 


event of the civil war, ; 
ftornedwith a favourable oracle, which animated 
the courage of the emperor : by the -assurance o€ 
abloody,but;h 


¥ 



3 an prudence could supplyi , 
'SJ^industryofthe two master-generals, Stilicln^ ' l 
a ad Tiro asms, was directed to recruit tfie 
bers, and to revive thfedfociph*^^ 
legions. The^^id^^ tjfqops of -harbarimw? ¥ ; 
llrtrensigns -of 

The Iberian* the Arab, andtl^i^i, ■ ■ * ; - 
Inmeech other with mstad'^p|’ 
ie^^el^ mlisted in the servfrg \ ' -i 

same prince ; and the romwaed jiAhaie^ae*- ' 
quired, . .in the, school /; 

knowledge of the after- ’ 


ps, 738), in Itosweydte’* grtS»'Cbtteiftion of the Tiilt- 

mm-mm. Eccles. 7*0) f 

b 'Skj&tttxn, 1. j*ti, e. » CtawHan <m t f£SttV*n!rt* '* 

lionarihrctBnch’s journey ; but he most conteoiptuoiuiy^nl^pi th* 
Egyptiei 4mm at, and the oracle* ®£ the Nile. 
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wards so fatally exerted for the destruction of chap. 
Rome/ • .+ <■ -- • r - « , xxvh. 

The emperor of the West, or, tospfe&fieofe H i 3 vie- " 
properly, his general Arbogastes, was instructed l™? over 
by the misconduct and misfortune of Maximus, a. d. 39*, 
how dangerous it might prove to extend theline Sept ' 6 ’ 
of defence against a skilful antagonist, who was 
free -to to 

hfcgRStesfixed his station on the conliiie$$9ftftip;. 
the troops of Theodosius were permitted to oe- 
cupy, without resistance,?the provinces of Pan- 


even the passages of the mountain^ 'w&mi/nfu 
gligently, or perliaps artfully, abandoned, *t0 the 
bold invader. He descended from the hills, and 
beheld, with some astonishment* the formidable 
eamjMrfthe ©aids '■w&G&wiqm that covered 

tends to the walls of Aqmleia^mid the banka of 

* Zosrimus, JL Jv, p, 280. Socrates, I. vii, 10. Alaric himael{j#e 
Bell. Getico, 5£4) dwell* with more complacency on his early exploits 


• Tot Augustus Hebro qui teste fagavi. 

'i ei hts vanity could scarcely have proved this plurality of flying em- 
perors. *'* *• r 

v * ciaudian (in iv Cons. Honor^fl, contrast* the military 
plans of the two usurpers.— *<;*,,*..• ^ k 

. ? . • Novitas audere priorem ' + 

Suadebat ; cautumque dabant exempt sequentem, \*yf 4 
Hie nova moliri prseceps : hie qaaerere tutu* ■M-- 
Fro vidus. Hie fosis ; coll ecus viribus ille. ^ ' u * \ 

Hie vagus exeurrena; iris mtra claastra reductua 
* Oissimiles ; sed morte pares. .... 


TOL V. 


G 
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CHAP- 

XXVIL 


tlw Brigidus, 11 or Cold River. c This narrow 
theatre of the war, circumscribed by the Alps 
ahd the Hadriatic, did not allow much room for 
the opSraftionsof military skill ; the spirit of Ar- 
bogastes would • have ’disdained . a; -pardon ; his 
guilt extinguished the hope of a negotiation : and 
Tfaedddsihs was impatient to satisfy his glory and 
revenge, by the chastisement of the assassins of 
Valentinian. Without weighing the natural and 
artificial pbstades thg^toaed his efforts, the 
emperordfthe fiast^M^fBatfely at^feed tfae 


fcrtlifcations of his rivals, assigned the post of 
honourable danger to the Goths, and cherished* 
secret wish, that the -bloody conflict might di- 
minish the . 

s, andRaeurius, 
ians, died bravely on the field 
of-battle. But the victory was not purchased by 
their blood : the Gauls maintained their advan- 
tage ; and the approach of night -prelected the 


disorderly flights^or retreat, of the troops of • 
Theodpsies. ;'> < ’ 4 ^Shh emperor retired fid: ^e : a«bf‘ 
jacenthills ; where he passed a disconsolate night, 
without sleep, without provisions, and without 
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hopes ; d except thatstrong assurance, which; CiBi As- 
under the most desp«rate eimimstantod»f^er Hi- 
dependentimind may derive from thedb#i®ti§pt 
of fortune and of life. The triumph of Eugehitts 
was celebrated by the insolent and dissolute-joy' 
of his camp ; whilst the active and vigilantAr- 
bogastes secretlydetacheda considerable body of 
troops tooccnpy^piMBesarfthe ntormtaitr^and 
in n ijrijiyipiiiptri*^ iumyr^'Tke - 
ilWWli «f day discovered to the eyes of TheddMlMb’ - 
the extent and the extremity of liis danger: but 
his apprehensions ■ were*- soon dispelled, by a 


who expressed their inclination to desert tbestaBd* 
ard of the tyrant. The honourable and- iucsrth 
tive rewards, which they stipulated as the price 
of their perfidy, were granted without hesitation ; 

the emperor subscribed^ bis «thfts 

ratification of the treaty. The spiriTof his sol- 
diers was revived by this seasonable rehrfhwSfc* 
ment : and they again marched, with confidence*;' 
to surprise'the camp of a tyrant, whose principal 
officers appeared to distrust, either the justice, or 
the success, of his arms. In the heat of the bat- 
tle, a violent tempest/ such as is often felt 

1 \ - * 

A Theodoyet sdSfrijw. that St. John, and St, Philip, appeared to*Ju& t 
waking, or sleeping, emperor, on horseback, &c- This is 
stance apostolic chivalfy, which afterwards became so pepuJ** hi 
Spain, and in the Crusades. 1 v > 

* Te propter, geiidis Aguilo d* nwmte proceliis 
Obruit adversas acies ; revolutaquc tela - 
Vertit in auctores, et turbine reppullt hasta$. 

Q nimium dilecte Deo, cui fundit ab antris 

Mollis 

G 2 
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chap, yfioag the Alps, suddenly. arose from the east, 
Xxvu. n f Theodosius was sheltered by their 

positic«i-hrom 4 te>W^etuosity of the .wind, which 

weapons 

from4heir hands, and. diver ted;,Q?repeiled, their 
^i^ettual javelins. This accidental advantage 
Was skilfully improved ; the violence ofthe storm 
was magnified by the superstitious terrors of the 
Gauls ; the 



tal^n the side of the pious emperor, 
tory was decisive; and the deaths of his two rivals 
were distinguished onlybythe difference of their 

domimda of-, the world,- was 
ijid»W t<^mpk)re the mercy of the conqueror; 
mid tlie unrelenting soldiers separated his heat! 
from his body, as he lay prostrate at tlfe feet of 
Theodosius. Arbogast^*wffep , 4hfti^»i«f a hjafc 
tie, in whkh^^^^d discharged the duties of a, 

wandered severalt dipt 
IZgasmg &e mountains. > , But when . fit#-.- 

vpkced, that his cause was desperate, and.his.fi- 
se$qm. impracticable, the intrepid bfirberaainiin 
tated tfie example of the ancient Romans,, and 

Et ccfrjjuratt a,. - ' r - . 

These famous lines of OaucUan (in in Cons. Honor. 93, &tv A* D. 
896) are alleged by his contemporaries, ; who 

mppresa the pagai* deity e(M>lw ; and from 

tlfeehB&iaowdion of eye-witnesaes* WithinJecr months after the vic- 
tory* it was compared by Ambrose to the miraculous victories of 
Moses and Joshua* * . .< : ’ „ . 
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ad 


toned his sitod agamsthisownbteastv The fete' ckak 
of the en^ire was deto*«ia^i in ftM^^rner 
of Italy; ahcbthe legitimate successor oftbehouse 
of V r alefitinian embraced the archbishop ofMilaa; 
and graciously received the submission of the pr<$* 
vinces of the West. Those provinces were in- 
volved in the gU^tof rebellion * while 

olaauirtf ~ With atnahly 

firtfedtfm, which might have been fetal to any 
other subject, the archbishop rejected the gifts of 
Eugenius, declined hi$ cmrrespondeii€e, and with- 





sente of a tyrant ; 
discreet and ambiguous language* The fliSftw 
Ambrose was applauded by the conqueror, who 
seonred^ th^g^le by his alii- 

of the archbishop of Milan/ ■ - -!§£ ^ ;= * 

After the defeat of Eugenius, the 
weft as the authority, of Theodosius, was cheefc sins, 
fidty ^l^SNfetedged by all the inhal^ants of the 
Ron^M^i^rid^ The experience of his past con* 
duct encotU^g^ the most pleasing expectations 
of his future reign ; and theage hf the emperor, 
which did^not exceed fifty years, seemed to 

extend the prospect of the piitife fefidty- I& 

* * '" j ' * 

1 rb« events of this civil tra^aie gathered fror^Amhraa^ fktjm. ii, 
tfimU fitii, p. 102?) ; Paulinws, {m VihAmbros. c. 26-34); Angus tin, 

(de Civitat.Bei, v, 26); Orosius, (1. vii, e. 35); Sozomen, (U vii, 
c* 24) ; Theodore t, (I* v, c. 24); Zosima*, (L iv, p, 281, 282>? 

Ciaudian, (is iii Cons, Hon. 63-105, in iv Cons. Hon. 70-117), and > 

the Chronicles published by Scaliger* 

G 3 
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Steljr four months after his victory, was 
by the people as an unforeseen and 
fatll f^t^j^wKWt'^festroyCd , in a moment, the 
hopes 't^ ihe rising generation. But the in- 
dulgence of ease and loxurybad secretly nourished 
tbfe : $irmciples of disease.* The strength of 
jjfjSras was unable to support the sudden and 
It' transition from the palace to the camp ; 
the increasing symptoms of a dropsy an- 



nounced tbe*si 



of the emperor. 


publiehad confirmed the division of fKeeristriFn 
and western empires ; and the two royal youths, 
Arcadius and Hdnorius* who . had - already ob» 



iriojite' and of Home. Those princes 
’'were riot permitted to share the danger and glory 
‘of the civil war; h but as soon as Tfieodosius 
had triumphed over his un worthy rirol^ he Called 
his younger son^Kem^bs; ^ : nrijd^ tSri ;: thiit3 of 
the victory, aiicNto receive the sceptre of" the 
'■^fest from the hands of his dying father. * The 
arrival of Honorius at Milan was welcomed by a 
spleftdtd exhibition Of the games of the Circus ; 


* This disease, ascribed by 
of war, is represented by 



c-.XL of 


, sloth and intemperance \ toe Fboth?s calls him an impudent 

liar, ((kwlefroy, Dissert, p. 48$ * ■ * ’ ‘ \ ■ 

* Zosimu* supposes* that the hoy Hooorius •ccvmpm&fi&bi* father, 
' <k ih pt 280). >’«* th«, quarto 'fiagrabant ,p*ctoca votev jb that 

flattery would allow to a contemporary poet ; who dearly describes 
the emperot’s refusal, and the journey of Honorius, after the victory, 
(Claiuflan hr hi Cana. 7&-12£). 


or the Homan em pi H e * 


£7 



sence to the public joy, Put the ron^i^ gf his 
strength were exhausted by the painful effgrt, 
■ which he .made, to assist at the spectacles of tj^p 
morning. . Honorius supplied, during the rest of 




the day, the. 

21 


d -8*?# 

M * — *-•*’*• ' T -,p. 

_ II 

eath was uimer sally lamented., 
barbarians, wliom he had vanquished, 
the churchmen, by whpn he .h^d been subdued, 
ct>lebr«N^- .aagUb ;ioud wA. sinfore .opplause, 
the qualities of the deceased einpercg.wjffib 
appeared the most valuable in their, eyes. ,Jlhe 
Romans were terrified by the impending dangers 
of a feeble and divided administration ; and every 

of 


Arcad&saiid 



imius roviv^^^nieinofy of 

. their irreparable loss. , . 

Jntliefaithful picture of the virtues 
dosiu3, h^ impeifections have not been 
Wed ; s ^»fefct of cruelty, and the habits of. in- 
dolence, , which tarnished the glory of one of the 
.greates&f©&jt|i£ JRoman pjripces. An historian, 
perpetually adverse to the feme of Theodosius, 
has exaggerated his yiee§» ;£$«$ their gernicjojis 
effects; he boldly asserts, thatevery ranh.of 
subjects imitated the effeminate raanners^lfceir 
sovereign ; that everyspecies of corpi^ion pol- 
luted the course of public and private life ; and 
that the feeble restraints of ordef and decency 
were insufficient to resist the progress of that dc* 


Cwruptian 

otHte 
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chap. generate spirit, which sacrifices, without ablush, 
theeonsideration'of duty and interest to the base 
mdulgencfe^ef siothand appetite. 1 The com- 
plaints ofcontempotarywriters, who deplore the 

ot manners, 

are commonly expressive of theMpeculiar tern- 
per apd situation. There aye fewyobservers, who 
possess a clear and comprehensive view of the 
revolutions of society ; and who are capable of 
discovering the niee aBdaga afetspringsof action, 

ideapricious passions of •» ^M& ili fe tf 
individuals. If it can be affirmed, with any de- 
gree of truth, that the luxury of the Romans was 
more shameless and dissolute iU .therd^n.of Theo- 

perhaps, or 

|wu$. th4' alteration cannot be ascribed 
to any beneficial improvements, which had gra-, 
dually increased the stock of national ridhes. A- 
long period of calamity or decay t jpasfc have, 
checked the ind^^ r mtddM^m^bedf|e wealth, 
of the .pe<^ite’|. hi^4heir ■ profuse; luxury atest 
t i be&f.j&e result of that wdtiefeia&btei 
th enjoys the present hour, and declines the 
thoughts of futurity. The uncertain condition 
of their property discouraged:, 

Theodosius from 

laborious undert* snim- 

mediate expence, 
advantage. 

desolation tempted them hot t$ spare the ' mama* 1 
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of a patrimony, whichmigbt, uveryhour, become cfeafc 
the prey of the A^libe mad 

prodigal%'wM^i:^r#vails in the cOhf^i^ef a 
shipwreek, Or a siege, may serve to explain the 
progress of luxury amidst the misfortunes 
terrors of a sinking nation. " V 7 ’*- 

The effeminate luxiifjfv -wliidi infected thfcTbe infcn. 

try lay 
asjihc their 

•tten cM»^/*f; < i^e^ rmuu ''- 


F ■ . r . m k ■ ' -* A . jr— • — 

Hptar and their degeneracy has been'AfitfMii' 
by the pen of a military writer, who had -acdls** 
rately studied the genuine and ancient principles 


A J*F 

observation of Vegetius, that 
invariably covered with defensive' 
the foundation of the city, to the reign of the 
emperor Gratian. The relaxation of discipline. 


r--x 




of the service ; they 
the armour, which they seldom wore f 
successively obtained the permission of 
asidefhotM^eir cuirasses and their helmets. The 
their ancestors, the short sword, 
and thefW3*M9teuj»»7aiB, Which had subdued the 
world, insensibly drop(jed-bsQttfr thgif feeble hands. 
As the us^of the shield is incompatible with "that" 
of the bow, they rehiotantly marched into th<* : 
field; condemned to suffer, eithef the } 
wounds, or the ignanpa^of flight, *»** Jfc '* ii 
disposed to prefer dlHHlil'shamefeltiSithative. * 
The cavalry of the Goths, the Huns, and the 
Alani, had felt the benefits, and adopted the use. 



* 
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chap, ©^defensive armour; and, as they excelled in 
XXVI> ' the management of missile weapons, they easily 
overwhelmed the naked and trembling legions, 
whose heads andshfeasts w«e exposed, without 
defence, to,#® arrows of the barbarians. The 


loss of armres, the destruction of trities, and the 
dishonour of the Roman name, ineffectually soli- 
cited the successors of Gratian to restore the hel- 
mets and cuirasses of the infantry. The inervated 



be* considered as the immediate cause of the 
downfal of the empire. 1 


k Vegetius, de Re MiliUri* 10* ftl; -calamities . 

which he mirks. compel Ha to'h&ev*, that the //era. to'wham he 




' ' *• -,** - -■* -v 

?'£*; • *. M ? -~M‘ J ’ ■>* 

* ' r;z % 
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iwol destruction of pagankin-^IntroductiqTi.of the wor- 
ship of srwtls, qrul relfcsf ari&mg the Christians, 

• -- *■•** - ^ - • -^i- »■ , fey r /», . ■ ■- ^ 



is* perhaps the only exan^(Ql^|||M>> 
tal extirpation of any ancient and popular super- 
stition ; and. may, therefore, deserve to be con- 
sidered,^ a singular etfettt imthehistary of the 
human mind. The Christians, more especially 
the clergy, had impatiently supported thepradent 
delays of Constantine, and the equal toleration of 
the elder Valentinian ;nor could they deem their 
crifcquest perfectorsecure, as tongas their adver- 
saries were* permitted- tp exisfc-*. The influence, 
which Ambrose and his brethren bad acquired 
over the youth of Gratian, and the piety 
Theodosius, was employed to infuse the mafcims 
of persecution into the breasts of their imperial 
proselytes. Two specious principles of religious 
jurisprudence trere established, from whence they 
deduced a direct and rigo«)^ <S>nclu5ic«i, against 
the subjects of the empfrerwho still adhered to 
the ceremonies of their ancestors; thaC 4 i%e 
magistrate is, in some measure, guilty of the 
crimes which he/ fr*|jfeets to prohiMt, or tor 
punish; and tAaTtbd^Olatrous worship of fa- 
bulous deities, and real demons, is the most 
abominable crime against the supreme majesty of 
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State of 
paganism 
at Rome. 


T tf ! t 

ilnr-Cf&atbr: The laws of Moses, afid^the 
fMtinptes of Jewish 5 history,* were hastily,' per^ 
htjk erfe»e^sl5?3|^Bfea, hy- the clergy, to the 
ttild and%«y^^^y^iP*eBristta!iitv. b The 



zeal Of 


to vindicate 
r, - and' that ofdS^Sfeity': and 
tfc<g?*t£mples of the Roman world were subverted, 
about sixty years after the conversion of Con- 
stantine. 


From the*agi£B£' UlU'ittatfdf Ora- 

shift ftffhe several colleges of the sacerdotal 
order. 1 " Fifteen Pontiffs exercised their su- 
preme jurisdiction over all things, and persons, 
that were' consecrated td l the Service i 





Senary sysfemj'wirfesubmhted' 
fcffhe judgment of their holy tribunal. Fifteen 
aiid learned Augurs 
the heavens, , 
according to Fifteeft keepers 

of the -'Syl^fiii‘'l^>ka (their- nafne of Quin- 

{tohL iV:dts£hit. Theodos. p. 1208) expressly praises 
o£^tosiah in the destruction ofid^Igtry, 
The fanguage of Jutius t*inTiieus Maternus on the same subject (tie 
tnia&nmK* IfcRg/p. 487* edit. 

Kec iilio jubet (the Mosaic Law) parci, n*e £)t per afrtt#tq\ e&i* 

jugem gladiunr vindicem ducit* • .warls- 

b Rayte (tom. fi, p. 400, In i liHiiiin|liiiijj,i^j^L 

♦dies, and limits, these int<>hrraijt ;|jiWa by the temporal reign ef Je-< 
ho rah over the Jews. The Aitgpdpt,^ lau dab le. „ ^ 

* Sdc'thc outlines, of the ftdmauTii^&rcky tio &efoj {tie l£ghmW 
ii, ?» &>? Livy, (i, 20) , EKonyuhis ita^rikar^^ (L ii,*p. MO* 
I?», edit. Hudson) 5 Reauibrt, (Repubffcgtte JJononinc, tom. i, p. 1-&J^ 
and Moyle* (vol, i, p. 10-55). The last is the work of an English 
us well as of » Italian antiquary. 
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becemv-irs suras derived,; front ; their* number) cbap.' 

OCCESIO* 10 ^^ iLln^AHn nnrl NNV^HI. 


as it should ^eett^of contingent, evdatss.:, Six 
Vestaes, .devoted; their virginity to the guard 
of the sacred fire, and of the unknown pledges 
of .the. duration of Rome;, which nojnortal had 
been sufferedto behold. with iimpunity.* 1 Seven 



ie annual festival. Tbie--ili§ittj$pfe 
mens of Jupiter, of Mars, and of Quirinus, 
wei’e consid^i^ as the, phculiar nunisters of the 
tt 

the fate of Rome and of the imiyerse^ 
of the Sacrifices represented the A j 
Numa, and of his successors, in the religious 
functions, which opuld be performed only by 


the. Lift EHCAfe, &c. practne^ah^ -ates^as 
might extort a smile of contemptfirom every 
reasonable man, with a lively confide*em«fe»ew 
commending themselves to the favour of thftdm* 
morM^gads. The authority* which the Roman 
prie^ts ked feimerly obtained in the councils of 
the republic* was gradually abolished by the 
establishment of nmnarchy^pad the^removai of 

These mystic* and perhaps imaginary, ?39*b<d* havefi»eiA^I|fe 
various fables and conjectures. It seems probable* that 
tfas a small statue (three cubitt and a half high), of a 

lance and distaff j that it was oaSatty, inclosed iu a^eria, V barrel ; and 
that h supilar barrel was placed by its side, to disconcert curiosity, or 
sat&ige. See Mezcriac, (Comment. sur Ics Kplrf^ d*Ov:de, tom* »* 
p. 1j fr-66)* and Lip*ius, (tom. ili, p. 610, de Vesta, <•. I0j, , , 
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the seat «f empire. But the cfigoity ^Ibeir 
sacred character was still protected by the laws 
atod maimersuf^i^««|Dtry: ; and they stilTcc®- 

vinces,the rights of their erofesiaitieal pod civil 
jurisdiction. Their robes of purple, chariots of 
state, ’and sumptuous entertainments, attracted 
the admiration of the people ; and they received, 
from the coni^crated i lauds# -end . the public 


pisrtfid the - splendour of the priesthood, 

the expences of the religious worship of the state. 
As the service of the altar was not incompatible 
with the command of ’ xL ~ T> “ 



Ij’ar of augur ; the seats of Cicero* 
and Porapey were filled, in the fourth century, 
by the most illustrious members of the senate; and 


donr on their fifteen 

priests, the college of pontiffs, 

cloyed aihore distingtdshed rank as the comp®- 
Dions of their sovereign ; and the Christian eqipe- 
rof^ndhietc^i^ted th accept the robe apd^en- 
signs, which were appropriated iteifcbe. office of 
supreme pontiff But when Grati«ft a«!pnded the 


throne, more scruf 

• Cicero frankly, (at! Attica*, t ii, epist. 5), or indirectly, (ad 
Mm& h XV, epist 4), confeswt, fhxl the aufrtfot* is the 
object t>f his wishes. Flinyht prmidtotTead in the footsteps of Cicero, 
(t he continued firop* 

history and marbles. 
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he steralyrejeeted those profanesymbols ; f ap- crtAP. 
plied to the service of thestate, or of tbfcchurch, xxvin. 
the revenues of the priests or vestals; abolished 
their honours and immunities ; and dissolvedthe 
ancient fabric of Roman superstition* which was 
supported by the opinions, and habits, of eleveft 
hundred years, Paganispawas still the constitu-, 
tional their senate. Watts or 

tijjffjfe 'iliifci^unrl altar of Victory a 
female standing on a globe, with flowing, gafw* 
ments, expanded wings, and a crown of laurel 
in 'Meat Tbfe senators were - 

sworn on the altar of the 

laws of the emperor and of the empire f'dbd#? 
solemn offering of wine and incense was the 
ordinary prelude of their public deliberations. 1 


only inpi 

superstition of the Romans. The?rt*lt of Victopyj 
was again restored by Julian, tolerated by Vajettef? 
tinian, and once more banished from the senate 
of Gratdan. k .But the emperor yet 


* Jfosijnus* L'ihpi 249* 250, I hay ^suppressed the foolish pun 

about p<mtifex aha Maxfou*. ‘ ’ * * 

* This statue wits transported from Tatottah to Btsme, placed *n 

the Curia Julia by Caesar, and decorated by &ngat*m with thenpaU*, 
of Egypt. ° r ' 

h Prudenti us (t II, in initio) has drawn a tery ftwkward j 
Victory ; hut the curious reader will obtain more satirihei ^ „ 
Montfaucon’s Antiquities, (tnra.i,p. S£l> ‘J *f*~ 

4 See Suetonius, (in stnd the Exnrdimwof Pliny's 

Panegyric. ^ ; ?? * 

* These facts are mutually a&w&dby the two adrocates, Sym. 
xnachus and Ambrose. 
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chap, spared the statues of the gods which wereexposed 
tdvthfe public veneration : four hundred and 

»JrV * . ' r m 

twenty-four temples, or ebaples, still remained 
to satisfy tfedev&tjon of the people; and in 
every qSattef of, ^dme. tby , v delicacy of the 
; mas ofiendieii by' thd.fiu^es -of idola- 

sacrifice. 1 

Petition or ^.iguj the Christians formed the least numerous 

the senate , v - 

for the ai- party in the senate of Rome ; ra and it was only 

ZjIZ'd. by their absent^ th^^g^^d^ress their 
384 ' dissect ftMh wit legaf, a 

* fidgalt majority. In that assembly, the dying 
etfihers of freedom were, for a. moment, revived 



and inflamed by the breath of fanaticism. Four 
respectable deputatidnsyvere sue^essiy^yy oted to 
‘ .tei iepresent tbe grievances 
Stood and the senate ; anti to solicit 
’restoration of the altar of Victory. The 
' i&nduct of this important business, was.mtrusted 
eloquent Symmnrfi^f^^M^ ^ pid. 
» W : ' ** il '*t'\ ■ ~ -V s . 

than Constantine* doe# not find 
^worthy to be named among the edifices of the 


one Cl 

if>‘epi«t- xvii, p. 825) deplores the public 
•otbdal* of Rome, which continually offended the eyes, the ears, and 
faithful. * : . * 

"repeatedly affirms, in contradiction to cominojp sense, 
idf voh ii, p. 147), that thejChdst|p« h^dJS^ t^yority 
in the senate* - ^ 

n The first (A. D. 382) to (;ratian,.wJm^refnsed*»hom audience. 
Tbe #eco»i (A? r t). 384) to Vatetftefan* when the field w*a, diaputed 
by Symmachus and Ambrjpfc. fee third (A. D. 388) to Theiwlo- 
sius; and the fourth (A»X>.3&3)*q Valentinian. Lardner (Heathen 
•« vol.jv, p. 5^-399) fairly reprcfsnte the whole tr^ng- 






who was invested with all the civil ml sacerdotal 

v wnatj'-vw-,,- - ■£ 

Honour*, represented the emperor under the two characters of Pmwfix 
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' the civil ^nities of 
^NiOWRr;Oi}-'^aK 8 » and prefect of 5 l|j. 
Tire W&&&W iSymmachus was animated bytbe 
Wartdest zead for the cause of expiring paganism, 
and his religious antagonists lamented the abuse 
of his geniu s, and the inpffic?cy of Jijsmpfal vlr- 

n, was 

Tty and danger of the office which JSe. had 
assumed. IkM^M^^ds eyqy topic which 


fares, that prajeiyj 
are his only arms ; and artfully 
arguments from the schools of rhetoric, rather 
than from ^h^ e^^^^osophy. Symmachus en- 



des's of Victory ; he insinuates, conhs- 

cation of the revenues, which were cqnaecrRt!p|l 
to the seryice of the gods, was a measnre un- 
worthy of his liberal and disinterested character; 

that^the Roman sacrifices 
would be deprived of their force and energy, if 
they were no longer the expence, 

as well as in the name, of» the republic . 1 Rwen 
scepticism is made to supply act apology 
perstition. The great and 



•U Print*?* StriOU »i^he the proud at the 

S works. * *■* ^ r 

oae, a*y* G&h »*> 

in the imti with an instrument of gold and Ivory. Even saint*, fnd 
polemic taints, treat this adversary with respect and civility. £ 
VOL. V. H 
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chap. seSS of the universe eludes the inquiry * 
xCTW, i Hlwe reason cannot instruct, custom may lie 
permitted to every nation seems to 

consult “fey* a faithful 

attadupeijt to thdW tig^^ ^f*of Mdns, which 
hayerefeeived the sanction of -If those ages 

have been crowned with glory and prosperity, if 
the deVout people have frequently obtained the 
blessings which they have solicited at the attars 
ofthegU^si to 

petsist in the same' salutary practiefe’r 
risk the unknown perils that may attend any rash 
innovations.- The test of antiquity and success 
was applied with singular adv&B^f^e te the reli- 



ieiio^r^tKe fates of theBty*ik 
by the orator to plead her own cause 
before the tribunal of the emperors. “ Most ex^ 
“ cellent princes,” says the venerablj^HUitrott, 
**. fathers of your 

“ age, which hashitberto flowed in an uniftter- 
rUptedcottrse of piety. Since I do not repent, 
“^permit me to continue in the practice of my 
“ ancient rites. Since I am born fFee, allow me 
“ toepjoy iny domestic institutions; T his refi. 

“ gkm has reduced the world under my laws. 

“ These rites have repelled Hannibal *ifrom the , 
“ city, and the Gauls from the capitol. Were .; 
“ my gray hairs reserved for such intolerable dis- 
I am ign'Oraht of the new system, iha| 

“ I am required to adopt ; but I am well assured,- 
“ that the correction of "old age is always 
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w . ignomiftfcus office j ” 9 The chap. 

fears of rtSe people supplied what the iggcretion x fy r ^ 1 ' 
of the tH^aharhj^siBppressed ; and the calamities, 
whichiaffiictedt or threatened, the declining em? 
pire, were unanimously imputed, by the pagans, 



# sion oi 
Marne, 

f?2®lan i who f&tiftedthe.emf t ' a 388, 

t'it 7-' " 'j'' p m ~ — 1 1 v vv ■*? \ */* 

pWwrs against the fallacious eloquence of the ad- 
vocate of Rome. In this controversy, Ambrose 

it _ 

should be thought necessary to introdUcennjma* 
ginary and invisible power, as the cause of those 
victories, which were sufficiently explained by the 
valour and di^eipline^of the. legions. He justly 

could only tend to discourage the rm 
of art, and to replunge the human race into their 
original barbarism. From thence gradually ris, 
ing to a more lofty and theological tone, he 
prpnouhcea, that Christianity alone is the doctrine 
of truth and salvation ; and that every mode of 
polytheism conducts its deluded votaries through 
the paths of error, to the abyss pf eternal perdi- 

, * See the fifty ‘fourth epistle of the tenth book of Symmagfrun. ja gs 
the form and disposition of his ten books of epistles* beiiU&fe^&fc 
younger Pliny ; whose rich and florid style he was supposed, by his 
frie&ds* &> equal or excel, (Ma&ob. SotumaL t v, the 

lytiftimcy of Symmachus consists of barren leaves, without fruits, 
and ^yeawithout flowers* Pew frets* and few sentiments, can be 
traded fro® his verbose correspondence.. 

H 2 



100 

CHAP. 

xxrm 


THE DECLINE AND PALL 

turn/ Arguments like these, whehflieywere 
suggested by a favourite bishop, -had pbwerto 
prevent the re&olaftbn of the altar of Victory ; 
but thesanfe ai^uifiaente^fell. with much more 
energy; and a conquer- 

or; and the gods of antiqttty #ei« dragged in 
trfomph at the chariot-wheels ! ef Theodosius." 
In a foil meeting of the senate, the emperor pro- 
posed, according to the forms of the republic, 
i the of 

Jiqnter/dihtftaxt^ Christy 
of the' Romans ? The liberty of suffrages, w&acn 
he affected to allow, was destroyed by the hopes 
and fears that his presence inspired ; and the ar- 

On a regular division 
of the senate, Jupiter was Condemned and de- 
graded by the sense of a very laige mwority; and 
it is rather 

«->*#¥• <*»■*»• H> epi»t- *»ii, xviii, p. 825-833). The form- 

9? p* fr short caution ; the latter is a formal reply to 

U» pd t fth W or libel of Syimnachus. The same Ideas are mere copi- 
oiufrr. expressed in the poetry. If it may deserve that frame, of l*ru- 
deutius; who composed his two books against Symmachus, (A. B, 
404), while that senator was still alive* Tti* wfiimska) enough, that 
Montesquieu (Considerations, dec. c. six, too* itt, p. 4 should ovei - 
look the two professed antagonists iff Symmachus ; sod aftitue him- , 
•tlf with descanting on thfc Aft* remote and indirect cofrftitahom of 
®P««ins. St* Augustin, andSelvhm/ “ - * ,-*■ - 

itM. «* : ' 

> pa**a Zorimim, % hr. p. *8S>, fe placing t H r eaHj W 
.jinri i o wgifeto cadeTfe** 
ni, (L LAID). Bat the time suit cirewnMapce* are better mttetto 
fris fim triumph. 
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thoy w«a^|stlU ^$?ched to the chap. 

f* ; con- xxVm. 

vemofrofth© senat-e must be attributed, either to 
supernatural or to sordid motives ; ,and many of 
theserehictant proselytes betrayed on every fa- 
vourable occasion, their seeret disposition to throw 
aside the mftsk of odkmsdissimulation. But 




: to the authority of the empefigr*Ao 
the fashion of the times, and to the entreaties of 

instigated 

Wk- M S y ef. Bcw?e. iw4 the 
" hwais of the East. The edifying:exsraiplj§^ 
the Anician family was soon imitated by the rest 
of the nobility: the Bassi, the Paullini, the Grac- 
chi* embraeed the Christian religion ; and “ the 




^ ^ ^ ■ 

“ of Calos, (such are the bigh-8oiir» r ejqM'essions 

“ of Prudentius,) were impatient to strip them- 
“ selves of their pontifical garment ; to cast the 
« skin of the old serpent ; to assume the snowy 

* Prudenlius, afterproying that the sense of the senate Is declared 
by a legal majority, proceeds to say, (609, &c.) 

Adsjnce quam pltoo subsellia nostra Senatd 
Decernant infame Jovi* pulvinar,.et ej»oc _ 

Idolium lunge purgata ab urbe fi^gaodum; 

Qua f%cat egregii sententia Prineipis, &0uc 
Libera, cum pedibus, turn cordc, froquentia transit* w 
Zotfimus ascribes to the conscript fathers an heathenish conn||i^9lich 
few of them are found to possess. . . * , „ ***. 

*Jerom specifies the pontiff Albinas, who was attnpwjgP^wth such 
a behoving femily of children and graadchildran, as would have been 
to concert even Jupiter hi*ae£r^an extraordinary proselyte ! 
(tom. s« ad Lactam, p. 54). 

hS 
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CHAP, 

xxvfiit 


Ueat ruc- 
tion of the 
temples in 
the provin- 
ces, 

A. D. 381, 
Ac. 


-#S#£>ICL1## Afcft Ta£l 

w of baptismal innpfcehce ; and bSSliSttbte 
, *^Hie jfride of the consular fascesbetorethe^tdiHbs 
** %? the mipf'fyiTfc^ ■’ffcfe citizens, who subsistedby 

supported bytbe ^pftWie' ^ira^r, fil led the 
ebfcfiitbSr of the Tkteratii ^ *pith an 

Incessant throng of devout proselytes. The de- 
crees of the senate, which proscribedtheworship 
of idols, were ratified by the general consent of 

tcNtfftft and contempt. 1 ' Rome sirbmitted -to 
thfe yoke of the gospel ; and the vanquished 
provinces had not yet lost their reverence for the 
name and authoritytof'8«i*Kj^f^£-ifc«.^---.- 
;'fbe i Mial ; ^tetyb#lhe empet'orsthiemsel ves en- 
to proceed, with some caution and 
tenderness, in the reformation of the eternal city. 
Those absolute monarchs acted wit 
to the prejudices of the 
labour which had been suspended near twenty 
years death of Constantius,* was wt 

T' ’* Bmltsre Futrcs yldeas, pulcherrima mundi *- 

, ^ I ^uxnina ; Concilmmque senum gestire Catonunl v 
C«5didiore togi niveum pietatis amictum 
STomere; et exu\iaa deponere pontificahw. T ' r .^ 

The fancy of Prtukniius is wormed and elevated by vSttory. 

y Prudentius, after he has described the conversion of fee senate and 
people, asks, with some truthand confidence, - • : & 

Et dubitamusr adhuc BaBWih, tibi* Christe, dimtam 
In leges transUse tua®| ' * ’ 5 - “* " - -* 

emits in the de«&*tion of th#tapitol* ahd the oth«r tetn- 
(tom. i ii,|* 95). ^ ' 1 . 

* tift*nfus<Qr*i. pro Templis, p. 10, Genev. 1634, published by 
James Godefray, and now extremely scarce) accuses Valenti nian mtod 

Valens 
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gorously resumed, and £wdly accomplished, by c hap. 
the zeal o£ ^hyepdofi«l- > Whilst that warlike 
prince yet struggled with the Goths, not for the 
glory* jmt for the safety, of the republic ; he 
ventured to offend a considerable party of his sub- 
jects* by some acts which might perhaps secure 
the protection^ Heaven* bust, which must seem 


■ dust 

Ugains tthe pagans, encouraged the pious empe- 
ror to reiterate and enforce his edicts of proscrip- 
tion j the srpne been originally 

pfiedl after the defeat of Maximus* to the ^hble 
extent of the western empire ; and every victory 
of the orthodox Theodosius contributed to the 
triumph of the Christian and Catholic faith. 1 * 
H^ rdfockeil superstition in ber wost vitaL part, 
by prohibiting the use of sacrificea*which he <te- 
clared to be criminal as well asinfamous; and if 
the terms of his edicts more strictly condemned 
the impious curiosity which examined the en- 
trails of the victims,* every subsequent expla- 
nation tended to involve, in the same guilt, the 


Valens of prohibiting sacrifices. Some partial order may have been 
issued by the eastern emperor; but the hH* of 4wy gwieraMaw^i* con- 
tradicted by-*he silence of the Code, and the eridente of ecclesiastical 
history. ^ : ;-l vr - 

b See his laws in the fheodosian Code, t xri, tit. *, 

° Homer’s sacrifices are not accompanied with any w^ilititiwi of 
entrails, (see Feithius, Antiquitat. Homer. L i, e. 10, J^ ^The Tus- 
cans, who produced the first EEhf' utpiets t subdued both tSe Ureeks and 
the Remans, (Cicero de Dmnatione, 2S), 


V 
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DECLINE AND FAIL 


CH Ap - general practice of immolation, which essentially 
^^constituted the religion of the , pagans. ! As the 
temples hadbeenereeted for the purpose of sa- 
crifice, it mag thefdnJ^-ftf^ beneyoleot prince to 
remove from J»is ,sul^eets tbe.48ngerou3 tempt- 
ation, of offending against , the .-laws which he 
had enacted, A special commissiopywas granted 
to Cynegius, the pretorian prefect nf the East, 
and afterwards to the counts Jovius and Gau- 
dentius, two 



or destroy the jnstrumentSfOC 
idolatry, to abolish the privileges of the priests, 
and to confiscate the consecrated, proper ty for 
the benefit of the 

StdJJ®tAiA#d-tiie naked edifices, which were.no 
longer employed in the service of idolatry, might 
have been protected from the destructive rage iff 
fanaticism. Many of those temples werethe«s@£k 
splendid and of ^Grecian 

archffecf^ t j^the emperor himself was inte* 
rested not .to deface, the splendour of his own 
cities# or to diminish the value of his own posses- 
sions** SThose stately edifices might be suffered to 
remam at so many lasting trophies of the victory 
olf Christ. In the decline of the arts, fogy might 
be usefully converted into magazines, manufae- 


V f - 

- wST~ ft ‘ 
.*2 ' vff - 


... . * ** 

.‘Zo&aat, I. hr, p. 24j>, MA Theodoret, J. t. ** j0L- Idalius in 
tbai uVeanmudkof Theodosia* were suit dinwt rad posithe. ; \ 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


105 


ttttes, or places of publiGassembly: and perhaps, CHAP - 
wfaen the wall^-of the ; temple hai been suffi- 
ciently purified by holy rites, the worship of the 
true Deity might be allowed to expiate the an- 
cient guilt of idolatry. But as long as they sub- 
sisted, the pagans fondly cherished the secret 
hope,' that an auspicious* i«eol»tion, a second 
JuIkmy'«u^t'‘wywn ^featOpe »the-'^tar» of the 
gWM Which they ad- 

AfeMfed their unavailing prayers to the thttme,* 
increased the zeal of the Christian reformers to 


of a milder disposition : f but theireeldandlat* 
guid efforts were insufficient to stem the i& f rent 
of enthusiasm and rapine, which was conducted, 
or rathcr impelled, by the spiritual rulers of the 

holy M«*tinc bishop of 
Tonrs/ th^h^ it ^ie hteMfeW^dthM 
monks, to destroy the idols, the temples* and the 
consecrated trees of his extensive 
in the execution of this arduous task, theprihgfciit 
reader will judge whether Martin was supported 
- ^ + *?»*:* 

* Cod. Then do*. Lxvi,tit. X* kg. 18* There is room to be* 

hero, that this temple of Edepa, whi^Theqdsadus wished to »w for 
civil uses, was soon afterwards a heap of rrd&C, (jUbaxuas pro TemptU, 
p. 2d, 27, and Godefroy’s notes, ^ V* 

* See this curious oration of Ubanhis proT«nphs, pronounced, apr 

rather composed, about the year 390. I hare consulted, with van- 
tage, Dr. Lardner’s version and remarks, (Heathen Teatimottie?, 
pL In p* !35-l«3> , 

' See the life of Martin, by Sufpkius Severn*, The 

sent ence mistook (as Don {frniotepught have done) an harmless 
funeral for m idolatrous proetsshm^and imprudently committed a 
miracle. 




fM 


tfHaPtWeiilWB AN© PACO 


hy? the add of miraculous powers* or ofcarnal 
weapons. In Syria,; the divine and excellent 
Marcel Ins, 1 * as te is* styled by Theodoret, a bi- 
shop anunated wirii apastolic fervour, resolved to 
level with theground the ofeitely . temples within 
the diocese of Apamea. His attack Was resisted, 
by the skill and solidity, with which, the temple of 
Jupiter had been constructed. The building was 
seated on an eminence : on each of the four sides, 
the lofty Idbm Wassy. 

largeateaes, of which they werc^coinposed, mWe 
firmly cemented with lead and iron. The force 
of the strongest and sharpest tools had been tried 
without effect* It was j 


dita^|#«ftOitM-the temporary wooden props 
hadbeten consumed with fire; and the difficul- 
ties of the enterprise are described under .the 
allegory of a black demon, 

ria^ engipe^t^yhilated with victory, Marcellas 
toc^^e field in: person against the powers of 
darkfcess ; a numerous troop of soldiers and 
gladiators marched under the episcopal banner, 
and he successively attacked the : villages had 
country temples of the diocese ^iApamea. 
Whenever any resistaMCe or dhhger was appre- 
hended, the champing of the faith, whose lame- 
ness would not alio# him either to fight or fly. 


fcSo^men e. 14> tilth Theodoret (tv, c, 21), 

Rt tvicw thcm. tbw relate' the crusade and death of MarceBus. 
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Raised himself at a eonvettien&distance, beyond 
the reach ofdafts. ButthisprUdence was the 
occasion Of bfe death t he was surprised and- siain 
by a body Of exasperated rustics : and the synod 
of the province pronounced, without hesitation, 
that the holy Marcellos had sacrificed his life in 
the cause of God. In the support' of this cause, tile 

PV from 



They deserved theenmity of the 
pagans ; and some of them might deserve the re- 
proaches of avarice and intemperance ; of ava- 
riee, which Obey gratifiedwlthholy plunder, and 
of intemperance, which they indulged at the 
expence of the people, who foolishly admired 
their tattered garments, loud psalmody, and arti- 
ficial paleness.*, A small number of temples was 
protected hy the fears, the venahty, the taste, or 
the prudence; Of the mil andeceiesSastical go- 
vernors. The temple of the edestiahVenug'at 
Carthage, whose sacred precincts' formed a?*#- 
cumference of. two miles, was judiciously eOft- 
verted into » Christian church and a similar 
consecration has preserved inviolate the majestic 
dome of the Pantheon at Rome . 1 * * 4 But in 


1 Libanius, pro Templis, p. lO-Jk , 


at these black* 


garbled men, the Christian monks, who eat more ribnn eleptMintft, 
Poor elephants ! they are temperate animals. " i 

k Prosper Aquitan. 1. iii, c. 38, apud Baramimn | ^ . 

A* D. 38^, K°. 58, Ac. The temple had been ehu| %^a|e^jdme, and 
€se access toit was overgrown with brambles. '* '* 1 ' 

4 Ponatus, Roma Antiqua ek Kova, L iv, c. tv, p. 468. This con- 
secration was performed by Pope Boniface IV. I dm ignorant of the 
favourable circumstances which had preserved the Pantheon above 
two hundred years after the reign of Theodosius* 




CHAP. 

XXVIH. 
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chap, every province of the Roman world, an 

army of fanatics, without authority:, and without 
discipline, invaded the peaceful inhabitants; and 
the ruin of the fairest structures of antiquity still 
displays* the > ravages barbarians, w ho 

aiene bad time and inclination ito execute such 
laborious destruction. '• - 
; <■ In this wide and various prospect of devasta- 
tion, the spectator may distinguish the ruins of 
the temple of Ser^iftt aWAI^tandiaa- 10 Serapis 

goda^or monsters, who sprun’g from the fruitftd 
soil of superstitious Egypt." The first of the 
Ptolemies had been commanded, by a dream, 
to import the.; 


The tem- 
ple of Sera- 
pis at A- 
lexandria. 



ts of Sinope ; but bis attributes and 
Jas reign were so imperfectly understood, that it 
became a subject of dispute, whether he repre- 
sented the bright orb of day, : nrtthiswglbsiay 
monarch erf the- anhtemmeoua regions.* 4rThe 
Egyptiaps, ;’wh» were obstinately devoted to 
Vhereligion of their fathers, refused to ad- 
mit this foreign deity within the walls of their 

- I *■•*<£*, . t 

• rY, 

* Sophrrniitit composed a recent and separate history, (Jerotn, fa 

Script. Bedes, tom. i, p. 303), which had famished nytterielsio So- 
trhtci, e. 10), Theodoret, (1. v, c. and (I.it, e. 

n). Yet the laid, who had been *t Alexandria befbre^tftothe 
event, may deserve the credit of«ik i original witness. ^ 

* Gerard Vossius (Opefa,* totfc. 1r, p, BO, and de Tdololatrio, j£ I, 
^ *9)r strives to snpport thte stnwrge notion of the fathers i that the 

Joseph was adored in Egypt, as the feoJl Apis, and the god 



* <fc*f nohdtrm nostris celebrata. AEgyptiorum antistites *fc 
memorant, *?. Tarit Hist, iv, 83:' The Greeks, who had travelled 
into Egypt, were alike fgtiorftm of thfii new deity. 
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, cities. p But the obsequious priesta, who were chap. 
' seduced by the liberality of the Ptolemies, sub- 
mitted, without resistance, to the power of the 
god of Pontus : an honourable and domestic 
genealogy was provided; and this fortunate 
usurper was introduced into the throne and bed 
of Osiris, q the husband of Isis, and the celestial 



Serapis. His temple,* which rivalled 
the pride and magnificence of the capitol, was 
erected on the spacioussummit of an artificial 




of theadjacent parts of the city; andtheiinteriosr 
cavity was strongly supported by arches, anddis. 
tributed into vaults and subterraneous apart- 
ments. ; The - consecrated buildings were sur- 



of the arts ; and the treasures ofuncfent learn- 
ing were preserved in the famous Alnundtiili 
library, which had arisen with new splendour 
from its ashes.* After the edicts of Theodosius 

-h-’fr • 

* Macrobitts, Saturn*!. 1* i* q 7. Such a living (act decisively 

proves his foreign extraction* - , ^ , 

« At Rome, Isis and Serapis were nniteA i^the sauae tsspple, The 
precedency which the queen assumed, mayseem to betray bar un- 
equal alliance with the stranger of PontsM^^bt the sopezwr%^of 
the female sex was established in Egypt as a civil and relign* u* joatt- 
tution, <J>igdor. Skuh tom. i*l*i,p. 31* edit. Weanling) t ^th» a a me 
coder is observed in Plutarch*# Treatise of lab and Xktiffofhbam he 
identifies with Serapis. . * ,•*. . 

* Amnnanus, (xxii, 16). The Rxpositio totius Mundi, <p. 8, in 
Hudson*) Geograph. Minor, tom. iii), and Rufinus, (1. n, c. 22), ce- 
lebrate the SerquMi, as one of the wonders of the world. 3 / ■ 

* See Meraoiresde l\Acad. des Inscriptions, tom. ix, p. 

The 
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chap. had* severely prohibited the sacrifices of the 
pagans, they were still tolerated in the city , and 
temple of Serapis^ apd this singular indulgence 
was Asaprudentl^-ascrihid to the; superstitious 
terrors oi.the ChristiaBS thenwelyes'; as if they 
had feared to abolish those aneient rites, which 
could alone- secure the inundations, of the Nile, 
the harvests of Egypt, and the subsistence of 
Constantinople. 4 . . 

destruc- At that time,* 1 the arehiepiscopai throne, of 
tion, Alexandria -wafc filled by-Tfipophilus * 1 the per- 
a.d. 389 ; p^y^i^jqmy Q f peace and virtue; a hold, bad 
man, w hose hands were alternately polluted with 
gold, and .with blood- His pious indignation 



Eea^BS.nednyinced the pagans that Ire meditated 
a more important and dangerous enterprise. In 


the .tumultuous capital of Egypt, the slightest, 
provocation was sufficient to .ipflgme 
The votaries of Sentpis, whose streogth arid num* 
hers werpmush inferior to, those of their antagOr 
«ists, rose in arips at the instigation of the philo. 


The o& library of the Ptolemies was totally consumed in Caesar’s Alex- 
andrian war. Mire Antony gave the whole collection of Pergaimis 
(€00,000 volumes) to Cleopatra, as the foundation of the *0 library 
of Alexandria* 1 ^ 

* Libanius (pro Templis, p. 31) indiscreetly provokes hid Christian 


masters hy this insulting remark* «' * V ’ ‘ . 

* We may choose between the date of Marceliinus, <A. D. 389), 
that of Prosper, (A. 1>. 3®1> Tillemont (Hist, des Emp. tom. v, 
p* 3111* ?56) prefers the former, and Pagi the latter. 

? 'TOfeXnont, Man. Ecdes* tom. xi, p. 441-500. The ambigu- 
ous situation of Theophihis, a saint, as the friend of Jerom ; a devil? 
as the enemy of Chrysostom ; produce a sort of impartiality t ytty 
upon the w hole, the balance is justly inclined against him. 
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, soplier Olyniphis, 1 who exhoftedthem to die in c»a?. 
the defence bf the altari of the gods. The pa* 
gan fanatics fortified themselves in the temple, op 
rather fortress, Of Serapis ; repelled the besiegers 
* by daring sallies, and a resolute defence; and, 
by the inhuman cruelties %hieh they exercised 
on 'their Christiari prisoners,ohtmHed the last cori- 
solaWSn of'tte^aife 3 : lke Mfeds of the: prudent 

iMnt of a truce, till the answer of Theddoshe* 
should determine the fate of Serapis. The two 
jiarties assembled; without ajtmsji* the principal 
square ; hi sd the Hh^apftd reseripttyas publicly 
read. But when a sentence of deStradtionligajast 
the idols of Alexandria was pronounced, ttet 
Christians set up a shout of joy and exultation; 
whilst SBBfOrtunate pagans, whose fury had 

m&**&&&* ***?■ 

anlRalait irtWHpfro 

obscurity, the resentment of th^eu&ndes* 
philus proceeded to demolish the tempferffSaiu# 
pas,* without lay either difficulties, than 

materials ; but these obstacles proved so insuper- 
able, that Ije w*as obfigetj to leave the founda- 
tions; and to content hin^elf with reduciflg the 
edifice itself to a heap of ruW»^^|ttre^%^B 
was soon afterwards cleared awayto makeriftplft 

for a church erected in honour of tbs Christian 

y-i'i -r . - • . - • > ■ 

7 X jg daer (lleathen Teatfraonie*, voL iv, pw 411) has alleged a beau, 
tlful passage from Suidos^or rather frora’Dom^acus, which shewn the 
devout and virtiious Olympius, not in the light of a warrior, but pf $ 
prophet, t . 



ffS ¥®S%ECWjht PALL 

chaK 'HMTiyys. The valuable library of Alexandria 
^^^-fllfcgpillaged or destroyed; arid, near twenty years 
»irf4erwards, thehppearance of the empty shelves 
excited ^i^tril^iittffltfflidi^iation of every spec- 
t&tor ," - ' 1 Tit , r * l> ’ * * — J 1 — 



eierif geniusi so many of which hateirtetrievably 
perished, might surely have been except eaTrom 
the wreck of idolatiy, for the amusement and in- 
structionof suceeedfog agtefihnd either the zeal 

or 

Beetf satiated with the rich spoils, which were the 
reward of his victory. While the images and 
vases of gold and silverwerecarefullymelted, and 
those of a less valuable 




to expose the frauds and vibes 
o# toe ministers of the idols ; their dexterity in 
toe management of the loadstone^- 
methods of introducing on 

hollow statue; - , 

con6de0e£T©fdfeVoat husbands, mid unsus 
Ifehiales^ 1 tliarges like these may seem to deserve 

Kbrorum, quibus direptis, exinafcit**** 
homlnibas, nostris temporibus memorant. Orottfc. 

15 ( p. 4^1, edit. Havercamp. Though a bigot, and i 
writer, Ofosius seems to bfueh. , ■ z,* 

* E unapt us, in theh>esof Antoninuraod ^esias>«ecmes these- 
crilegiou* rapine of Tteophifti*. Eccles. toto. xm, 

1**53) quotes an epistfeiplf Isidore of PeJusium, which rrproecbestho 
ly tt ii nt e with the worship of gold, the sari sacra ftoaft h 

names the priest of Saturn, trim, in the character of the 
convertnedt with many pious ladies of quality j t |4 

r f ~'h ' * ’■ '■** *?'■■■*• **• 

IS?" 
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shine degree of credit, as they jare not repugnant 
to the crafty and interested spirit of superstition. 
But the same spirit is equally prone to the base 
practice of insulting and calumniating a fallen 
enemy ; and our belief is naturally checked by 
the reflection, that it is much less difficult to in* 
vent a fictitious story, th^» tosppport a practical 

- Seraph; was in- 

i^eaf^ritimber of plates of different metals, arti- 
ficially joined together, composed the majestic 
figure of the deity, who touched on either side 
the walls of the sam&uary . The aspect of Sera- 
pis, his sitting posture, and the sceptrei 'whicJi 
he bore in his left hand, were extremely similar 
to the ordinary representations of Jupiter. He 
was distinguished from Jupiter by the basket, or 
bushel*, placed op. bis head; and by 
the emblematic mooster^ which beheld hi his 
right hand: the head and body . of , a serpent 
branching into three tails, which wereRgaimtes* 
initiated, by the triple heads of a dog, a lion, and 
a^wolC lt was confidently affirmed, that if any 
impiQUshand should dare to violate the majesty of 
the god, theheaveraandthe earth would instantly 

. . * 

hfr betrayed himself, in a mbmcnt of transport* *fceuhe cpuld hot di» 
guise the ton? of his voice. The authentic and impartial narrative of 
j^schines, (sec BaJJe, Dirtionnaire Critique, ScaUakmr), aadMfct 
adventure of Mundus, (JWph. Antiquftat. Judaic. L xv 077, 
(Ittverea m p.) , may prove that such amorous frauds bofce been 
prsctfsftdwith success. ^ 

• imitges of Serapis, in Moutfkucou, (tom. ii* p. 297) : but 

& dt*CTfpiion of Macrobius (SaturnaL £ i* c. 20) is much more pic- 
turesque and satisfactory. 

YOU V. I 
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CH4P-' 

xxvm 


the dkcun e and fall 

retqrp to their original chaos. An intrepid sol- 
fUpf j animated by zeal, and armed with a weighty 
battle-axe, ascended the ladder ; and even the 
Christian,m^\titu^exge*t^d, withsome anxiety. 


the eyent pf . the^Dmha^ ^ 
stroke against the cheek, pf ^ 
feU to the ground ; the thunder was, still, silent, 
and both the heavens and the earth continued to 
preserve their accustomed order and tranquillity 


§ vigorous 

^ the cheek 


limbs of Serapis were lgnommiously 
dragged" through the streets of Alexandria. His 
mangled carcase was burnt in the amphitheatre, 
amidst the shouts of tbe.j^j^^^e y * ¥ | 


B ^^E 3 aPW w wr w ' 'Z V* * . . * i ^ 

tjtxe impotence of their tutelar deity- 
The popular modes of religion, that propose any 
visible and material objects of worship, have the 
advantage of adapting and lap^a^^^ v ^g|lt- 
selves to the senses of mankind i hut tkis , advan- 
tage is counterbalanced by the various and inevi- 
table acciSsto which the faith of the idolater 
hi exposed. It is scarcely possible, that, in every, 
disposition of mind, he should preserve his^un- 


A Sed fortes trermiere manus, motique vependa , ^ v. J , 

Maj estate loci, si robora sacra ferireat 

In sua credehon* redituras^menabra secures. ^ ^ ^ - 

(Lucan, iii, 429). “ la it tntfe fsaid Augustus to a of Italy* 

'* at whose house he supped), tiat th^ man, who gave the first Wow to 
the golden statue at Anaitis, was instantly depmedof his | eyes^ and 
«* of kxalife ?” « / was that man, (replied the ckar-sighted veterao)» 
« ahd ^ou now sup on one of the legs of the goddess.” (Plim Hbd* 
Nitur. xxxHi, 24> 
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plicit reverence for 'theiUoU^W the relics, which ,®hap. 
the naked eye, and the profane hand, are unable 
to distinguish frond the most common productions 
of art, or nature ; and if, in the hour of danger* 
their secret and miraculous virtue does not ope- 
rate for their own preservation, he scorns the 
vain apologies of 1 

attach- 



Were still entertained by the pagan^tbaftWe 
Nile would refuse his annual supply to the im- 
pious masters of Egypt; and the extraordinary 
delay of the mundationseemed to announce the 
displeasure of the river-god. But thisdelaywas 
soon compensated by the rapid swell of the waters. 

They suddenly rose td such an unusual height, a$ 
to comfort the discontented party with the 

tilizing level of sixteen cubits, or hboot thirty 
English feet/ " 

The temples of the, Roman empire were dfr- p*ean 
s^tedyordestroyed ; but the ingenious super- prohibited, 
stitidn of the pagans still attempted toelude the A> D * 3!W * 
law's of yhebdositis, by which all sacrifices, had 


-TV* -c ^ 

* The History of the Reformation sftbrd* fnrtju*n< Sample* of the 
sudden changx* from superstition to Tl / 

1 Sozomen, 1. vii, c. 20* t hare supplied tfeemaasure. 
standard of the inundation, and consequently of the cu&J* hansmi** 
formlymibsisted since the time of Herodotus See Frem*lnfjb« . 
deT Academic des Inscriptions, tom. xvi, p. 344-353. Greaves’* 
MiseeOan^ms Works, voJ. i, p. 233. ’ The Egyptian cubit is about 
twenty-tma i»che* of tbeEngli«b measure* 
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chap. Spenteverely prohibited. The inhabitants oi' the 
«jgj|hitry, whose, conduct was less exposed to the 
eye of maliciouscuriosity, disguised their religious, 
under the appearance- of eowieia/, meeting s. On 
the days of solemn fesifci vabW they assembled in 
greatnumbers under the spreading shade of some 
consecrated trees; sheep and oxen wereslaughter- 
ed'and roasted; and this rural entertainment w r as 
sanctified by the use of incense, and by the hymns, 

•liwifatJi iWnt-oifering, as no altar was proved 
to receive the blood, and as the previous oblation 
of salt cakes, and the concluding ceremony of 
libations,, were . carefuJiiyy ^inj^f^ .festal 


ff. of an illegal sacrifice . 6 Whatever 
might he the truth of the facts, or the merit of 
the distinction , 11 these vain pretences were swept 
away by the last edict of in- 

flicted a deadly wound on the superstition of the 
pngans^j^pjpg .prohibitory law is expressed in 


(pro^Templis, p» 13, 16, 17) pleads their cause with 
gciitjte *md insranalmg rhetoric. From the earliest age, such feasts had 
mJHtntO and those of Baechus (Georgie 

produced the theatre of Athens. See Godefroy* ad foe. Libao.and 
Codex Theodos. tom. vi, p. 284. ^ - v "i 

* HonoriUs tolerated these rustic festival, (a. D.3s£ji " ^ Absque 
“ ullo sacri&rio, xtqtte UUi daumabi}L n ^ ^ut oine years 

. afterwards he found it Reeessary to reiterate and enforce th&‘ same 
. • pnwiio, (Code* Theo^#iffe^ttt’-k,-% IT, lfj. '-'?4 T- *V-> • • ' 
• tikfCoi. Theodm. X *vJ, til. *, kg. IS. .lorttS CKenUnrks on Ecrletk 
ttatorjv, vok iv, p. 134>. ceoaurea, with becoming asperity, the style 
and tiuktimenta fft this intolerant law. < 


V* 
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the mostabsolute and comprehensive terms. “It c H ap. 

“ is ourwill and pleasure,” says the emperor, ^3 11!'. 

“ that OOfteofmirsubjects, whether magistrates 
“ or private "Citizens, however exalted or how- • 

“ ever humble may be their rank and condition, 

“ ShaHpresume, in any eityvor in any place, to 
wor^Hp an sacrifice of 

-the 

tfctfm, are declared (without any regard' to the 
object of the inquiry) a crime of high treason 
against the state ; which canbeexpiated only by 
the ■ difetb* 4 bf '"fh^- y j|urlty. * The ri^s of pagan 
superstition, which might seem less blUbdyaftd 
atrocious, are abolished, as highly injurious tb'llfe 
truth and honour of religion; luminaries, gar- 
fend^ fkunkiacense, and libations of wine, are 
^^©ciftleBiiiedj^ai^the 

harmless Clalfhs^iiSf 

household gods, are included in this i%^feny|nm ‘ 
scription. The use of any of these 
ill%i*t rS&Cmonies, subjects the offender fo the 
forfeiture of the house, or estate, where they 
; ' and if he has artfully 
chosen the property rf another for the scene of 
Ids impiety, he is compelled to ^sdiarge, with-, 
out delay, a heavy fine of twenty-five pounds of 
gold, or more than one thousand pounds stating. 

A fine, not less considerable, 
connivance of tlie secret enemies of refigion, who 
shall neglect the duty of their respective stations, 
either to reveal, or to punisK, the guilt of idolatry, 

.Such was the persecuting spirit of the humt^TTr ^ ' ^ 

i S p‘ * \ 
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CiiAT . Theodosius, which were repeatedly enforced by 
xxvul |jgf song and grandsons, with the loud and unani- 
mous applause of the Christian world. k 

^ oppressed. 


and the unjust suspicions which were etttdrtained 
of a dark and dangerous faction, were, in some 
measure, countenanced by the inseparable union, 

the sadte excuses of fea rartdigmjrtmterWrtwi be 
applied to the Christian emperors, who violated 
the precepts of humanity and of the gospel. The 
experience of ages had betrayed the weakness, as 
well as folly, of pagairiia^ ylliH^fed^riliiten 
abd already ex posetk to thegfedtest 

paHbfmankind, the' Vanity of idols ; and the 
declining sect, which still adhered' to their wor- 
ship, might have been permitted to eryoy, in peace 
and obscurity, the religions Cusfeihs ^f ^th«r 
ancestors. Had the^pagaiii been animated by the 
undaimtedtifcld, which possessed the minds' Of the 
primitive believers, the triumph of the church 
‘been stained with blood; and the 
maftyirs of* flN^)iter and Apollo might haverem* 
braced the glorious opportunity of devoting their 

k Such a charge should not he Hghtly made ; but & my surely bo 
justified by the authority of St Augustin, who thu§, addressed the 
Doftfttiftts. — “ Quis nostf&ottj quis vestrfim non iaudat leges ab impera- 
date* ad versus «serificia pagauorum ? St eerie ku^ge ibi 
** JK^Werior oo»i^at&45** Ufeis quippe impietatis capjtaie suppli-r 
“ ciui%«ttk lb ■ quoted by Le Clerc, (Bibliotlieque 

Choice, pt who ad<& some judicious reflections on the 

intolerance of the Ti?taf|cHifr Christiana. , ; 


In the cruel reigns of Deeius and Diocletian, 
Christianity hadbeenpros^aHbri^ as a revolt from 
the ancient and hereditary rehgidnoftbeempire ; 
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lives and fortunes at tbe foot of their altars. But -chap. 
such obstinate zeal was not congenial to the loose * * VI 1 *' , 
and careless temper of polytheism. The violent 
and repeated strokes of the orthodox princes, 
were broken by the soft and yielding substance 
against which they were directed; and the ready 


with a plaintive murmur, from the use of those 
sacred rites which then: soyereign had condemned. 
If they were sometimes tempted, by a sally of 
passion, or by the hopes of concealment, to in- 
dulge their favourite superstition ; their humble 
repentance disarmed the severity of the Christian 
magistrate, and they seldom refused to atone for 
their rashness, by submitting, with some secret 
reluctance, to the yoke of the gospel. The 
churches were filled with the increasing multitude 
of these unworthy proselytes, who had conformed, 
from temporal motives, to the reigning religion ; 
aaAfWhilst they devoutly imitated the postures, 
aftd ranted the prayers, of the faithful, they sa- 
tisfied their conscience by the' silent and sincere 
invocation of the gods of antiquity.” 1 If the 
pagans -wanted patience to suffer, they wanted 


obedience of the pags<is.prate£te4 them from the 



Wdi superior to that of the emperor, they desisted. 


1 Orosius, 1 . vH, c. 28, p. 537. Augustin (Errarrat* In Paatas cxl , 
apud Lardner, Heathen Testimonies, vok rtr, p. 4S0) insults their 
cowar&ice. « Quis eorum comprehensat est msfterfflcio (cum his 
"legibus feta prohiberentur) et non negavit f* 

“ Libstriius (pro Texapli*, p. 17* mentions, without censure, 
tbe occasional conformity, and sA it were theatrical play, of these hy~ 
p«>criuft. 
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chap, spirit to resist ; and the scattered myriads, who 
deplored the ruin of the temples, yielded, with- 
out a contest, to the fortune of their adversaries. 
The disorderly oppe^wn^pf the peasants of 
Syria, < and the populace, of Alexandria, to. the 
rage of private fanaticism, was ^lenced by the 
name and authority of the emperor, ; The pagans 
of the West.without contributing to the eleva- 
" tion of Eugenius, disgraced, by their partial at T 



lie usurper* 


tachment, 

The^ef „„ _ - - , v . - - , 

gravated the crime of rebellion by the guilt f of 
apostacy; that, by his permission, the altar of 
Victory was again restored ; and that the idola- 
trous symbols 


Bat the vain hopes of the pagans 

were soon annihilated by the defeat of Eugenius ; 
and they were left exposed to the resentment of 

' the conqueror^ who laboured to 

your of heaven by the «t*irpatu»l‘«f 
»na finally a natippofillaves is always prepared to applaud 
SfAof* the clemency of their master, who, in the abuse 
of absolute power, does not proceed to the last 
extremist flsf iqiustlce and oppression. Theodpsius 
might undoubtedly have proposed to lust^gan 
subjects the alternative of baptism orof- death ; 


390-420, 

&c. 


» Libanius concludes his apology, (p» 32), by declaring to the 
emperor, that unless he expressly warrants the destruction of the tem- 
ple#* ******* *** *** '«#* rtf the 

p rop&ffflm will defend themselves and the laws, 

• I‘au&iU«, in ViU Ambrose. 26. Augustin de CivitaL Dei, 1, y* 
c. 26. fheotforet* i* y> c. 24, , 
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a«d the eloquent Libanius haspraised the mo- 
derationofa prince,who never enacted, by any 
positive law, that all his subjects should imme- 
diately. embrace and practise the religion of their 
sovereign.® - The profession of Christianity was 
not made an essential qualification for the enjoy- 
ment of the civil rightgM^afteietyv nor were any 



m 

C'H A P. 
XXVIII. 


Stmately rejected the miracles of the 
palace, the schools, the army, and the senate, 
were filled with declared and devout pagans; they 
obtained* wjtboufcaiistincf ion; the civil and mili- 
tary honours of the empire. Theodosius.distiiir 
guished his liberal regard for virtue and genius, by 
the consular dignity, which he bestowed on Sym- 
machus.; <l apd by the personal friendship which 
haexpi«8sedtRCU>aniusv'ai^tlm.twoelQquent 


apoj 

to change, or to dissemble, 
uions, The pagans were ini 
licentious freedom of speech and 




,<V* 


r XJbapiua vu^gesps the form of a persecuting edict, which Theo- 
dosius might enact, (pfo ftmpKs, p. 32) : a rash joke, and a danger- 


ons experiment. : ^meprinee*.wouM Nve''tifkeft |tis advice. 
h Deniquc pro meritis terre«ribf» «i}u^ rependena 

Munera, sacricolis summos ixrjpcrtit honors*. ; 

Ipse magi stratum tibi consults, ipse tr?fwiH& 

ContuUt.* . . * j .. 

• „ . _ — -.* ; * s;_2r;‘ ^EkTEgyrr . 

Prudent, *n Symmach. i« $11, ^ 

* Libanius (pro Tempiis, p. 32) is proud that Theodosius should 
t)ujs distinguish a man, who even in. his presence would swear by Jupi- 
ter* Ifet thft presence seems to be oo more ^ian a figure of rhetoric* 
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c h a P. hisfcorieafand philosophical remains of Eunapius, 
xxvi 1 1. ^osiiTHis , 3 and the fanatic teachers of the school 
of Plato, betray the most furious animosity, and 
contain the sharpest invectives,against the senti- 
ments and conduct of theirvietorieus adversaries. 
If these audacious libels were publicly known, we 
must applaud the good ''sense of the Christian 
princes, who viewed, with a smile of contempt, 
the last struggles of superstition and despair . 4 
But the imperM iarw^ tjrhichpiFolulHted the sacri- 
ficesandJceeerHonfeB trf* ^p%atd 8 »Bi w^e rigidly 
executed ; and every hour contributed to destroy 
the influence of a religion, which ivas supported 
by custom, rather than by argument. The de- 
votion of the poet, or thepbilosopbdy may be 
id- fiy pltiyer, meditation, and 
ercise of public worship appears 
to be the only solid foundation of the religious 
sentiments of the people, which derive theirforee 
from imitation and habit, T£e interruption Of 
that public exerdse may ^consummate, in the 
period ofafew yfears, the important work of a 
national revolution. The memory of theological 
opinions cannot long be preserved, without the 
artificial helps of priests, of temples, and of 



* Zoftxmos, who styles himself Count and Ex-^d vocate^fthe T rea- 
siiry, reviles, with partial and indecent bigotry, the Christian princes, 
and even the father of his sovereign. His work must have been 
privately circulated, since it escaped the invectives of tbe ecclesiasticx 
*,} historians prior to Bvagritis, (1. iii, c. 40-^42), who lived to T 

the end of the sixth century. 

* Yet the pagansof Africa complained, that the times would cot 
allow* tfcetn to answer with freedom the city of God ; nor does St, 
Augustin (v* |6) deny the charge. 
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books. 11 The ignorant vulgar, who^e minds chap.' 
are still agitatedby the blind hopes and terrors xxvm / 
of superstition, will be soon persuaded by their 
superiors, to direct their vows to the reigning 
deities of the age ; and will insensibly imbibe an 
ardent zeal for the support mid propagation of 


the new doctrine* 


at first 



iitfperfal'laws, was attracted within the paie of 
the catholic church : and so rapid, yet so gentle, 
was the fall of paganism, that only twenty-eight 
years after the death of Theodosius, the faint and 
minute vestiges were no longer visible ttrthe eye 


of the legislator. 1 '*'■ ’• " 

The ruin of the pagan religion is described by T! ' e wnr - 
r , . v ship of thu 

the sophists, a£ & dreadful and amazing prodigy, Christian 

They relate, in solemn and pathetic strains, that 
the temples were converted into septlldMesg ted 
that the holy places, which bad been adorned by 
thefstatuesof the gods, were basely polluted by 
the relies of Christian martyrs. “ The monks” 

(a race of filthy animals* to whom Eunapius is 

« The Mm * s of Spain, who secretly M u h o ittrU a 

religion, above a century, under the tyranny oTtha ffi nqui ri t te a t D*®- 
gessed the Koran, with the peculiar use Mat hfe 

|he curious and honest story of their expolsnoo iut 
lanies, voh i, p. 1-198). ^ r . v v 

* Faganos qui supersunt, quanquata jam nullos esse cfedamus, Ac. 

Cod. Theories. L xvi, tit. x, leg. 22, A. D. 433. The younger Theo- 
dorius was afterwards satisfied, that his judgment had been somewhat 


and re- m * ry 


stored 1 


premature. 



324 * 

CHAP, 

xxvm. 
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temptedlo refuse the name of men) “ are the 
“ authors of the new worship, which, in the place 
“ of those deities* who are conceived by the 
“ understanding, has substituted the meanest and 
o most contemptible stlaveslThe heads, salted 
“ and pickled, pf those infamous malefactors, 

« who, for the multitude of their crimes, have 
“ suffered a just and ignominious death ; their 
“ bodies, still marked by the impression of the 
“lash, and the sca|«>pf those tortures which 

H such” (continues Eunapius) “ are the gods 
« which the earth produces ill our days ; such 
“ are the martyrs, the supreme. arbitrators of our 
« prayers and petitions to tbef)^®« , lBG«^ tombs 

K people.”* Without approving 

the malice, it is natural enough to share the sur- . 
prise, of the sophist, the spectator of a revolution, 
which raised those obscure victim* t>f the laws # ;l 

1 . ay 


>> 

| 


Rome, to jthe rpak ef -celestial an4 invisible 


tectors 


; flhe Roman empire, The gratefuSf^ 
tie Christians for the martyrs of 
f^yhjpj®afjexalted,by time and victory, into rpliglff 

- J rl * 


and prophets were deservedly associated to theh%|| 

notirsoFthejnartyrs. One hundred and tftyy&6&"f r 

after the glorious deaths of St. Refer and St, 

the Vatican and the Ostian road were 

^|^y ,the tombs»or rather by the trc^hies,o!T^^| 

^ * . '"¥?* 
f See Jftmapius, fcoMs-Hfe of the sophist jEdcsius ; in that of EufiQt* : 
tbiup he fbrtels the rmn of paganism, ti tuht fttvf * 

<fV<r<xvvritu rtvtwi ■’ r . j 


’1. 

* \4e 
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spiritual heroes. 2 In the age which followed the CHap. 
conversion of Constantine, the emperors, the con- 
suls, and the generals of armies, devoutly visited 
the sepulchres of a tent-maker and a fisherman ;* 
and their venerable bones were deposited under 
the altars of Christ, on which the bishops of the 
royal city continually^ofi^edftho unbloody sacri- 
fice. 1 ’. ithe^caateMi world, 

aticient and. domestic 

trophies, was enriched by the spoils of dcp&td&it / 

provinces. The bodies of St. Andrew, St. Luke, 7 
and St. Timothy, had reposed, near three hun- 
dred years, in thovOfecure graves, from whence 
they were transported, in solemn pom^jtn the 1 
church of the apostles, w hich the magnificence of 
Constantine had founded on the banks of the 
Thracian Bosphorus." About fifty years after* 

sence' ofStumtMdrt^ 

' ^ ^ 1:2 

z Caius, (apud Euseb. Hist. Eccles. 1. ii, c. 2$fr 
byter, who Hved in the time of Zephyrinus, (A. D. 202-21: 
early witness of this Superstitious practice. 

&***> Tonk i, nor. edit. N*. 9. 

I am indebted for this quotation to Benedict the XIVth’s pastoral letter 
on the Jtffcnlee df the ye*r 1750. See the curious and entertaining 
letters of M- Chais, tom. Jii' * v • ■ *. 

b Male facit ergo Romanus epkeopos ? qui, super mortuorum 

hominum, Petri & Pauli, secundum nos, oeaa waao^oda *. * 

offer! Dotnhao sacrificia, et tumutda ec^.im t 

Jerom. tom. ii, advers. Vigilant, p. 15& , # ; 

'* Jef<M (tom. ii, p. 122) bears witness' to these Trflftittelj-rftfj 
whidh v ’»re neglected by fibe ecclesiastical historians. ^be pisrion of 
at Patras, is described in an epistle frptu t|U? qfan*g) of 
which Baronins (Annal. Eccles. A. D. 60, Mt) wisher, 
to hefifeee, and Tfllemont is forced to reject. St Andrew was adopted 
as the spiritual founder of Constatitinopte, (Mem. Erdes. tom. h 
p. 317^323, 
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chap, peoplgoflsrael. His ashes, deposited in a golden 
XXyit ! ~ wee, and covered with a silken veil,weredelivered 
by the bishops into each other’s hands. The 
relics of&SJHiuel werareeefred by thepepole, with 


Genera! 

reflections, 



shewn to from 

Palestine to the gates of Constafttindple, were 
filled with an uninterrupted procession ; and the 
emperor Arcadius himself, at the head of the 
most illustrious members ofthe cler gy and senate, 

had always deserved and claimed the homage of 
kings." The example of Rome and Constan- 
tinople confirmed the faith and discipline of the 
catholic world. The honours- of the saints and 
mor^yr&:*sile*4B- ; ' feeble and mdffectttal murmur 
nf pppfiaie^feeason were universally established ; 
and in tlfe age of Ambrose and Jerotn, something 
was still deemed wanting to the sanctity of a 
Christian church, till it had been eonsecrated by 
some portion of holy relies, which : fixed and in- 
flamed thedfevotion of the faithful. ; ; * 

In tfclong period of twelve hundred yehrs,' 
which elapsed between the reign of Constantine 
and Ahh ipeformation of Luther, the worship of 

d Jerom (tom. ii, p. 1 22) pompously describes the translation of 
Samuel, which k noticed in ail the chronicles of the times. V 

• The presbyter Vigilamius, the protestant of his age, firmly, 
though ineffectually, withstood the superstition of monies* 

Ac. for which Jerom compares him to the Hydra, Cerberus* 
the Centaurs, Ac* and considers him only fcs the organ of the &ahon, 
(tteAH* p. 120-126). Whoever will peruse the con tr o versy of St- 
Jerom ted Vjgi Ian tins* ted St. Augustin’s account of the miracles of 
St, Stephen, may speedily gain some idea of the spirit of the fathers* 
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saints and relics corrupted the pure and perfect elBAP. 
simplicity of the. Christian model; and some 
symptoms of degeneracy may be observed, even 
in the first generations which adopted and che- 
rished this pernicious innovation. 

I. The satisfactory experience, that the relics i- F abn - 
of saints were more valuabtethaiigold or precious tyrs aw j* 


stones,* 9 


•q multiply the 



relies- 


i or probability, they invented natnesfor 
skeletons, and actions for names. The fame of 
the apostles, and of the holy men who had imi- 
tated their virtues,. : was darkened by religious 
fiction. To the invincible band of genuij^&aBd 
primitive martyrs, they added myriads of ima- 
ginary heroes, who had never existed, except in 
the fancy of crafty or credulous legendaries ; and 
there is reason to suspect, that Tours might not 
be the only diocese in which the boaes-ofa male- 
factor were adored, instead of thos& of a saint.* 

A superstitious practice, which tended to inerease 
the temptations of fraud, and credulity, insensibly 
extinguished the light of history, and of reason, 
in the Christian world. 

II. But the progress of superstition would have n - Mirs ' 


been much less rapid and victorious, if the faith 

* M. de Beausobre (Hist, da Mank'he*t5m<?, f<^."n/ p. €r46) has Ap- 
plied a worldly sense to the pious observation thedergy of"£myr- 
na* who carefully preserved the relics of St. Polycarp I 


cles. 


* Martin of Tours (see his Life, c. 8, by Sulpidus Severn*) extorted 
thiS confession from the mouth of the dead man. Tbeetror is allow- 
ed natural y the discovery is supposed to be miraculous. WhUh. 
of the two was likely to happen most frequently ? 
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128 the decline and fall 

c H AP. of the people had not been assisted by thejeason* 
5^ w 'j |ije aid of visions and miracles, to ascertain the 
authenticity and virtue of the most suspicious 
relics. In the reign of the younger Theodosius, 
Lucian, 11 a presbyter of Jcru§ijletn,and the eccle* 
siaatical minister of the 'Village, ’of Capharga- 
mula, about twenty miles from the city, related 
a very singular dream, which, to remove his 
doubts, had been repeated on three successive 
Saturdays. A ye»erabl|^urestood [before him, 
in the silettte of a 

fcl^pohe/ and a gold rod ; announced 
%j tie name of Gamaliel, and revealed to the 
astonished presbyter, that his own corpse, with the 
bodies of his son Abibas,, his 
andU^JIlu^tiious Stephen,thfe^st martyr of the 
'were secretly buried in the ad- 
jacent field. lie added, with some impatience, 
f tnaf it was time to release himself, and his com- 
panions, from their 

appearance would be s^Iute^y tp 5 

and that they had madechoice of Lucian to inform 
the Jerusalem of their situation, and , 

te wishes. The doubts and difficulties which 
" &ijjf fettled this important discovery, were,su<J- 
cessivfefy’rem oved by new visions: and the ground 

* Lucian tSoxtoposed in Greek bis original narrative, ytUeh baabeen 
translated by Avittts, and published by Baronius,. (AnoaL Ecc^es- 
A. D. 415, N°- 7-ld.> The,. Benedictine editors of SL Augustin 
have given (at the endnfthe work de Civitate D^ Vwo severai eopies, 
various n| Ifogs. tx is the eba raefeer & 
feewallteu '^Tbe most incredible partsof the 1 t 

tniwihcdlnd softe&ed/bX Tillemont, (Mon. Ecclcs, tojn. u» p- 
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was opened by the bishop, in the presence of an chap. 
innumerable multitude* The coffins of Gamaliel, 
of his son, and of his friend, were found in regu- 
lar order ; but when the fourth coffin, which con- 
tained the remains of Stephen, was shown to the 
light, the earth trembled, and an odour, such as 
that of paradise, was smelt, which instantly cured 
the variotis^liseases of seventy-three of the.assist- 
ants. -IRte companions of Stephen were left in 
their peaceful residence of Caphargamala ; but 
the relics of the first martyr were transported, in 
solemn procession, to a church constructed in their 
honour on Mount Sion ; and the minute particles 
of those relics, a drop of blood, 1 or the scrapings 
of a bone, were acknowledged, in almost every 
province of the Roman world, to possess a divine 
and miraculous virtue. The grave and learned 
Augustin** whose understanding scarcely admits 
the excuse of credulity, has attested the innumer- 
able prodigies which were performed in Africa 
by the relics of St. Stephen ; and this marveltetis 
narrative is inserted in the elaborate work of the 
City of God, which the bishop of Hippo designed 
as a solid and immortal proof of the truth of 
Christianity. Augustin solemnly declares, that 

*■ A phial^jf St Stephen’s blood was annually liquefied at .Naples, 
till he was superseded by St. Januarius, (R'uinart. Hist Persccut. Van- 
dal. p. 429). 

k Augustin composed the two and twenty books de Cmtate 0ei 
in the space of thirteen years. A. D. 413-420. (Tillemont. Mem. 

Kccles. tom. xiv, p. 608, Ac.). His learning is too often borrowed, and 
lus arguments arc- too often his own ; but the whole work claims the 
merit of a magnificent design, vigorously, and not unskilfully, exe- 
cuted. 

K 
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chap, he had selected those miracles only which were 
publicly certified by the persons who were either 
the objects, or the spectators, of the power of the 
martyr. Many'prbdigies were omitted, or for- 
gotten ; and Hippo had bfeen 4 less favourably 
treated than the other cities of the province. 
And yet the bishop enumerates above seventy 
miracles, of which three were resurrections from 
the dead, in the space of two years, and within 
the limits of his own diocese. 1 If we enlarge 
our view|f& all the dioceses, and all the saints, of 
the Christian world, it will not be easy to calculate 
the fables, and the errors, which issued from this 
inexhaustible source. But we may surely be al- 
lowed to observe, that a miradfe^iirdbat age of 
supei^twnaml credulity, lost its name and its 
it could scarcely be considered as a 
deviation from the ordinary, and established, laws 
of nature. 

III. The innumerable the 

iy theism, tombs of the martyrs tverc the perpet4^ theatre, 
revealedtpHlIie pious believer the actual state and 
Constitution of the invisible world ; and his re- 
Kgious spoliations appeared to be founded on 
thediiw basis of fact and experience. Whatever 
might be the condition of vulgar souls, in the 
long interval between the dissolution aisd the re- 
surrection of their bodies, it was evident that the 

^ 1 See Augustin, de Civitat. Dei ? 1. xxii, c. 22, and the Appendix, 
•whicj^con tains two books of St. Stephen’s miracles, by Evodius, bi- 
shop of tTzalia. Freculphus (apud Basnage, Hist, des Juifs, tom. viii, 
p. 249> # bitt preserved a Gallic or Spanish proverb, •• Whoever pre- 
*• tends to have read aQ the miracles of St. Stephen, he lies.’* 
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superior spirits of the saints rand martyrs did not chaI*. 
consume that portion of their existence in silent 
and inglorious sleep* 1 ” It Was evident, (without 
presuming to determine the place of their habita- 
tion, or the nature of their felicity), that they en- 
joyed the lively and active consciousness of their 
happiness, their virtue, and their powers ; and 
that they had already secured the possession of 
their eternal reward*. * The enlargement of their 
intellectual faculties surpassed the measure ©f the 
human imagination ; since it w as proved by ex* 
perience, that they were capable of hearing and 
understanding the various petitions of their nu- 
merous votaries ; who, in the same moment of 
time, but in the most distant parts of the tvorld, 
invoked the name and assistance of Stephen or of 
Martin/ ^The confidence of their petitioners 
was fotmded on the persuasion that the saints, 
who reigned with Christ, east an eye of pity upon 
earth ; that they w ere warmly interested in the 
prosperity of the catholic church; and thgythc 
individuals* who imitated the example of their 

** Runtet (de Statu Mortuorum, p. 5(>~84-) collects the opinions 
of the Fathers, as far as they assert the sleep, or repose, of human 
souls, till the day of judgment. He afterwards exposes (p. 91, &c.) 
the inconveniences which must arise, if they possessed a more active 
and sensible existence. 

n Vigih&tius placed the souls of the prophet* and martyrs, either 
in the bosom of Abraham, (in loco refrigerii), or else under the altar of 
God. Nec posse suis tumulis et ubi voluerunt adesse praesentes. But 
Jerom (tom. ii, p. 122) sternly refutes this blasphemy, Tu Deo leges 
pones? Tu apostolis vincula iiyicies, ut usque ad diem judicii 
t«*eantur eustodia, nec sint cum Domino suo ; de quibus scriptum est, 

Sequuntur Agnum quocunque vadit. Si Agnus ubique, ergo, et hi, 
qui cum Agno sunt, ubique esse credendi sunt. Et cum diabolus et 
daemones toto vagentur m orbe, &c. 

K 2 
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chap , faith and piety, were the peculiar and favourite 
Sxvnt 0 f tlieir most tender regard. Sometimes, 

indeed, their friendship might be influenced hy 
considerations of a less exaltedkind : they viewed, 
with partial affection, the places which, had been 
consecrated by their birth, their residence, then- 
death, their burial, or the possession of their re- 
lics. The meaner passions of pride, avarice, 
and revenge, may be deemed unworthy of a ce- 
lestial breast; yet the .saints themselves conde- 
scended to testify their grateful approbation of the 
liberality of their votaries : and the sharpest holts 
of punishment were hurled against those impious 
wretches, who violated their magnificent shrines, 
or disbelieved their supernatuyj^iwver, 0 Atro- 
cious. vindettl, must have been the guilt, and 
strange -would have been the scepticism, of those 
men, if they had obstinately resisted the proofs of 
a divine agency, which the elements, the whole 
range of the animal creation, 
and invisible operations *of the human mind, were 
compelled •-'to., obeys 1 * The immediate, arid al- 
most instantaneous, effects, that were supposed to 
follow the prayer, or the offence, satisfied the 
Christians, of the ample measure of favour and 
authority, which the saints enjoyed in the presence 
of the Supreme God; and it seemed, almost 

* Fleut 7 , FKscoara su 1 1’Hist, Ecclesiastique, iii, p. 80. 

* At Minorca, the relics of St. Stephen converted, in eight days, 
540 ifews ; with the help, indeed, of some wholesome severities* such 
as Imriamg the synagogue, driving the obstinate infidels to starve 
among the rocks, Ac. See the original letter of Severus bishop of 
Minorca, <ad calcem St. Augustin, de Civ. Dei), and the judicious 
remark of Basnage, (tom. viii, p. 245-251). 
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superfluous to inquire, whether they were conti- chap* 
n it ally obliged to intercede before the throne of 
grace ; or whether they might not be permitted 
to exercise, according to the dictates of their 
benevolence and justice, the delegated powers of 
their subordinate ministry* The imagination, 
which had been raised by a painful effort to the 
contemplation and worship of the Universal 
Cause, e&gerJy embraced such inferior objects 
of adoration, as were more proportioned to 'its 
gross conceptions and imperfect faculties. The 
sublime and simple theology of ,the primitive * 
Christians was gradually corrupted ; and the 
monarchy of heaven, already clouded by meta- 
physical subtleties, was degraded by the intro- 
duction of a popular mythology, which tended 
to restore the-reign of polytheism/ 

TV. As the objects of* religion were gradually iv. intro- 
reduced to the standard of the imagination, the 
rites and ceremonies were introduced that seemed reraonies * 
most powerfully to affect the senses of the-vulgaiv 
If, in the beginning of the fifth century/ Ter- 
tullian/or Lactantius,” had been suddenly raised 
from the dead, to assist at the festival of some 


* Mr. Hume (Essays, vol. ii, p. 434) observes, like a philosopher, 
the natural flux and reflux of polytheism and theism. 

r D*Aubign£ (see his own Memoirs, p. 156-160) frankly offered, 
with the consent of the Huguenot ministers, to allow the first 400 
years as the rule of faith. The Cardinal du Perron haggled for forty 
years more, which were indiscreetly given. Yet neither party would 
have found their account in this foolish bargain. 

* The worship practised and inculcated by Tertullian, Lactantius, 
Arnobius, &c. is so extremely pure and spiritual, that their declamations 
against the pagan, sometimes glance against the Jewish, ceremonies 

£ 3 
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chap, popular saint, or martyr; 1 they would have 
gazed with astonishment, and indignation, on the 
profane spectacle, which had succeeded to the 
pure and spiritual worship df a Christian congre- 
gation. As soon as the door& of the church were 
thrown open, they must have been offended by 
the smoke of incense, the perfume of flowers, 
and the glare of lamps and tapers, which diffused, 
at noon-dav, a gawdy, superfluous, and, in their 
opinion, a sacrilegious light. If they approached 
the balustrade of the ahar, their made their way 
through the prostrate crowd, consisting*, for the 
most part, of strangers and pilgrims, who resorted 
to the city on the vigil of the feast ; and who 
already felt the strong intoxica&ftt of fanaticism, 
and, jfeiliaps, of wine. Their devout kisses were 
imprinted on the walls and pavement of the sacred 
edifice ; and their fervent prayers were directed, 
whatever might he the language of their church, 
to the bones, the blood, or the saint, 

which were usually concealed, by a linen or silken 
veil, from the eyes of the vulgar. The Christians 
frequented the tombs of the martyrs, in the hope 
of obtaining, from their powerful intercession, 
every sort of spiritual, but more especially of tem 
poral, blessings. They implored the preservation 
of their health, or the cm*e of their ioffrmities ; 

* Faustus the Manichaean accuses the catholics of idolatry. Ver- 
titi* idol* in martyres . . . quos votis similibus colitis. M. de 
Bcausobrc, (Hist. Critique da Manicheisme, tom. ii, p. 629-700), 
a Vrotestsnt, but a philosopher, has represented, with candour and 
learnings the introduction of Christian idolatry in the fourth and fifth 
centuries^ 
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the fruitfulness of their barren wives, or the safety chap. 
and happiness of their children. Whenever they 
undertook any distant or dangerous journey, they 
requested, that the holy martyrs would be their 
guides and protectors on the road ; and if they 
returned, without having experienced any mis- 
fortune, they again hastened to the tombs of the 
martyrs, to celebrate, with grateful thanksgivings, 
their obligations to the memory and relics of those 
heavenly patrons. The walls were hung round 
with symbols of the favours which they had 
received ; eyes, and hands, and feet, of gold and 
silvery and edifying pictures, which could not 
long escape the abuse of indiscreet or idolatrous 
devotion, represented the image, the attributes, 
and the miracles of the tutelar saint. The same 
uniform original spirit of superstition might sug- 
gest, in the most distant ages and countries, the 
same methods of deceiving the credulity* and of 
affecting the senses, of mankind : u but it must in- 
genuously be confessed, that the ministersnf the 
catholic church imitated the profane model, 
which they were impatient to destroy. The most 
respectable bishops had persuaded themselves, 
that the ignorant rustics would more cheerfully 
renounce the superstitions of paganism, if they 
found $ome resemblance, some compensation in 

11 The resemblance of superstition, which could not be imitated, 
might be traced from Japan to Mexico. W arburton has w&eed this 
idea, which he distorts, by rendering it too general and absolute 
(Biviae Legation, vol. iv, p. 126, Ac.). 
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the bosom of Christianity. The religion of Con- 
stantine achieved, in .less than a century, the 
final conquest of the Roman empire : but the 
victors themselves .were insensibly subdued by 
the arts of their vanquished rivgls.* 

* The imitation of paganism is the subject of Dr. Middleton’s a* 
greeable letter from Rome. Warbur ton’s animadversions obliged him 
to connect (vol. iii, p. 120—132) the history of the two religions ; and 
to prove the antiquity of the Christa n copy. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

Final division of the Roman empire between the sons of 
Theodosias — Reign of Arcadia s and 11 onorius — Ad- 
ministration of Rufinas and Stilkh o — Revolt and de- 
feat of Gildo in Africa i ' - • 

The genius of Rome expired with Theodo- 
sius ; the last of the successors of Augustus ^ 
and Constantine, who appeared in the field at Division of 

. . . the empire 

the head of their armies, and whose authority between 
was universally acknowledged throughout ' the 
whole extent of the empire. The memory of ous, 

. • * i % .Am Du 305^ 

his virtues still continued, however, to protect j a n. 17. 
the feeble and inexperienced youth of his two 
sons. After the death of their father, Arcadius 
and Honorius were sahited, by the unanimous 
consent of mankind, as the lawful emperors of 
the East, and of the West ; and the oath of fide- 
lity was eagerly taken by every order of the state; 
the senates of old and new Rome, the clergy, the 
magistrates, the soldiers, and the people. Arca- 
dius, who then was about eighteen years of age, 
was born in Spain, in the humble habitation of a 
private family. But he received a princely edu- 
cation in the palace of Constantinople; and 
his inglorious life was spent in that peaceful and 
splendid seat of royalty, from whence he appeared 
to reign over the provinces of Thrace, Asia Mi- 
nor, Syria, and Egypt, from the Lower Danube 
to the confines of Persia and Ethiopia. His 
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chap, younger brother, Honorius, assumed, in the 
2vXix. eleventh year of his age, the nominal government 
of Italy, Africa, Gaul, Spain, and Britain ; and 
the troops, which guarded the frontiers of his 
kingdom, were opposed, on oneside, to the Ca- 
ledonians, and on the other to the Moors. The 
great and martial prefecture of Illyrkum was 
divided between the two princes ; the defence 
and possession of the provinces of Noricum, 
Pannonia, and Pahnatia, still belonged to 
the western empire; but the two large dioceses 
of Bacia and Macedonia, which Gratian had 
intrusted to the valour of Theodosius, were for 
ever united to the empire of the East. The 
boundary in Europe was not #ery different from 
theJhir^^ now separates the Germans and 
|h& Turks ; and the respective advantages of ter- 
ritory, riches, populousness, and military strength, 
were fairly balanced and compensated, in this 
final and permanent division of The Boman em- 
pire. The hereditary sceptre of the sons of Theo- 
dosius appeared to be the gift of nature, and of 
their father ; the generals and ministers had been 
s accustomed to adore the majesty of the royal in- 
fants; and the army and people were not admo- 
nished of their rights, and of their power, by the 
dangerous example of a recent election. The 
gradual discovery of the weakness of Arcadius 
and Honorius, and the repeated calamities of 
their reign, were not sufficient to obliterate the 
deep and early impressions of loyalty. The sub- 
jects of Rome, who still reverenced the persons, 
or rather the names, of their sovereigns, beheld. 
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with equal abhorrence, the rebels who opposed, chap. 
and the ministers who abused, the authority of 
the throne, 

Theodosius had tarnished the glory of his reign Character 
by the elevation of Rufinus ; an -odious favourite, nistration 
who, in an age of civil and religious faction, has ^5 l 396^ 
deserved, from every pafty, the imputation of 395. 
every crime. * The strong impulse of ambition 
and avarice* had urged Rufinus p> abandon his 
fiative country, an obscure comer of Gaol;* To 
advance his fortune in the capital of the East : 
the talent of bold and ready elocution 0 qualified 
him to succeed in the lucrative profession of the 
few ; and his success in that profession was a 
regular step to the most honourable and import- 
ant employments of the state. He was raised, 
by just degrees, to the station of master of the 
office the exercise of his various functions, 
so essentially connected with the whole system of 
civil government, he acquired the coidMfcftce of 
a monarch, who soon discovered his diligeucpmid 
capacity in business, and who long remained igno- 
rantefthe pride, the malice, and the covetousness, 
of his disposition. These vices w ere concealed 
beneath the mask of profound dissimulation;* 

* Alecto, envious of the public felicity, convenes an infernal synod* 

Megaera re"*ommen{|s her pupil Rufinus, and excites him to deeds of 
mischief, Ac. But there is as much difference between Claudian’s Airy 
and that of Virgil, as between the characters of TurntiS aftd Jtufiiros. 

I It is evident, (Tillemont, Hist, des Emp. though 

de Marca is ashamed of his countryman, that Rufinus was born at 
Elusa, the metropolis of Novempopulania, now a small village of Gasn 
Ccmy»<d’Anville, Notice de I’Ancienne Gaule, p. 289). 

* Philostorgius, 1. xi, c. 3, with Godefroy’s Dissert. p. 440. 

* A passage of Suidas is expressive of his profound dissimulation » 

avtfMs xxt 
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chap, his passions were subservient only to the passions 
xxix: mas ter ; yet, in the horrid massacre of 

Thcssalonica, the cruel Rufinns inflamed the fury, 
without imitating the repentance, of Theodosius. 
The minister, who viewed with proOd inditference 
the rest of mankind, never forgave the appear- 
ance of an injury ; and his personal enemies had 
forfeited, in his opinion, the merit of all public 
services. Promotus, the master-general of the 
infantry, had saved the empire from the invasion 
of the Ostrogoths ; but he indignantly "supported 
the pre-eminence of a rival, whose character and 
profession he despised ; and, in the midst of a 
public council, the impatient soldier was pro- 
voked to chastise with a blowthe indecent pride 
of ibe fov^urite. This act of violence was repre- 
Berthe emperor as an insult, which it was 
incumbent on his dignity to resent. The dis- 
' grace and exile of Promotus were signified by a 
peremptory order, to repair, without delay, to a 
military station on the banks of the Danube; and 
the death of that general (though he was slain in 
a skirmish with the barbarians) was imputed to 
the perfidious arts of Rufinus/ The sacrifice of 
an hero gratified his revenge; the honours of the 
consulship elated his vanity ; but his power was 
still imperfect and precarious, as long as*the im- 
portant posts of prefect of -the East, and of pre- 
fect of Constantinople, w ere filled by Tatian/ 

• Zozitous, I. iv, p. 272, 273. 

r £©simm, who describes the fall of Tati an and his *on, (U iv, p. 273, 
274), asserts their Innocence: and even his testimony may outweigh 
the charges of their enemies* (Cod. Tbeodos. tom. iv, p. 489), who 

accuse 


r 
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and his son Proculqs;. whose united authority chap. 
balanced, for some time, the ambition and fa- 
vour of the master of the offices. The two pre- 
lects were aceused of rapine and corruption in 
the adminis tration of the laws and finances. For 
the trial of these illustrious offenders, the em- 
peror constituted a speciaJ commission ; several 
judges were naanedto share theguilt and reproach 
of injustiee ; but the right of pronounciagsen- 
tenee wds reserved to the president alone, and 
that president was Rufinus himself. The father, 
stripped of the prefecture of the East, was thrown 
into a dungeon ; but? the son, conscious that few 
ministers can be found innocent, where an enemy 
is their judge, had secretly escaped ; and Rufinus 
must have been satisfied with the least obnoxious 
victim, if despotism bad not condescended to em- 
ploy the basest and most ungenerous artifice. The 
prosecution was conducted with an appearance 
of equity and moderation, which flattcredl'atiun 
with the hope of a favourable event ; bis con- 
fidence was fortified by the solemn assurances, and 
perfidious oaths, of the president, who presumed 
to interpose the sacred name of Theodosius 
himself; and the unhappy father was at last per- 
suaded to recal, by a private letter, the fugitive 
Froculus? He was instantly seized, examined, 
condemned, and beheaded, in one of the suburbs 
of Constantinople, with a precipitation, which 

accuse %hem of oppressing the Curi<e. The connection of Tatian with 
the Arians, while he was prefect of Egypt, (A. D. 373), incline* 

TUlemoht to believe that he was guilty of every crime, (Hist, dca 
F.mp. tom. v, p. 360. Mem. Ecclcs. tom, yi, p. 
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chap, disappointed the clemency of the emperor, 
xxix. Without respecting the misfortunes of a consul- 
ar senator, the cruel judges of Tatian compelled 
him to behold the execution of his son : the fatal 
cord was fastened round his own neck ; but in 
the moment when he expected, and perhaps de- 
sired, the relief of a speedy death, he was per- 
mitted to consume the miserable remnant of his 
old age in poverty and exile. B The punishment 
of the two prefects might, perhaps, be excused 
by the; exceptionable parts of their own conduct ; 
the enmity of Rufinus might be palliated by the 
jealous and unsociable nature of ambition. But 
he indulged a spirit of revenge, equally repug- 
nant to prudence and to, justice, Jiejien, he de- 
gUde^ th^ -mative country , of Lyeia,. from 
, tte-raaJt-nf Roman provinces; stigmatized a 
guiltless people with a mark of ignominy ; and 
declared that the countrymen of. Tatian and 
Proculus should ever remain incapable nf hold- 
ing any employment . of honour or, advantage, 
under the imperial government . 11 The new 




- — — — Juvenum rorantia colla 
Ante patrum vultus stricta cecidere securi. 

Ibttt grand aev us nato moriente superstes 
, Fost trabeas exsul. In Rufin. j, 

The facts of Zosimus explain the allusions of Claudian ; but his classic 
interpreters were ignorant of the fourth Century, Th&fattU card, I 
found, with the help of Tiilemont, in a sermon pf St. Asterius of 
Amasea. 


h This odious law is recited, and repealed, by Arcadius, (A. D. 
396), in the Theodosian Code, 1. ix, tit. xxxviii, leg. 9. The sense, 
mit h explained by Claudian, (in Rufio. i, 234), and Godefroy, (tom. 
ha, p. 270), is perfectly clear. 

^ ’ Exscindere cives 

\ Fundi tu« ; et no men gentis deter* laborat. 


The 
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prefect of the East (forRufinusHiistantly sue- £haP. 
ceeded to the Vacant honours of his adversary) 
was not diverted, however, by the most criminal 
pursuits, from the performance of the religious 
duties* which in that age were considered as the 
most essential to salvation. In the suburb of 
Cbalcedon, surnamed tbef Oak, he had built a 
magnificent villa-; to which he devoutly added a 
stately ^wehf consecrated to the apostfes St. 

Peter and St. Paul) and continually sanctified hf 
the prayers, and penance, of a regular society of 
monks. A numerous* and almost general, synod 
of the tttshops of the eastern empire was sum- 
moned to celebrate, at the same time, 
cation of the church, and the baptism Of tftd 
founder. This double ceremony was performed 
with extraordinary pomp; and when Rufinus was 
purifiedy ^m tfee holy font* from all the sins that 
he had hitherto committed, a 


of Egypt rashly proposed himself as thO sponsor 
of a proud and ambitious statesman . 1 ; 

The character of Theodosius imposed on his He op- 
minister the task of hypocrisy, which disguised, e^T, 
and sometimes restrained, the abuse of power ; 
and Rufinus was apprehensive of disturbing the 
indolent slumber of a prince* still capable of 
exerting^the abilities, and the virtue, which had 


A. D. 39X 


The scruples of Pagi and Tillemont can arise only from; their zeal for 
the glory of Theodosius. 

1 Ammonias . . . Rufimnn propriis manibus suscepit sacro fonte 
Emmdattnn* See Rosweyde’s Vital Patrum, p. 947. Sozomen, tf. 
viii, c. 17) mentions the chmch and monastery ; and Tillemont 
(Mem. Eecles. tom. ix, p. 593) records this synod, m which M, Gre- 
gory of Nvssa performed a conspicuous part. 
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chap, rained him to the throne. fc But the absence, and 
xxix. £ 00n afterwards, the death, of the emperor, eon- 
firmed the .absolute authority of Rufinus over 
the person and dorairdons of Arcadius ; a feeble 
youth, whom the imperious prefect considered 
as bis pupil, rather than his sovereign. Regard- 
less of the public opinion, he indulged his passions 
without remorse, and without resistance; and his 
malignant and rapacious spirit rejected every 
passion that might have contributed to his own 
glory, or the happiness of the people. * His ava- 
rice, 1 which seems to have prevailed in his cor- 
rupt mind, over every other sentiment, attracted 
the wealth of the East, by the various arts*- of 
partial, and general, extortion; oppressive taxes, 
§£a udahu^bribery, immoderate fines, unjustxom 
6ic^kms,forced or fictitious testaments, by which 
the tyrant despoiled of their lawful inheritance the 
children of strangers, or enemies ; and the public 
sale of justice, as well as of favour, which he 
instituted in . the palace of Constantinople. The 

k Montesquieu (Esprit des Loix, J. xii, c. 12) praises one of the 
law^of Theodosius, addressed to the prefect Uufinus, (1. ix, tit. i\\ 
tegrtwic.)* to discourage the prosecution of treasonable, or sacrilegi- 
yU|^|rards^ A tyrannical statute always pro\ ts the existence of ty- 
ranny £ but a laudable edict may only contain the specious profes- 
sions, or ineffectual wishes, of the prince, or his ministers.. This, l 
am afraid, is a just, though mortifying, canon, of crjti cyan. 

i - . fluctibus auri 

Expleri ille calor nequit 

Congest® cumulantur apes ; erbisque rapinas 
^ Accipit una dtamus.— — 

This dtaracter (Claudian. in Uufin. i, 184-220) is confirmed by Je- 
roi%; a disinterested witness, (dedecue insatiabilis avariti®, tom. i,. ad 
ileliodor. p, 26 ),,by Zosimus, (1, v, p. 28b), and by Suidas, who copied 
the history of ISunapius. 
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ambitious candidate eagerly solicited, at the ex- chap. 
pence of the fairest part of his patrimony, the 
honours and emoluments of some provincial 
government; the lives and fortunes of the unhappy 
people were abandoned to the most liberal pur- 
chaser ; and the public discontent was sometimes 
appeased by the sacrifice of an unpopular criminal, 
whose punishment was- profitable only to the pre- 
fee toftbeEast, Ms accomplice and his judge, if 
avarice were not the blindest of the human- pas- 
sions, the motives of Rufinus might excite our 
curiosity ; and we might be tempted to inquire, 
uitfawhatvjew, he violated every principle of hu- 
manity and justice, to accumulate those immense 
treasures, which he could not spend without folly, 
nor possess without danger. Perhaps he vainly, 
imagined, that he laboured for the interest of an 
oniydaj^htgr,* on whom he intended to bestow bis 
royal pupil, and. the ailgust rank ofempress of 
the East. Perhaps he deceived himself by the 
opinion, that his avarice was the instrument nf, 
his ambition.. He aspired to place his fortune on 
a securenhd independent basis, w r hich should no 
longe*. depend on . the caprice of the young em- 
peror yet he neglected to conciliate the hearts 
of the soldiers and peojdtv by ,tb£ liberal distri- 
bution of those riches, which he had acquired ' 
with so much toil, and with so much guilt* ,The 
extreme parsimony of Rufinus left him only the 
reproach, and envy,’ of ill-gotten wealth ; his de- 
pendaftfe.iServed bite without attachment ; the 
universabhatred of mankind was repressed only 
by the influence of. servile fear. The fate of 

VOT.. V. 


L 
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chap. Lucian proclaimed to the East, that the prefect, 

xxix. w jj 0se industry was much abated in the despatch 
of ordinary business, was active and indefatigable 
in the pursuit of revenge. Lucian, the son of the 
prefect Florentius, the oppressor of Gaul, and the 
enemy of Julian, had employed a considerable 
part of his inheritance, the fruit of rapine and 
corruption, to purchase the friendship of Rufinus, 
and the high office of count of the East. But the 
new magistrate imprudently departed from the 
maxims of the court, 1 mid of the times ; disgraced 
his benefactor, by the contrast of a virtuous and 
temperate administration ; and presumed to re- 
fuse an act of injustice, which might have tended 
to the profit of the emperor’s uncle. t Areadius 
Wjseasilypc^suaded to resent the supposed insult; 
iiwd the^weSfect of the East resolved to execute in 
person the cruel vengeance which he meditated 
against this ungrateful delegate of his power. He 
performed with incessantspeed thejoumeyof seven 
or eight hundred miles, from Constantinople to 
Antioch, entered the- capital of Syria at the dead 
of night,and spread universal consternation among 
a people, ignorant of his design, but not ignorant 
of his character. The count of the fifteen provinces 
of theEast was dragged, like the vilest milefactpr, 
before the arbitrary tribunal of Rufinus. Not- 
withstandingtbe clearestevi^lence of his integrity, 
which was not impeached even by the voice of 
mi accuser, Lucian was condemned, almost with- 
out a trial, to suffer a cruel ami ignominious 
punishment.- The ministers of the_ tyrant, by the 
order, dndiii the presence, of their master. Beat 
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him on the neck with leather thongs, armed at chap. 
the extremities with lead ; and when he fainted 
under the violence of the pain, he w£s removed 
in a close litter, to conceal his dying agonies from 
the eyes of the indignant city. No sooner had 
Rufinus perpetrated this inhuman act, the sole 
object of his expedition, than he returned, amidst 
the deep, and silent, curses of a trembling people, 
from Antioch to Constantinople; and his dfiig^ice 
was accelerated, by the hope of accomplishing, 
without delay, the nuptials of his daughter with 
the emperor of the East.™ 

But Rufinus soon experienced, that a prudent Hc is ***; 

• appointed, 

minister should constantly secure his royal captive by the mar- 
by the strong, though invisible, chain of habit ; 
and that the merit, and much more easily the a- d. 393. 
favour, of the absent, are obliterated in a short ' 
time Tfbtn the mind of a weak and capricious 
sovereign. While the prefect satiated Kis revehge 
at Antioch, a secret conspiracy of the favourite 
eunuchs, directed by the great chamberlain Bu- 
tropius, undermined his power in the palace of 
Constantinople. They discovered that Arcadius 
was not inclined to love the daughter of Rufinus, 
who had been chosen, without bis consent, for his 
bride ; and they contrived to substitute in her 
place the fair Eudoxia, the daughter of Bauto,” 

a* Caetera segnis ; * ' ‘ 

Ad facinus velox : pemtus regions remotas 
Implger ire vias. 

Tfcirsdliwion of Claudian On Rutin. i, 241) is again explained by the 
circumstantial narrative of Zosimus, (I. v, p. ?$8, 2SJ>). 

n Zosimus <1* iv, p. 243) praises the valour, prudence, and integrity 
of Ba^to the Frank. See Tillemont. Hist, des Empereurs. tom. v, j>. 

771 . 

> l 2 
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chap, a general of the Franks in the service of Rome; 
xxr£. a ^{ w ho wag ec | uca ted, since the deatlftpf her 
father, in the fhfhily of the sons of Promotes. The 
young emperor, %VhO^ chastity had been strictly 
guarded by the pious care of his tutor Arsenins , 0 
eagerly listened to the artful and flattering descrip- 
tions v of the charms of Eudoxia: he gazed with 
impatient ardour on her picture, and he under- 
stood the necessity of concealing his amorous 
designs from the knowledge of a roini$ier*who was 
m deeply interested to Oppose the consummation 
(riThis happiness. Soon after the return of Rufinus, 
the approaching ceremony of the royal nuptials 
was announced to the people of Constantinople, 
who pr^pare^ to celebrat%with false aad hollow 
^iJ^fertune of his daughter. A 
lin of eunuchs and officers issued, in 
hyfneneal pomp, from the gates of the palace; 
bearing aloft the diadem, the robes* and the in- 
estimable ornaments* ' of the future The 

solemn processfoiLjfti^cdthrough the streets of the 
dty,WbMh weare ad^*ned with garlands, and filled 
With Spectators; but, when it reached the house of 
of Protnotus, the principal eunuch re- 
spectfully entered the mansion, invested the' fair 
Eudoxia witli the imperial robes, andcomhieted 
tier in triumph to the palace and bed-Gf Arca- 
dius. p The secrecy; and success, with which 



* Arseni us escaped from ^he palace of Constantinople, and passed 
fifty-live years in rigid penance in the monasteries of Egypt. See 
Ale£n. Eccles. tom. xiv, p. 676-702; and Fleury, Hi&t. 
, t » Ac. : but the latter, for want of authentic mate- 
i ials, hasgfren too much credit to the legend of Metaphrastes. 

p This sf6ry (Zosimus, h v F p. 290) prove* that the hymeneal 
rite* of antiquity were stilt practised, without idolatry, by the Christians 

' of 
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this conspiracy against Rufinus had been con- cpAP. 
ducted, imprinted a mark of indelible ridicule on 
the character of a minister, who had suffered him- 
self to be deceived, in , a post where the arts of 
deceit and dissimulation constitute the most dis- 
tinguished merit. He considered, with a mix- 
ture of indignation and fear, the victory of an 
aspiring eunuch, who had secretly captivated the 
i'arourof bis sovereign ; and the disgrace of Ms 
daughter, whose interest w r as inseparably con- 
nected with his own, wounded the tenderness, or, 
at least, the pride, of Rufinus. At the moment 
when 'he Raftered himself that he should become 
the father of a line of kings, a foreign maid, who 
had been educated in the house of his implacable 
enemies, was introduced into the imperial bed ; 
and Eudoxia soon displayed a superior ity of sense 
and spirit, to improve the -ascendant which her 
beauty must acquire over the mind of a fond and 
youthful husband. The emperor would soon be 
instructed to hate, to fear, and to destroy, the 
powerful subject, whom he had injured ; and the 
consciousness of guilt depx ived Rufinus of every 
hope, either of safety or comfort, in the retire- 
ment of a private life. But he still possessed the 
most effectual means of defending his dignity, 
and perllaps of oppressing his enemies. The pre- 
fect still exercised an uncontrouled authority over 
the civil and military government of the East : - 

<4“ the East; and the brid$ was forcibly conducted from the house of 
her parents to that of her husband- Our form of marriage requires, 
with less delicacy, the express and public consent of a virgin. 

L S 
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chap, and his treasures, if he could resolve to use them, 
might be employed to procure proper instruments, 
for the execution of * the blackest designs, that 
pride, ambition, and 7 revenge, could suggest to a 
desperate statesman. The character of Rufinus 
seemed tojustify the accusations, that he conspired 
against the person of his sovereign, to seat himself 
on the vacant throne ; and that he had secretly 
invited the Huns, and the Goths, to invade the 
provinces of the empire, and to increase the public 
confusion. The subtle prefect, whose life had 
been spent in the intrigues of the palace, opposed, 
with equal arms, the artful measures of the eunuch 
Eutropius ; but the timid soul of Rufinus was 
astonished by the hostile approach of a more for- 
lUidWd^^ivhljbT the great Stilicho, the general, or 
master, of the empire of the West. 1 * 
2stafch6 The celestial gift which Achilles obtained, and 
mmi- Alexander envied, of a poet worthy to celebrate 
the actions of heroes, has been enjoyed by Stili- 
cho, in a much higher degree than might have 
been expected from the declining state of genius, 
and of arV The muse of Claudian/ devoted to 
hfeservice, was always prepared to stigmatize bis 
adversaries, Rufinus, or Eutropius, with eternal 
infamy ; or to paint, in the most splemlidcolours, 
the victories and virtues, of a pow£$ftft bene- 
factor. In the review of a period indifferently 

i Zo&imus, (L v, p. 250) ; Orosius, (L vii, c. 31), and the Ciuro- 
nicle oC MarceDiuus. Claudian (in Kufin. ii, 7—100) paints, in lively 
colours, the distress and guilt of the prefe*. 

r Sulicho*dlreetly or indirectly, is the perpetual theme of Claudian. 
The youth, and private life, of the hero, are vaguely expressed in the 
oem on his first consulship, 35-140, 


general, 
of the 
western 
empire. 
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supplied with authentic materials, we cannot 
refuse to illustrate the annals of Honorius, from 
the invectives, or the panegyrics, of a contempo- 
rary writer : but as Claudian appears to have 
indulged the most ample privilege of a poet and 
a courtier, some criticism will be requisite to 
translate the language of fiction, or exaggeration, 
into the truth and simplicity of historic prose. His 
silence concerning the family of Stilicho may be 
admitted as a proof, that his patron was neither 
able, nor desirous, to boast of a long series of illus- 
trious progenitors; and the slight mention of his 
father, an officer of barbarian cavalry, in the 
service of Valens, seems to countenance the asser- 
tion, that the general, who so long commanded the 
armies of Rome, was descended from the savage 
and perfidious race of the Vandals.' If Stilicho 
had not- possessed the external advantages of 
strength and stature, the most flattering bard, in 
thepresenceof so many thousandspecta tors, would 
have hesitated to affirm, that lie surpassed the 
measure of the demi-godsof antiquity; and, that 
whenever he moved, n ith lofty steps, through the 
streets of the capital, the astonished crowd made 
room for the stranger, who displayed, in a private 
condition, the awful majesty of a hero. From 
his earliest youth he embraced the profession of 
arms; his prudence and valour were soon distin- 
guished in the field ; the horsemen and archers 

* Vandalorura, imbellis, avaroe, perfid®, et dolose, gentis, genere 
cdittis. Orosius, 1. vii, c. 38. Jeron (tom* i, ad Gcrontiam, p. 93) 
calls him a semi-barbarian* 


Ite 
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XXIX. 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 


152 

chap, of the. East admired his superior dexterity; and 

XXIX. • . . 7 J 

,b in each degree of his military promotions, the 

public judgment always. prevented and approved 
the choice of the sovereign. He was named by 
Theodosius, to ratify a solemn treaty with the 
monarch of Persia : he supported, during that 
important embassy, the dignity of the Roman 
name; and after his return to Constantinople, his 
merit was rewarded by an intimate and honour- 
able alliance with the imperial family. Theodo- 
sius, had been prompted, by a pious motive: of 
fraternal affection, to adopt, for his own, tire 
daughter of his brother Ilonorius ; the beauty 
and accomplishments of Serena 1 were universally 
admired by the obsequious,. coprt ; and dStilicbo 

bver a crowd of rivals, 
wRu.nmbitiously disputed the hand of the princess, 
and the favour of her adoptive father." The 
assurance that the husband of Serena would 
be faithful to the throne,, which hewaspermitted 
to approach, engaged the emperor to exalt tl»e 
fortunes, and to employ the abilities, of the saga- 
cious and intrepid Stilicho. He rose through 
th.e successive steps of master of the horse, and 

His mm- count nT the domestics, to the supreme rank of 

t ary com- . 1 

mand. master-general of all the cavalry and of 

• - ■' . 

* Chmdian, in an imperfect poem, ^ drawn a fair, perh#|is flutter- 
ing, portrait of Serena. That favourite niece of Theodoeius was born, 
^ as well as her sister ThermantSa, in Spain ; from whence, m their ear- 
liest youth, they were honourably conducted to the palace -Of Constan- 
tinopie. 

“ Soma doubt. may he entertained, whether this adoption was legal, 

* oi only noKtaphorical, (see Dujrange, Fam. By scant. p. 75). An- old 
inscription ghre® Stilicho the singular title of Pro gener Divi Tkeodesii l 



OF THE ROMAX EMPIRE. 


153 


the Roman, or at least of tie Western, empire f chap. 
and his enemies confessed, that he invariably dis- „ 

dained to barter for gold the rewards of Tderit, a. d. 395- 
or to defraud the soldiers of the pay and gratifi- 
cations, Which they deserved, or claimed, from 
the liberality of the state. 7 The valour and 
conduct which he afterwards displayed, in the 
defence of Italy* against the arms of Alarie and 
Radagaisns, may justify the fameof hir eatiy 
achievements; and in an age less attentive to the 
laws of honour, or of pride, the Roman generals 
might yield the 1 pre-eminence of rank, to the 
ascendant ^of superior genius.* He lamented, 
and revenged, the murder of PromotuS^hi^ : fiyaI 
and his friend ; and the massacre of many thou- 
sands of the flying Bastarna; is represented by 
tht poet, as a bloody sacrifice, which the Roman 
Achilles offered to tbe- mafies of another Patro- 
clus. The virtues and victories of Stiheho de- 
served the hatred of Rufirius : and the acts of 


* rf £Jaudiait (Laus Seren*, 190, 193), expresses, in poetic lartguag*, 
tfye “Rno r*iig and the “ gemino mox idem culmine dux it 

inscription adds, “ count of the domestics,” an 
important command, which gtilicho, in the height of his grandeur, 
might prudently retain. 

y The beautiful lines of Claudi^n (in i Cons. Stiiich. ii, 113) dis- 
play hiif genius : but the integrity of Stiiich o ftft the ipilitary admini- 
stration) is^coch more lirmly established by the unwilling evidence 
of Zosimus, (1. v, p. 34o). ; 

2 ... Si bellica moles 

Ingrueret, quamvis annis et jure rainori, T ^ 

Cedere grandaevos equitum peditumque magistrns 

Adspiceres Claudian, Laus Seren. p. 196, Ac. 

A modem general would deem their. submission, either heroic patri* 
etism, or abject servility. 

-<C0 U 
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chap* calumny might have been successful, if the ten- 
der and vigilant Serena had not protected her 
husband against his domestic foes, whilst he 
vanquished in the* field the enemies of the em- 
pire ." 1 Theodosius- continued to support an 
unworthy minister, to whose diligence he dele- 
gated the government of the palace, and of the 
- East ; but when he marched against the tyrant 
Eugeniiis, he associated his faithful general to 
the labours and glories of the civil war ; and, in 
the last moments of his life, the dying monarch 
recommended to Stilicho the care of his sons, 
and of the republic . 13 The ambition and the 
abilities of Stilicho were not unequal to the im- 
portant trust ; and he claimed the guardianship 

the minority of Area- 
dius land Hoftorivis. c The first measure of his 
administration, or rather of his reign, displayed to 
the nations the vigour and activity of n spirit 
worthy to command. ; Hepassedtbe Alps in 
the depth of winter ; descended the stream of 

* Compare the poem on the first consulship, (i, DS-llu), with the 
Law* Seretue, (227-237, where it unfortunately breaks off). We may 
perceive the- (Seep inveterate malice of Rufinus. 

* J ' * » Quern fratribus ipse 

Discedcns, elypeumquc defensoremque dedisti. 

Vet the nomination (nr Cons. Hon. 432) was private, (1H Cons. Hon. 

1 42), cunctos discedere . . . jubet ; and may* tifcrefore, l£ suspected. 
Zosimus, and Suidas, apply to Stilicho, and Rufinus, the same equal 
title of Erir/rrrf, guardians^or procurators. 

e The Roman law distinguishes two sorts of minority, which expired 
at g»e age of fourteen, and of twenty-five. The one was subject to the 
tutor, or gqardian, of the person ; the other to the r.vtator , of trustee, 
of the estate, (lletncrcius, Antiquitat. Horn, ad Jur imprudent, pertinent. 
h i, tit. auefi, xxhi, p. 21S-232). Bu| these legal ideas were never 
accurately transferred into the constitution of an elective monarchy. 
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the Rhine, from the fortress* of Basil to the chap. 
marches of Batavia*; reviewed the state of the XXIX - 
garrisons ; repressed the enterprises of the Ger- 
mans ; and, after establishing along the banks a 
firm and honourably peace, returned with incre- 
dible speed to the palace of Milan/ The per- 
son and court of Honoring were subject to the 
master-general The West ; and the armies and 
of Europe obeyed, without hesitation, 
a regular authority, which was exercised hr the 
name of their young sovereign. Two rivals only 
remained to dispute the -claims, and to provoke 
the vengeance, of Stilidio. Within the limits of 
Africa, Gildo, the Moor, maintained a proud and 
dangerous independence ; and the minister of 
Constantinople asserted his equal reign over the 
emperor, and the empire, of the East. 

The impartiality which Stilidbo affected, as the The fan 
common guardian of the royal brothers;engaged of Ratings, 
him to regulate the equal division of the arms, 
the jewels, and the magnificent wardrobeandfar- 
niture of the deceased emperor/ But the most 
important object of the inheritance consisted of 
the numerous legions, cohorts, and squadrons of 
* Romans, or barbarians, whom the event of the 
civil war had united under the standard of Theo- 
dosius. * The various multitudes of Europe and 

4 See Claudian, (i Cons. Stilich. i f 188-242); but he must allow 
more than fifteen days for the journey and return between Milan and 
lueydeB, , 

* I Cons*. Stilich. ii, Not only the robes and diadems of 

the deceased emperor, but even the helmets, sword-hilts, belts, cui- 
rasses, Ac. were enriched with pearls, emeralds, and diamonds. 
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chaE. Aria, exasperated by recent animosities, were 
overawed by the authority of a single man ; and 
the rigid disdplineof Stilicho protected the lands 
of the*citims froi #^pine of the licentious 
soldier/ Anxious, however, and impatient, to 
relieve Italy from the presence of this formidable 
host, which could be useful only on the frontiers 
*• of tlie empire, he listened to the just requisition 
of the minister of Arcadius, declared his intention 
of re-conducting in person the troops of the East ; 
and dexterously employed the rumour of a Gothic 
tumult, to conceal his private designs of ambition 
and revenge/ The guilty soul of Rufinus was 
alarmed by the approach of a warrior and a 
rival, whose enmity he deserved ; he computed, 
wifi the narrow space of his 
l^ mtd'gteatness ; and, as the last hope of safety, 
fee Interposed the authority of the emperor Ar- 
cadius. Stilicho, who appears to have directed 
his march along the sea-coast ^ tte/M^drlatic, 
was not far <Mstant froHl the city of Thessalonica, 
when herrecetved a peremptory message, to recal 
theftrfcops of the East, and to declare, that his 
nearer 2 approach w ould he considered, by the 

't t ♦ j *> 

r — Taatuqiie remoto 

Principe, mutatas orbis non sensit habena?. > + - 

I bis high commendation (i Cons, Sffl. i, 149) may be j ftsfirid' 'tiff ' Bic 
fears of the dying emperor, (de BelL Gildon. 292-301) ; and the 
peace and. good order which were enjoyed after hi* death, (i Cons* 
Stih i, 150-1 6b). 

* Stilkho’s march, and the death of Rnfinus, are described by 
C&tsdiSh* <in Rnfin. 1. ii, 101-453; Zosinros, (L v, p. 296, 297); 
Sozomea* (L.viti, c. 1); Socrates, (i. vi, e* 1) ; Fhiiostorgius, (I. xi* 
c. 3, with Godefroy, p* 441), and the Chronicle ef Marccilinus. 
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Byzantine court, as an act #£ hostility. The 
prompt and unexpectedohedience of the general 
of the W e&t* convinced the vulgar of hitf loyalty 
and moderation ; and, as he had already engaged 
the affection of the eastern troops, he recom- 
mended to their zeal the execution of his 
bloody design* ^hkfa^W^fefe^^cdmplislied in 



s*«s*dAviih 
left the commantbof ithe 
ops of the East to Gainas, the Goth, on wi^ 
fidelity he firmly relied ; with an assurance, at 
least, that the hardy barbarite, would never be 
diverted from his purpose by any consideration of 
fear or remorse. The soldiers were eafiite peiH 
suaded to punish the enemy of Stilicho, and of 
Home ; and such was the general hatred which 
Rtifinus had excited* that the fatal secret, com- 


C H AJ\ 
XXIX. 


m unicat ed tothousancb^waaiaithftdly preserved 
during the long march from Thessnkrniea to the 
gates of Constantinople. As soon as they had 
resolved his death, they condescended to flatter 
his pride; the ambitious prefect was seduced to 
bebere,,that those powerful auxiliaries might be 
tempted to place the diadem on his head ; and 
the treasures which he distributed, with a tardy 
and reluctant hand, were accepted fay the indig- 
nant multitude, as an insult, rather than as a gift* 

At the distance of a mile from the capital* in the 

field of Mars, before the palace of Ilebdomon, „ 

the troops halted : and the emperor, as well as 
lifl minister, advanced, according to ancient cus- 
tom, respectfully to salute the power which sup- 
ported their throne. As Rufinus passed along the 
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chap, ranks, atid disguised, with studied courtesy, 

xxix. jjjg i nna t, e haughtiness, the wings insensibly 
wheeled from the right and left, and inclosed 
the devoted victim within the circle of their arms. 
Before he could reflect bn the danger of his situa- 
tion, Gainas gave the signal of death ; a daring 
and forward soldier plunged his sword into the 
breast of the guilty prefect, and Rufinus fell, 
groaned, and expired, at the feet of the af- 
frighted emperor- If the agonies of a moment 
could expiate the crimes of a whole life, or if 
the outrages inflicted on a breathless corpse 
could be the object of pity, our humanity might 
perhaps be affected by the horrid circumstances 
which accompanied the murder of Rufinus. His 
mangledbody abandoned to the brutal fury 
of the populace of either sex, who hastened in 
crowds, from every quarter of the city, to trample 
on the remains of the haughty minister, at whose 
frown they had so lately trottbledi^ His right 
hand was cut off, and carried through the streets 
of Constantinople, in cruel mockery, to extort 
contributions for the avaricious tyrant, whose 
head was publicly exposed, borne aloft on the 
point of a long lance. h According to the sa- 
vage maxims of the Greek republics, bis inno- 
cent family would have shared the purfishment 
of his crimes. The wife and daughter of Ru- 
— - Anus were indebted, for their safety to the 
influence of religion. Her sanctuary protected 

h "Die liinertirm of Rufinus, which Ciaudian performs with the sa- 
vage coolness of an anatomist, {in Kufin. ii, 405-415), is likewise spe- 
cified by Zosimus and Jerom, (tom. i, p. 26). 
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them from the raging madness of the people; chap. 
and they were permitted to spend the remainder 
of their lives in the exercises of Christian devo- 
tion, in the peaceful retirement of Jerusalem- 

The servile poet of Stilicho applauds, with fe- Discord of 
rocious joy, this horrid deed, which, in the exe- empires, 
cution, perhaps, of justice, violated every law of ^ D * 39(? ’ 
nut ure uud society, profaned the majesty of the 
the dangerous fexamptes of 
jittery licence. The contemplation Of IheJM* 
versal order and harmony had satisfied Claudian 
of the existence of th$ Deity ; hilt the prosperous 
impunity of vice appeared to contradict his mo- 
ral attributes ; and the fate of Rufinus was tbe 
only event which could dispel the religious doubts 
of the poet. k Such an act might vindicate the 
honour of Providence ; but it did not much con- 
tribute fcotfie happiness of the people. In less 
than three months they were informed of the 
maxims of the new administration, by a singular 
edict, which established the exclusive rightof the 
treasury over the spoils of Rufinus ; and silenced, 
under heavy penalties, the presumptuous claims 
of tlte subjects of the eastern empire, who had 


* The pagan Zosimus mention® their sanctuary and pilgi image. 
The sister of Rufinus, Sylvania, who passed hef life at Jerusalem, is 
famous in ^monastic history, 1. The studious virgin had diligently, 
and even repeatedly, perused the commentators on the bible. Origan, 
Gregory, Basil, &c. to the amount of live millions of lines, 2. At 
the age of threescore, she could boast, that she had never washed her 
hands, face, or any part of her whole body, except the tips of her tin- 
to J^cetve the communion. See the Vitae Patrum, p. 779, 977. 

SeO the beautiful exordium of his invective against Rufinus, whh'h 
is curiously discuss ed by the sceptic Bayle, Dictior nire Critiqu*, 
Rcrix. 3Tot. F. , 
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chap, been injured by bis rapacious tyranny. 1 Even 
* XI ?' Stilirho did not derive from the murder of bis 
rival, the . fruit wbick lie had proposed; and 
though he gratified his revenge, his ambition 
was disappointed. Uriderf the name of a fa- 
vourite, the Weakness of Arcadius required a 
blaster; but he naturally preferred the obse- 
quious arts of the eunuch Eutropius, who had 
obtained his domestic confidence ; and the em- 
perSr contemplated, with > terror mid aversion, 
the sfcett oEa 5 1111 they 

n%re divided by the jealousy of power, the* sword 
of Gainas, and the charms of Eudoxia, supported 
the favour of the ^reat chamberlain of the palace ; 
the perfidious Goth, who wasappbitifced master- 

ed ^thottt • scruple, 
6f*hih benefactor; and the same troops, 
wad had so lately massacred the enemy of Stilieho, 
were engaged to support, against him, the inde- 
pendence of the throne of €onatnnt«ihj^e; She 
favourites of Arcsdinsl fomfeiftfed/a -rtoidfot- deli! 
irrecopcilfabie^'trPP against a formidable hero, 
who. aspired to govern, and to defend, the two 
#l$R?S of Rome, and the two sons of Theo- 
dosius., Xiiey incessantly laboured, by dark 
and treacherous machinations, tp .dep^vejjpm 
of the esteem of the prince* the .respect of 
the people, and the friendship of tbfe ' ! barba T 

riaus. The life of Stilieho was repeatedly at- 

tefnpted by the dagger, of hired" assassins; and 
a decree was obtained, from tile senate of Cob^ 

* .... .* 4 . ' - 

1 See the Theodosian Code, I. ix, tit. xlii, kg. 14, IS. ,TJna new 
ministers attempted, with inconsistent avarice, to seize the spoil? 
of their predecessor, and to provide for their own future security. 
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stantinople, to declare him an enemy of the re- chap. 
public, and to confiscate his ample possessions in xxlx " 
the provinces of the East. At a time when the 
only hope of delaying the ruin of the Roman 
name, depended on the firm union, and recipro- 
cal aid, of all the nations to whom it had been 
gradually communicated, the subjects of Arca- 
dius and Honorius were instructed, by their re- 
spective masters, to view each other in a foreign, 
and even hostile, light ; to rejoice in their mutual 
calamities, and to embrace, as their faithful allies, 
the barbarians, whom they excited to invade the 
territories of their countrymen ." 1 The natives 
of Italy affected to despise the servile and effe- 
minate Greeks of Byzantium, *who presumed to 
imitate the dress, and to usurp the dignity, of 
Roman senators ; n and the Greeks had not yet 
foigot the sentiments of hatred and contempt, 
which their polished ancestors had so fong enter- 
tained for the rude inhabitants of the West. The 
distinction of two governments, which soon pro-' 
duced the separation of two nations, will justify 
my design of suspending the series of the Byzan- 
tine history, to prosecdte, without interruption, 

“ See Claudian, <i Cons. StiUch. I i, 275, 292, 296 ; 1. u, S3), 
and Zosiraus, 1. v, p. 302. 

* Claudian turns the consulship of the eunuch Eutropius into a 
national reflection, (l. ii, 134). 

— r- Plaudentem eerne senatum ^ ~ > v ’ 

Et Byzantinos proceres, Graiosqve Quirites t , . . \ * 

O patribus plebes, O digni capsule patres. — — " 

Itiis curious to observe the first symptoms of jealousy and schism he* 
twe^n old and new Home, between the Greeks and Latins. 

VOL- V. M 
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chap, the disgraceful, but memorable, reign of Ho- 
norms. 

Revolt of The prudent Stilicho, instead of persisting to 
Africa, n force the inclinations of a prince, and people, 
398° 386 ' W ^° re ^ cted kis g° v cmmeht, wisely abandoned 
Arcadius to his unworthy favourites; and his re- 
luctance to involve the two empires in a civil war, 
displayed the moderation of a minister, who had 
so often signalized his military spirit and abilities. 
But if Stilicho had any Jonger endured the revolt 
of Africa, he wouM haw^^ the security of 
the capital, and the majesty of the western cm* 
peror, to the capricious insolence of’ a Moorish 
rebel. Gildo , 0 the brother of the tyrant Firmus, 
had preserved, arid obtained, as thereward of his 
app^^tifideft^ ^ immense patrimony which 
Sy t reason; long and meritorious 
sfervfce, in the armies of Rome, raised him to the 
dignity of a military count ; the narrow, policy of 
the court of Theodosius had ~fd 0 J$ed~ the mis- 
chievous expedieatLadh su^orting a legal go- 
vernment by^tfae interest of a powerful family ; 
and the brother of Firmus was invested with the 
cteznand of Africa. His ambition soon usurped 
thf^^feWstration of justice, and of the finances, 
without account, and without controul j and he 
maintained, during a reign of twelve y^prs, the 
possession of an office from which it was impossible 
to* remove him, without the danger of a civil 

* Claudian may have exaggerated the vice* of Gildo ; but his 
Moedah extraction, his notorious actions, and the complaints of St. 
Augwti^ iogy justify tbe poet’s invectives. Baronius (AnuaL Ec., 
cles. A. D. S98, K*. has treated the African rebellion with 

skill and learning. 
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war. During those twelve years, the province chap. 
of Africa groaned under the dominion of a ty- 
rant, who seemed to unite the unfeeling temper 
of a stranger, with the partial resentments of do- 
mestic faction. The forms of law were often 
superseded by the use of poison ; and if the 
trembling guests, who were invited to the table 
of Gildo, presumed to express their fears, the 
insolent suspicion served only to excite his fury, 
and he loudly summoned the ministers of death; 

Gildo alternately indulged the passions of ava- 
rice and lust ; p and if^bis days were terrible to 
the rie fa, his nights Were not less dreadful to 
husbands and parents. The fairest of their wives 
and daughters were prostitutedTo the embraces 
of the tyrant ; and afterwards abandoned to a 
ferocious troop of barbarians and assassins, the 
blacky or swarthy natives of the desert ; whom 
Gildo considered as the only gsardiaiis of his 
throne. In the civil war between Theodosius 
and Eugenius, the count, or rather the sovereign^ 
of Africa, maintained a haughty and suspicious 
neutraH|y ; refused to assist either of the con* 
tending^parties with troops or vessels, expected 
the declaration of fortune, and reserved for the 

p Instat terribilis vivis, m orient! bus hares, , 

Virginilras raptor, thalumU obscaenus adulter. * " - * 

j Nulla quies : oritur praeda cessante libido, „ . ^ 

Umtibusque dies, et nox metuenda maritis. : 

i 1 -.i . Mauris cfaris&ima quaeque ^ 

^ Fastldita datur. — ■ — — 

Baroninscwdem n g , still more severely, the licentiousness of Gildo ; 
as hf» Wife, his daughter, and his sister, were examples of perfect chas- 
tity. The adulteries of the African soldiers are checked by one of ths 
imperial laws. 

M 2 
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chap, conqueror, the vain professions of his allegiance. 
^ XIX * Such professions would not have satisfied the 
_ master of the Roman , world ; but the death of 
Theodosius, and the Weakness and discord of his 
sons, confirmed the power of the Moor; who 
condescended, as a proof of his moderation, to 
abstain from the use of the diadem, and to sup- 
ply Rome with the customary tribute, or rather 
subsidy, of corn. In every division of the empire, 
the five provinces of Africa were invariably as- 
signed to the West • and Gildo had consented 
to govern that extensive country in the name of 
Honorius ; but his knowledge of the character 
and designs of Stilicho, soon engaged him to 
address his homage to a more distant and feeble 
The ministers of Arcadius embraced 
perfidious rebel ; and the delusive 
lidfb of adding the numerous cities of Africa to 
the empire of the East, tempted them to assert 
a claim, which they were incapable of support- 
ing, either by reason, or by arms. q 
dcmnedbf When Stilicho had given a firm and decisive 
the Roman answerto the pretensions of the Byzantine court, 
ra 39T.be solemnly accused the tyrant of Africa before 
the tribunal, which had formerly judged the kings 
and nations of the earth ; and the image of the 
republic was revived, after a long interval, under 
the reignof Honorius. The emperor transmitted 
an accurate and ample detail of the complaints of 


. V*, Inque tuam sortem mrmerosas tianstulH urbes. < 

CUudian (de Bell. Gildonico, 230 - 324 ) touched, with political 
delicacy the intrigues of the Byzantine court, which axe likewise 
mentioned by Zozimus, (L v, p. 302 ). *. 
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the provincials, and the crimes of Gildo, to the chap. 
Roman senate ; and the members of that vene- XXIX * 
rable assembly were required to pronounce the 
condemnation of the rebel. Their unanimous 
suffrage declared him the enemy of the republic ; 
and the decree of the senate added a sacred and 
legitimate sanction to the Roman arms/ A 
people, who still remembered, that their ancestors 
had' beCn tKe masters of the world, would 
applauded, with conscious pride, the representa- 
tion of ancient freedom ; if they had not long 
since been accustomed to prefer the solid assur- 
ance oT bread, to the unsubstantial visions of 
liberty and greatness. The subsistence of Rome 
depended on tire harvests of Africa ; and it was 
evident, that a declaration of war would be the 
signal of famine. The prefect Symmachus, who 
te the deliberations ad- 

monished the minister of his just apprehension. 


that as soon as the revengeful Moor should pro- 
hibit the exportation of corn, the tranquillity, 
and perhaps the safety, of the capital, w ould be 
threatened by the hungry rage of a turbulent 
multitude.* The prudence of Stilicho con- 
ceived, and executed, without delay, the most 
effectual measure for the relief of the Roman 
people. * A large and seasonable supply of com, 
collected in the inland provinces of GauV was 


* Symmachus (1. iv, epist, 4) expresses-the Judicial forms of the se- 
* nate ; and Ciaudian (i Cons. Stilich. h i, 325, See.) seems to feel 

the spirit of a Roman. - 

• Ciaudian finely displays these complaints of Symmachus, in a 
speech of the goddess of Rome, before the throne of Jupiter, (do Bell. 
Gildon. 28-128). 

M 3 
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chap* embarked on the rapid stream of the Rhone, and 
xxix - * r 

transported, by an easy navigation, from the 

Rhone to the Tiber.;' During the whole term of 
the African of Rome were 

continually filled,ber ; 'dignity Was Vindicated 
from the humiliating dependence, and the minds 
of an immense people were quieted by the calm 
confidence of peace and plenty.* 

The aw. The cause of Rome, and the conduct of the 
A^am African war* ; , Vreref .ifitrusled by Stilicho, to a 
general, actiVe and arderit to dVefige"' his Invite 
injuries on the head of the tyrant. The spirit of 
discord, which prevailed in the house of Nabal, 
had excited a deadly quarrel between two of his 
sons, Gildo and Masceffll;*-; life' fistt’psar pur- 
i&gl£ the life of his younger 
whose coitrage and abilities he feared; 
aa£3 Mascezel, oppressed by superior power, took 
refuge in the court of Milan ; where he soon re- 
ceived the cruel intelligence, that" fete two inno- 
cent and helpless children hadbeen murdered by 
their inhuman uncle. The affliction of the father 
was suspended only by the desire of revenge. The 
vjjfrilantStilichd already prepared to collect the 
iferafhhd mOitary forces of the western ettfAm ; 
and he had resolved, if the tyrant should be able 
to wage an equal and doubtful war, t© niarch 
against him in person. ; ‘But as Italy required his 

* * See Claudian, (hi Efitrop.. L i, 401, Ac. ; i Con& Stil. 1* i, 300, &€* ; 

§£%* saKch. 9h Ae# \ 51 : - 

was of a mature age ; since he hat} formerly (A. D. 373> 
served his brother Firm us, (Ammiao. %xix 9 5). Claudian, 

who understood the court of Milan, dwells on the injuries, rather 
than the merits, of Mascezel, <de Bell. Gild. 389-4H). The Moor- 
ish war was not worthy of Honorius, or Stilicho, &c. 
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presence, and as it might be dangerous to weaken chap. 
the defence of the f frontier, he judged it more 
advisable, that Mascezel should attempt this ar- 
duous adventure, at the head of a chosen body of 
Gallic veterans, who had lately served under tie 
standard of Eugenius. These troops ? who were 
exhorted to convince th£ v WPdd that they could 
as defend, the throne of an 
of the Jovian, the 
legions ; of the Nervian auxi- 
liaries ; of the soldiers, who displayed in their 
banners the symbofqf $ lion , and of the troops 
which were distinguished by the auspicious names 
of Fortunate , and Invincible , Yet suehi wns the 
smallness of their etsablishments, or the difficiiltv 
of recruiting, that these seven bands, x of high 
dignity- and x^puta^qn in the service of Rome, 
than feve thousand effect- 
ive men/ The fleet of galleys and transports 
sailed in tempestuous weather from, the p$rt of 
Pisa, in Tuscany, and steered their cotj^|4pg^e 
little island of Capraria; which had borrowed 
that name from the wild goats, its original inha- 
bitants, whpseiplace was now occupied by a new 
colony of a strange and savage appearance. 

... *. Claq^ian, Bell. Gild. 415-423. The changeof discipline allowed 
him to use indifferently the names of Legioy Coker*, Maniputu *.See the 
iVofjfta Imperii > X 40. 

y Orosius (L vii, e. 36, p. 565) qualifies this account with an ex- ^ 
preasiou of doubt, (vt aiunt); and it scarcely coincide* with the*" 

Ztmtfuit afy*( of Zosiifcus, (1. v, p. 303). Yet Claudian, after some de- 
clamation about Cadmus’s soldiers, frankly owns, that Stilicho sent a 
small Army fctest the rebel should fly, ne timeare times, (i Cons. Stilieb. 

1* i, 314, &c>). 


subvert, as^weil 
and the Augustan, 
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chap. “ The whole island (says an ingenious traveller of 

jnprx. ^ « those times) is filled, or rather defiled, by men, 
" who fly from the light. They call themselves 
“ Monks, or solitaries, because they choose to 
live alone, without any witnesses of their ac- 
** tions? They fear the gifts of “fortune, from 
« the apprehension of losing them ; and, lest 
“ they should be miserable, they embrace a life 
“ of voluntary wretchedness. How absurd is 
“ their choice ! how perverse their understanding ! 
" totbead the evils, without being able to sup- 
“ port the blessings, of the human condition. 
“ Either this melancholy madness is the effect of 
“ disease, or else the consciousness of guilt urges 
“ these unhappy men to exerdse ou their own 
“ bodw» the tortore» which are mflicted onfufi- 
by the- hand of justice.”* Such 
was the contempt of a profane magistrate for the 
monks of Capraria, who were revered, by the 
pious Mascezel, as the choseB s^aots of God.* 
Some of them were i«rsuaded, % his entreaties, 
to embark on board the fleet ; and it is observed, to 
the praise of the Roman general, that his days and 
niglits were employed in prayer, fasting, and the 
occupation of singing psalms. The devout leader, 

* Claud. Butil. Numatiau. Itinerar. ^ 4S5-448. He afterwards 
(515-526) mentions a religious madman on the isle 0& Gorgon a. 
For such profane remarks, Hutilhw, and his^ecomplibrs, are styled, 
by his commentator, Barthius, rabiosi canes diaboii. Tillcmont 
(Mem. Eccles. tom* xii, p. 4?l)more calmly observes, that the un- 
beftevltjg poet praises where he means to cens&e. 

* H&aitts, 1. vii, c. 36, p. 564. Augustin commends two of these 
savage wants of the isle of Goats, epist. Ixxxi, apud TiUexnont, Mem. 
Cedes, tom. xiii, p, Sl7 r and Baronius. Annals Eceles. A. O. 35 8, 
N*. 51), 
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who, with such a reinforcement, appeared con- c H ap. 
fident of victory, avoided the dangerous rocks of 
Corsica, coasted dfeng the eastern side ofSardinia, 
and secured his ships against the violence of the , 

south wind, by casting anchor in the safe and 
capacious harbour of Cagliari, at the distance of 
one hundred and forty; miles from the African 
shores. 1 * - i - .r - j ; r 

i * Gildo was prepared to resist the invasion with Defeat and 
ail the forces of Africa. By the liberality ofdris 
gifts and promises, he endeavoured to secure thd A * a S9 ®* 
doubtful allegiance ofthe Homan soldiers, whilst 
he attracted to his standard the distant tribes of 
Gaetulia and Ethiopia. He proudly reviewed an 
army of seventy thousand men, and boasted, with 
the rash presumption which is the forerunner of 
disgrace, that his numerous cavalry would tram- 

and involve, in a cloud of h^ramg sahd>Fthe na- 
lives of the cold regions of Gaul mid Gemasy/~ 

But the Moor, who commanded the legioim ef 
Honorius, was too .well acquainted with the 
mannersof *hi& countrymen, to entertain any 
serious apprehension of a naked and disorderly 
host of barbarians ; whose left arm, instead of a 
shield-, was protected only by a mantle ; who were 
totally disarmed as soon as they had darted their 

jaire&ifrom their right hand; and whose i^Qi$es 

. * 

Here tfa« first book of the Gildenie war is terminated* *The rest 
of Oiaadian's poem has been lost ; and we are ignorant kov, or vAcrr, 
the army made good their landing in Africa. 

* Orosins most be responsible for the account. The presumption of 
Giido, and. his various train of barbarian*, is celebrated by ( tandian, 

<i Cons. Stii. 1. i, 3*5-355). 
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chap. had. never been taught to bear the confcroul, or 
XX1X ' to obey the guidance, of the bridle. He fixed 
his camp of five thousand veterans in the face of 
a superior enemy>*and, after the delay of three 
days, gave the signal of a genial engagement .' 1 
As Mascezel advanced before the front with fair 
offers of peace and pardon, he encountered one 
of -the foremost standard-bearers of the Africans, 
and, on his refusal to yield, struck him on the 
arm with his sword* . The j£rm,and the standard, 
Sunkunder the- xveight of -blow ;; find vibe 
^imaginary act of submission was hastily repeated 
by all the standards of the line. At this signal, 
the disaffected cohorts proclaimed the name of 
their lawful sovereign; the barbarians, astonished 
b^tte d fl ixtian oftheg Ronaaft allies, dispersed, 
aeeordingto their custom, in tumultuary flight ; 
sand Mascezel obtained the honours of an easy, 
and almost bloodless, victory . 6 The tyrant 
escaped from the field of batttet&the«e*pd»pre ; 
and threw himself infeKavSiaaB 1 vessel, with the 
hope of reacfaing in safety some friendly port of 
the empire of the East ; but the obstinacy of the 
wind drove him- back into the harbour of Ta- 
braea/ wbich had acknowledged, with the jest 

j i ^ ' 

d St. Ambrose, who had been dead about .a jrear* resettled* In a 
vision, the time and place of the victory. Mascezel afterwards related 
his dream to Paulinus, the original biographer of the saint, from Whom 
^ it might easily pass to Orosius. 

^ 5 Zosimus (1. t, p. 303> supposes an obstinate combat ; but the 

dart alive of Orosius appears to conceal a real fcet* under the disguise 
ofamifacle. _ 

f Tabraca lay between the two Hippos, (CeHarius, tom. ii, p. H, 
p. 112; d’Anville, tom. iii, p. 84). Orosius has distinctly nambd 
the field of battle, but our ignorance cannot define the precise situation. 
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of tlie province, the dominion of Honorius, and chap. 
the authority of his lieutenant. The inhabitants, 
as a proof of their repentance and loyalty, seized 
and confined the person of Gildo in a dungeon; 
and his own despair saved him from the intole- 
rable torture of supporting the presence of an 
injured, and victorious, brother^ ; The captives, 
and t&te were laid at- the feet of 

Ifie Sfcilicho, whose moderation 

appeared more conspicuous, and more sincere^ in 
the midst of prosperity, still affected to consult 
the laws of the republic, and referred to the 
senate aftd pfedple of Rome the judgment of the 
most illustrious criminals . 11 Their trial wa^|>ufr- 
lie and solemn ; but the judges, in the exercise of 
this obsolete and precarious jurisdiction, were 
irapartteniito^pimish the African magistrates, who 
hsi^^ b£i the Roman 

pedple. The rich^ aad : guifty " province was 
oppressed by the imperial ministers* who had a 
visible interest to multiply the number^tf^ti^ 
accomplices of Gildo; and if an edict of Honorius 
seems to check the malicious industry of in- 
formers, a subsequent edict, at the distance of ten 

* The death of Gildo/ is expressed by Claudian, (i Cons. Stil. I 
357), and his best interpreters, Zoshxms and Orosios, 

h Claucffan <ii Cons. Stilich. 99-119) describes their trial, (tre- 
rauitquos Africa nuper, ccrnunt rostra reos), and applauds^ t^ye- 
Stofation of the ancient constitution. It is here that he fdUo&uces 
the famous sentence, so familiar to the friends of despotism.— m * 

% Nunquam Iibertas gratior exstat 

*' Quam sub rege pio. 

Rut the freedom, which depends on royal piety, scarcely deserves that 
appellation. 
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chap, years, continues and renews the prosecution of the 
xxix. ( >tf eiK ' es which had been committed in the time of 
the general rebellion.* The adherents of the 
tyrant, who escaped the first fury of the soldiers, 
and the judges, might derive setae consolation 
from the tragic fate of his brother, who could 
never obtain his pardon for the extraordinary 
services which he had performed. After he had 
finished an important war in the space of a single 
v inter, Mascezel was received at the court of 
Milan with brad applause, affected gratitude, 
and secret jealousy ; k and his death, which, 
perhaps, was the effect of accident, has been con- 
sidered as the crime of Stilicho. In the passage 
of a bridge, the Moorish prince, who accom- 
panied. the ^master-general of the West, was 
suddeftly thrown from his horse into the river *, 
the officious haste of the attendants was restrained 
by a cruel and perfidious smile, which they ob- 
served on, the countenance of StilichO; and while 
they delayed the neceSsary assistance, the unfor- 
tunate Mascezel was irrecoverably drowned . 1 
and"cha-’ The J°y of the African triumph was happily 
ractor of connected with the nuptials of the emperor Ho- 
a° a&ra. noting of his cousin Maria, the daughter of 
Stilicho : and this equal and honourable alliance 

• 

* See the Tbeodosian Code, 1, ix, tit. xxxix, leg. 3 ; tit. xl, leg. 19. 
k Stilicho, who claimed an equal share In all the victories of Theo- 
• dosius and his son, particularly asserts, that Africa was recovered by 
the wisdom of his counsels, {see &n inscription produced by Baronius), 
1 1 have softened the nanrative of Zosimus, which, in its crude sim- 
pHdty, almost incredible, (I. v, p. 303.) Orosius damns the vic- 
torius general <p. 53$) for violating the right of sanctuary. 
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seemed to invest the powerful minister with the 
authority of a parent over his submissive pupil. 
The muse of Claudian was not silent on this pro- 
* pitious day he sung, in various and lively 
strains, the happiness of the royal pair ; and the 
glory of the hero, who confirmed their union, 
and supported theirthrone. The ancient fables of 



%efiius of poetry. The picture of the Cyprian 
grove, the seat of harmony and love ; the tri- 
umphant progress of Venus over her native seas, 
and the mild influence which her presence dif- 
fused in the palace of Milan, express to every age 
the natural sentiments of the heart, in the just 
and pleasing language of allegorical fiction. But 
the amorous impatience, which Claudian attri- 
butes to the young prraee^ must excite the 


smiles of the court; and his beauteous spouse 
(if she deserved the praise of beauty) had not 
much to fear or to hope from the passibnf*of her 
lover. Honorius was only in the fourteenth year 


** Claudiafi, as the poet laureat, composed a serious and elaboiate 
epithalamium of 340 lines ; besides some gay Fesccnnines, which were 
sung, in a more licentious tone, on the wedding night. 

n — Calet obvius ire 

Jam princeps, turdumque cupit diacedere solem. » 
J'ftbilis haud aliter sonipat . 


<de Nuptiis Honor, et Maria?, 287), and more freeiy ift the Fescenmhes, 
(U2-.12S). : — 

Dices, O qvotiea, hoc mihi dulcius ^ , 

Quam flavos deciea vincere Sarmatas 


Turn victor madido prosilias toro 
Noctumi referens ruin era preelii. 
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chap, of bis age; Serena, the mother of his bride, de- 
ferred, by art or persuasion, the consummation of 
the royal nuptials; Maria died a virgin, after she 
had been ten years a wife; and the chastity of the 
emperor was secured by the coldness, or, per- 
haps, the debility, of his constitution.® His 
subjects, who attentively studied the character of 
their young sovereign, discovered that Honorius 
was without passions, and consequently without 
talents ; and that his feeble and languid dispo- 
sition .was alike incapable of discharging the duties 
of his rank, or of enjoying the pleasures of his 
age. In his early youth he made some progress 
in the exercises of riding and drawing the bow: 
but he soon relinquished these fatiguing occupa- 

' of feeding poultry 
bewtneihe serious and daily care of the monarch 
* of the West, p who resigned the reins of empire to 
the firm and skilful hand of his guardian Stilicho. 
The experience of history will countenance the 
suspicion, that a prince who was bom in the 
purple, received a worse education than the 
meanest peasant of his dominions ; and that the 
ambitious minister suffered him to attain the age 
of manhood, without attempting to excite his 
courage, or to enlighten his understanding^ 

m 

• See Zosimiu, I. v, p. 333. 

r Procopius de Bell. Gothico, 1. i» c . 2 . I have borrowed the ge- 
* neral practice of Honorius, without adopting the singular, and, in* 
deed, improbable tale, which is related by the Greet historian. 

* The lessons of Theodosius, or rather Claudian, (tv Com. Honor. 
21 4-41 S), might compose a fine institution for the future prince of a 
great and free nation. It was far above Honorius, and his degenerate 
.subjects. 


* 
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The predecessors of Honoriu& were accustomed chap. 
to animate, by their example, or at least by their 
presence, the valour of the legions ; and the dates 
of their laws StteSt the perpetual activity of their 
motions through the provinces of the Roman 
world. But the son of Theodosius passed the 
slumber of his life, a captive in* his palace, a 
stranger in his ccpntry, and the patient, almost 
the ixi^lferant* spectator of the ruin of tbewest- > 
era empire, which was repeatedly attacked, and 
finally subverted, by the arms of the barbarians. 

In the eventful history of a reign of twenty- 
eight yem*% it will seldom be necessary to mention 
the name of the emperor Honorius. 


& 
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CHAP. XXX, t 

Revolt of the Goths— They plunder Greece- — Tzco great 
x invasions of Italy by A lane rind Radagakus — They 
are repulsed by St die ho — The Germans overrun 
Gaul— Usurpation of Const an tine in [the West — 
Disgrace and death of St ilk ho, 

chap. If the sheets, of Rome could ,hp- ignorant of 
their obligations to the great Theodosius, 
Revolt of they were too soon convinced, how painfully the 
vTasiS* s P^’d au d abilities of their deceased emperor had 
supported the frail and ^%e ? of the 

month ot Jhupury ; 
the end of the w inter of the same year, 
* the Gothic nation w as in arms/ 1 The barbarian 
auxiliaries erected their independent standard ; 
and boldly avowed the hostile designs which they 
had long cherished in thoif ferocious minds. 
Their countrymen, who had been condemned, by 
the conditions of the last treaty, to a life of tran- 
quillity and labour, deserted their farms at the 
first sound of the trumpet ; and eagerly resum- 
ed the weapons w hich they had reluctantly laid 
down. The barriers of the Danube werg thrown 
open ; the savage warriors of Scythia issued from 
their forests ; and the uncommon severity of the 
winter allowed the poet to remark, tfi that they 

* The revolt of the Goths, and the blockade of Constantinople, are 
distinctly mentioned by Claudian, (in Rufin. 1, ii, 7-100) ; Zosiinu?, 
rj. v, p . 292), and Jornandes, (de Rebus Geticis, c. 39). 
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!i rolled their ponderous waggons over the broad cbap. 

“ and icy back ofthe indignant river.” 11 The 

unhappy natives of the provinces to the south of 

the Danube, submitted to the calamities, which, 

in the course of twenty years, were almost grown 

familiar to their imagination; and the various 

troops of barbarians, who gloried- in the Gothic 

name, were irregularly spread from the woody 

shores of Dalmatia, to the walls of Gonstatttino- 

ple. c The interruption, or at least the diminution, 

of the subsidy, which the Goths had received 

from the prudent liberality of Theodosius, was 

the specious pretence* Of their revolt : the affront 

was embittered by their contempt for the unwar- ' - 

like sons of Theodosius ; and their resentment 

was inflamed by the weakness, or treachery, of 

the minister of Arcqdius. The frequent visits of 

Ruflhor to. the camp of the barbarians, whose * / 

arms and apparel he affected to imit^te, were 

considered as a sufficient evidence of hi$ gtrilty 

correspondence: and the public enemy, froiit a 

motive either of gratitude or of policy, was 

attentive, amidst the general devastation, to spare 

the private estates of the unpopular prefect. The 


b Alii per terga ferbefs - *’ ^ * ♦ * * 

Banubii solidata ruunt^ expert&qne read* f 
Frangfmt stagna rotis. ‘ 

Cteudifta and Ovid often amuse their fancy by interchanging 
taphors and properties of liquid water, and solid ice.^ Modi Wit 
ha» been expended in this easy exercise. ; 

c Jerom, tom. i, p. 26. fete endeavours to comfort his friend Helio- 
dorus, bishop of Aitinum, for the loss of his nephew Nepotiari, by a 
curiouS recapitolation of aJI the public and private misfortunes of the 
times. See TSlemont/Mem. Eccles. tom. xii, p, 200, Ac. 


VOL. V. 
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chap. Go^ instead of being,impelled by the Wmd^d 

XXX. jj^ujstrong passions of their chiefs, were^no 
Erected by thn W^^ful genius of Alarm. 

That rewWQ&i ^ *T 

nobtemce of theBatyi^ ■ ?. ™ 

royui dignity of the Amah : he hadso%»ted the 
command of the Roman armies; and the imperial 
court provoked him to demonstrate the folly ot 
their refusal, and the importan ce of thmr loss. 

S£dSa^^cticabk^^rise. In 

the midst of a divided court, and a discontented 

people, the emperor Arcadius was terrified iy 

the aspect of the Got*uc.«W** * * t*#* ***** •« 

■ mpplied by the strength 

the fortifications, both of the sea 

* and land, might securely brave the impotent and 

random darts of the barbarians. Alarm disdained 

to trample any longer on, tfie prl|it|»^and niniea 

counties of ^ 

to seek »; plentiful harvest of fame and riches in 

a pgpvince which .had hitherto escaped the ra- 

* Baltka, or hold: origo mirifica, says Jornandes, (C. Tb,s 
illustrious race long continued to flourish in France. In the Gothic pro- 

‘“epthnanilor Languedoc; under thecorrttpJeddppelUtatn 

of Ravx : and a branch of that family afterwards settled mthe king- 
dom of Naples, (Grotius in Prolegom. ad Hist. Gothic. p. «*>• The 
. lords of Baui, near Arto, and of seventy-nine subordinate places, 
t . ^ ^ pendant of (fl^e copn^f Provence, (Lonsuerue, Description 

J "SCfcfme* tom. i, p. t „<• 

• Zrfrtwnu# <L v* p* S93-S&5) is our best guide for the conquer Ot 
CrccceslMtf tS* bints and allusion of Claudian are so many rays of 
historic light* 
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The character of the civil and 5 military officers, c ha p. 
on whom Rufinus had devolved the government 
of Greece, confirmed the public suspicion, that Alaric 
he had betrayed the ancient seat of freedom and ™" ches 
learning to the Gothic invader. The proconsul Greece, 
Antiochus w as the unworthy son of a respectable 
father ; and Gerontius^ who feommanded the 
provincial troop^ w^s ronch better (qualified to 


„ M M. ~ ,w 

defend, with courage and ability, a country hibst 
remarkably fortified by the hand of nature. Alaric 
had traversed, witboutt misttee, the plains of 
Macedonia' and Thessaly, as far as the foot of 
Mount Oeta, a*steep and woody rangedf^hills; 
almost impervious to his cavalry. ’ They stretch*# 
from east to west, to the edge of the sea-shore ; 
and deft between the precipice and the Malian 

which, ' 

in some places; wa* cowtracted to a Voa^capable 
of admitting only a single carriage/ - - In this 
narrow pass of Thermopylae, where LeoM&0f&fid 
the three hundred Spartans had gloriously devoted 
their lives, theGoths might have been stopped, 
or destroyed, by a skilful general; and perhaps 
the view of that sacred ^pot might have kindled 
some sparks of military ardour in the. breasts of 
the degenerate Greeks. The troops which had 
been posted to defend the straights of Thermo- 
Pjte» retired, as they were directed, without at-, 
tending ‘to disturbthe secure and rapid passage 

■Vl , ' ;■ • «. 

* ^ 0 ® n P are Herodotus, (?. Tit, c. 176), and Livy, (xxxvi, 15). The 
narrow entrance of Greece ww probably enlarged by each snecesoire 
ravi^ber. 
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CHAF. of Altaic f and thd fertile fields of Phocis, and 
Beotia, were instantly covered by a deluge of 
barbarians? whomhssftCredthe males of .an age 
to bear.armis; aBtf -driiv^^tway the beautiful 
females, with the spoil, the flaming 

villages; The travellers, who visited Greece 
several years afterwards, could easily discover the 
deep and bloody traces of the march of the 
Goths; and Thebes was less indebted for her 
preservation to fhe^dagth of her seven gates, 

tOoecHpy thecity of Athens, and the important 
harbour of the Piraeus. The same impatience 
urged him to prevent the delay *md danger of a 
siege, by the offer of a *rad5$& soon 

easily persuaded to deliver the 
gi*eatesf part of their wealth, as the ransom of the 
1 city of Minerva, and its inhabitants. The treaty 
was ratified by solemn oaths, 
mutual fidelity. ». a small 

and seleefcf iSttftf, ; w as admitted within the walls : 
he indulged himself in the refreshment of the 
bath* accepted a splendid banquet which was 
provided by the magistrate, and affected to shew 
that be was not ignorant of the manners of civil- 
ized nations.* 1 But the whole territory ofrAttica, 


* He passed, says Eunapius, <hi Vit. PhiJosoph. p. OS, edit. Com. 
1596), through the streights, h* <r&v vvJUr (of Thmnopylab i 

5/ct iau icnraioom sTth* roi ■£(**. « 

* Ih obedience to Jerom, and Claudian, (in Rpfin. 1. ii, 191), I have 
ni'?xed (U»me darker colours in the mild representation of Zosimus, who 
w Lhed tosofteathe calamities of Athens. 

N$e 
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from the promontory of Sunium to the town of chap. 
Megara, was blasted by his baleful presence; and, 
if we may use the comparison of a contemporary 
philosopher, Athens itself resembled the bleeding 
and empty skin of a slaughtered victim. The 
distance betw een Megara and Corinth could not 
much exceed thirty miles but the bad road, an 
expressive which it still bears among the 

might easily have beeip jpade, 
impassable for the march of an enemy. The 
thick and gloomy w oods of Mount Cithseron 
covered the inland country-; Abe Scironian rocks 
approached the water’s edge, and hung over the 
narrow and winding path, which was confined 
above six miles along the sea-shore. 1 The passage 
of those rocks, so infamous in every age, was ter- 
minated fay the isthmus of Corinth; and a small 
and have 

successfully defended a tem{«nrary int^pehment 
of five or six miles from the Ionian ta the JEgean 
sea. The confidence of the cities of Pelopon^tefus 
in their natural rampart, had tempted them to 


i ^ 

Nec fera Cccropias traxissent vincula matrcs. 

Synesius (Epist. clyi, p. 272, edit. Petav.) observes, that Athens, 
whose sufferings he*mpute#to the proconsul’s avarice, vvrs at that time 
less famous for her school# of philosophy than for her trade of honey, 
t ^ Vallata mari Scironia rupes, . 

Et duo continuo connectens eeqtlora ttttiro 1 ~ -* ; * 

lsthmos — 

Claudian de Bell. 

The Sdronian rocks are described by Pausanias, (t r, e. 44, p. 197, 
edit, kuho), and „ our modern travellers, Wheeler fp. 43b) and 
Cljartdlar, (p. 298). Hadrian made the road passable for two carriages. 

N 3 
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c h aP, negleefrihe care of their antique walls ; and the 
a v arice of the Roman governors had exhausted 
* and betrayed-the unhappy province. 1 Corinth, 

Argos, Sparta, ^i^ad ^.|te»t;resistance to the 
arms of t^ i6oth8'siM4feie4a^fc|fe^unate of the 
* inhabitan ts were saved, by deatbyfros* beholding 
the slavery of their families, and the conflagra- 
tion of their cities. 1 The vases and statues were 
distributed among the barbarians, with more 
regard to the value of the materials, than to the 
elegance of the workmanship! thefemate captives 
submitted to the laws of war ; the enjoyment of 



beauty was the rew ard of valour ; and the 
Greeks could not reasonably complain of an 

of the 
extra- 
tir and 

discipline as the walls of Sparta, no longer re- 
membered the generous reply of their ancestors 
to an invader more formidable than Aiaric. “ If 
“ thou art a god, thou wilt aof burt those who 
“ have nfve* injured thee ; if thou art a man, 

* Claudiaa (in Rufin. X. ii» 1&6, and de Bello Getico, 611, &c.) 
vugu^r^ tbough forcibly v delineates the scene of rapine and destruction. 

. ** .nr^Kiu &c. Thes^ generous lines of 

Homer (Odyss. L v, 306) were transcribed by one of the captive 
youths of Corinth : and the tears of Mummius may pr<rtre that the 
rude conqueror, though he was ignorant of the value of ab original 
picture, possessed the purest source of good taste, a benevolent heart, 
(Plutarch, Sy mposiac. K ii, p» 737, edit. Wecfcel.). 

<3^ a Homer perpetually describes the exemplary patience of those* 
captives, who. gave thcur&arms, arid even their hearts, to the 
liWjiSeni of their fathers, brother*, &c. Such a passion (of Eriphile/ 
for ArihBks) Is touched with admirable delicacy by Racine. 


abuse, which was justifie4by the exampla 

of that 

L^who had considered valoi 
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! w advance,— -and thou wilt fed men equal to chap. 
“ thyself.” n Frma TliermopylaB to Sparta, the 
leader of the Goths pursued his victoriou&march 
without encountering any mortal antagonists: 
but ; otfe of the advocates of expiring paganism 
has confidently asserted, that the walls of Athens 



by the presence of the hostile deities of Greece. 
In an age of miracles, it would perhaps be unjust 
to dispute the claittt of th^ historian Zosimus to 
the ^uihHmhbfenefit; yet it cannot be dissembled, 
that the mind of Alaric was ill 
eeive, either in sleeping or waking visions* - the 


impressions of Greek superstition. The songs of 
of Achilles, had probably 



embraced, taught him to despise fli^iii^giuRry 
deities of Rome and Athens. 
the Goths* instead of vindicating the honour, 
contributed, Ht least accidentally, to extirpate the 
last mnains of paganism ; and the mysteries of 
Ceres, which had subsisted eighteen hundred 


* Ptytarch (in Pyrrho, tom. Ji, 3* 47 1 , BHaii) gives the 

genuine answer in the Laconic dialect, fifte att a ck ed 
V5,O00 foot, 2,000 horse, and 24 elephant*: and the that 

^ open town is a fine comment on the law* of the 

j Iwt itagt of decay. ' * ♦ 

perhaps, m % dourer (Iliad xx, 16 *) haa so nobly painted 
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chap, jvcars, did not survive the destruction of Eleusis, 
xxx and the calamities of Greece/ : 

He is at- il The last hope o£ a people who could no longer 
s«Kcho by depend ol * their arDaSjv tbek gods, or their sove- 
a. d. 397 . reign, was placed in th^powcrful assistance of the 
general of the West ; and Stilicho, who bad not 
been permitted to repulse, advanced to chastise, 
the invaders of Greece, q A numerous fleet was 
equipped in the ports of Italy ; and the troops, after 
a short and pro^erous navigatipn oyer the Ionian 


linear 

theruinsof Corinth. The woodyand mountainous 
country of Arcadia, the fabulous residence of Pan 
and the Diyads, became the scene of a long and 
doubtful conflict 

WjO 



rftteitoman at length prevailed; and the Goths, 
after sustaining a considerable loss from disease 
and-desertion, gradually retreated to the lofty 
mountain of Pholoe, near the -sources of the 
Peneus, and on the ^onttars of Elis; a sacred 
country* which badfermerly been exempted from 
* the calamities of war. r The camp of the bar- 


9 Etotapf us (in Vit. Philosoph. p. 90-93) intimates, that a troop 
of irtSnis betrayed Greece, and followed the Gothic camp. 

* P* 05 * StiHcho’s Greek war, compare the hopest narrative of Zosimus, 

( I * r, p. 295, 296), with the curious circumstantial ffattery'gfClaur 
dian, <i Cons, Stilich. 1. 172-186; iy Cons. Hon. 459-487). As the 
event was not glorious, it is artfully thrown into the shade. 

* The troops who marched through Elis delivered up their arms. 
This security enriched the EJeans, who were lovers of a rural life. Riches 
hrgj(k pride ; they disdained their privilege, and they suffered. Voljbius 
*dvj*et them to retire once more within their magic circle. See a 

‘ V * ' ‘ " learned * 
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barians was immediately besieged: the waters of chap; 
the river" were diverted into another channel ; • xxx * 
and while they laboured under the intolerable 
pressure of thirst and hunger, a strong line ofcir- f 
cumvallation was formed to prevent their escape. 

After these precautions, Stilicho, too confident of 
victory, retired to enjoy Mstfiumph, in the thea- 
trical gan*es, aadlasrivious ; 

his their standards, -i spg^ulA 

thenfielves over the country of their allies, whidhr 
they stripped of all that had been saved from the 
rapacious hands of the enemy. Alaric appears 
to have prized the favourable moment to execute, 
one of those hardy enterprises, in *w:hiefe^fbe; ^ 
abilities* of a general are displayed with more . 
genuine lustre, than in the tumult of a day of 
battle e^t^eate himself from the prison of 

pierce the intreiidbnw^^ which suno^mded his 
camp; that he should perform a 
dangerous march of thirty miles, as far as^h^ i 
gulf of Corinth ; and that he should transport 
his troops,; bis captives, and his spoil, over an 
arm of the sea, which, in the narrow' interval 


teamed and judicious discourse on the Olympic games, which Mr, 
West has prefixed to his translation ofPittdar*. *. , % 

* Cteudiai?(m iv Cons. Hen. 480) alludes tckthc fact, without nam-. 
ing the river; perliaps the Alphcus, (i Cons.StiL 1. i, 186)..^ ' 

— - Et Alpheus Gctici* augusuus acervis , ^ ■ 

K '* *' Tardior ad Sleulos etiamnuni pergit am ores, j^ 1 - 
Y et r should prefer the Peneu^,* shallow stream ina wide and deep 
feed, which runs through Elis,' and falls into the sea below Cylenne. 
It had mn joined with the Alpheus, to cleanse the Augean stable^ 
(Cellarius, tom, i, p.-760. Chandler’s Travels, p. 286). 
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Rhium and the opposite shore,; is at 
half a mile in breadth. 4 The operations 


Escapes to of A laric imist^ha^ been secret, prudent, and 
> piru *‘ rapid ; since; the Roman-general was confounded 
by tl»e’ ©oths, who had 

eluded his efforts, were infirilpossession of the 
important province of Epirus. This -unfortu- 
nate delay allowed Alaric sufficient time to con- 
clude the treaty, which he secretly negotiated, 
with fip- 



Alaric is 
declared 
* master- 
general of 
the eastern 


IfctWsrSfe the haughty mandate of his rivals, #6tn 
the dominions of Arcadius ; and he respected, in 
the enemy of Rome, the honourable character 
of the al|y mid sejrami of 

visum 

?rthe death of Theodosius, pub- 
his liberal opinions concerning the duties 

Jllyrieura, r _~ .. , . ^ ° 

a. d. 398, ot kings, and the state of the Roman republic. 
Synesius observes^ and deploi^ythe filtaf abuse, 

bad iatrdddeed ihtO the military service. The 
Citizens, and subjects, had purchased an exemp- 
tlon from the* indispensable duty of defending 

; which was supported by the arms 

• * ” , „ ‘ ■ 

* Strabo, 1. viii, p. ,51 7. Plin. Hist: Natnr. iv, 3. J^faceler, p. 

- ‘ np * Chandler, p. 2td. They measured, from different point*, the 
distance the tito Iinids; 

“ Syttesius D, 3^7-40% ^Constantinopte, 

f, ° m Cyrene to &&$***>* Areadius. He presented him 
crown of gold, and pro&ftunccd before'hfm tKe instructive ora- 
(p. J-JJ2, fcHJL Petav. Paris, 1012). The philosopher 
was made fc&hop of Ptolemais, A. D. 41 D, and died about 430. See 
I'.ilemont, Mem. Ecclcs. tom. xtf, f*. 49$, $54, 6S3-G85. 1 . 
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of barbarian mercenaries. The fugitives of Scy- chap. 
thia were permitted to disgrace the illustrious 
dignities of the empire; their ferocious youth, 
who disdained the salutary restraint of laws, were 
more anxious to acquire the riches, than to imi- 
tate the arts, of a people; the object of their 
contempt and hatred; an&thepqwer of the 
Goths was thestOim-ofTaBtatHs, perpetually sus- 
pendedover ebepeace and safety of tire devoted 
state. v The measures, which Synesius retiWn- 
inends, are the dictates of a bold and generous 
patriot. He exhorts the emperor to revive the 
courage of hfe s subjects, by the example of manly 
virtue; to banish luxury from the court, and from 
the camp ; to substitute, in the place of the bar- 
barian mercenaries, an army of men, interested in 
the defence ol^Mieir laws and of their property; 

his school ; to rouse the indolent citizenfifflaihis 
dream of pleasure, and to arm, for the protection 
of agriculture, the hands of the laborious hus- 
bandman. Attheheadof such troops, whomight 
descry# thenarae, and would display the spirit, 
of Romans, he animates the son of Theodosius to 
encounter a race of barbarian*, who were des- 
titute t)f any rpal J$jr 

down his arms, till he had chased them faraway 
into the solitudes of Scythia; or had redireed ^ 


riie dLacedsemonians formerly imposed on the 
captive Helot*,* The court of Arcadius in- 


f Synesius de Regno, p. 21-20. 
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dillgfed the zeal, applauded the eloquence, ahd 
neglected the advice, of Synesius. Perhaps the 
philosopher, who - addresses the emperor of the 
East, iq the language ofreason and virtue, which 
he might have used to a Spartan king, had not 
condescended to form a practicable scheme, con* 
sistent with the temper, and circumstances, of a 
degenerate age. Perhaps the pride of the mi- 
nisters, whose business was seldom interrupted 

their Capacity, and deviated from the forms 
and precedents of office. While the oration of 
Synesius, and the downfal of the barbarians, 
were the topics of popufmcobvmaatioiijan edict 



df Afaric to the Tank of master- 
gfeneral of the eastern Illyricum. The Roman 
provincials, and the allies, who had respected the 
faith of treaties, that the 

ruin of Greece and Epirus should be .so liberally 
rewarded* The Gothic conqueror was received 
as a lawful magistrate, in the cities which he had 
so lately besieged. The fathers, whose sons he 
hqd' BwaEsacred, the husbands, whose wives he 
had violated, were subject to his authority : 
and the success of his rebellion encouraged the 
ambition of everydeader* of the foreign merce- 
naries. The useftbWfhieh Alaric applied his new 
jpiand, distinguishes the firm and judicious 
er of h® policy. , He issued his orders 
to the fourmagazines and manufactures of offen- 
sive and decisive aims, Margus, Ratiaria, Nais- 
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sus, and Thcssalonica, toprovklehis troops with 
an extraordinary supply of shields, helmets, 
swords, and spears : the * unhappy proyincmls, 
were compelled to forge the instruments of their 
own destruction ; and the barbarians removed 
the only defect which had sometimes disappointed 
the efforts of their of Alar- 



hody of the nation under his victorious standard; 


CHAP. 

xxx. 


and witli the unanimous consent of the barbarian 
chieftains, the master-general of illyricum was 
elevated, aecordingtoancient custom, on a shield, 
and solemnly proclaimed 4dng of the^y isigoths,* and ting 
Armed with this double power, seated on - the got'h^ " 
verge of the two empires, he alternately sold his 
deceitful promises to the courts of Arcadius, and 

his 

resolutioh%f 
The provinces of Europe which beloaged/tO jthe 



qiri foedera rumpit 

Ditatuf : qtri servat, eget: vestator Achivae 
OoDtit; et. Epirom nuper populatus imiltam 



Praesidet Myrico t jam* quos ©bsedit, amicos 
Ingreditur muros % ipis responsa datums 
Quorum conjugibtrs pbtitttr, natosqUe perermt 
Ciamlian in Eutrop. L ii, 2X2. Alafk applauds ht» ©era policy, (de 
Belt Getic^ 533-543), in the use which he had made of this Illyrian 
jurisdiction. ’ . ^ '* '<■ 4 


:* Jornandes, c. 29 ? pw 651. The 
usual spirit, Cum sui& deliberate suasit 
quam alients per otium subjaccre. 

Vf<p ?~ Discors odnsque anceps civibus Orbis 
* ' r Non sua vis tutata die; dum feedera fallax 
X'Udit, et aUernat perjuria venditat aulse. 



Claudian df* Beil. Gft 561. 
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chap. - esu&ertt emperor, were already exhausted ; thos® 
xxic. ^ Asia were inaccessible ; and the strength of 
Constantinople had resisted his attack. But he 
was tei^edtry the beauty, the wealth 

cretly afepired to plant the Gothic standard on the 
wails of Rome, and to enrich his ftrmy with the 
accumulated spoils of three hundred triumphs. 11 
iu mvades scarc jty 0 f facts, “\ and the uncertainty of 

a- d! 4oo- dates, 4 oppos^o^i^B^J^^sdes^ibe the cir- 

-the 

<nm ofAlaric. His fnarch, perhaps from Thes- 
salonica’, through the warlike and hostile country 
of Pannonia, as far as the Amt of the Julian 
Alps; his passage of ti«^^#WBttiBhs, which 

int rench - 

of Aquileia, and the conquest 
of tlritfprovinces of Istria and Venetia, appear to 
have employed a considerable time, sinless his 
operations were extremelyeaatkms and slow, the 
„ : ' 1 % 

h Alpibus Italic ruptfe penetrabts ad UrUm. 

Thin authentic prediction da a announced by Alaric, or at least by 
CJteudsaii v (dle BeIL Getico, 547), seven years before the event. Bat 
as {t was opt accomplished, within the term which has been rashly 
fixed* the interpreters escaped through an ambiguous meaning. 

< materials are 970 verses of Claudiau, in the poem on 

the Getic war, and the beginning of 

consulship of Honorius. Zosimus is 4 xtj^y nilepati are re- 

duced to such scraps, or rathe* crumbs, as Ve can ptcfc ffom Orosius 
and the Chrmicle*, „ ^ 

d ypt#athsta*>dii^^^|pg^te^^ ) gf--dnn r m^l^^^lw ; confounds 
^ tiie Italian wars of Aia**£, ; f<S. St^has dale pf^be consulship of Sti- 
' Aurelia* ( A, J** I0O> ta firm It is certain 

l^^^audian, (TiUemo^ Hist- de* Emp.tom. v, p. 804), that the 
baf&b of PoQentift. was fought A. D. 403 $ but we cannot easily 611 
the internal. 1 - 
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length of the interval would suggest a probable 
suspicion, that the Gothic king retreated towards , 
the banks of the -Danube; and reinforced his 
army with fresh swarms of barbarians, before he 
again attempted to penetrate into the heart of 
Italy. Since the public and important, events 
escape the djligence.j#-lt^f4llPt^hm, be may 



o£4wttobse«re individuals, a presbyter of Af|pfe 


leia, and an husbandman of Verona. The learned 
ltuiinus. who was summoned by his enemies to 
appear befope-j* Etonian synod, c wisely preferred 
the dangers of a besieged city ; and thefeatba- 
rians, who furiously shook the walls of Aquileia, 
might save him from the cruel sentence of another 
hereti^- wb^4t#eriro9uest of the same bishops. 


petual exile WmlftimonF 

whohad passed his simple and innoe^rlifeMt the 
neighbourhood of Verona, was a strangerto f tbe 


• Tantum Romaftae urbis judicium fugis, ut magis obsidione n bar- 
barieam, judicium vetis sustinere. Jerom. tom. iu 

jk 23& ttufinttB understood his own danger : the ftmceful city was 
inflamed by the beldam Marcella, and the rest of Jeromes faction. 

{ Joviniaft, the enemy o t fasta and o^ceUbecy, who was persecuted 
and insulted by the furious. Jerom, (<J«rtin*sr f|axn*rfo 5 f voL iv,p. 104, 
&c.). Seethe original edict of bamSfeneat in the^eodosian Code, 
1. xvi, tit. V, leg. 43. * ' fi. ' ' _7 

< This epigram (de Sene Veronensi qui suburbinm nuaquamjjpy*- 
»u* eat) is one of the earliest and roost pleasing campotim^' of 
Claud ian. Cowley’s imitation (Hurd’s edition, voL ii, pi £41) has 
some natural and happy strokes: but it is much inferior to the origin- 
al portrait, which h evidently drawn from the life. 


W* 

CHAP. 
XSIf. * 
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* of kings and of bishops ; his piefl- 

his desires, his knowledge, were confined 
, .Within the littlecircle of his paternal fartrn; and a 
staff supported his aged steps, on the same ground 
„ where Yet even 

^thisbm&ble and rustic feSedy,(which Claudian 
•describes with so much tnithaUd feeling), was 
still exposed to the undistinguishing rage of war. 
His trees, his old contemporary trees, h must 

and- his family ; and the power 
uf Alarm could destroy this happiness, which he 
was not able either to te3te,ortod^stow. “Fame,” 
says the poet, “ < 



I nfilled" Italy witMr consternation 
4be apprehensions of each individual were in- 
creased in just proportion to the measure of his 
fortmte t-and the most fciia^ #rh»!^d;4lready 
embarked theirv&luabteefSsetl, meditated their 
^escape tQthe island of Sicily,or the African coast, 
^iepubbedistrt'ss was aggravated by the fears and 
reproaches of superstition. 1 livery hourproduced 

* ' fflgeute m meminit parvo qui gefmine quercum 

iEqusevumque vidqt consenuis&e nemuR. 

A neighbouring wood bom tvith himself he secs, m 
And loves his old trees;-' * \ * 

In this passage, Cowlar is J^|jW»^%tlp6rior tb hi$ original ; and the 
English poet, Who Iks concealed the oaks under 

! general exptW&S^ '?£>■?'- ' 

lian de Bril. C«fc‘%98-t66. He may *eem prolix : but fear 
erstition occupied os large a space in the mind* of the 
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some horrid tale of strange : and 'portentous acci- 
dents: the pagansdeploredthe-neglfeciof omens, 
and, the interruption of sacrifices: but tfieGhris- 
tians still derived some comfort from the po#£*fal 
intercession, of the saints and martyrs. 1 v - 
The emperor Honorius was distinguished* 
above his subjects, by tbe/pi»ieniiatence of fear, 

he 

that there' existed on the earth any powOr^Sffe* 
sumptuous enough to invade the repose of the 
successor of„sAugi$s^us. ."The arts of tottery con- 
cealed ^tber appending danger, ’ till Alarie ap- 
proached <>the palace of Milan. ButWhlS&stlie 
sound of war had awakened the young eenp^flSr, 
instead of flying to arms with the spirit, or even 
the rashae8%j0&his age, he eagerly listened to 


his sacred j 

some secure and distant station io tl] 
of Gaph i Stilicho alone 1 had cour 
tbority. tg^resist this disgraceful measure, which 
would^h^wahmdoned Rome and Italy to the 
barbarians ; but as the troops of the palace had 
been lately,, detached to -the Rhaetian frontier, 
and as the resource of new leweswas slow and 
;i - • - • • .--j- 

^From the passages of PauHnu^ lr^fc Barojiius haspnc>d»e£4* 
Steeles. A. ft 403, N*. Sth * '» ngfcaw, that 1 

Apervaded dll Itaij, as far as Koiam Gam pc nia; irffafrthat ^ 
Ttefct had fixed fe abodeC 

StUicho, exetoslte c^ie^iSblk'^which 

<de Bell* Get 267), without condescending to ex- 
cept the emperor, x How insignificant must Honoriua have appeared 
in hi« ^rncourtf 

VOL. V. : O 
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the general of the West could only 
9 that, if the court of Milan would^ujaiit- 
tain their ground .during his absence, he would 
soon retunfiwith ate arsay^ecjual to the encounter 
of tlie Ciothic king. Without losing a moment, 
^wMle each moment was so important to the 
public "safety), Stilicho hastily embarked on the 
Larian lake, ascended the mountains of ice and 
snow, amidst the severity of an Alpine winter, and 

tl*e Hid dfc&urbetj^^ of 

Hhaetia. m The barbarian*. perhaps some tribes 
of the Alemanni, respected the firmness of a chief, 
who still assumed the language of command ; 
and the choice which he eondgsci|nd§d tomak e , 

a mark of his esteem and favour. 
The cohorts, w her \\ ere delivered from the neigh- 
bouring foe, diligently repaired to the imperial 
standard r*and Stilicho the 

rapid deferree of Honorius and 
uf dtafyi ^ The fortresses of the Rhine were aban- 
doned^ and' th^ safety of Gaul was protected 
faith of the Germans, and the an- 
cient terror of the Roman namg, ^ v Even the le- 
gion, which had been statid»i^#gl|f^h^Wall 
of o|>f|e North, 

was hastily r mmerons body 

* »' r 

^Use face of the and the hardtop, of Stilicho, are finely 

r r (de Bell. Get. 340-363). 

tet extremis legio praetenta Britannis 
QuVScotodat ftena truci. 


De Bell. Get. 410. 
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fif-the cavalry of , -persuaded to cttafr: 
engage , in the sej^cp^f ^ |he . emperor, who 
anxiously expected the return of his genePaLThe 
prudendeaad vigour of Stilicho were conspicuous 
onthisoccasion, which revealed, at the same time, 
the weakness of the falling empire. The legion^. 

gradual ilrif ^ iljfWi|jiy «W ex, 

teriuiigglg^^ Wara^iu^t 

was found impossible, without ex h austing- n&d . ' 


exposing the provinces, to assemble an army for 
the defence ofltujgyv .*•<>: w • 

Wheu Stdiebo seemed to abandon his sove- He is pur- 
reign in the unguarded palace of Milany JMj&Jptd b “^” d d b , r 
probably calculated the- term of his ah§ence,t1*e the Got1 ’ 3 ' 
distance of the enemy, and the obstacles that 
mights march. He principally de- 

the winter or spring, by the fall of '*?ds^s6r~by 
the melting of the snows, are common^^piBesI 
into broad and impetuous torrents.® But the 
season happeiiedto be remarkably dry ; and the 


Yet thd fnost rapid fttirchjjom Edinburgh, or Newcastle, to Milan, 
must have Fetpxtr&i a l&bgrespace of tftne than Claudian seems willing 
to allow for the duration rtf the Gothic waiV-"? . 

* Every traveller must recollect the face rtf’’ Lopnbfcrdy , (*«? Fon- 
Wiwtte, tom. v, p. 2711 ), which is often tormented by’ the eapric&tft 
and irregular abandonee of waters* The Austrians* before GfnqijbVfire 
ettearepvd in the dry bed of ibe FolceverS * k NV sar^j|i^4ays 
Murateri) M uiai passato per monte a <ju£ Imoni Afemaimi, effr quel • 
** |AwWo torrent? potessisper mi dire in un instants fcangutrsf in mi 
“ teiTiSa gigantc/’ (Annal. d’Jtalia, tom. xvi, p. it:?; Milan, 17j‘. ! , 

Hi o. cdvt.y, 
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THE DECLINE AH D FALL 

traverse, without impediment,tUp 
and stony beds, whose centre was 




shallow stream, '<gp 

. were securely 

a, strong detachment oLtbe.<*ofchic. army ; and as 
4|rt|E approached the walls, Qt 3r#her the sub- * 
usgbs^of Milan, he enjoyed the proud j^ati^action 
of seeing the emperor of the Romans fly. before 
him. Honorius, accompanied by a feeble, train 

person in the city of Arles, which had often been 
the royal residence of his predecessors. But Ho- 
norius p had scarcely passed the jPp, , before he 
was overtakeryby the upend jfiilEWwPMMj' ca- 

"sesf the ddngereom- 

a temporary shelter within the 

.fortification of Asta, a town of Liguria or Pie- 
mont, situate on the banks of the Tanarus/ 
The siege of an obscure, j 

so rich a prize, . . r . _ ^ r __ 

resistppc^pasjnstantlyformed.and indefatigably 
Bussed, by the king of the Goths ; and the bold 
declaration, which the emperor might afterwards 

* <k*s not clear ly answer our qp^tion*. Ho* 

norius himself? Yet the Sight is marked by the pursuit: and my 
idea of the Gothic war is justified bythe Italian critic^ Sigomu^ 
(tom, • F. ii»> 3$9, de C^w^nU J. 1 ), and |%^«v.(Ann»U 
d’ltalia, tom. iv, p. 4 5> ^ ^ * 

| <^ ne tbe roads may be traced in the Itineraries, (p. 99, 388, 
j^wfth WessdiDj’a Notct), Asta lay some miles on t b»» right 

Asti** Boman colony, is now the capital of a pleasant 
county, whkh, in the sixteenth century, devolved to the Dukes of 
Savoy, (Leandro Alberti Descrizzione d'ltaiia, p. 382> 


V,- 
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of^ar, did not probal®^ ^dbta&ma^i^a^it, even 
inhis own court,* In the last, and aMMMt.Jiqpe- 
Iess s Mtremity, after the barbarians hnd'nfiftility 
proposed the indignity of a capitulation, the im- 
perial captive was suddenly relieved by the fame, 
the approachj - jmesetwce of the 

SWalrt the stream of the Addua; to gaintheiSiBe 
which he must have lost in the attack of the 
bridge* the fwssa||r of the Po was an enterprise 
of imitft le^ hazard and difficulty ; 
cessful action, in which he cut his 
the Gothic camp under the walls 
vived the hopes, and vindicated the honour, of 
Rome,'- jingle! of grasping the fruit of his vic- 
tojry, ^ttfe^hhthariatf wa| gradually invested, on 
every side, by the ttfeofh tf-thfe 
cessively issued through all the passesuf the Alps; 
his quarters were straitened ; his conrhyS^hglfe 
intercepted* and the vigilance of the Romans 
prepared to form a chain of fortifications, and to 
besiege -the lines of the besiegers. A military 
council was assembled of the long-haired chiefs 
of the Gothic nation ; of agedA^cr*oiv whose 
bodies 'were wrapped in furs, and whose stem 
countenances were marked with hongujable 
wounds. They weighed the glory oi jHgrtw&ag. 

* ' •** *' 

• ^IWifase timor impulit ullus. He might hold thia proud language 
the n**t year at Rome, five hundred mile* from the scene of danger* 

(vj Coat* Hen* $49). 

~ o 3 


and tijesuc- 


of Asta, re- 
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Battle of 
Bollentia, 
A. IX 403, 
arch 29. 


eof securing 

plunder ; and they recommended the phf- 
•d^t rneasnrT#l^^iabIe retreat. In thisim- 
portant i^lfei’fe?-'’i^I® i: le i 'dte{dayed the spirit ofitfe 
con^^ of had reminded 

hflHlibfitiymen of their acbf^fetffiEfblr and of 
tfilir designs, he concluded his ariinriatingspeedi, 
by the solemn and positive assurance, that he was 
resolved to find in Italy, either a kingdom, or a 
grave.* i .• 

expO^d them to the danger of a surprise; but, 
instead of choosing the dissolute hours of riot and 
intemperance, Stillfcho resolved to attack the 
Christian 



of the stratagem, or, as it was 
I by the clergy, of the sacrilege, was in- 
trusted to Saul, a barbarian and a pagan, who 
had served, however, wkhdistiitg^jiihed ^reputa- 
1 ion among the viHrr&ft- gctiends of Theodosius. 
The camp ti/t the Goths. which Marie had pitched 

s T* r “ 

'tftl victor regno, vel morte tenebo 

The spefecltes Bell. Get. 479-549) of the Gothic Nestor, ami 
A<?hittes, are strong, characteristic, adapted to the arcu$6|f»t*ces 5 
and possibly not less genuine than those of Livy. ^ ~ -V 

u Otopius (l. vii, c. 37) is shocked at tfae impiety of file lfBiiBBn£, 
who attacked, on Busier Sunday, sue&^«i* Christian^ Vet, at the 
public prayers wereofiered at the shiiae of St. Thomas of 
ft* Ibr the destruction of the Arian robber. SeeTflIemont, (Hist. 
t T tom. v, ji. 599), who quotes an homily, which has been 
Wy ascribed to St. Chrysostom. 
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in the neighbourhood of Pulfeutia,* was thrown cn^ 
into confusion bf the sudden and impetuous 
charge of the imperial cavalry ; hut, iit ^* few 
moments, the undaunted genius of their letter 
gave them an order, and a field, of battle % and 
as soon as they had recovered from their astonish- 
ment, tho pious coofidm^*dlt&t^he God of the 



re : v#dmrr 

ment, which was long maintained witli 5 et|t^il 
courage and success, the chief of the Alani, whose 
diminutive and £tttogc form concealed a magna- 
niinOus^oul, approved his suspected lu^at^y, by 
the zeal with which lie fought, and" /eBpSWrtfe 
service of the republic; and the fame oPthis ^trb 
lant barbarian has been imperfectly preserved in 
ttakvfetsEfr of Cl&udi&n, since the poet, who cele- 
teate^Wr *^Be, bst8 OTnft^s^Ch^-rqprtion of 
his name. His 

and dismay of the squadrons which hefibftttflabtt'- 
ed; and the defeat of the wing of cavatryflfiglft 
haw decided ^e victory of Alaric, if Stilieho had 
not immediately led the Roman and barbarian 
infantry to the attack. The skill of the general, 
and the bravery of the soldiers, surmounted every 
obstacle. In the evening the 

Goths’ retreated from fhb' ^et#»df battieq^the 
intrenchments of their camp were forced*ai^ihe 
scene of rapineaad slaughter 





V. *■ t » " - w;*/ *- 

vestiges t>f Follertiia art twenty-five miles to the South-east 
of Tbritu Urb*, in the same neighbourhood, was a royal chase* ef 
the kings of Lombardy, and a small river, which excused the predie* 
tion, “ penttrabis gd Whem.” (Clum*. Itah Antiq. tom. i, 
p. 83-35). * 
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char the calamities which they had inflicted 

r ^f^_ oj$fche subjects of the empire/ The magnificent 
- ■■ spoils Of Corinth and Argos enriched the veterans 
bf the West ; the captivh wife of Alaric, who had 



and .-.patrician handjnaids// Wa«H>' reduced to 
implore the mercy of the insulting' foe ; and 
many thousand prisoners, released from the Go- 
thic chains, dispersed through the provinces of 
Italy the pwwM ^awh ili ili . JEhe 

triumph >ef Stilieho** Was conaparetfchyrfhDrpae^ 
and -perhaps by the public, to that of Marius 5 
who, in the same part of Italy, had encountered, 
and destroyed, another army of\no|tbep» barba- 
rians. The bilge bongs, and the mfflp^rhelmets, 

succeeding generations; and pos^ 
terity might erect a common trophy to the me-- 
mofy of the two most illustrious generals, who 
had vanquished, on the same mOTSefabie^PaUnd, 
the two ino^*forBH^d»teetteHtm^«€ Romfi.* 

” V *- ' L ' ' 

y Oro^iuB wishes, in doubtful words, to insinuate the defeat of the 
Roman*. Pugnantes vicimus, victores victi sumus.” Prosper 
(in Ctetm.} makes it an equal and bloody battle ; but the Gothip 
(in Chron.) and Jprnandes, (de Jteb. Get, c, 2ify 
claim a decisive victory. 

* Demens Ausonidum geroxnaU monilia matrum^ .. t, 
Raxnanosque alii famulas cervice pejebat- 

De BeH. Get. 627. 

» Claudian , (de BeR. Get. 5S0-647), and Prude ntius,‘ (In Symmach. 
j, jfe 694-719), celebrate, ocSpwBf ambigiuV, t% Roman victory 
of ft^aUia - They are poetieal and party writers; yet some credit 
the most suspicious witncsst^, who are^, checked by the re* 

centipfeejsty of facts. 

b Claudiaa?* peroration is strong and elegant ; but the identity of .the 
Cimbric and Gothic fields. must be up^erstood (like Virgil's Phiiippir 

Georgk i f 
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- The eloquence of. C^rfy^'jlhfBi^elebrabed, cuar 
with lavish applause,theviciory of ,]jol^ntia,one 
of the -atost glorious days in the life of hispatron ; Boidness. 
but hia reluctant and partial muse bestowstfiorf 
genuine praise on the character of the Gothic 
king. His name is indeed branded with, the 
reproachful epithets qf pirate sndyobber, to which 


the eon 


ledge, that Alaric possessed the invincibte^eWJIBP 
of mind, which rises superior to every misfortune. 


and derives, npw4^Bmrcea#on)L^d^csity. After 
the« t^^:de^tr of his infantry, he eloped, pr 
rather withdrew, from the field 
greatest part of his cavalry entireand unbroken. 
Without wasting a moment to lament the irre- 
parable las8«f$f*mn»y brave companions, he left 

images of a Gothic king;* a*«itM^*f«S^teed 
to break through the unguarded pameSetOfetbP 
Apennine, to spread desolation overthe4 py | & | l 
face of Tuscany, and to conquer or die before the 
gates -of Rome.' The capital was saved by the 


Georgia i, 4$0) according t£the loose geography of a poet. Vercellas 
and Follentia are sixty mites from each other £ and the latitude is still 
greater, if the Cimbri were defeated*!* 'barreapiain of 

Vexotta,iMaffei, Verona illustrate P» '**>'« 

& Claudian and Prudentius must be strictly examined* to redi« 3 | the 
figurtk, and extort the historic sense, of tfcosb poetsu*’ 

V^~4>Bt gravant ear airbuses fireles avantagdr: ; * . 0 
^k JDemes etats eonquris chfduuner les images, ?, 

Thepcactiee of exposing in triumph the images of kings and provinces 
was fcanilmr to the Romans. The bust of Mithridates himself was 
12 feet highj of massy gold, (Frtinshem. Supplement Livian. ciii, 4+>. 
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engj*. JUttlttftiraff incessant diligence of Stilicho : b«t»he 
iBiilifefc ted the despair of his enemy ; and, instead 
• • IPtdBumlliiyiy^rffeisflf the republic 

&; If© proposed to purchase 
y^bartiarian^ ’ .The spirit of 
AS&iie would have rejected suehteftns, the per- 
tfilSsion of a retreat, and the offer of a pension, 
with contempt and indignation; but he exercised 
a limited and precarious authority over the inde- 

rahJt 

disposed to follow an unsuccessful gene- 
ral, and v manv of them were tempted to consult 
their interest by » private negotiation with the 
minister of iienorius. f <to 

(if' rhttfthd. thb treaty with 
the West, and repassed the I’o, 
remains of the flourishing army which 
he had led into Italy. A considerable part of the 

i^pondehliAsSth f;omc of the barbarian chiefs, 
xvas jmht*€ilally apprised of the designs that w ere 
termed in the camp and council of Alarie. The 
Goths, ambitious to signalize his 
retreat by some splendid achievement, had 
resolved to occupy the importhht city of Verona, 
w hich commands, th©,»|Nrih6ipal passage of the 
jthsetian A 1 ps ; and, directing his march through 
fttritorics'' of these (lermaff tribes, whose 
E£- would restore his exhausted strength* to 
m\ ade,*©h the side of the Rhine, the wealthy and 
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unsuspecting provinces ©f Gaul: f ^^gftorant of the ch if. 
treason, \HSeh had SMad^-fetfli^^1^‘beM and ^ 
judicious' enterprise, he advanced towards the 
passes of the mountains, already possessed by’the 
imperial troops ; where he was exposed, almost 
at the same instant, to a general attack in the 
front, on his • -flanks, In this 

flli^ than that Which they had sustaiir^d l ^(®l 
defeat of Pollentia; and their valiant king, who 

#li&^dr ^kde" prtifjter,^ : fif* ib&: hasty 
rashness of the alani had riot 
measures of the Homan gen oral. Alar ie secured 
the remains of his army on the adjacent rocks ; 
afid undaitnted resolution, 

of the enemy, Who invested 
But he could not oppose the desfrttaii^^^ 
of hunger and disease ; nor was it possibfeft^Sfet 
to eheck the ts^inual desertion of his impatient 

n n o ’ Tn fKic! ovlromthr lio 


and capricious barbarians. In this extremity, he 
still found rCshurces in his own courage, or in 
the moderation Of his adversary'; and the retreat 

mice oT Italy.® Yet the peoplfcj'4*ftd eventhe 
clergy; incapable of forming any rati 
meat of the business of peace and war, pi 

the pdlierf of Stilieho, who s^^Eten 

van^uished/so often surrounded, and so often 

- • - 

* The Getic war and the sixth consulship of Hounrius ohtcurelj 
ponncct the events of A!aric\s retifeat and lo^se*. 
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chap. #w&0sed'the implacable enemy of the republic. 
JEltS 'first moment of the public safety is devoted 
to gratitude wttd pay; but the second is diligently 


The tri. Tfie citizens of RdBte Wd.been "astonished by 

umph of ' ■ ; ^ 

Ilonorius, ^ approach of Alaric; and life diligence with 
a a'kit. which they laboured to restore the walls of the 
capital, confessed their own fears, and the de- 
cline of the empire. After the retreat of the 
barbarians# the 


dutiful kcvitatioa of the sen^r^fttttncelel^cate, 
in- the imperial city, the auspicious era of the 
Gothic victory, and of his sixth consulship.' 
The suburbs and the streets, from the Milvian 
bridge to the JLhdatine mounts wiere'fiUed by the 

the space of an hundred 
y$aiS£ bad’ only thrice been honoured with the 
presence of their sovereigns. While their eyes 
were fixed on the chariot were Stilieho was 
deservedly seated by the / eadp^^^^r1royat‘ |>iipil, 
they applauded the pompofatriumph, wfcicit was 
not staiffl^fikethat of Constantine, or ofTheo- 
dosius, with civil blood. The procession passed 
under a lofty arch, which had been purposely 
erueted : but in less than seven years, the Gothic 
conquerors of Rome might read, if they were 
able tp read, the superb inscription Gf that 
mpnument, which attested the total defeat and 


] de Alarieo * „ ;** *aepe victo, sem^crcpac 

Orosius, L vii, Ci 37 , p. 567 . Clautiian ^{vi Cons. Hob, 
f the curtain with a fine image. * 

* #5JB^onder of Claudian's poem on the sixth consulship of Hone* 

rins, describes the journey, the tni^ih, and the games, ( 330 ^ 60 )* 

jsSr ■ 
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destruction of their nati<^4„'^^p«Gr Fended CHAR, 
several 


XXX. 
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the affection of the clergy, the senate, and*the 
people of home. The clergy Was edified try his 
frequent visits, and liberal gifts, to the shrines of 
the apostles, 
procession,^ 

^ >v, was treated with the decent .reverent 

which Stilicho always affected for that assembly. 
The^eqj^^ Ttin-Mir iinMi iilTillilI) Ml atten- 
- of Honoi^: in .the public 
gameSj which were celebrated^ oja thatoeeasidn 
wdth a magnificence notunworthyofthespeetatofe 
As soon as the appointed number of chariot-races 
"T* fft.H decoration of the circus 

afforded a various 

and the ehace was succeeded _ _ 

which seems, in the lively description of 

to present the ijnage of a modern tournament. 

T ” 1 ■“ ~ />ir Ionorius, the inhuman com- The gfc*> 

i, for the last time, the abolished. 
- ... - The first Christian 

emperor may claim the honour of the first edict, 
^Juchcondemned the art and amiu.^n^ t pf n h f d 

the inscription in Mascow’s History of the ‘ iiiTiwr^Siiii i* 

The words are positive and indiscreet, 

^ ^vura domitaip, &c* , , *• - - 

though horrid, subject of the ghtdiators, consul 
the^oboo&r^the Saturnalia of iAprins; who, as an antiqvarim. is 
inclined excise the practice of untidy it if, (tom. in, p. 483- 
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CHAP. 


iau blood ; k but this benevolent luvv 

-'V - * * 

fg^ressed the vvislies of the prince, without re? 
forming an inveterate a^pse. which degraded & ci- 
viii/.wl nation below the cooditiou of savage canni- 
bals- Several hundred, jiedia#».several thousand, 
yigfcijus. were annually slatfghherfd jn^the great 
cities of the empire; ami the month ofDeeemlter, 
more peculiarly devoted to the combats of gla- 
diators, still exhibited, to the eyes of the Roman 
people, a-grfl^l^c^^^$^ : wid cruelty# 

a, Christian poet (;xlior(cu^rtF^^^^^ixt^r 
pate, by bis authority, the horrid custom which 
had so long resisted? the voice pf, humanity and 


religion . 1 The pathetic rj 




thus, an Asiatic monk, whose 
jjgfltir was more useful to mankind than his life ." 1 
The Romans were provoked by the interruption 
of their pleasures ; and the rasj^fppnk, who had 
descended into.^tbf jagea»i;ato-3 ^p crate the gl% 
diatora* r ^^.««^rSelmed under a showcgjjt 
stones. Ifut the madness of the people soon 
subsided ; they inspected the memory of Telfir 


X. xv, tit. xii, leg. 1. 'the Commentary of Gdde~ 
frby adFortfcj large materials (tom. v, p. 356) for the history Ofgla* 
dialers. .. , 'jr , ' . m \ *, 

X See the peroration of Prudent ms, (in Symmach. X, ii, UStJpF,’ 
1131), who had doubtless read the invective of Laetantiu*, 

tDivjn. fostitnf. 1. vi, c. ^ Christian have-Aa&lfc- 

bloody games, which Vi’re intnductfd fn the rcla^?«l6*- 
lagani'in. ” ‘ - ' "" 

iret, l. v. c. 2fi- I with to ludieve-tlie'Sfcrt'y of St.'Tele^ 
ct no church has been dedicated, od altar has been dfceef*^ 
rty monk Who died, a martyr In the cause of humanity** 
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ifiachus, who had deserved the.Jhonours ot' mar- 
tyrdom; and tliey submitted, without a. murmur, 
to the laws oGJJoHOrhis, which atW refagd for 
ever the human' sacrifices of the amphitheatre. 
The citizens, who adhered to the matmers of 
their ancestors, might perhaps insinuate, that 
the last reimuns of a mwrt»i^gij^feiiifere. preserved 

ath : a vain and cruel prejudie%|8® 
nobly confuted by the valour of ancient Greece, 
and of modem 


chaf. 

xxx. 




of the Honoring 

emperor , had been exposed* in 

palace of Milan, urged him to seefear retfceatin ^ 0 ™^ 
some inaccessible fortress of Italy, where he might 

the open country was 

of tlie- fjWM)i 
the mo>t southern of the seven mouthsof fchaPo* 
the Thessalians had founded the ancient 
of Ravenna , 0 which tliey afterwards resigned 
to Augustus, who load: 

x * 4 * ’/ 5 *«♦»' - 

n Cnjdelc gladiator urn spcckiculnm ef inhumanum nonnvllh \uluii 

sol.'t* ct hand *cii> an it* sh, lit nunc fit* CIc&ro Tusculan. ii, 17. 

; ti« fain'ly censures the «4««t: snA^ nsfe&gqfeggjue, gf JliesM 
sports ; oculis nulla poterat esse fcrtior c^iriyck^oreai m©rt^ 

Uii* Seneca (cpist. vii) stews the it rttarjL' f « ' " ‘ 

bis account of Baveona Is drawn fnM^CnTin 1 
; Stephen of Byzantium, lS8r$&C**9* 

; Claudian, <jb vi Com. Honor* 494, 

^jbf&ejnsf. & f jornandes, <de Refc. ^£.aHp^1hro- 
, Gothic. %. l f p. 309, edit Louvre), arm ^phivert- 
tom. i, p. 301-307). Yet I still want a local jwiti* 
fpuirki), atwl a good topographical map. , ^ 





bated totfiorrn one of the most ■important drietrijf 
Italy. The principal canal of Augustus poured 
a copious stream ©f #he through 

the midst of the,^ty*.to 






that encompassed me waUsi; 
tixy^sme .distributed, by a thousand subordinate 
canals, into every part of the c^y,. which they 


of- 




with. vineyards; and though the soil va» 
t by four or five cri^s, the town enjovdd 
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a * more plentiful supply of winethdn of fresh cha*. 
water . p Hie air, instead of receivingthesickly, 
and almost pestilential, exhalations of low and 
marshygrotfnds,was distinguished, like the neigh- 
bourhood of Alexandria, as uncommonly pbre 
and salubrious ; and this singular advantage was 
ascribed to the regular' the Hadriatic, 

Wtuehsu^pttfa^inuds, interfUfrted tlfeunwhole- 
waters, and floated/every 
the vessels of the adjacent country into the 
heart of Ravenna. The gradual retreat of the sea 
has left H)EA(ii1iNW| i | at the distance of four 
mrles^’ft^^the '"t-Klirtatic ; an<f*as ehrly as the 
fifth Of iiiNth century of the Christian ePa,thepert 
of Augustus was converted into p 1 easafitOhefiaf ds ‘ 
and a lonely grove of pines covered the ground 
whefe once rode at anchor. 4 

ness of the water was a sufficient b^er*M'u^#ftat 
the large ships of the enemy. This advanta^elife’ 
situation was fi»tified by art and labour; and in 

the twenlaeibpfcarof his age, the emperor of the 

•• 

p MaSifoL (efjigrgn iij, 56, 57>J^ys on the trick of the knave, 
k V Vho had sold him wine instead of water ; hut he seriously declares, 

\ = cistern at Ravenna is more vaJvu 4b& Sidoniue 

. -K ^^Uti-H^that the town is destitute of fount%»j^a%ut!duct» ; mud, 

■"*> ra yifc a the want of fresh water among the local evils, such as the credit* 

. frogs, the stinging of gnats, &c. ~ 

:■ £$?S|pfeWe of Theodore and Hpnoria, w hich Dryden h<j 

anted from Boearcio, ((IJurnata, iii, novdL^jfi^was* 
wood of Chiatri, a corrupt word from CltusU^^ naval 
whlcfc^With the intermediate road or suburb, the Fra C&mrin , 4 
constituted the tripic city of Ravenna. V* v r ^ . 

*£* l' you V- • P A; 


,-F- 



IQ 



The revo- 
lutions of 
Scythia, 

A. D. 400* 
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ous only for his personal safety, retired 
perpetual confinement of the wallsfand 
parasses of i®^gnna.,^The example of li§nc>- 
%tus successors, Jj|g 

And, till the middle of the eighth century^ Ra- 
venna was considered as the seat of government, 
and the capital of Italy/ 

The fearsofHoPQrius -were not without found- 

While Italy rejoiced in her deliverance irl 
Goths, a furious tempest was excited among the 
nations of Germany? who yielded J»„.the irresisi> 
ible impulse, that : appearB-,teAB ^^^^ g ad ually 

Nbe 

annals, as they 
s been interpreted by the learned industry of 
the present age, may be usefuUy applied to re* 
veal the secret and remote cau^^f theiallof the 
Roman empire.. ./Flte.cxtenslj^^eTritory to the 
north of the>gr§at wull, was possessed, after the 
flight of the Huns, by the victorious Sicnpi 
who v were sometimes broken into independent 
tt^S^mti^SHpetimes reunited under a supreme *%'§ 
chief; till at length styling themselves ^po, or gfir 
masters jsf the earth, timy;aequiiiBd. a- m^^cladi^L 
consistence? and. a moreformidable power. The 


‘TheChn 


1 


i, 




nations ofj&e-fir 
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their arms ; they graded £ldaa>»r a period of 
i 7 Weakness; aftd f or _ 

r. f tunateTlfertai^ adopting the laws and ^i&ifidftof 

£: Z vanquished people, founded - air nrt|gj|hji 
■,?*? % dy*Pffy> which reigned near one hundred iitd 
wx^; years over the^forthem provinces of tKd 
-t. monarchy. Some g ^fe r^j^-^fore ' they as 
M- J cended'<%- : ty^Be|^1^^c^^-^ /p opn 

f y' f IH^^d'tolhrted in his cavahy^«ia^^F #r6 
tifS&m Moko, renowned for his valour 
£.A w ho ' vas tempted, hy the fear of punishment, fo 
t J|. desert at the 

•jjf feefe amf 'MtlaU r s swelled into a -campf strife?*** 
T numerous pfcople, distinguished 
£ ti° n of Gpougey,; and their hereditary chieftains,* 

s ^ ave > assumed their 

exercised hy those misfortunes which are the 
Jr -school of heroes. ITc bravely strug^edwUjhili 
4 IL: yersit y» hro^ fe^^mperious yoke of the 'j opa^ 

°f his nsllm, and the 
qpsfe ■:f^%S|9i^P^ ,arta, y* -H*s troopfwpre distributed 
.:; £ into regular bands of an hundred and of a thou- 
X' sand incn ; cowards were stoufed tdtedeath ; the 
*Bost splendid honours w ere propo&d'las the re- 
, ward of valour; and 'i’oulun, who had kmoUdetige 
enough to despise the learning of Chm^jMpi 
on^Mucli arts and institutions as were fav^^mble* 
. to *f»e military spirit of his government. His 
' tents, which he removed in the winter season to 
more sonthem latitude, were pitched, charing 
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ssjififme r, on the fruitful baqks qf theJMittga. 
inquests stretched from 'Corea far feypnd 

-t 1 ' r*£:it ■ "hi _ J ^ T . » . - ***** 



Emigra- 
tion of the 
northern 
Germans, 
A. D. 405. 


J|y&scd thcYame and pjjpr . 

(mi .this memorable victory." V»,..a 

The chain of events i» interrupted, or ratlter •. 
is concealed, as it passes from the Volga to the ^ 

of successi ve emigre- , ^ 
their hasty : ' | 

light, which they soon, I 

. attack, % 

the rich and which, the ' 

Vistula g^^fefciws^mto t Mf ^ fj tec sea. The 
)torUt t mnfflnBgaln have been alarmed, and aggjpr 
tated, by the .Invasion of the ITatius ?'&nd thfe | 
retreated before them, musfcfhhve ■ :-) 
pressed with incumbent weight on the confix) f^ of * 
Germany. 1 The inhabitants’ of these 'Wegiqns, 


* See M. de Hist. d^’Huns, tom. i, p. X3&l89; itibh. ir, 

ym&&^3U8. ' *«V ' *!*;• 


ippius (tie B*U, V5teat T. i; <g Hi, p. has 
Iqiq, from the to the north of Germany, nltirbKe 

hfc^'ffrrr^ But his views of anefont history are strangely 
tffrf kiliilin and error. 


^i r l: - 

^ '-V JS 


X 


an® 

or Kadagaisus, 

c northern extremities* of (Jermany afmSs^ 

of liis 

and the Bur^undiai|&'f<tf(n^l 
t Fi e stf^lfth fifth i s migh tv host; 

Iwul found an hospitable reception in their now 


tive cavalry to the heavy 


and thejEpthic jadveri 


^ mm 




■raisus.thaj 


theKingof the 


ttd the Danuta antf -t^y^ 


^description of the nations 


^^eir naraesi are manifest 

ancient writer may ha^easuaHr^^rf^' “ * % ' '^r> -»U 


^Wfh jeflVflt ancient writer may ha^easuaily^S^^' ^ ,T '^^r> -»*/. 

* fllic name of lihadagsist. was that of a local deity of T h r 
ChvMfelguburgU). A hero iuij;ht naturally assume ihe an*§Smfca£ 
^ <>d ’ 1,111 il is not P^AaMe that the barbiiriaas ^MS ^ 
hero. See Mawcou, Hist of the Oermat&^^l 4 . 

■ i?^«nptodorus (apud Fhotium, p. ISO), uses the GnST-word 
Oirri/wtM, ; which does, not convey any precise idea. I suspect that they 
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oK lllpplltdred thousand fighting itteh, n|ight be 
IHreased by thd* accession of women, of children, 
r-»£- of l <Sa Mte a t of four huBfjS 

•jg M ga^fo^h the myriads • of ’"tRe phnbri 
and reutones, to assault Home and Italy in the 
vigour of the republic. After the departure ot 
, those barbarians, * 

aurmg some ages, a vast and dreary solitude ; 
till the human species was renewed by the powers 

lie assisted by t he in- 
> ‘dustrious poverty of their neighbours, il the go- 
vernment of Europe did nofcjMMfecf the claims 
of dominion and v ' , . 

Badagaisus The correspondence of riwBHS was, in that 
Italy, age, so Sfiiffeirfect and precarious; that the rev%- 
a.d. 406 . j u £ 0 „ s of the porth might escape the know ledge.- 1 ' 
nf the coitrtof Ravenna; till the dark cloud, 
which" was collected alorig the coast of the Baltic, 
burst in thunder upon the banks of the/D|)jier 
, Danube. - The emperor of the West, uf ms mi- 
nisters disturbed his afe|u§€mfehts b^rtte pews of 

^JHBHRpriaew ami nobles, .with their faithful companion*; th* 
^Kwith their vpjbx*, as they would have been styled some cen* 


nWFT was, in that 

a ll - 


Italy* 

A. D. 406* 


} Germanorum, c* 37. 



^ with being 
ectaior of the ,iiar.**The 

^ vr * ' 
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the im] 

the occ^Mpn,, and the; 

3safetynjf Rome Was intrusted to the cotihs^&, and 
thej^rd, of Jitilicho; but such was the feeble 
and . exhausted state of the empire, that if Was 
impossible to restore the fortifications of the 


"Hnhnfiin were con^^fp^the 
defence of Italy. He once more abandoned me 
provinces, recalled the troops, pressed the new 

lifted, and pusil- 
lt employed the'mest effiemapus 
means to arrest, or allure, the deseper^ga^l 
offered the gift of freedom, and of two pieces of 




who would inlist. c By 
|y q>l|ect^, from the sub- 


gold, 

... 

jfectsof;S 

thousand iheh^#HSrh>^in the ttaysl'OFTScfpio or 
Camillus, would have been instantly furnished by 



, • Claudinn, v! Cons. lion. 139. 
of Honorius, in speaking of the Gothic war, 
which seen somewhat nearer. 

b Zosinrmx (1. v„ p. 331) transports the war, and the victory, of 
Stilicho, beyond the Danube. A'lttan^e which is awkwardly' 

SM&I imp^rfocUj,' cured, by reading A^w* for ljiptiv ^TiUetnemt, Hfct. dex 
fimp. tom. v, -jk 807). In pood policy, We most u*c the aertiflFof 
Zosimus, without esteeming or trusting him. ' - 

Tlieodos, 1. vii, tit. xiii, leg. 16. The date^p^^law 
\A* D. 406, May 18) satisfies me, a* it had done Go^^£rt0^Hoin. *S 
^ of the true vear of the invasion of R&d&g&tan. 3ffc&tiont, 
and Muratori, prefer the preceding year; but-thev are bound 

by certain obligations of civility uud respect, to St. Pan i in us of Nolo. 

• - ■“ • . 


4 

CH**. 


'Mb 





- . - rar a 14 

Sfifipiseitizens of the.terrH««^^ffil»^^j|e 
iff Tegions -.0. Stihcho ' were E^aiforci^|i)^j. 

’1, — -1— . t* ^ t‘ -.-- * J nttvilinmoc • 4 II /I Cn if I [ 


' ^ge^bod^.^p^^^^pxillai-ies ; the 
e^fiii^er the banners of 

TTuldin and Sarus, wore animated by interest and 
resentment to oppose the ambition of Itadagaisus. 
The king passed, 

^^ffi^^Ionorius, securely ljurif(i*mi^^^^^fc 
marshes of Kavenna ; and, on the other, the 


Besieges 

Florence, 


^ f ' ***««/ CTV4V& v* 

pillaged, or destroyed ; an^ tbe^si 


Plfen^^^were 

ayed ; aod^^siege of Flo 


rence, e by Radagaisus, is 
events in the history of \ 

whose fir ch^^^^he^nskilfu l 
fury of ^il^|S^PSdans. ’ The^^ate and people 
tieUkbled aifffreir approach within mi hundred and 

been taken by the Cams, thc'SenAte, oi f a 
irmed ten legion*, 3,000 horse, and 42,000 Ctffrt ; 
a force which the city could not have sent forth under Augi^tusJ ^Liyy, 
vii, 25). .This declaration may puzzle ass a»liqwur^^B4^t#yh^earlj 
explained by Montesquieu. , ‘ Ttij ' 

9 Machdavel has explained, at least as a philosopher* tbe^bKgm of 
Florence* which insensibly descended, for the benefit of trade, frdtp' 
ftMgjKgypS^ssutae to the .of the Arno, (IstifrU.PlorcnU^tppo* . 
hjHMte, Londra, 17^7). .Thc.TrjujHvirs sent a cchmy^ to FU)h 
re ^^P^' bnder 'Rhwius, fTacit. Anna!, i, 70), deserved the 
r«praBgyia& name of a JhurisAimg city. See Ciuver. ItaL Antiq. 
tom. I, p. Sot; AC. 


■fit* 
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eighty mnWofRome;a^aS^ c; 

tlu; dang^whu^ A ||i^ i ibffi'c^])M, ? .Viiith the ^ 
new ]>eril£.to which they were exposed. — .Alftric 
was a Christian and a soldier, the leader of a.die^ 
eiplitf&f army ; who understood the laws of war, 
who respected the sanctity' of treaties, and who 
had familiarly coa^e^ed wth tfc^ subiects of the 


^^/the religion , and even the 

civilized nations of the South. The fierceness of 

reduce threal - 

a heap of stones and ashes, arid to sacrifice *the 
most illusf^ioiis pf the Roman senators, on the 
altars were appe ased hy hu~ 

have recotfciISSpn 

jdaved the itienrnhle madness of religious fpctipm 
The oppressed votaries of Jupiter and Sf«6Bi*$y 


respecte 


a^T tffcgH 


cable enemy ef Rome, the 
s pogap ; loudly declared, 
apprehensive of the sacri- 
tKj?lafeft «M|a g aisas ; and se- 
a$Pl|iP|^|r country, 

Mm 


adversaries. 


*' Vt&’tiMfc Jupiter of Raduggysus, who" worshipped Vo- 

4ca, was Vary different from me Olympic or Capitnllne The 

Accommodating tamper of polytheism might unite those various and 
deftie£; but the genuine Homans abhorred t\o • :ui <-aeri fiat* 
and Germany. 




Defeat and ported onljy fef tBejjuitiority of St. Andjfcgsfjp; 

STS" pr^ 

ITcho y su * >dpy 

a . d. 406. fc^^rfrom their walls, the banners of Ikiiicho, 

Who advanced, with his united force, to the 
relief of the faithful city ; and who soon marked 
that fetal spot for thegraye of the barbarian host. 

titKjhciled, without offering much violence to 
their respective testimonies. Orosius and Au- 
gustin, who were intimateb^^^ ^^^^^fend- 


fnah. 1 * They strictly exclude eveiy 
idea of ehance, or even of bloodied ; and posi- 
tively affirm^ that the . 

tress of the ba^ri^ildW^p^^^g^nthe sharp 
and barred ^3|gfe of the hills Of Faesuke, which 
rise above the city of Florence. Their extrava- 
§pftt OMCr^^.diat not a single soldier 
Christian army was killed, or even wo undet^ t^ay 

* * « . . * i" »* < ‘f / * 

“ ■, 5^^ ■ 

* Paulmus (in Vit. Ambms. e._ 50} gates' this ^hfcli ho 

received from the mouth of P^n^op^hersclf, a religious matron of 
* ioreure. Yet the archbishop soot* ; ceased to take an in the 

Q ^ t ^° worid * and J^ex heeamc; a popular saint. 

de Civitat* V* 83r Orosius £ Tii, c. 37, p. 5C7- 
frhmda wrote Eft Africa, ten or twelve year a after the 
authority iA implicitly fbJldw*d by Isidore of Seville, 
(m ChrcHV edit. Grot.). How many interesting facts might - 
Oroeius have inserted Id the vacant space which is dc\otcd to pious 
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be dismissed frith eohfcfKript; Bpt the rest of ctf 4|ri 
the narrdRreofAttgftstin andOrdsiiisiSo&flsistent , ***“ 
with the sta|e of the war, and the character of 
StilicJiO. Conscious that he commanded tfe last 
arm j of the republic, his prudence would net 
expose it, in the open field* to the headstrong fury 
of the Germans.^ Thg methed of surrounding the 
enemy witlKstcpiig nhesof circuiiwulation, which 
te|;iiad tWiCe employed against theGothicSungi 
was repeated on a larger scale, and with more 
considerable effect. The examples of Caesar must 

Roman? 'wdrriors ; and the fortificaliona-of Dyr- 
rachium, which connected t w e n ty-focrir Castles, By 
a perpetual ditch and rampart of fifteen miles, 
of an intrencliment which 

less degenerate from the industry, dnafifromthc 
valour, of their ancestors ; and if the servile and 

i, • ^ im , r - 4 

laborious work offended the pride of the soldiers, 
Tuscany x^Edl suppIy many thousand peasants, 
who would labour, though, perhaps, they would 
n&t fight, for the salvation of their native coun- 
try. The imprisoned mulfatude of horses and 

^ 1 Franguntur montes, planumqtie pcr ardua Ccesar ** , . 

-* *** Ducit opus t pandit fossas, turritaque sum mis 

’ ' EHsponit castella jugis, magnoqufe recessu 
% {Amplexus fines ; saltus nemorosaqtie tesqua 
‘ Et silvas, vastaque feras indagine claudit. 

Yet the simplicity of truth (Cesar, de Beil. Civ, in, 44) is fW greater 
than the amplifications of Lucan, (Pharsal. 1. vi, 29-63). 


afforded 

• V®v 




^ > 


BEClYjTE fe>’ FALL 

gradually destroyed t>y laminefatetb^r 

t£&tr.'-hv the swnrrf- w *U a -jLy 


i%y the sword; but the Romanswere ex- 
ied, durin^thfe. OTh^ress of such an extensive 
^ or **L • of' an impatM rV 

B»5E£itt ‘ -"f! 


oj»?s^ne 

^ppjaredpitate them 

w^Stilicho ; the general might sometimes indulge 
the ardour of his brave auxiliaries, who eagerly 
pressed to assaul t the camp of the Germans ; and 

BE and thf Chronicles of^re^^S 
Sfarcelljpas. 1 A seasonable supply of men and 
provisions had been introduee^^^jy|4^|^ls of 
Florence 



the ; loss of his 
P warriors, was reduced to confide either in 
the faith of a capitulation, or ^ of 

Stilicho- __ .7" 

who was 

triuirifjh aFmm Had of CUrSt&iity ; and the; 

dPiiis execution was sufficient to 

* The J tlCt0nral nI P«*"'»n* of Orosiue, « Ih arido etiBperb Itthrrtis 
** JU *° 1 “ u,,um * c iwvnnn verticem are not yeiyiuitilhle i u 

*' ,p of a great army. ButFaaote, only tjwtjjhiri' from 

Florence, might afford space for «W»**ad-ffnnrtcrsof8aiijml«iis, mid 
would be comprehended within the &eirit of the Homan line*. 
r.*a$fe,??* imu *’ L v > P- ^ tte- Oironicfei of Viuaper and 

. 3 — Bfc; l ru " ^P” 1 Ph0 ‘ ium - r- I80)"itse« an ciprcs-im,., 

(fl>"*TO^«.)».wh«eh would denote a strict and friendly alliance, and 
re.'oer cfiminaL The ftmUbpcr dt tenlu*. deiruie* 

i.“£ericctus v of Ofouuif is sufficiently odjous. 


% 
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' - - - r.' ^ ^ r *• 


deliberate cruelty. 11 .^The 


Germans, CM4& 


who esc^^theliir^ oiw£: auxiBai^^ere sold_”T, 
as slaves* at the contemptible price of asmany 
single pieces of gold : but the difference of food 
ana climate swept away great numbers of those 
unhappy strangers ; and it was observed that the 
inhuman purchase|%j^t^||^^|j)ing the fruits 
of their labour, we|£;sopi^ provide the 

ey^xe^pa^r' 'it^temiehe. S$icho. ipfOTmgd 
tTC-tinperor and the senate of his success tmd 
deserved, a second time, the glorious title of ' 
Dfeliverer^ of *r3|gte - . * ^ 

of p^^ctory, aiidrmpre especially The re - 

<i£ v* • l ' \ ' i ■•’ r ■* * -V , ’ X mainder 

or tlu; miracle, has encouraged a vain^persuasiou the o«r. 
that the whole army, or rather natu^, b *“£*<?* 


*r : PX ! ■■ i * , : * -V * : yt mender of 

or tlie miracle, has encouraged a vmn^p^ua^ioij the Ger- 
that the whole army, or rather natu$;**o£ 
mans, who migrated from the shores of the Baltic, A - d- 
miserab^f ;^^g^^nder the.walls of Florence. 

Sireh fafo himself, 

of his bmve^ffiid faithfu^;^h^3Sfefi^^«inl of 
more than one-third of the various multitude of 
/Suevo and Vandals, of Alani and Burgundisftfy * 
who adhered to the standard of their general. 11 
The uiiibj^l^^liah^riny might excite our sur- 

* Cnljl^-'pioTisfy inhuman, sacrifice* the king and people, A gag 
zttd the A male kites, wlthouta syraptoinO* compassion. The bloody 

%Ctor w less detestable than the ettat , 

• And^Claudian’s muse, was she asleep^hadabe been ni paid? 

Methinks the seventh consulship of (A. D. 407) wp& 

havefu crushed the subject of a noble po£m. Before it waat^jag^ped 
that the state could no longer be saved, Stiljcbo (after npflj pfiB^ Ca 
milium, and Marius) might have been worthily sumatned fh* fourth'* 
founder of Rome " ' " ' • *>■ 

luminous passage ofPrcsper’s Chronicle, ** In trig partes, per 
dipersm principest divisux exercitu*,'' reduces the miracle of Florence, 

and connects the history of Itajy, Gaul, and Germany. * 
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the causes of separation ara obvious 
gM iorcible ; the pride of birth, the ihsbh&ceof 
flFour, the jealousy of command, the impatience 
of subordip^ion^aattjtbj^, obstinate conflict of 
opinions, Of interests, and of passiohs, amongl® 
niapy kings and warriors, who were untaught to 
yield, or to obey. After the defeat oifRada- 
gaisus, two parts of the German host, which must 
have exceeded the number of one hundred thou- 
sand men, still ^ejpain^iia arms* between the 

It rs uncertain whether tlf^at- 
tempted to revenge the death of their general ; 
but their irregular fury was soon diverted by the 
prudence and firmness of St 



- . of Rome and Italy as 

object of his care ; and who sacrificed, 
with too much indifference, the wealth and tran- 
quillity of the distant pro vin cdj&e, barba- 

rians acquired, ^rom the junction of dome Panno- 
nian deserters, jthe knowledge of the country, and 
qf the roads ; £hd the invasion of Gaul, which 
Alaric had designed, was executed by the remains 
of the grettt army of Radagaisus/ 


* Orosius and .Terom positively charge him with :4fee in- 

vasion* <* Excitatae a Stilichone gente^; 4c. They 
directly. He saved Italy at the exp — * 


treaty. Me savea a taiy at me expended Gaul. A - 

r The count de Buat is satisfied, diat the Germims Whojpvaded 
Gaul were the two- third* thaiyct remained of the army of ftadagaisus. 
t Histoire Ancienne Wi Peuples de FEurope, tom* vii, p. $7,^ 
177?) j an elaborate work, which 1 had not the advan- 
f till the year 1777. M early as 1771, 1 find the same 
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Yet if they expected to derive apy assistance 
from tlie tribes of Germany, who inhabited the 
hanks of 'the Rhine, their hopes were disap- 
pointed. The-Aicmanni preserved a state of jp. 
active neutrality ; and the Franks distinguisbed- 
their zeal and courage in the defence of the em- 

P h^ h ^ 1 1{hine ’ 

StUicb^.;^^l^ applied ihimselC Pi feh p fttn) i ? r 
attention, -id secure the alliance of the' Warlike 
1* ranks, and to remove the irreconcilable ene- 
mies of peace an# o&tbe rnpsMjg. Marcomir; 
oneoftho^MigSiV^ fmblidy Convicted, before 
the tribunal of the Roman TiiagistratCjof violating 
the faith of treaties. He was sentenced ho a 
mild, but distant, exile, in the province of Tus- 

the regal dignity 

subjects, th^^^mmsl]^ tur- 
bulent Suimo, who attempted <4o Revenge his. 
brother ; and maintained a diitifnl allegianop to 
the princes, who were established on the throne 
by the d^elof Stdieho.' Wfapn the limits of 

idea expressed in a rough draught ef the present History. I have since 
observed a similar # intimation in Masco®, (viii, IS). Such agreement, 
without mutual communication, may weigh, to our common 

sentiment. ’ - 

* - ♦ — ■ ■ Provincia missos " ' ). ' * » ‘ > 

ExpeUet citiii* fasces, quam Francia reges 
Qnos dederis. >' " *: ; . 

Claudito (i Cons. Stil. hi, 235, &c.) is cle^r and satisf3act^^l*hese^ 
kings: of France are unknown to Gregory of Tours; but tfce author" 
Gesta F ? ancorum mentions both Sunno and Marcomir, and 
names- the latter as the father of Pharamond, (in tom. ii, p. 543 ). 
He seems to write, from good materials, which he did not understand. 
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Gankand Germany were shaken by .the northerd 
e mi gration, the Franks bravely encountered the 
pngle force of tkeFandals ; who, regardless, of 
the lessons pf adyfirsitj^^djngain separated their 
troops from thc\ stahdinjd^-^-then .buibarian 
agies.. They paid the penalty rashness ; 

add twenty thousand Vandals, with tlieir king 
Godigisclus, were slain in the field of battle. 
The whole people must have been extirpated^ 


i^fer?compelled to relinquish the unequal con-* 
test. The victorious 

' without opfiositibn, 

tne 'defenceless provinces of Gaul. This me- 
morable passage of the Suevi, tjiy Vandal^ . the 
Alani, ancf the Burgundians*. ^ ^0 00' afttav 
wards fall ■ ' 

;. .aaajtbe fjaeriers which had so long, 
separated th%fg»age and the civilized nations 
Of thd earth, were from that fatal moment 
levelled vtith the ground. 4 * "" i 

^ t ” , * - <’.Y t 1 1*/, f -■* 

ofGaut° n While the peace of Germany, was secured by 
a. d. ioi, the attachment of the Franks, and the neutrality 
of the Alemanni, thC^^ts of Rome; uncon- 

-i t J& . ‘ r 

units, (I. vi, p. 3 j 3>; Orosius, (L vii t c* 40, j)> 576), and* 
Gregory of Tours (I. ii, c. 9, p. 165, in the second 
varane W tBe Historians of France) has preserved a valuable fragment 
of Renatus Trrtfuturus Frigerkhis, whose three names denote a Chris- 
tian, a Roman subject, and a semi-barbarian. 
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scions of their approaching calamities, enjoyed cha&T 
the state of quiet and prosperity, which had sel- 
dom blessed the frontiers of Gaul. Their flocks 
and herds were permitted to graze in the pastures 
of the barbarians ; their huntsmen penetrated, 
without fear or danger, into the darkest recesses of 
the Hercynian wood . 11 The banks of the Rhine 
were crowned, like those qf the Tiber, with ele- 
gant houses, and ifrelf cultivated farms ; and if a 
poet descended the river, he might express his 
doubt, on which side was situated the territory of 
the Romans/ This^cene of peace and plenty 
was suddenly ch^gfclfinto a desert ; and the pro- 
srpefct of the smoking ruins could alone disfihgi&it 
the solitude of nature from the desolation of hiatr. 

The flourishing city of Mentz was surprised and 
destroyed ; and many thousand Christians were 
inhumanly ma&acr^d in Worms 

perished after Ang and ; ^Stras- 

burgh, Spires, Rheims, Tournay, Arras, Amiens; 
experienced the cruel oppression of the Gerfelfe 
yoke; and the consuming flames of war spread 
from the banks of the Rhine over the greatest part 
of the seventeen provinces of Gaul. That rich 

u Claudian (i Cons. Sul. 1. i, 2f2I , L *i, iSG, describes the 
peace and prosperity of the Gallic fiontier. TheAbbd Dubois (Hist. 

Critique, Ac. tom. i, p. 174) would teaZjtBa , {£ nameless rivulet# 
the Ardennes), instead of Jlbis ; Hind expatiates on the danger qfthe 
Gallic cattle grazing beyond the Elbe, Foolish enough l 
geography, the Elbe, and the Hercynian, signify any rivet^Sr any ^ 
wood, in Germany. Claudian is not prepared for the strict flaps mtna* 

Uoo of our antiquaries. • * " 

* — — Geminasque viator * „ « 

Cum videat ripas, qii® rit Romans requit at. 
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CHAP, and extensive country, as far as the ocean, the 
xxx. jyp Sj aud the Pyrenees, was delivered to the 
barbarians, who drove before them, in a promis- 
cuous crowd, the bishop, the senator, and the 
virg in, laden with the spoils of their houses and 
altars. 1 The ecclesiastics, to whom we are in- 
debted for this vague description of the public 
calamities, embraced the opportunity of exhort- 
ing the Christians to repent of the sins which had 

P^rishpbla goods^of ^ "a and ^degfitful 
world. But as the Pelagian controversy, 2 which 
attempts to sound the abyss of grace and predesti- 
nation, soon became the serious employment of 
the Latin clefgx j, tj»g Proyidi8^wIrah <te- 

a train of 


pewnmetv sncn a tram oi 
moral ana natural evils, was rashly weighed in 
the imperfect and fallacious balance of reason. 
The crimes, and the misfortune^ of the suffer- 
ing people, were presumptuously compared with 
those of their and they arraigned the 
Divine JnatH?e,yvhich did hot exempt from the 
common destruction the feeble, the guiltless, the 
infant jgortion , of the human species. These idle 

‘f Jerom. tom. i, p. 93. See in the 1st voh of the Historians of 
France, p. 777, 782, the proper extracts from the Carmen de Provi- 
denti& Divina, and Salviaru The anonymous poet was a cap- 

tive, with his bishop and feUow-citiren*. 

* The Pelagian doctrine, which wa* first agitated/uB* 405, was 
^condemned, in the space ..of - teuyears, at Romeand Carthage. t St* 
jjgggtatln fought and couriered s but the Greek church was favour- 
adversaries ; and (what is singular enough) the people did 
part in a dispute which they could not understand. 




cfisputan 


agift *-'<-**» • 
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na- chap. 

ture, whidb have connected peace with innocence, xxx* 
plenty JjWOi and safety with valour. 

The ielfish policy 6f the court of Ra- 

venn^might recal the Palatine - legions for the 
protection of Italy ; theretnaips of the stationary 
troops might be iduqp task ; and 


the 


Jerate and regular stipend. But the provinces 
of Gaul were filled with a numerous race of 


o, Jit 'the defence of 


they fiatl dared to die, would; have'd^r^. w 
vanquish. The knowledge of their native couii- 
!*y.![2SM|ar^| bledtheDa to oppose continual 


'define 


in arms as wdFas m cfisi 


*ians, 


tlie cfiify 

pretence which excuses the submission of a po- 
pulous country to the inferior numbers of a Ve- 
teran , a W0 : ^ France was invaded by 

Charles "x, a prisoner. How 

toany da^r PijtS'Might Be distant from the fron- 
tier?... /‘ Perhaps /tedpe,/ Iptf th ey .will be days 
f ‘ °f ‘battle.” • Such gallantanswer 

#hich'checked the arrogance ;W that ambitiofcB 
prince* The subjects of Honorius, and of 
Francis I, were animated by a very different 
spirit ; and in less than two years, the divided 

* See the Memoires de Guillaume do BeHay, 1. vi. In French, the 
original reproof is less obvious, aud more pointed, from the doubts 
sense of the word jovrn-c, which alike signifies, a day’s travel, or a 
battle. 
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A. D. 407. . 


c hap. troops of the savages of the Baltic, whose num- 
hers, were they fairly stated, would appear con- 
temptible, advanced, without a combat, to the 
foot of the Ifyrenigan mountaips. 
theBritish I n ear ly part of the reign of Honorius, the 

army, vigilance of Stilicho had successfully guarded the 
remote island of Britain from her incessant ene- 
mies of the ocean, the mountains, and the Irish. 
coast. b But those restless barbarians could not 

-irr’-t rt-j 

when the waits am! stations tifthe 'pfSvIncfc Were 
stripped of the Roman troops. If any of the le- 
gionaries were permitted to return from the Ita- 
lian expedition, their faithful^g^rt of the court 
and character of Honorius to 

^ aim to exasperate 


tjre^aSHtibns temper of the British army. The 
spirit of revolt, which bad formerly disturbed the' 
age of Gallienus, was revived by the capricious 
violence of the soldiers ; arid djfe v -tmi®rtuhate;' 
perhaps the anibitidus, candidates, Who Wert' the 
objects of their choice, were the instruments, dfttT 
at length the victims, of their passion. 0 Marcus 

* Claudtan 0 Coris. Stil. L ii, 250). It is supposed, that the Scats, 
of Ireland invaded, by sea, the whole western coast of Britain : and 
some slight credit may be given even to Kennius and thelriefi tradi- 
tions, {Carte’s Hist, of England, vol i, p. 169. Whitafeer’^dJemint©’ > 
History of the Britons, p. 199). The sixty -six lives of- St, Patrick, 
which were extant in the ninth century, must have copi&ined as many 
thousand lies ; yet we may believe, that in one of these Irish inroads, 
tp* future apostle was led awaycaptive, (Usher. Antiquit. Eccies. Bri- 
and TiUemotit, Mem. Eccles. ton?, xvi, p. 456, 7 $2, 

c T$St British usurpers are taken from Zosimus, (1. vi, pt. 371r* : 
375); Oro*fc*Si {L vii, C. 40, p. 576, 577); Olympiodoros, (apud 
y ' . Pbotlunr, 
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was the fir$t whom they placed on the throne, as chm> 
the Iawlu| emperor of Britain^ and Of the West. 

/They violated, by the hasty murder of Marcus, 

' the oath of fidelity which they had imposed on 
themselves ; and their disapprobation of his man- 
ners may seem to inscribe an honourable epitaph 
on his tomb. GratiaiL waS - the next whom they 
adorned with the diadem aikfthe purple ; and, at 
the encl, of ifStuf riioh 1 h$, Grattan experienced the 
fate of his predecessor. The memory of the 
great Constantine, whom the British legions had 
given to the church and to the empire, suggested 

choice. They Constan- 

diseovered in the ranks a private soldier 1 of the knowing- 
name of Constantine, and their impetuous levity 
had already seated him on the throne, before Gaui, 
theyperceiyedii^incapacity to sustain the weight 
of that glorious appellation 4 Yet the authority 
of Constantine was less precarious and his go- 
vernment was more successful, than the transient 
reigns of Marcus and of Gratian. The danger 
of leaving his inactive troops in those camps, 
which had been twice polluted with blood and 
sedition, urged him to attempt the reduction of 
the western provinces. He landed at Boulogne 
with an inconsiderable force f mid after he had re- 
posed himself some days, he summohed the cities 


Phot jam, p. ISO, 181), the ecclesiastical historians, and the C|^?icles. 
The Latins are ignorant of Marcos. +..? L-sV 

4 Cum in Constantino tnconstaatiam . . . execrarentur, (Sidoniu? 
ApolKnaris, 1. v, epist. 9, p. 139, edit, secund- Sirmond.). Vet Si- 
donius might be tempted, by so fair a pun, to stigmatize a prince who 
had disgraced his grandfather. 

Q 3 
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accent 
^ hen- 
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of QaMf, which had escaped the yoke' of .the bar- 
to acknowledge their la#fM?so#:re%n. 
'They obeyed the summons withoutreluctanee. 
The negl^jSPI^lS^ef Rarehnafiad absol^ 

theli* acttial distress etiic 
ahy circumstances of change, 
sion, and, perhaps, with some degree of hope ; 
and they might flatter themselves, that the troops^ 
the authority,, of ® Roman 

emperor, f ^ _ 

tfie unhappy country from tlici^ge'of'tHe 
barbarians. The first successes of Constantine 
against the detached parties,, of the Germans, 
wore magnified by the voice ^iatolaUon into 




the enemy soon reduced 
teir just value. I lis negotiations procured a 
short and precarious truce ; and if some tribes of 
the barbarians were engaged, fey tfefo itot ^bty of 
his gifts and promise, to under£ate the defence 
of the Rhine, Expensive and uncertain trea- 

ties, instead of restoring the pristine vigour of the 
Gallic frontier, served only to disgrace the ma- 
jesty of the prince, and to exhaust what yet re- 
mained of the treasures of the republic: ®|ftted 
however with this imaginary hiidi^h^rin 
deliverer of Gaul advanced into thep^mces of 
the South, to encountera Chore pressing and per- 
'sonal danger. Sarus the Goth was ordered to 
fay the head of the rebel at the feet of the em- ‘ 
peror Honorius ; and the forces of Britain and 
Italy were unworthily consumed in this domestic 
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quarrel. After the loss uf his twDferavest gene- ca£|£ 
rals, Justinian and Nevigastes,the former of , ^ 

whom was slain in the held of battle* the .latter 
in a peaceful but treacherous interview, Constan- 
tine fortified himself within the walls of Vienna. 

The place was ineffectually attacked seven days; 


and the imperial army, supported, in a precipi- 
tate retreat, the ignominy of purchasipg a secure 
passage from the freebooters and outlaws of the 
Alps." Those mountains now separated .Jb© 
dominions of two rival monarchs : and the for- 


tifications of the dpuble frontier w ere guarded 
by the troops of the^mjdrcp^bose arms would 
have been more usefully employed to ■] 
the Roman limits against .the 
Germany and Scythia. 


On thp the Pyrenees, the ambition of Hejcduce* 

of danger; but his throne^p^agiip established by 
the conquest, or rather submission, of Spain; 
which yielded to the influence of regular amym- 
bitual subordination, and received the laws and 
magistrates of the Gallic prefecture. The only 
opposition which was made to the authority of 
Constantine, proceeded not so much from the 
powers of government* or thespirit of the people, 
as from the private zeal and interest of the family 
of Theodosius. Four brothers' had obtaaied, 


* Bagaudce is the name which Zosimus applies to thgt00fmb^ps 
Ahey deserved a less odious character, <»ee Dubois, Hist. Critique, 
tom. i, p. 203, and this History, vol. ii, p. 121). We shall hear of 
them again. 

f Veriniam», Didymus, Theodosius, and Lagodius, who, in mo- 
dern courts, would he styled princes of the blood, were not distin- 
guished by any rank or privileges above the rest of their fellow subjects. 
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by thefavour of their kinstnan, the deceased em- 
Jll fft. per® r > an honourable rank, and ample possessions, 
in: their native country : and the grateful youths 
resolved to risk those advantages in the sen ice of 
his spa, 5 After an unsuccessful effort to maintain 
the® 1 ground at the head Of -the stationary troops 
of Lusitania, they retired to their estates ; where 
they armed and levied, at their own expence, a 
considerable body of slaves and dependants, and 
boldly nnlrched to occupy^ the strong posts of the 

tidanlarmed find perplexed the sovereign of Gaul 
attd Britain ; and he was compelled to negotiate 
with some troops of barbarian auxiliaries, for the 
service of the Spanish war. They were distin- 

rohonaa^yS-'a name 
tded them of their fidelity 
lawful sovereign ; and if it should can- 
didly be allowed that the Scots were influenced ' 
by any partial affection^for a British^, prince, the 
Moors and the Marcomanni could be tempted 
only by the profuseliberalityof the usurper, who 
distributed among the barbarians the military, 
and even the civil, honours of Spain. The nine 
bands, of Homrians, which may be easily traced 
on the establishment of the western empire, 
could not exceed the number of five thousand 
men ; yet this inconsiderable force was sufficient 

>* These Ilonoriani , or IJtmorucci, consisted of two bands of Scots, 
or Altacotti, two of Moors, two of Marcomanni, the Victores, the 
Atffcarit, and the Gallicani, (Notitia Imperii, sect, xatxviii, edit. Lab.). 
They were part of the sixty -five AuxiUa Palaima, and are properly 
styled, (9 rwmvXtt by Zosimw, (L vi, p. 374). 
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to terminate a war, which had threatened the Ci* Af*. 
power and safety of Constantine. The rustic army 
of the Theodosian family was surrounded and 
destroyed in the Pyrenees; two of the brothershad 
the good fortune to escape by sea ip Italy, or the 
East ; the other two, after an interval of suspense, 
were executed at Arles; if Tlonorius could 
remain insensible. of tlie pubfiedisgrace, he might 
perhaps ntis|brtones 

of his generous kinsmen. Sneh were thefeebte 
arms which decided the possession of the western 
provinces of Europe, from thejwalls of Antoninus 
to the columns of Hercules. -iPhe events of peace 
and war have undoubtedly been diminishe4J^#P 
narrow and imperfect view of the histori&nsOfiM 
times, who M ere equally ignorant of the causes, 
and of the effects, of the most important revolu- 
tions* 



government ; and the revenue of exhausted pro- 
vinces could no longer purchase the military ser- 
vice of a discontented and pusillanimous people* 

The poet* whose flattery has ascribed to the Negotia- 
Homan eagle the victories of Pollentia and Ve- Aianc and 
rona, pursues the hasty retreat of Alaric, from 
the confines of Italy, vtdth abound train of ima* m • 
ginarjgspectres, such as might hover ever an army 
of barbarians* which was almost exterminated 
war, famine, and diseased In the cot^^ Of 


. Comitatur euntem 


Pallor, et atra fames ; et saucia livid us ora 
puetus ; et Inferm stridentes agmine morbl. 

Claudiaa in vi f Cons. IIou. 321, 
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this unfortunate expedition, the king of the Goths 
mnst imleed have sustained a considerable loss ; 
and his harassed, forces required an interval of 
repose torecruit then - numbers, and revive their 
confide^, i^dversi^. |Bd exercised, and dis- 
played, the genius of Alaric ;and the fame of his 
valour invited to the Gothic standard the bravest 
of the barbarian warriors; who, from the Euxine 
to the Rhine, were agitated by the desire of 
rapine and conquest: HEehaddeserved the esteem, 
and lie of Stilicho 

himself- -Renouncing the service of the emperor 
of the East, Alaric concluded, with the court of 
Ravenna, a treaty of peace and alliance, by which 
lie was declared master-gen eiai^y^^^^an 

irding to the true and 
its, by the minister of HQnorius.* The 
execution of the ambitious design, which , was 
either stipulated, or implied, Jp ##a#^ides of 
the treaty, ap|>ears to have been suspended by the 
formidable irruption of Radagaisus ; and the 
neutrality of the Gothic king may perhaps be 
compared to the indifference of Caesar, who, in 
Catiline, refused either toassiist, 
or to oppose, the enemy of the republic. 
the defeat of the Vandals, Stilicho resulted his 
pretensions to the provincesof the East; appointed 
civil magistrates for the administration of justice, 

* - . ' . . * 

These dark transactions are investigated by the Count de Buat, 
ftffe^desPeupIes de 1’Etirope, tom. vii, c. iii-yiii t p. 69-20d), whose 
: a borkni* accuracy may sometimes fatigue a superficial reader. 
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»hd of the^anceS ; anddec|ar<jd Iris impatience 
to lead to|Sfe gate^^<%^fsatuio|»l^. the united 
armies 7©frthes|l<#n*iJ^ and of the Gottis. The 
prudenefe, however, of Stilicho, his aversion to civil 
war,and his perfect knowledge of the weakness 


of the state, may countenance the suspicion, that 


domestic peace, 
was the object 


;f{»reign conquest. 



®*fistaneefr&m Itafy. This design could hot 


escape the penetration of the Gothic king, who 
continued to hold a dou btfuL and perhaps a 
treacherous.COfirespbndenc^wfhithe rival cojirts ; 
who protracted, like a 
languid operations in 
who soon returned to claim the extravagant 
reward of his ineffectual services. From his camp 
near dCmona,* on theUeonftqes of Italy, he 
transmitted, to the emp^pr 6f the West, a long 
account of promises, of expences,and of demands; 
called for immediate satisfaction, and clearly 
intimated the consequences of a refusal. Yet 
if his conduct was hostile, his language was 
decent and dutiful. He humbly professed him- 
self the friend of Stilicho, and the soldier of 
Honorius ; offered his person and his troops to 
inarch, without delay, against the' Usurper of 
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* See Zosimus, L v, p. 334, 335. He interrupts his r- 

rative, in relate the fable of JEmona, and of the ship Argo ; which wa* 
drawn over land from that place to the Hadriatic. Soaomen, (V viiiT 
c. L ix, e. 4), and Socrates, Q.^rix t c. 10), cast a pale and doubtful 
light ; and Orosius Q* vii, c. SO, p. 572} is abominably partial. 
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c najv solicited, as a permanent retreat for 

“ the Gothic: nation, the possession of some vacant 
province of the western empire. 

transactions of two 


the^Roman TilC political &H 

senate!” 18 ” statesmen, 1 wto each other 

.a. ». 408. an ^j t jj e wprld,' mus t for ever hayeifeen concealed 
in the impenetrable darkness of the cabinet, if the 
debates of a popular assembly had not thrown 
some rays of light on the correspondence of AJaric 
and Stilicho. The some arti- 
ficial simpo ffij far ;a 

pipeipfe, not of moderation, but of weakness; 
was ^educed to negotiate with its own subjects, 
had insensibly revivedthe authority of the Roman 
senate; and the minuter of Hoi^^rjupeej^ully 
consul) ul il Ilf JrttfBliito conned of the republic. 



ie senate in the palace of the 
Caesars; represented, in a studied oration, the 
actual state of affairs ; proposed thp demands of 
the Gothic king, and .sufan^ 

^deration the 

senators, as if they had been suddenly awakened 
from a dream of four hundred years, appeared 
on this important occasion to be inspired by the 
courage* rather than by the wisdom, of their pre- 
decessors. They loudly declared, in regular 
speeches, or in tumultuary acclamations, that it 
was unworthy of the majesty of Rome, to purchase 
a precarious and disgraceful truce from a bar- 
barian king ; and that, in the judgment of a 
magnanimous people, the chance of ruin was 
always preferable to the certainty of dishonour. 



<td*V HE ROMAN EMPIRE. 

The minS||iy who£§ were 

seconded.^SSy by the voices of afew servile and 
venal followers; attempted to allay the general 
fermehtj fey aif apology for his own conduct, and 
even for the demands of the Gothic prince. “The 
“ payment of a subsidy, which had excited the 
“ indignation of ^the^^ not (such 

“ T^ftsom, extorted by the menaces of a 
“ enemy. Alaric had faithfully asserted the just 
“ pretensions of the ^the provinces 

“which were Usurped by the Greeks of Gdp- 
“ sfantinople : he modestly required 
“ stipulated recompence of his service^/ &nd if h e 
“ had desisted from the prosecution of his enter- 
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u prise, hfc^ii^d obeyed^ in his retreat, the 
“ peremptory, though pfevafe; letters of tlie 
“ emperor himself/ Thfeise con^di&t'dfjr Orders 
« (lu* would not dissemble the errors of his own 
“Tamily) had been procured by the ihterefeifciSfc 
“ of Serena. The tender piety of his wife h ad been 
“ too deeply affefcted by the discord of the royal 
w brothers, the sons of her adopted father ; and 
“ the sentiments Of nature had too easily prevailed 
u over the stern dictates bf/the fiublic welfare/* 
These-ostensible reasons, which faffitlf disguise 
the obscure intrigues of the palace of 
were supported by the authority of StilicliPP&d 
obtained, after a warm debate, the retoctant" 
approbation of the senate. The tumult of virtu t- 
and freedom subsided; and the sum oi four thou- 
sand pounds of gold was granted, under the wmm 





ml nKCLlNE AND PAW, 

7, to secure the peaeC 

- .isih^ltetcthe friendship of thekin|#A^liS. 

>' iSitapadios, of the moist ilih^feus 

mernbers o^ persisted' i^1 

disseatj 

fi-not'a treaty of peace'rbiifft^S^i^^*' aAd 
escaped the danger of such boldbppOsifrdn by 
immediately retiring to the sanctuary of a Chris- 
tian church. 

intgues But there ^^^a^^j^^d^t s end; 

his approaching disgrace. The geherous 
Boldness of Lampadius had been applauded ; and 
the senate, so patently resigned to a long servi- 

e,re ^ ted ^^^ Si 

^prerogatives of the Roman 
perns, were exasperated by the partial affection 
of Stilicho for the barbarians : and the 
imputed to the mischievous] 
the public n i iil/l m| (&*£&£& 

conseqtlms^:>i^i^ifift^t• own degeneracy. Yet 
Stilicho might have continued to brave the cla>- 
mows of the people, and even of the soldiers ,* if 
he could have maintained his dominion over the 
feeble mind of his pupil. But the respectful 
attachment of Honorius was (fonverted jnSdiear, 
suspicion, and liatred. The craftyOlympius® 


".i* Zodttius, 1. V. p. 3S». 33ft,* Be reptata-llte^^of Lam ptjio. , 
«*Uicy w€re spoke in Latins—" Non est ista jsp^'sed pactio ^ervitutis,” 
Jtfrti tjfefen translates them into Greek for the benefit of his readers. 

m ffe ewhe from the coast of the Euxine.W exercised a splendid 
office, XKftwfmt 5* ff* n 0mf&wte m%ivftiy*{. His actio psj us tjfy 

his 


OK THE BOMAN EMPIBE. W& 

who concealed his vices under . the mask of chSw 
C hristian piety, had , secretly undermined the i 3txjc . 
benefactor, by whose favour he was promoted to 
the honourable offices of the imperial palace. 
Olympius revealed to the unsuspecting emperor, 
who had attained the twenty-fifth year of his age, 
that he was without weight, or authority, in his 
own government ; and artfully alarmed his timid 
and indolent disposition by a lively picture of the 
designs of Stilicho, who already meditated the 
death of his sovereign, with the ambitious hope 

Eucharius, t .fay-fab 

new favourite, to assume the tone of n y feftei&i o df 
dignity; and the minister was ®tohished te findj 
that secret resolutions were formed in the court 
and counciJ, which were renugnant to his interest, 
or to h» intentions. in the 

palace of Home, Honbritededared, that hTWas 
his pleasure to return to the secure fortress of 
Ravenna. On the first intelligence ofthe de*£h 
of his brother Arcadius, he prepared to visit 
Constantinople, and to regulate, with the author- 
ity of a guardian, the provinces of the infant 
Theodosius”, The representation of the diffi- 

- • i-.,* 'i-. 


hi » character, which Zosimus (L v, p. 340) expose* with visjbfel»tiiifi«> 
tlon. Augustin revered the piety of Olympias, whom he style* zt true 
son of the churcif, (Baron i us, Annal. Eccles. A. D. 4 08, 

Tiilemont, Mem. Eccles. tom. xiii, p. 467, 468> But theaa^pises, 
which the African saint soun worthily bestows, might proceed, a* weir* 
from ignorance, as from adulation. 

“ Zosimus, 1. v, p. 338, 33^. Sozomen, 1. ix, c. 4w Stilicho of- 
fered to undertake the journey to Constantinople, that he might di- 
vert Honorius from the vain attempt. The eastern empire would not 
have obeyed, and could not have been conquered. 


m 
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Afhs decline and fall 

Cft Ag. cutty and expence of such a distant expedition, 
decked this strange and sudden sally of active 
* - diligence ; but the dangerous project of shewing 
the emperor to the camp of Pavia, which was 
composed of the Homan troops, the enemies of 
Stilieho, and his barbarian auxiliaries, remained 
fixed and unalterable. The minister was pressed, 
by the advice of his confident Justinian, a Roman 
advocate, of a lively and penetrating genius, to 
oppose a journey so prejudicial to his reputation 
and safety, His strenuous, but ineffectual, efforts 
confirmed the triumph of Olympius ; and the 
prudent lawyer withdrew himself from the im- 
pending ruin of his patron. 

fnddeat* ^ ie passageofihe emperor through Bologna, 

of stuicho, ,#arekdte<S -tod appeased 

23 ?’ policy of Stilieho ; who announced 

his instructions todecimatetheguilty, and ascribed 
to his own intercession the merit of their pardon. 
After this tumult, Honorms Embraced, for the 
last time, the now considered 

as a tyrant, and proceeded on his way to the 
camp of Pavia; where he was received by the 
loyal acclamations of the troops who were as- 
sembled for the service of the Gallic war. On 
the morning of the fourth day, he pronounced, 
as he had been taught, a military oration* in the 
presence of the soldiers, whom the charitable' 

* visits, and artful discourses, of Olympius had 
prepared to execute irflark and bloody conspiracy. 
At the first signal, they massacred the friends of 
Stilieho, the most illustrious officers of the cm- 



, anti ***• 

infan^^jt^pi^fcrer tlic offices ; thfe-^iegtpr, 
the fe$$ore&f «Hd the count of the domestics. 
Ah^^ves were lost ; many houses were plundef- 

Ming ern- 

ouii ^ ^ -rejpB(wifw>| 

fifihisfavourite ; condemned the memory & 
slain; and solemnly approved the. innocence and 

licence of the 
hd of Stflieho- ij i U i 
jtp^ahd gloomy apprehensions ; . andh&t&tfejMlI 
summoned, in the camp of Bologna, i'trentfcctf of 
the confederate leaders, who were attached to his 
mygdved in his ruin. The 

, V for 

jj ••■ Tor fev«&ge 

X--,.. wont’s delay, under the banners rf a heroj wtibm 
v . they had so often followed to victory ; tosorprig^ 

'<•’ the guilty Olympius, and 

hisdege&ctahr Romans ; and perhaps to fix the 
diademou- the head of their injured general. 

Instead of executing a resolution, which might 
V -^ ve been justified % h|Kd|^p^)^>iettteted 

g|^Sg:tte 1 ^ a!s 

4^%/>f the faietrf the empei$r|, he distr 
o*u jparty; 

: of licentious barbarians, against the soldiers and 
pecpH itf The confederates, impatient of 

VOL. V. V u 
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■Z&C-? , 
■ ^ • 



i* ai. r. 



and doubtful delay* ha&til; 
ff^r a^d indignation. At the 


Sarus, i 


e ? .warrior, renowned i 
the barbariaifet}^it^j^^ibr.Jiih strength and va- 
lour, suddenlyfcva^^4^;^ifl^iofhis benefac- 
tar, plundered the baggage, g^jfc. A pipces the 
faithful Huns, who guarded his person,. - and 
penetrated to the tent, where the minister, pen- 
sive and sleepless, meditated on the dangers of his 
situation. ; wffii ^difficulty from 

a^genermis admonition to the cttifc's bf Italy, 

their gates against the barbarians, his 
confidence, or Ins despair, urged him to throw 
himself into Raven* 




tmiimon of Honorius, was 
'^SklGty informed, that liis ri\al had embraced, 
as a suppliant, the altaf of the Christian church. 
Th% base and cruel M 


was incapable 
afected tjO fshi^itsifli# than to violate, the pri- 
vilege of the sanctuary. Count Heraclian, with 
a troop of soldier?, appeared, at the dawn of day, 
behilfef^gttte? of the church of Ravenna. " 
bishop was satisfied, by a solemn oath, tha 
imperial mandate only 
the person of Stilicho : but, as soon as the un- 
fortunate minister ji§AJbeen temptepheyond the 
'h^y "threshold, he produced the truant for his . 
instant execution. Stilicho supported, with cahp 
resignation, the injurious names of traitor , and 


aero ta^Sfeure 
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followers^ho were readwto attenjot aa ineffec- *£$1 
tnai rosette ; anil, with a firmness not umi^tliy 
of tiielastofthe Roman generals, submitt^lijbis 
neck to the sword of Heraclian. 0 ' 

I he servile crowd of the palace, who had so His me- 
long adored the effected to ££*5?" 

insult his fall distant-connection 

with the W eat w: 

so lately been a title to wealth and 
studiously denied, and rigorously punished. . flis 
family, united by a tripl^gli^ce with the fa- 
mily of Theodosius, migfi^nyy the condition of 
the meanest peasant. The flight of 
cherius was intercepted; and 
innocent youth soon followed the divorce of 
Thenpaptia* who filled the place of her sister 

Lad remained a 

Stdiclio, who had escapeathe ipassacre at Pavia, 
were persecuted by the implacable reyCpj^p pf 
Olympius : and the most exquisite * enuswr 
was employed to extort the confession of a 
treasoftable and sacrilegious conspiracy. They 
died in silencer their firmness justified the 


• Zosimus (I* ▼» p. 33&-54fi) lw crtptrio&lyt thmigh not clearly, re- 
lated the disgrace and deilh ofSrilicIto. OTympieddnifc; C&i Phut. 

Orosius, (1* trii* c. 3N p. 571, 672); Suronien, (1. ix, c. 4), 
and lf$pstorgiu8, <L xi, c. 3; !. \ii, r. 2), afford sup;ilemerfisrfl>lbte. 

* ZodmBS, I. v, p, $ 83 * The marriage of a Christian ^IjW^Fwo 

siste-p, scandalizes Tiliemont, des EmperennwtOnv 657) ;» 

who expects, in vain, that Pope Innocent I should miVe done some- 
thing in the way, either of censure, or of dispensation. ' 

. sr . -» * <- r. 

R 2 


9 


*j£' '*• 
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[ perhaps absolved the bmdcf»B#£ of 

atrOa; and the despotic” poive^l'^faich 
ike hi&l^e^vithout a trial, and stigmatize 
his has no jurisdiction 

over ike . impartial ^.^0|terity / The 
services of Stilieho are great mid $£gifcst ; his 
crimes, as they are vaguely stated • ill. the. lan- 
guage of flattery and hatred, are obscure, at least, 
and improbable. About four months after his, 
death,, anedk&JB ^^ of 



by the public enemy / The minister, 
whose fame and fprtune depended^on the pro- 
sperity of thefitgt| 

rerona, and before 

Florence. His pretended design of 
placing the diadem on the head of hissnn Kwrhe - 
rius, could not have been 
parations or 

ther would nijt-jioirely nave left the future em- 
peror, till the twentieth year of his age, in the 

, friends are honourably mentioned, (Zosimus, L 
34^) i^5^ter, «£sl&f of the school of notaries, and the grt^t.el«ati^itin> 
lain Deuteri us. Stilieho had secured the h|d^^pp(jber ; i>b4 Jf it tnr- 
prisiug^, that, under a feeble priuce, th * ijffto to 

secure btftu , . fc - ^ ' ' *ii 

* Orosius (t vii, c. 39, p. &U K 5v8> seems to cc^y^«*e and fu- 
rious manifestoes, irhirh ir r i^itinpjrfrrrd Iti rni>|jfi . tMpjftflnrr 11 by 4*# 
jtew admbu.st ration. ~v 

.rS^feMhe Thealbsian Cod&jfr' ¥», tit. Jtvi r J^ Vj fc. tit- alii,l eg. 

is branded with the name of yMrswfb pk&licua, who em- 
plo^ne4h^ r w^aith r ad efeoot <btemd&m, Uxrlmicn^i 

yt \, ‘ ' 1 , 

# ■ • 
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tiumble g^^n of 
the relf^^ of SliftcfiV^hs arm 
malice of tils mat. Tlie seasonable, ani 
miraculous, deliverance was devoutly cef< 
by tlje applause of the clergy ; who asserted, that 
the restoration of idols, and the persecution of the 
church, would the 
rei 
e 1 

wRfchPfiis father had uniformly profesi 
zealously supported. 4 Serena had borrowed her 

of Vesta,' 

aidtWi?|>a^ilfe execrSe^TO^iSeinory of fj 
crilesdous minister, hy wlioso lorded 
books, the oracles of Rome, had been commit- 
ted to the flames. 1 The pride and power of 

An honour- 

men, appears to %&’ S^i^Bess 

of liis unworthy rival ; and it is the fast Kumifia- 
tion of the character of Ilonorius, that pbstenjpy 
has nbt condescended to reproach him With ms 

* yx &£'■■■:&* •« - * 

4 ApguetSn himself is satisfied with the effectual Jaws, which SH- 
Jrcho had enacted against heretic# and idolaters ; and which are still 
extant in the Code, fleoftly applies to jH^rtipius for their confirms* 
tion, (Baromus, «> v 1 

- * Zosimus, h v f p.&51. We , 

in dressing their statues with such awkward finer y. ’ ’ " ■ 

* See Rutilius Numatianus, (Itinerar. I* u, 41-60'), to 
gious enthusiasm has dictated some elegant and forcible fiH- 

eho likewise stripped the gold plates from the doors of thclapftof^ 
and read g prophetic sentence, Which was engraven ladder them, (Zo- 
fiimuvl. v, p. 352). These are foolish stories ; yet the charge of im> 
piety adds weighi and credit to the praise which Zosimus reluctantly 
fcestows, of his virtues. 

n 3 
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The poet 
Claudian. 


ratitude to the guardian of Ids yofitii, and 

v> A whose wealth 

Limes* our curiosity is excited fry the celebrated 
name of the poet Claudian, wind enjoyed, the 
favour of Stilicho, and was overwhelmed in the 
ruin of his patron. The titular offices of tribune 
and notary fixed his yank in the imperial court: 

0l ‘ 

.JjjrapB&for his marriage with a very rich heifess 
ofcthe province of Africa and the statue of 
Claudian, erected .in the forum of Trajan, was 
a monument of the taste and lib eralit y of the 



"Sriniina!, Claudian’ if as 
e enmity of a powerful and unfor- 
giving courtier, whom he had provoked hy 
the insolence of wit. He ha il jaom nared, -ih a 
lively epigram, the. i^gpoilfe 
pretoriau prefectsof Italy; he contrasts the 
innocent repose of a philosopher, who sometimes' 
resigned the hours of business to slumber, perhaps 

AjC, «|jP 

> At the mrptialN of Orpheus, (a modest comparison !), all the parts 
of animated nature contributed their aodUtbe gods 

themselves enriched their favourite. _ Ciaudi*at*d neither Jlocks, nor 
herds, nor vines, or olives. His wealthy briile was heiress to them 
all. But he carried to Africa, a recommendatory lot^r from Serena, 
his Juno, and was made happy, (Kpist, ad.$«*<$Jj|s^ 

- ^/*ClaBdian feels the honour pee a man who deserved it, (in praefat. 

The original inscription, on marble, was found at Borne, 
in the* fifteenth century, in the house of Pomponius L&tus. The sto- 
tne of* poet, far superior to Claudian, should have been erected, 
daring his lifetime, hy the men of letters, his countrymen, and con* 
temporaries. It was a noble design! 


rs 
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to stud££With of airapa- 

cious niihister, ind^tig^ljhi h*d&#j^firsuit- of 
unjustifor sacrilegious gain. “ How 
continues Claudian, “ how happy might 'It be 
“ for 'the people of Italy, if Mallius could be 
“ constantly awake, and if JHadrian would always 
“sleep!” 11 The radiM^hBr-MlBllius was not 


but the. iadiel "Vigilance of Hadrian -wat«b$4thc 
opportun ity of revenge, and easily obtain ed»'fTOm 
the enemies of Stilicho, the trifling sacrifice of 
an obnoxious peefa himself, 

faot^ty#*taring tBe tti»*aft of the reyoltirion ; 
and, consulting the dictates . of prnd^P^il^er 
than of honour, he addressed, in tfefiW of an 


CHAP. 

VXX- 


epistle, a suppliant and humble recantation to the 
. Hr. deplores, in mournful 
fatal which he had 

been liurriod by passihn and folly ; submits to the 



imitation of his adversary, the generous examples 
of the clemency of gods, of heroes, and of lions; 
and expresses his hope, that the magnanimity of 
Hadrian will not trample on a defenceless and 
contemptible foe, already humbled fay disgrace 


0 See Epigram *•. £ . - 

m Mallius mdolgfct somno noctesque diec^uei ^ ^ ^ 

Insonyiis t*karius sacra, profan a, rap it. ? •+***? 

Omnibus, hoc, ItahB gentcs, exjpoecite votis , 

Mallius ttt vigilet, dormiat ut Fhaxius. . 

Hadrian was a Pharian (of Alexandria). See his pubSptfe id Godc- 
froy, Cod. Theodos. torn* vi, p. 364. Mallius Aid not tlways sleep. 
He composed some elegant dialogues on the Greek systems of natural 
philosophy, (Claud, in Mall* Theodor# Cons* 61-112). 




and deeply woundeddjy. tb^exUe, 
ires, ancl tlie death of his flearest fnends. u 

of hk prayer, or 

but'ittte name of^l^toa a^jaii BQst 
sunkjn oblivion, while Claudiah &ii^S -with 
pleasure in every country which has retained, or 
acquired, the knowledge of the Latin language. 



sag#, or silence, our reason. It would nofr be 
eaky’to produce a passage that deserves the epi- 
thet of sublime or pathetic ; to selept ^yerse, that 

oiff^t miferesting fable ; or the just and lively re- 
presentation of the characters and situations jpf 1 - 
real life. For the 

lislicd occasional paneg^iesHnd inveefffes : and 
the desigo of these slavish compositions encou- 
raged his jjropensity to exceed the limits of truth ' 
and nature. These imperfections, however, are , 
compeng&tedin some degree by the poetical.?^ 
tues of Claudian. He was wWlrlp^- • 

rare and. precious talent of raislpgf' the HK««est, 
of adorning the most barren, and diversi- ^ 
fying the most similar, topics : his 'icblouring, 
more especially in deaS^ptlve-poet^ W ioft and 

b Scg CHflityfewn^ first Epistle. Yet, in some places, an air of irony 
and indignation betrays his Secret' reluctance. 




[ay, and cBAlfc* 

* XXX*' 


splendid ; and he -&■* 

even to; 

understanding i a' copious fancy, an easy^#nd 
sometimes forcible, expression ; and a perpetual 
flow of harmonious versification. To these" 
commendations, independent of any accidents 

cirpom In the 

,and of empire, a native of Egypt,® who 
ceived the education of a Greek, assumed, in a 

the ^eads of his feeble contenaporB^ 
placed himself, after an interval of throe hundred 
years, among the poets of ancient Rome.* 





thfc' frrstlcjustle nt Claudian iHVvegtofflLa &**fi** 
bririlte, Iti&Iiot. Latin- tom. fii* fExyf-rO?, edit. Ernest:.)! v ** 

d II in first Latin verses wen? composed dving the consulship of 
Probin us* A. D. 395. - 

Romanos bibimus primum, te consule, fontes, 

1 Et Lathe ceswK Graia Thalia togee. 

Reside^ ^ffirtte Gr^h epigrams, which are still extant, the Latin poet 
had composed;* ip Greek, the Antiquities of Tarsus, Anazarbu.% 
Beryttm/Xiee, &c. If i» more easy to supply the loss of good poetry 
than of authentic history. *. - - - 

e Strada (Proiusion^|vi) allows hjjg$; p> contend with the five 
heroic poets, 1 iUcretius, Virgil, Ovid, Lucan, and Statius. His patron 
is the acdSmpHrfhed courier Balthazar CasiigHbhe. Hii kdimr era are 
numerous and passionate. Yet the rigid critics reproach t^e^gtsc 
weeds,, or flowers, which spring too luxuriantly in his La^ 
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Invasion of Italy by Alarte~^M<mncr8 of the Roman 
Senate and people*— Rathe isithfice 'liesiegcd, and at 
> length pillaged) by the G oths~Bi&kefjIjUffU — Th r 
?■ Goths evacuate Italy — fall of Constantine — Gaul 
' arid Spain are occupied by the barbarians — Independ- 
ence (f Britain. 

T ‘[ *- <+*-/** '• * 

^ «£ *>,weak w^di^e^tr^ed 

^^^vgfjjj^eriiment may often assume the appearance, 
weakness and produce the effects, of a treasonable cor- 
of alven- 1 respondence with the public enemy. , If Alarie 
a's A s °i himself had betm in^odi*ct^ji^Si ! ^^^Hlt(pil of 

actually pursued by 
the ministers of Honorius.* The king of the 
Goths would have conspired, perhaps with spine 
reluctance, to destroy 

liy whose arms, ip Italy as well as in Greece, he 
had been twice. overthrown. Their active and 
interested hatred laboriously accomplished the 
disgrace and ruin of the great Stilicho. The 
* valour of Saras, his fame in arms, and his per- 
sonal, or hereditary, influence Of er the .confede- 
rate barbarians, could recommend him '■only to 
the friends of their country, who jfjespised, or 
detested, the worthless charact<|i|fuf Turpilio, 
Varanes, and Vigilantius. By- thetpressing 


* Theseries of events, from the death of Stilicho, tothe arrival of 

Alaric before Rome, can only be found in Zosimug, 1. v, p. 347-350. 
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instances of the ne^ favdiM^»^h^e generals, 
unvrorthy as they Jhaa sffewfi ^ thenis^ies of the 
name of soldigTs^wcre promoted to the com- 
mand the cavalry, of the infantry, and of the 
domestic troops. The Gothic prince would have 
subscribed with pleasure th§ edict which the 
fanaticism of "td the simple 

all 



" adverse % 6 l 

from holding any office in the state ; obstihifey 
rejected the service of all those whodissen ted from 


many of his 

.5£*£r ' ' J 

:erS, who adhered to 


the pagan worship, or wild hid 
opinions of x\rianism. c These meaSuf^,! 
tageous to an enemy, Alaric would have approved, 


ajyl mij^tf perhaps have suggested ; but it 
"seehi doubtful wbe t .*.1 


may 


l^;#ould have 


promoted his interestat^ttie exptri^e^bf tfilTinhu- 
nian and absurd cruelty, which tv as i>orpetrated 
by the direction, or at least Avitli the connivarice, 
of the iitttperial ministers. The foreign auxiliaries. 


1I9 liatf been attached to the person of Stilicho, 
lamented his death ; but the desire of revenge 
was cheeked by a natural apprehension for the 
safety of their drives and difldren ; who Were 


. The expression of Zownms is strong andtlively , km T«$ p9t&t os# i rO ifirtu 
rots tcpxtvrtcfy sufficient to excite the contempt of Jjbf^eaemy. 

c Eos qui catholicae scctae sunt inimici, intra palatium imfSl^le pro- 
hibemus. Nvillus nobis sit aliqua ration* conjunctus, qui a nobis ft$e 
et reUgione discordat. Cod. Tbeodos. 1. xvi, tit. v t leg. 42, and Gode- 
frbyV Commentary, tom. vi, p. 164. This law was applied in the 
utmost latitude, and rigorously executed. Ze-irrus, I. w p. 364* 
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fe iBSctfjffr' Ski» fall 


I as hostages in 

« „ (l - o ej - - t r — / * 

they had^ likewise deposited thei? roost 
. same hour, and asif by 

a were poftiited 

by thfe^s^ne piassncre 

aod)»llage, which irivolverf#^f pjrqmiscuoiis 
aestruction, the families and fortunes 'of the bar- 
barians. Exasperated by such an injury, which 
might have awakened the tamest and most servile 
spirit, they cast & took. of indignation and hope 


fe>*ptirstic, with just and implacable -tffcr, 
the perfidious nation, that had so basely violated 
the laws of hospitality. Bv the impryd ent. con- 
duct of the ministers of Hono^i^|p|^^%b)ic 

r , . - 

r bravest soldiers ; and the 



rfeigl 


irmidahle armv, which alone 


might have determined the event of the W0' 
was transferred from 

into that of the .»,•.**■ .+;■ 

marches, to » the artwofys^gotiatlon, as well as in those 
a°d? 408, thd Gothic king maintained his superior 

oct. &c. ’ ascendant over ^tp®emy, whose seeming changes 

the total want of counsel a®d' 
design. From his camp, on the . 

Alaric attentively 

palace, watched the progress 5 pf faction and dis- 
content, disguised tfarKtetileaspectoftbarbarian 
fnvader, and assurne<l the more poprdar appear- 
anepfjf the friernl and ally of the great Stilirho; 
to whose virtues, when they were no longer 



( 
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fennidable^e HmldjpT h nf sinceffe char 

praise of the 

malcontents, who urged the king of the Goths to 
invadp jjjtaly, was enforced by a lively sense of 
his personal injuries; and he might speciously 
complain, that the imperial ministers still delayed 
and eluded the pav aaMfe^ ^fe^feur thousand 

appease Ins fury. 11 is decent firmness Wassup- 
ported by an artful moderation, which contributed 
to the success of his desig i^M t^reguired a fair 

he gave the 

s^ngest assurances, that as soon as hr 
tained it, he would immediate^R-^®|S;<^ 



refused to trust thd faith of the Romans, unless 
thcsoBRA ^ two great officers 

t but 

deliver,^|^^i#i^«}^the 
noblest youths of the Gothic nation, Themodesty 
of Alaric was interpreted, by the ministers of 
Ravenn£,asa sure evidence of his weakness and 

,as^mhle ai ar^iy, ; and* with a rash confi- 
dence, “derived only frofl&d&eijr . ignorance of the 
extreme danger, ir|etiiev^{y>t|^|ed^ the decisive 
moments of peace and war. WhUctheyexpected, 
in sullen silence, that the barbarians, i 
evacuate the confines of Italy, Alaric, w*$ 
and rapid marches, passed the Alps and, the Po f 
hastily pil lagcd the cities of Aquileia, Altinum, 
Concordia, and Cremona, which yielded to his 
a rrtls ; increased his forces by the accession of 



* 
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4^>osand auxiliaries; and^ witbout^meeling 
ie enemy in the field, advanced as far &&■ 
le edge of the morass which protected the im- 
pregnable fe^^^^^mperor of the West. 
Instead/ uf atteiftp^g i^> 1 ^opeless siege of 
Ravenna, the prudent leader ef jLhe Goths pro- 
ceeded to Rimini, stretched his ravages along- 
the sea-coast of the Iladriat ic, and meditated the 
conquest Of the ancient mistress of the world. 
An Italian hermit, whose zeal and sanctity were 

?. n * 

t he victorious monarch, and boiifty 
denounced the indignation of heaven against the 
oppressors^ of the earth : but the saint himself 
was confounded by the solej^ of 

pc&baBA* 

and even compelled, his* 
SfiHto the gales of Romo, lie felt, that his , 
genius and his fortune were equal to the most 
arduous enterprises ; ami 
he coimiiunfcatctl-Ap the Goths* "insensibly re- 
moved the j»pul;tf,’ V ahd .filmost superstitious, 
reverence of the nations for the majesty of the 



<■**& 

jftt 

'}Sf 


-;'f * 


Roman name. I lls troops, animated by the hopes 
-* — *» ^ ” ’ the course of the Flaminian 


way, occupied the unguarded jpasses of the 
Apennines descended into the JficB plains dfUjn- 
bria; and, as they lay encamped 


2 * Addison (see his Vf otfeir^^& p. b»» 

given 9 very picturesque description of the joaSlrtferimgh tbeApeu- 
Goths were not at leisure to oherW the beauties of the 
pro^ScV >ut they were pleased to find that the Saxa Intercisa, :* 
narrow passage which Vespasian had cut through the rock, tCh*** r> 
It.iJia Antiq. turn, i, p. €18), was totally neglected. „ wfcr*’ 
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and 

devour the milk-white, oxen, wnich liad been so 
l (JIi o reserved for the use of Roman triumphs/ ^ 
lofty sit^tion, and a seasonable tempest of thun- 
der and .Jightning, preserved the little city of 
Narni ; but the king of the Goths, despising the 


ciiap. 

XXXI. 


ignoble prey, still adv 
and after: 



afced vigour; 
arches. 


------ * " ,r 7v5 : .5^ 

During a period of six hundred and nineteen *faim5bai 

A i_ _ t /» - « i . . , . . at the gates 

^yev been violated of Rome. 


years, the seat of empi 



. ^ ^ .. _ ^ „ ;yH«. unsuc- 

oprfuf 4 expedition of TBanmbal/ servg 
display the character of the sen 

J Wr ~ZV*r 

of a senate degraded, rather than ennobled, by 
the comparison of an assembly of kings ; and of 

,of Pyrrhus 

[dr^ ; 

’uniir 



the inexhausti 


Each of the senators, in the time of tne 


e Hinc albi CHtumni greges, et maxima Taurus 
Victim^; tt&pe tuo jierfusi flu mine sacro 
Romanos ad temple Daum duxere Triumphos. 

Besides Virgil, moat of the Latin poets, Propertius, Lucan, Silius, 
Ilaticus, Claudian, &e. whose passages may be found in Cluveriusand 
Addison, have celebrated the tnunapb^ victims of the Clitumnus. 

f Some ideas of the march of Alarfc are borrowed from the journey 
of Honorius over the same ground, (gee Claudian in vi Cons. Hon. 
404 - j- 2^. The measured distance between Ravenna and Rome w^gg 
2S4 Roman miles. Iteaerar. Wesseliog. p. 12$. ^ *&&& 

g The march and retreat of Hannibal are described by Livy, If Xrri, 
c. 7, 8, P, 10, 1 1 ; and the reader is made a spectator of Ui##0teiest- 
ing scene. , - * , J 

-** These comparisons were used by Cyneas, the counsellor of Pv t - 
after his return from his embassy, in which he had diligently 
* . studie 


i 


f 






wjp r--, h ari accomplished his .se?- 

Jggpriitiier in s ubordinate or a sapeji^ ^tion ; 

invested witk.ienjpprary 

consni^,«r dictotar^ gg^g^^ilfc the i»n- 
m fgfi ate assistance of' many gjfperien- 

?ed generals. In the beginning 6f,the,war, the 
Roman people consisted of two hundred and fifty 
thousand citizens of an age to bear arms. 1 

^^^^^^^mjdoyed in the different cninpi’fd' 
Italy,Greece, Sardinia, Sicily, and Spain, re- 
quired about one hundred thousand men. Byt 
there still remained m 

by 

; and every citizeft #as 
fi&ll from his earliest youth, in the disc ipline 
and exercises of a soldier. Hannibal was as&*f 

*xv * t v * ^ , -- * . /.> 

studied the discipline *ft4 huefftn** Of Rdme. See Fliitarch in Pyr- 
rho, tom. fi, p: 4i&* ‘" im ”***'* ' ’ ** ' * * 

4 In *he three cemv& which ifert made of the Roman people, about; 
the time of the second Pu»ie wais the numbers stand as follows, (s#*, 
Liry, jR|iitmn. 1. ttf llistli. xxvli, 3fl ; ni^ 37), 270,213, 137,103, 


21 %lfe > thlFof the second, and the rise of the third ,jappears so 

enormous, thdt several critics, not wi thstandiugthe nnaj&imity uf 
MSS. have suspected some corruption of ttaTUxt of E4Vy* 
Drakehbereh ad xxvii, 36, and Beaufort* Repubtf 
p. 325). They did not consider that*** mbWt+em 
at Rome, and that the numbers weredimuitshed^ noi ofi^f hy the death, 
hut likewise by the ^^mdSers, <***k*s 

Iwy expressly affirms, tbattfeeleg »o* were aati^h^dhy the caroof; 
partkdter ooimnwsarm& From the mimbera ofe the ast, wc must al* 
aiij'l rtfi|iri*l mil i n r TfTti above threescore, and incapable of bearing 
ixzris. Sofe^tSoptBa^ion de Ja Frande, p* 72* * " ’ ^ *' ‘ " -*> -*"**& ^ 


** /*> 

Rdifte. see Fliitarch in Pjrr- 
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but raising the siege Recalling their chap. 

scattered forces, expected his approach. He en- 
camped on the banks of the Anio, at the distance 
of three miles from the city : and he was soon 
infonbed, that the ground on which he had pitched 
his tent, was sold for an adequate price at a 
public auction ; and4hW^^ ,of troops was 

He ’ ted his 

the'^tes of Rome, where he found thre&dfijiisdr 
in order of battle, prepared to receive him ; but 
Hannibal dreaded the eypit irf n combat, from 
isotjiofltrtb tscape, unlessr he 
destroyed the last of his enemies; and;hi*& pBi i! % 
retreat confessed the invincible COutage of Ithe 
Romans. 

Frprp tbe time <d’ the. ; .JPunic war, the uninter- Genealogy 

name and image df the lepub^^Afld the'dege- 
nerate subjects of Honorius ambitiously derived 
their descent from the heroes who had repulsed 
the arms of Hannibal, and subdued the nations 
of the earth. The temporal honours, which the 
devout Paula 1 inherited and despised, are care* 
fully recapitulated by Jerom, the guide of her 
conscience, and the historian of .her life. The 

k hi vy*considefs these two incidents as the efffectA only of chaaM&l 
and. courage. I suspect that they were both managed by the 
able policy of the senate. 

1 t$ee Jerotn. tom. i, p. 169, 170, ad Eustochium } he heifow* on^ 

Paula thesplendid titles of Gracchorum stirps soboies Scipionum, 

PnuS heeres, cujus vocabulum t rah it,' Marti* Papyri* Maths AiV.cd.Mt 
vera et germana propago. This particular description supposes a more 
solid title than the surname of Julius, which Textrtius shared tvith a 
thousand families of the western provinces* See the Index of TAci- 
W, of Gruter’s Inscriptions, Ac. 
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TBE DECLraE ANB FALL 


«|?irigh as Agamemnon, might seem to betray 
**Grecian origtojbnt hear mother, Blaesilla* num- 
bered Santas, «** the 

Gracchi, in the fist*©® fehacestors ; and Toxo- 
4agj% . the husband of Paula, deduced ibis royal 
lineage from Aeneas, the father of the dWSsn line. 
The vanity of the rich, who desired to be noble, 
was gratified by these lofty pretensions. Encou- 
raged by the applanseof th^ir parasites* they 


■ - — — ^ — •& ~ „ , 

Countenanced, in some measure, by the 


eaasfcom of adopting the name of their patron, 
which had always prevailed among the freedmen 



daully extirpated : and it would be more rea- 
sonable to seek for a lineal descent of twenty 
generations, among the mmmtaiBst efthe Alps, 

the theatre ofiRntne, the seat of fortune, of 


danger, and of perpetual revolutions. Under 
each successive reign, and from every province 
pf the ienrpire, a crowd of hardy adventurers, 
rising to eminence by their talents or their vices, 
usurped the wealth, the honours, and the^daces 
of Rome ; and oppressed, or protected, the poor 
and humble remains of consular families ; who 
"were ignorant, perhaps, of the glory of their 
ancestors." 

m Tacit^iAimat ill, 55) affirms, that between the battle ofActium 
and the reign of Vespasian, the senate was gradually filled with *tm 
families from the Munieipia and colonies of Italy, 
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In thaUime of Jerora and^aiadisin, the senat- chap. 
ors unaiummislyykldedthepre-emineneetQ the xxxr. 
Anician toe ; anda slight view of theirhistory The Ani _ 
will serve to appretiate the rank and antiquity of ^ fa * 
the aoble families, which contended only for the 
second place “ During thfe five first ages of the 


uthey 


and the «a*bktt*of those newcitlzenAWW long 
satisfied with the plebeian honours of tribunes of 


the people. 0 One hundred and sixty-eight years 
before the Chmtiaa^aj^hefMm% was ennobled 
by; Ahe ^f«i»hrship of Anicius, who gloriously 
terminated the Illyrian war by thec8WpWE£«f 
the nation, and the captivity of their kiag. p 
From the triumph of that general, three consul- 
ships, in distent periods, mark the succession of 
the Anician name.* 1 Pr6m the reign of Diocle- 
- ' -Y;y. *-■ r _•&><<. . 

n Nec quisquam Procerum tentet (licet fertf vetultd 
Floreat, et claro cingatur Roma senatfi) 

Se jactare parem ; sed prima sedc relicti 
Auckcxiis, de jure licet certare secundo. 

Claud. In Prob. et dlybrii Cosa. 18; 

Study a Compliment paid to the obscure name of the Auchenii has 
amazed the critics j but they all agree, that whatever may be the true 
reading, the sense of Claudian can be applied only to the Anician 
family. " , 

° The earnest date in the annals of Pigfc*®, Is that of M. Anirias 
GaUus. ^Trib. PL A. U. C. 500. Another tribune, <£ Aniciitffc 
A. 17. C. 508, is distinguished by the epithet of Prtenestimut. Ijtajjf 
43) places the Anicii below the great families of Itome. . 
p Idyy* xliv, 30, 31 1 riv* 3, 26, 43. He fairly apparl th« 
merit of Anicius, and justly observes, that his fame was clouded bw 
the superior lustre of the Macedonian, which preceded the Illyrian, 
triumph. 

The dates of the three consulships are, A. IT. C. 593, 818, 967 1 
the two last under the reigns of Kero and Caracalla. The second Of 
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c. 9 . 0 . i 0 &i #-.<he final extinction of tli« wesgern £m- 
SS®' Bi&*«. i.hnt name shone with a lustre which was not 


eclipsed in |^|^^ ^imation, by the majesty 

ria^or ndiferitanee, the tire 

Anniau, the Petronian, and the Olybrian ^iOuses ; 
and in each generation the number of consulships 
was multiplied by an hereditary claim." The 

..riches : 

theRomonr senatojeho «n- 
isifibed Christianity ; and it is probable that 
Anicius Julian, who was afterwards consul and 
prefect of the city, atoned for biSi&itachment to 

lixnony was increased hy the in- 

these con.su!> distinguished himself only by his infamous flattery, 
(Tacit. Annal. xv, 74) : but even the evidence of criraevif they heart 
the stamp of greatness and antiquity, h rcluctartce , 

to prove the genealogy of a nu&e house, 

r In the sixth century* r fhe no&ilrty of the Amcian name i& men- 
tioned, (OassieNior-Variaif^ 1. x, Ep. 10, t£)> with singular "respect. 
iy.thanqMster of a Gothic king of Italy. 

* ^ —I Flxus In omnes t 

' V ^ Cpgnidps proeedit honos ; quemcumque requiras 
virum, certum est de Consuie nascl. 

Per fasces numcrantur Avi, semperque renati 
Nobilitate virent, et prolan fata eequuntur. 

(Claudiari in Prob. et Olyb. Consulat. 12, Ac.). The Aqnfl, Whose 
name seems to have merged in the Anician, mark the Past! with many 
consulships, from the time, of Vespasian to the fourth century. , 

^ * The title of find GKi^pan ^senator may be jiiiifffied by the au- 
thority of Prudentius, (in Symmacb. I, 5o3>r 'a®d ;> lSc dislike of the 
pagan* to the Anician family. See Tillepont, Hist, des Eikpereurs, 
tom. i 183; v, p. 44. Baron. Annal A, B. 312, N®, 78;, A. p. 
3 * 2 , ‘ * ' 1 / 



&P ftiE ROMAN EMPIRE. 

dostrv of PSrobus, '^'^ipf^^ Anidaa' fa- 
mily, ffiili “®j^ea#s of 

the cott^Jlshif^ ^M' exercised, four' #166$^ the 
high office of pfetorian prefect." His ifnmense 
estates were scattered over the wide extent of tM 
Ilorrian world; and tbougb ; :the public might 
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th<* grfitftiulc of liis Hicnts, .and the admtrtMbft 

o 7 

of strangers. 1 Such was the respect entertained 

' ifh e 

were associated in the 

a memorable distinction, without exinfftfe ih ffil 
annals of Rome/ 



splendour ;* but the nofcfes 


were Wealth of 
1 he Roman 
■CC and nobles. 


u Frobys . . . clarit udine "ene.ris et potential et opS.m, ra$&rt|iu- 
dm$, eo^raUts Orbi Romano, per quern uni ver.sum pane patfunonia 
sparaa |>Ossedit* juste an seeds non judirfoli est nostri. Ammlau. 
MttrceUiiw ^xvii, 1 1. His children and widow erected for him a ina g- 
nificeot tomb in the Vatican* which whs demolished in the tfrre nf 
Pope Nicholas V, to make room for the new church of St. Peteu 
Raronius, who laments the ruin oif t&S# Christian monument, has 
diligently preserved the inscription# and Anna!. 

Eccles. 4 . D. 395, N°. 5-17. - < . *vV 

* Two Persian satraps travelled to SHkn and Rome, to hear St. 

Ambrose, and to see Probus. (Paulin, in Vit. Amhros.)* V Clipidian 
(in Cons. Probin. et Oly-br* 30-60) seems at a loss how t& tile 

gtory of Probus. * 

the poem which ClauAian addressed to the two noble youth-. 

* ^^edandmus, the Manichsean, ap. Rarun. Annal. Kcdes. A. P. 

390/Xfc 3K 
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aJP in due : gradation, tp irtiftate that iiluE- 
fnous family, 5 The Accurate description of the 
dly, which in the Theodosian age, 

hundred ahd 

rfii 









flp 

Miasm 






mujmiuib 


ues too 

ichest senators received from their 
estates an annual income of four thousand pounds 
of gold, above one hundred and sixty thousand 
pounds sterling; .without computing the stated 
provision of 'corifiiuhd Wine, which, had they been 
sold, might have equalled in value one-third of 
the money. Compared to this immoderate wealth, 


* See Nmrdini, Roma Arnica, p. 89, 498, 500. 

11 Quidjpquar inciusas inter iaqueatia sylvaa ;v . >*, ; ^ 

Verrmia qua vurio carmine ludit . ^ ^ 

*. Claud. Kutil. Numutian Itinera*. HI. 

The poet lived at the time of the Gothic invasion. Ajaoderate palace 
would have covered CmtdB^uaV toot of four acre%iVah Mai. 

In laxitatem runs exeurrunt, says Seneca, Kpisfc. 114, See a 
judicious note of Mr. Hum?, Essays, vol. i, p. 5#, last 8vo edition. 

,. e This curious account of Rome, in the reign of Hpnorius, is found 
in a fragment of the historian Olympiodorus, ap Photium, p. 19|. 
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an or 


CHAR. 


dre^ pounds of gofel'aaigbt be considered as no SXXL 
more U^aae^jte to the dignity of the senat- 
orial Taak, which required many expences of a 
public and ostentatious kind. Several examples 
are recorded in the age of Honorius, of vain and 
popular of tbeir 

pret — L - 1 -* — ! ----- * 



sterling . 11 The estates of the Roman 
which so far exceeded the proportion of modern 
wealth were of Italy, 

'^heir possesgieBs extended far beyond the lonian 
and Aegean seas, to the most 
the city of Nicopolis, which Augustus had founded 
as an eternal monument of the Actian victory, 
WWJfa Paula ; e and it is 

*f . ■ • 

a The sons of Alyplas, of SymnmHuu, and of Mminma, spent, 
during their respective pretorships, twelve, or twenty, or forty cente- 
naries, (or hundred weight of gold). See Olympiodof. ap» Phot.jxI&7. 
This popular estimation allows some latitude ; but it is difficult to 
explain a law in the Theodosian Code, (1. vi, leg. 5), which fixes the 
expence of the first pretor at 25,000, of the second at 20,000, and of 
the third at 1 5,000 ybfie*. The name of follis (see Mem. de I’Academie 
des Inscriptions, tom. xxviii, p. 727) was equally applied to a purse 
of 125 pi^pes of silver, and to a small copper coin of the value of Tfi Vr 
part of that purse. In the former sense, the 25,000 folles would be 
equal to 150,0001., in the latter to five or six pounds sterling. The 
one appears extravagant, the other is ridiculous. -There must have 
existed some third, and middle value, which is here understood; hut 
ambiguity is an inexcusable fault in the language of laws.. - r; , 

* Kicopolis ... in Actiaco littore sita possession!* vestr* nunc 
pars vel maxima est. Jerom. in prcefat. Comment, ad Epistol. nd 
Tfttim, tom. fit, p. 243. B£ de Tillemont supposes, strangely enough , 
was part of Agamemnoa’s inheritencew Mejn. Eccles. tom. xii, 

p. 85, 


# 


!Sb* / T*TC DfcCLINR *Nf> FAT.L 

chap. ob&t0*pd by Seneca, that the livers which had 
. divided hostile nations, now flowed through^the 
lairds of According to their 

Of granted, for ar-diR^i^e^iftipu- 
III# rent, to the industrious fari»efs~^The 
economical writers of antiquity strenuously re- 
commend the former method, wherever it may 


iSiftedlate eye of the master, they prefer the 
active care of an old hereditary tenant, attached 
to the soil, and intereste<fi*l the produce, to the 


nbhles of an immense capital, 
who were never excited by the pursuit of military 
glory, and seldom engaged in the occupations of : 
civil government, naturally resigned, their leisure $ 
to the business -aacfamusements of private life 
At Rofoe, <«rhfoeree was Always held in eon- . 


f fieneca, Epist. IxxxjLv. His language is of the declamatory kindt 
but <te<&> n l|w scarcely exaggerate the avarice andJhixury of 

the Romans* The philosopher himself deserved some -sfiffire of the 
reproach? if it be true that his rigorous exaction of Quatbingeitfiia, 
above three hundred thousand pounds, which he had lent at byjb in- 
terest, provoked a rebellion in Britain. Dion- Cassius, Llx^,p.l003). 
According to the Conjecture of Gale, (Antoninus’s Jtinetaryin Britain* 
p. 93), the same Faustinas ppsseas^an. estate near Bury>jn Suffolk , 
anfi another in the kingdom of Naples. ' ■ 

* f Vohadus, a wealthy senator, (Tacit- Ammt ^ 36^ always pre- 
ierceal tfcnimis born on the estate. Columella, who received this 
maxim from him, argues very judiciously on the subject. ' De R^ 
Rustic*, 1. i, & 7, p. 408, edit. Gesner, Leipsig, 1 73o« 
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tempt: bat the age of the chap, 

republic, inereasedtheir patrimony* and, mul- 
tiplied their clients* by the lucrative practice of 
usury;: and the obsolete laws were eluded, or 
violated, , by the mutual inclinations and interest 
of both parties . 11 A considerable mass of trea- 
sure must always,t^ip^^^g^^me, either in 
the 


n 1 1 ‘>* * » ( ?’Uh ve- * r < T 


boards in the time of Pliny, which contaftpgii 
more solid silver, than had been transported by 

who dissipated their fortunes 
rr^profuse luxury , found themselv^j^^^^ 
midst of wealth ; and idle in a constant round 
of dissipation. Their desires were continually 
gratified hy.J^lab^r^af^a thousand hands; of 

were actuated by the fear of piinishi^p^^ and of 
the various professions of artificers ami m^r r 
chants, who were more powerfully impelled&jr 
the hopes of gain. The ancients were destitute 
of many of the conveniences of life, which have 
been invented or improved by the progress of 
industry ; and the plenty of glass and linen has 
diffused more real comforts among |he modern 

h VaJesiu- (ad Ammian. xiv, 6) has proved, from Chrysostom, find 
Augustin, that the senators were not allowed to lend money at usury. 
Yet it appear ^ from the Theodosian Code, (see Godefroy ad JU *i* tit. 
xxxiii, tom. i, p. 230-289), that they were permitted to take six per 
cent, or one-half of the legal interest ; and, what is more singula?, 
thS» permission was granted to the young senators. 

4 Ptu*. Hist. Natur. xxxiii, 50. He states the silver at only 4380 
pounds, which is increased by Livy (xxx, 4o) to 100,023 : the lorraer 
seems too little for an opulent city, the latter too much for any prj 
vate sideboard. 
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CHAP. 

*£*i 


uaiiWisAof Europe, than the senators of Rome 
cBbM derive from ail the refinements of pompous 
Or sensual lux*py» k "Slheir luxury, and their man- 
ners, bare feaen ihtesuigiBftBf minute and labo- 
rious &$qaisitiiQiiib£ tfTrt^rrt#:Tjpqpiiryrr would 
dh^rt me too long from the design of the present 
Work, I shall produce an authentic state of Rome 
and its inhabitants, which is more 'peculiarly ap- 
plicable to the period of the Gothic invasion. 
Ammiajjwg Mt»crilinu^ who-= prudently chose 


faeit adapted to the historian of his own times, 
has mixed with the narrative of public events, a 
lively representation of the scenes with which he 
was reader 

Session : he will perhaps detect the latent pre- 
judices, and personal resentments, which soured 
the temper of Ammianus himself; but he will 
surely observe, withphilosopbic curiosity, the 
interesting and original picture of the manners of 
Rome,* ♦ 


* The learned Arftuthnot (Tables of Ancient Coins, &c. p. 1,5!?) 
bar observed, with humour, and I believe with truth, that Augustus 
had neither glass to his windows, nor a shirt to his back. .Unfertile 
lower empire, tke use of linen and glass became somewhat more 
common. 1 n - 

1 It is incumbent on me to explain the liberties whieb I have taken 
with the text of Ammianus. t. I have melted tfowh_i»to one piece 
the sixth chapter of the fourteenth* and the fourth of the twenty* 
t^hth book. 2, I have given order and connection to the confused 
mass of materials. 3. I have softened so%ic extravagant hyperboles* 
and pared away some superfluities of the original. 4. I have deve- 
loped sothe observations which were insinuated, rather than express- 
ed. \\ ith these allowances* my version will be found, not literal ha** 
d^ed, but faithful and exact. 


O'F TftE ROMAN EMPIRE. 

% 

“ The greatness df % the Ian- cha* 1 . 

giiage df the historian) Wasfoi&nded on the , X S XT \ 
rare, and almost incredible, alliance of virtue Character 
and df fortune. The long period of her in*- 
faifcy was employed in a laborious struggfeM ,les ' b r 
against the tribes of Italy, the neighbours and MuccUi- 
enemies 0 f the 



vlctdric 

seds and the mountains '; and brought^W&fe 
triumphant laurels from every country of the 
-globe.-* • old age, 

of her nftme, she sought the bfessfcfg^O!P%&rie 
and tranquillity. The VESRtritB CitV, 
which had trampled on the necks of the fiercest 
natfonsSAnd establish# wsystem of laws, the 

was content, like a wise aSsd wealthy" pxt€r^t{ to 
devolve on the Caesars, her favourite sons, the 
care of governing her ample patrimony 
secure and profound peace, such as had been 
once enjoyed in the reign of Numa, succeeded 
to the tumults of a republic ; while Rome was 
still adored as the queen of the earth ; and the 
subject nations still reverenced th« name of the 
people, and the majesty of the senate. But 


® Claudian, who seems to have read the history of Anmianu--, 
speaks of this great revolution in a much less comity style. — # 

Postquam jura ferox in se common ia Casar 
Tranhtulit ; et lapsi mores ; desuetaque pri*cis 
Artibus, in gremium pads serdlc recesd. 

Pe Bel!, p. 4£. 
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c rap. ‘NJJ»RflSrtive splendour (continues Ammkmus) is 
, ‘^degraded, and sullied, by the conduct of some 

nobles ; whapunrairrtiful of their own dignity, 
“ and of thatttftheirfetn^Ky* assume an unbound- 


‘t^dpeil’other in the empty vanity^ and. 

•‘ surnames ; and curiously select, of invent, the 
“ most lofty and sonorous appellations, Rebur- 
“ rus, or Fabunius, Pagonius, or Tarrasius," 


perpetuating their memory, thby 1 
<f affect to multiply their likeness, in statues of 
“ bronze and marble ; nor are they satisfied, 

In* had subducdTby 
“ his arms and counsels, the power of king 
“ Aiitiocjius. The ostentation of displaying, t of 
*• magnifying, perhaps, the renVroH^t^e^fates 
“ which they from 

*• the- rising to the setting sun, provokes the just 
“ resentment of every man, who recollects, that 
theif poor and invincible ancestors were not 
“ distinguished from the meanest of the soldiers, * 
*• by the delicacy of their food, or £he splendour 

> : - : _ r'< ** 1 

Thr minute diligence of antiquarians has not been able to verify 
these extraf>rd : nnry names. I am of opinion that they«ivere invented 
fey the historian himself, who-**s airad of any personal satire or ap- 
plication. It is certain, how freer, that the rimple denominations of 
the were gradually lengthened to the number of four, five, 

rr ejwm *«¥«n, pompous surnames ; as for instance, Marcus Msecius 
Maynmius Fur±n* Balbuj ius Cjecilianus Placidus. gee Noris €eno- 
4 -i’h. Pr>,m. tHssett* ly ? p. 438. ■*. 
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t( of tbeif gpparel. Buttbea*KKterii nobles mean chas, 
sure their rank fcoasefaence according to 
“ the loftiness of their chariots/ and the weighty 
“ magnificence of their dress. Their long robes 
" of silk and purple float in the wind ; and w 
“ they are agitated, by ari or accident, they 
“ occasionally the 

“ rich with .life figure* ot 

“ v^riau Followed by a tfcuij 
“ fifty servants, ami tearing up the patvemgat, 
fc< they move along the streets with the same 

t w ith post- 
of the senntors is 
4€ boldly imitated by the matroa^|^y^^|||| 

“ whose covered carriages are continuafiy 
*' round the immense space of the city and sul> 

as of high distinc- 

fey 

* assume, on 



* Tine carruc<B , or coaches of the Romans, were often 

.silver, curiously carved and engraved; and the trappings of the t 
or horses, wterfc ^tobossed with gold. This magnificence Continued 
fro|U the reign of Nero to that of Honoxius; and the Appian way 
was covered with the splendid equipages of the nobles, who came out 
to meet St Melania* when she returned to Rome, six years before the 
gothic siege, (Seneca, ep&st. ixxxvii ; . Plm. Hist. Natur. xxxiii, 49; 
Paulin. Nolan, apud Baron. Annat Eccles. Ac D. 397^ N°. 5). Yet 
{jotnp is well exchanged for convenience! and a plain modem coach 
that is. thing upon springs, is much preferable the silver or gold cflX* 
of antiquity, which rolled on the axle-tree, and were exposed, for the 
most part, to the inclemency of the w eather. •;* * 

* In a homily of Asterius, bishop of Amasia, M. de Valois has dis- 

covered, (ad Ammian. xiv, G), that this was a new fashion ; tha? 
hears, wolves* lions, and tigers, woods, hunting matches, Ac. were 
represented in embroidery ; and that the more ptou* coxcombs son- 
ant uted the figure or legend of some favourite saint. v 


> 
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chap. Siflgetlftt command, and appropriate to, their 
msxk ?.j$wn use the conveniences which were de- 
'***'* * '*' wjgigned for .pm Saffian people. If, in, these 

“Jfeej: jexpTess their affectite^^t^§r em- 
« brace ; while they proudly decline the saluta- 
“ thins of their fellow-citizens, who are not 
“ permitted to aspire above the honour of kissing 
“ their hand?, ,49 tbett^fes. ,, 4$ as they 


^ of itfee bath, they resume their rings, 

“ cither ensigns of their dignity ; select from their 
« private wardrobe of the finest linen, such as 
might suffice ^ 

ire the same haughty de- 
“ mean our ; which perhaps might have been 
“ excused in the great Marcellos, after the con- 
“ quest of Syracuse. Sometimes, indeed, these 
“ heroes undertake, same arduous achicve- 
“ ments ; they visit their estates in Italy, and 
“ procure themselves, by the toil of servile hands, 
“the amusements of the chase. q If at any 
** turn, hut more especially on a hot day, thej; 
“ have courage to sail, in their painted galleys, 
“ from the Lucrine lake/ to their elegant>villas 

* See Pliny’s Epistles, i, 6 t Three large wild boars were allured, 
and taken in the toils, without interrupting the studies of the phHoso- 



* The change from tie inauspicious word Aver*ux, which stands 
in the text, is immaterial. The two lakes, A vemus and Lucrinue, 
communicated with each other, and were fashioned by the stupendous 

moles of Agrippa into the Julian port, which opened, through a 

narrow 
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X 

“ on the sed-coasfc.pl Pute&li«ndCayeta, s they chap. 
“ compare their o*ka' expeditions tothemarqhes 
“ of Caesar and Alexander. Yet shoukYa fly 
“ presume to settle on the silken folds of 
“ their gilded umbrellas ; should a sun-beam 
“ penetrate through some unguarded and imper- 
ceptible chink, thjsy|iipliae<their intolerable 
“ • hard^B^»<8)^j | > »»ia t t» a* agfeote&d language, 

“ 4ot horn te the laii«e|dibe 

“ Cirfimferians, 4 the regions of eternal dasfcshssi 
“In these journeys into the country,' 1 the whole 
“body of the household ;Kt§rehes *with their 
“ master. In the samfe'rtanner as the cavalry and 
“ infantry, the heavy and the light nrineiUpMjps, 

narrow entrance, into the gulf of Poteoli. Virgil, who resnied on the 
spot, has described (Georgic ii, 161) this work at the moment of its 
execution; an$ bi&^imiP&iitators, especially Catrou, have derived 
mhchjigfet from Strabo, Suetonms, and Dipru Earthquakes and 
vofkmbs ha*e Changed the fact of fhe* tamed the l.u- 

crine lake, since the year 1538* into the- Itfonte 
Pellegrino Discorsi della Campania Felice, p. 239, 244, &c» Antoni i 
Sanfelicii Campania, p. 13, 98. “ t 

* The regna Cumana et Puteolana ; loca caeteroqui 

tenda, interpellantium autem multit udine pocne fugienda. Cicero ad 
Attic, xvi* VJ. ** 

* The proverbial expression of Cimmerian darkness was original !y 

borrowed from the description of Homer, (in the eleventh book of the 
Odyssey), which he applies to a remote and fabulous country on the 
Utores of the ocean. See Erasmi Adagia,ltt his works, tom. ii, p. 593* 
the Leyden edition. - \ : 

W%may learn from Seneca, epist.cxxin, three curious circum- 
stanced relative to the journeys of the Romans. 1. They were preced- 
ed^ a troop of Nutnidian light horse, who^announeed, cloud 
of dim, the approach of a great man. 2. Their baggage*4imljwi trans- 
ported not only the precious vases, but even the fragile vessels 
chrystal and murra , which last is almost proved, by the learned French 
translator of Seneca, (tom. iii, p- 402— -122), to mean the porcelain 
of China and Japan. X The beautiful faces of the young slaves were 
covered with, a medicated crust, or ointment, which secured theta 
against the effects of the sun and front. 



* 
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c h*jl £,thOv-advanced guard and tjie ..rear* are mar'- 
fij«halle(l by the skill of their military leaders ; 
« so the domes&cofljcers, who bear a rod, as an 
“ ensigfr ami arrange; the 

“ numerous t Nun Of slae&*»hd attendant s . The 
*‘ ijt» gg.age and wardrobe naove^ tfce front ; apd 
« are immediately followed by a multitude ©f 
“ cooks, and inferior ministers, employed in the 
« service of the kitchens, and of the table. The 
“ main bod^ J^ ^n^J^ •<£ Mv promiscuous 


a «#nc©ttrse of idle or dependant plebeians. 
u The rear is closed by the favourite band of 
“ eunuchs, distributed from age to youth, ac- 
cording to the orderff 

who are ready to 
♦.* execrate the' memory of Semiramis, for the 
“ cruel art which she invented, of frustrating the 
“ purposes of nature, and of blasting the bud 
<s the hopes of luture.geaesmii&ns. , : In theexer- 
“ cise. of domestic jurisdiction, the nobles of 
“ Rome express an exquisite sensibility for 
“ any personal injury, and a contemptuous in- 
“ dlBferelttce for the rest of the human specie^. 
“ When they have called for warm water, if a 
“ slave has been tardy in his obedience, '■’he is 
“ instantly chastised with three hundred lassies; 
“ hut should the same slave commit a wilful 
^purder, the master will mildly' observe, that 
tf lfi^is a worthless fellow ; but that, if he re- 
“ peats the offence, he shall not escape punish- 





“ meat 
“ the 
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•virtue of cstAfc. 
r» >Who eould 
misfortune, wasi4tifcved 
or refBSrdad.'lty their generosity. AtpreSent, 

“ if »ibrfeigner, perhaps of no contemptible 
is introduced ,tp4^«pf the proud and 

“ ’Witft'tfK* affai»ifity of his illustrious frierid^mhd * ■* 

“ full of regret that he had so long delayed his 
“ manners, 

favourable 

‘Hfceeeption, he rejpeats his visit the«y«H*£**ftr } 

“ and is mortified by the Adtw^^Sttfe^ig 
person, his name, and his country, are already ' 

to perse - 




^■dependants, Unde 

“ his assiduous and unprofitable court to al 
“ ty patron, incapable of gratitude or ] 

” ■U%&,S^'^e3ly deigns to remark his presence, his 
‘‘departure,or his return. Whenever the rich 
** prepare a soletnnahd popu Jar entertainmefit ;* 
whenever they celebrate, jsv ith profuse and per- 

D^rilm'in solemniu.-n sportulannn. TkttporMaj or tpnriStmi 
small baskets, supposed to contain a quantity of hot provfoiotLs, 
OTmK'value of 100 quadrantes, or twelvepcnce halfpenny, tf hhi ye n* 
itaigeifrtn order in the ball, and ostentatiously distributed trf the hungry 
Of feltt^l^ cfowcl, ft ho waitetl al the door. This indelicate custom 
vergifcquently mentiooed in thfc epigrams of Martial, and the satires 
Of »wt$tal. See Tike* i->c Suetonius, in Claud, c. 21 ; in Xeron. c. 1 6 ; 
VOL. V. T in 


frECLIB AJ* 

lpxury, thrir. {Hriralfe ^ |»iiffie&£ ^ 
f the».gwests is the subject (rf att^ions 


Ijg^thesol^ 


thes*o- 


^j|eiiber 


<€ ji|t€S|rested -motives, have 
« in the list of invitations, the obsetfre wsita&f oi 
« the most worthless of mankind. Hut the frer 
“ quent and familiar, coppap||ps of the great, 


“applaud cadi word, and every action, ot their 
“immortal patron ± gaze with rapture on his 
“ marble columns, pavements ; 


“ ami 

,3*^"” the Roman tables, the 
^Jrds, the sffHUTclsJ or the fish, which appear 
“ of an uncommon size, are contemplajted^with 

in Domitian, c. • 1 * 7 ^ These^lMwfctfB Jp»» *$%?**• 

converted into large Ijieeeta^of gold and silver coin, nr plate, Vhich 
were mutually giveto andlftccepted even liy the persons of the highest 
ranfei Symmacb. epist iv, 55 ; ix„ 124 ; and MiscelL p. 256 ), on 
solemn occasions, of consulships marriages, &c. ^ 

s * of an English name obliges me to refer to the common 
ryptg, idle Latin gf/«, the French loir ; a little animal, 
who inhabits the woods, and remains torpid infold weather,. (fee 
Plu i. Hist, Natur, vii, 82 . Builbn, Hist. NatpreUe, tom. viii^p. 158 . 
Pennants Synopsis of Quadrupeds, p. 2 #). The art of rearing and 
fattening great numbers of glires was practised in BotJ^a yiUas, as a 
profitable article of rural economy, (Varro, de Reftustica, iiiy l 5 ). 
The excessive demand of them for luxurious tahles v was iucreasedby 
tkrfbopsh prohibitions of the Censors ; and it is reported, that tfceflf 
aftig |jjK #>«fppmpa in modern Rome, and are frequently sent as pre- 
sents t| q*e Collonna princes, (see Brotier, the last editor of 
tom. It, p. 458 , apud Barbou, 1779 ). 


0 


t 
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, i and, 

guests are l 

t' ; tedious repetition, notadSPlire 
“ summoned to attest, by an authentic 
“ ttte truth 

V: ■m&0m&ffin£, df, ns it fe 
“ styled, ’ of play. The confederates are Utiited 
“ by a strict and indissoluble bond of friendship, 
“ or rather^f^SBSpMi^^ll^iS^ttioi- degree of 
“SIkH inth^^»id»''^rt, '(which 
“ tCrpreted the game of dice aedi 
“ sure road to wealth and reputatibhT J 
“ of that sublime science, who, in a supper or 

r amagistrate, displays 
7 7~* ^ ration, 

“'which Cato might bC supposed to fS^Vfied he 
“ was refused the pretorship by the votes of/ a 
“ capricious people. The acquisition of 'umjfi' 
“ kd^e ^seldom^engages the curiosity of the no- 

" '**-/’ * y ~’ 4 ' w r 

* This game* which might be translated by the more familiar 
name* tiitr&trAe; ^ b m kg tv kmo* , Was a favourite amusement of the 
gravest Romans ; and old M«eiur&N»|rol*» th&htwyer, had the reput* 
ation of a very skilful player. It Was called luJu* &*o4etim tcripi&ntm, 
firom tl^ twelve *cripta, or lines. Which equally divided the aheahu r. 
On these, the two armies, the whit^ and the black, each con - 


? fifteen men, or calculi, were regularly placed, andaltitfhately 
movedVaecnrding to the laws of the game; and the chtb&i$*lsf the 
ftawer«4 0 f dice. Ur. Hyde, who diligently trsafes the hiatoryand va* 
rtetSevof the nerjiludium (afname of Peraic etymology) from Ireland 
to &pim, pours forth, on this trifiog subject, a copifcos torrent or 
olasstc and oriental learning. See Syntagma Dissertat. torn, ii, p. 217- 
405. > « 




• tm 

abhor the fatigue, t^ disd^ia tlie 


irthc- 

Mn their f i tin i if Jilr r 
**. 4PPy sepulchres, from the ' light Vfby. 1 * 
But the costly instruments of the theatre, 
“ flutes, and enormous lyres, and hydraulic or- 

jjthe 



a^WSsOntly repeated in the palaces of Rome. 
“ In those palates, sound is preferred to sense, 
“ and the care 



„ B at to excuse the visits of the . 

^SiiSdst intimate friends ; and even the servants, 
“ who are despatched to make the decent kupH- 

“ have undergone^®; ceremony of aprevious 
“ ablution- Yet this selfish and nntnanly deli- 
“ cacy occasionally yields to the more imperious 
C aprice. The prospect of gain will 
RSOict gouty senator as far as Spaleio; 

* Marius Maximus, homo omnium nC Bp H^t < tirr<£ 1 

riris at* vohuniftibus impiicarit. VopisCus, in Hist. August, p. 212 . 
He wto it* the lives of the emperors, from Trajan to AfciaaiSrr Serenu, 
Sefc Gerard, Vo&sius dc Latin. 1. ii* <* ’M mhw works* 

<9Lh 9 p.&l. * V* 

satire is probably exaggerated. Iftfe^l&turnaJia of M*-, 
the epistles of Jerain, afford satisfactory proofs, that 
Christian Analogy, turtle la* sic literature, were studiously cultivatod*bjr 
several Roman** both sexes, and of the highest rank* 



W~ fift 


“ subdtl 

* a Wealthy 

“ citiiifti^^hb'ntost powerful hf the R 
“ TReaHof obtaining the signature of a fa^dfr- 
“hble testament, an<tS« ^sfilji^| 

« ''flatter 


wmemt 


“band and a wife, with the laudable desifil 1 of 
“over-reaching each other, have summoned 


‘thCiri 


fat the same 


“ ttom*. The distress which foifa^^iSl^ijHBKg 
“ extravagant luxury, often reduees th& ^^^tb 
“ the use of the most humiliating expedients. 

“ pay, they assume the royal and trfigicdec^faia- 
“ tion of the grandsons of Hercules. IfwPIfe- . 
“i»»«tt##*ffepeuted, they readily procure" some 
syc^phaht, instructed to maintain a 

'^'ertstStt^; ''hr atM fc>8 ^ i a »wd'' from prison, 

“ till he has signed a discharge of die whole debt. 
**£fce§e vices, w r hich degrade the ftioral chancier 
^^. the Romans, are mixed with- a p i iiSfe <u- 


$$jfidenc£ to the predictions 
ftii^baiuspices, who pretend to- read, in the 







State and 
character 
of the peo- 
ple of 
Rome. 


Mercury, and Rte^ja^ofthe 
It is singular enough, that this Vain 
“ cfredulity may often be discovered among the 
“ profane scepties, , who impiously doubt, or 

< tvhidrhre tBe*sfiiH£»4N»rtn. 

lWefcf nod manufactures, the middle ranks of 
inhabitants, who deriye their subsistence from 
the dexterity, or labour; «f tW$rthai*#s agfecom- 


Sjmfef part of the etsffi- 
f . Bfft the plebeians of Rome, who dis- 
dained such sedentary and servile arts, had been 
oppressed, from the earliest times, by the weight 
of debt and usury ; and the husbandman, during 
the term of his military service, was obliged to 
abandon the cultivation of his farm. d The lands 
of Italy, which had been originally divided among, 
the farpilies of free and indigent proprietors, 
were insensibly purchased, or usurped, by -the 

** •;** «-* 

* Macrobi««* the friend of these Roman nobles, considesaffth* 

btars as the Cause, or at least the signs, of futfcre eveat%,<de 
Scipion. I. i, e. 19, p. 68). - . 4 

* The histories of Livy (see particularly vi, faR °f W" 

extortions of the rich, and the sufferings of the pottr debtors. The 
mekuc&oly story of a brave old soldier, (Dionjs* JKid. I. vi, c. J61 
p.347,edit. Hudson, and Livy, ii, 23), must have been frequ«nti*\ 
repeated hi those primitive times, which have been so undeserved^ 
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avarice 
ceded 

that oidyftwoRthousand citizens were 
of as^^dependent substance. 6 Yet as 
thopeople bestowed, by their suffrage, the ho- 
nours of the state, the com mand of the legions, 

and the juhninkt ya^^aflfl ^^ their 

tiic 

and thw waats^|^|eft, 
sonably supplied by the ambitious iiberaJitynej'the 
candidates, who aspired to secure a .venal ma- 

prodigal commons had imprudently 
only the aye, but the inheritance. Of powe£,iibey 
sunk, under the reign of the Caesars, into a vile 

tjljuch. most, an a few 
i|ed,ifit 

bad not'been continually cecrnitedhy tbOBiaiiu- 
mission of slaves, and the influx ofstrangefg. As 
early asthe.time of Hadrian, it was 

genuous natives, that the capital 
vices of the universe, and the 
manners opposite nations. The in- 

and levity 

of the Greeks, the saKtg^biN^ 

tianSand Jews, the servfle temper of theAsiafcks, 

^•r ' 

• jfott esse ih eivilate duo railli* hortiiHtan qui iMTiltlMn. 
Cirtt*.a®c. ii, Si, and CommniL PauL Manat. W tCL ertr. 
TMe vague computation m made A. P. C. <W, in * i f act of Ss 
timnne Pbiiippu» t and it wai his object, a» well as that of the Gracchi, 
Oec PtetaicRV'ft deplore, and perhapatd 1 exaggerate. the misery of 
theyomnwn people. - 


chap. 
XXXI. 

"> vvvwwavv 
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Public dis- 
tribution 
of bread, 
bacon, oil, 
wine, &c. 



the mekim-tmmm&h 
chap. andt^fte dissolute, effeminate 
gyifans, were miHgletl in the 
which, u: 

of . their’ fellow- 

subjects, and dwelt 

beytfisd-the precincts of the KTdaotflj!lRg|Ml'& ■ 
Yet the name of that city was stiii ptnaneaced 
with respect : the frequent and capricious tu- 
mults of its inhabitants were indulged with impu- 
nity ; 
ofcj 

arm of military power, embracedtfafr 
mild policy of Augustus, and studied to relieve the 
poverty,, and to arrmgg ctf Aw.4mw> > 

merable people.*. . } 


T $eethc third Satire (fi()-12o) of Juvenal, who indignantly com* 
plains, 

Quamvis quota. portiu focig Ach&H . 7 v , r 

Jampridein Sy i us in T ^ ^ .»• 

Kt linguarnet J ’,- * ‘ ’ ' * .. *" T, 

Seneca, when he prtfpofeartfr 

c« fi) by the reftefi$oxi*'tfca£ a great part of mankind were iu i,v 
state of fpulc, reminds her how lew of the inhabitants of Iloiric were- 
bom in the city. fj ’ ' **’- 

*Adujo§fc ail th^t is said Ofthe bread, bacon, oigwlne, Ac- 

book of the TUcodosian Code ; which expressly 
treats of^ the ^olrce of the great cities. See particularly the titles jja, 
iv* xr, xvi, xvii, xxiv. The collateral testimonies are prOdtfftd’ft) 
Codefroy ? # Gommcnlary, and tt is needless to transcribe tfcm/Jyilcit* 
cording to a law of Theodosius, which appreciate* in * 

tary allowance,- a piece of gold (djnea. tdviiiuig>) w<^(< equivalent 
eighty pounds of bacon, or , to eighty pounds of oU»,**l#£te£lvc 

of salt, (Cod. Thcod. L viii, tit- h^dflg*. .IX). . . 

compared with another of seventy podjwfi^of bacon, fto Ntytf 
TheocU L xiv, tit. iy, leg. 4), fsje&tfa? Vjdf&oC ‘ : 
at about attwa pence the gallon. 


amms bom*u mmmat. 



expence ; and-atsthe 
i citizen, who was furnicted 
with;« tieket, ascended the flight of steps, which 
had been assigned to bis pecttiil^tiacter or divi- 

saMrvdiy 




resist? Iaacania, whose acorns fatteneA»fai^ij>* 
droves of wild hogs,^ afforded, as a species of 

whole* 

. was- . vHfk 

poorer citizens ; and the animal corfituhtpthHiNf 
the capital, at - a time when it was much declined 
flom t<i>V im t'lil .ijnr ri, by an 

six hundred and^tWw^M^.;thij^^ 1 

ill. In the manners of antfepdiycthe i 
was^indispeniable for the lamp, as wefl-aal 
1 1 nf Hx 'ialj‘i1l to iii l hiliwd-ta«^ which was imposed on 

Rhine, amounted to the 
weighs pounds, to the mea- 

sure, perh^^^thi^dh^dted thousand English 

•' Y ’A • . : i\. ■ "* . 

anonyrfon* awthor of the Dcs£jriptfoMTth« World 14, 
in Geo graph. Minor, Hudson), rA&ervm ot W* 

Regia Ipsa um mba» hatwii rtsfrt, dtfcf dma 

midtnm fiwfcearittit. Ptopuv quod cst in montibw* ctyoi sescaffl 
n rffi^lfrarrtYi tm i &c. *. /*■ -iWt. 

* Cod^Theod. R Valent k i, tit. it. This 

lair was pbbtafead at Rome, June 29, A. D. 45?. ■ * 


i 



J 


THE DEC L l-N B AN® -FALL 



,WP* 

necessary fertile of 
the populaF*J»- 
ity ofwine, 


sonably, complain of thirst, sir 
Agnppa had < introduced into the effcy.so 
copious streamsof pure and sahibripps 
This rush 


nttfeoppear to have been executed in its Ml ex- 
tent, the uge of wine was allowed on very easy 
and liberal terms. - ■ The ii d ti ^Utrai • thf 
public c^llai^wafe 


npania was reserved for the for- 
tunate inhabitants of Rome. * 

^ h ° c r ,he The stupendous aqueducts, so justly,, celebrated 

baths. by the praise of 

the Therrms, ojb& tfa&fw hich had been cons t r uet- 
<?d In.OyP^y jWt ofthe city,’ with imperial magnifi - 
cenaa. The bath%of Antoninus Caracalla, which 
lfl^ i *°P e o*. a i hours, for thhjntbscrinnitate 
sertfijfcwfctfce senators and the pep^ie* cohfah»e<l 
above sixteen ' 


1 Sueton. in August, c. 42. The utmost debauch tit Ibe emperOf 
himself, in his favourite wine of Rhetia, never excudfld a acjp tow ffcr \ 
A** 1 English pint)* Id. c.. .71- Torrent ius ad Leg end ArbutfruotV 
, / /. \ 
dcHi &* was to plant vineyards along Of 

in Hist. August. \k 225) ; tha. dreary, tmttfcotatptfM!*,. 
nneolt^»^i^ow^p^.of modern Tuscany. 


*V 




V * / *,x 


0#T»B - 


than three 
of Diocletteth”? 
ments wfcre covewsd-wdtlr qurious mosaic#^at 
imitatetf the art tff the pencil in the elegant*^ 
design and the variety of colours. The Bgyj* 8 
tian granite was heautiftdhr^SH^ed withr the 
preeidtts green 1 



cha?: 

xxxi. 


eF s ’ljri^ht ’and massy silver; and the uildMift 
Roman could purchase, with a small copper com, 


Asia?' ? From these stately palaces issuejiAhiriaiit 
of dirty and ragged plebeians, withootshoes, dud 
without aftSiMitle ; who loitered away whole days 



and spent the hours of the night 
verns, and- brothels, in the 





:JM AV 




“ Olj»Bjodfli[..t|^ JPhofc . . ‘ 

n Seneca (eptatel. Ixxxvi) compares the baths of Scipio Africanu.% 
at his villa of Ute&iib, the aa^rrfte^wi (which was continual- 
ly increasing) of the public taf***™ the stately 

Tberxtf* of Antoninus and Diocletfi&i were erected. The qm/uhnms 
paid for admission was the quarter of the a#, about one-eighth tf w> 

S^yr ( permy. . , „ . , , _ _ • „ . , 

• Ammiaaus, 0- x«*. c. 6, and L xxvin, c. *), after de«*Wn« the 
Ife]ryan# 4 pride of the nobles of Rome, exposes, 

.t$ip a ®d foUie* of tjjjf coQamon people. 











iawMras'of the sun, or of the raid, tie 
srho sometimes amounted to the number of four 
liundred thousand, 
their eyes fixed on 

iittai . ifcifa ad: ** 


tm&i/rs which they espoused: antj 
tlftrhirppiness of Rome appeared to bang on the 
event of a race.* The same immoderate ardour 

often as 

of wild beasts? and the various m<*te$ of theatrical 
refu^sentation. These representations m rnodent 
capitels may deserve to he consid&ted as a jmfe 
apd^Hl^h&t school of taste, and perhaps ©/ 
virtue. But the Tragic and Comic Mueeof the 

' ,■> ‘ ■■ 

»’ Juvenal. Sat ip. \f, I$l, &t. The egressions & 

Amaunus arc not lews stt^hddithimatcd thatf ftji fe ffi theh(fti& 
ist; and both the one andfoeot&r painted < 

which the great Cimi£ ins capable of are 

the drignuil A r otitia> of the city’, The 
Aifritaljr'iid not transcribe each othef ; htifc the sbm 
i rcdfbW; though the Country on the*® occasions flocked to 




m 

OUttN CHAR 



tiop of 
silent 
place } 


republic 

occupied by lieentj opy 

upate music* and splendid pageantrys 

reput- 



tion of their art, which 
disarmed the gravity of the philosopher, always 

peopl^. 



thousand 
three thousand singers, with 
respective chptusses. Such was the popular 

ip a time of 



* .Sometimes indeed they composed origicpd piece*. 

' - — Vestigia Graece , 

tcadeJmr* dbmqdia* facta. *'*' ■ 

lt«# perplexed, 

Tatv# auawed ine i 



ArtMtHM h*i 

Oct avia, ascrj 
aide specimen otl 


e name of tragedies to the 
KpiieavidSr'jl ter pie C&io of Matci'nife. The 
i of the ^BfgM, g^reupaina a very unfuiour- 

<‘lb the tixptf nf Qtt&aidiuo |Bte»dto 

r the imperfect method of hiring a great feew*, ami n» ting hfe pjftytb 
ay, vtboin be. ia vised for that purpose, 4 m* 

|e-jg, 11 , an^.PHit^. E pistol* eji, 11 % 

t of entitled, dc SaltaUone, 46o- 

Thc peufoa ynes. obtained the b w j WM fc •‘home <* 
C was required,, that they aboukt.be fffeftersant with 
t science. BeretU (in. the Meovoires 4e 1’ Acad e i me 

i, p. 1^7, &c.) has gireu a ahort h^tniv ot' the 

art of paiUoxnimas. 



n 




256 THE OECLrKt A^D*FALt 

c-h-AW plefcmres, exempted them froM^iaw, irhichwas 
c EiSotlT executed against theprofessorsOf the 

liberal ** ' - - - ’ - *■>-• 

irr ^ i s s dy^?tt»St ite:ia^feh curiosity of Elaga- 
balu«^empfe^ to-dfeeoyer y Jftjmthp quantity of 
spiders wto, iK©' number of*thif%fcabitants of 
Rome. ■ A more rational method©!’ inquiry 
might not have been undeserving of the attention 
of the wisest princes, who could easily Third . 
resolved ai 


qj08S$?S33afe: births and deaths of the citizeS# 

Ijuly registered; and if any writer of antiquity had 
condescended to meitf&i#4KiNii^ 
the common gOTM Tgjjjfo 



AVdgsS&f-iJ&Sertions of critics, and perhaps 
feoftfirm the modest and probable conjectures of 
philosophers.” The most diligent researches 
have collected only the Mlowing circumstances; 
which, s%ht aa^^^feiSs -^y are, mjW.. 
tend, in somedeglree, to illustrate die question <p 
tfae^populousness ,of ancient Rome. I. Wheh r 
tile capital of the empire was besieged by the . 


* * * - 

4 Amnuanus, K. xiv, c. 6. He complains, with decent i„, 
that the streets of Rome were filled with crowds of female, 1 
have given children to the state, bitt whoeedftiy 
and dress their hair, and jactari volubilibas gyrf^.- 
innurnera simulacra, quae firtxere tabulae th eat rules, ? ^f*i**Z^-*}*™^ 

" Lipsius, (tom. iii r p. 4?3, de Magnitnd. RomqB&j 'iu, c. m afcQ* V. 
to&c Voasiua, (Observat. Var. p* gfr-34.), hav e incb^£ strangj^jrtttft^- 

r**r eight, or fourteen millions in Rome;* '‘$4?; (E$ajS^ '/■£• 

** ft *fi<^-457), with admirable good setae and scepticism* • C 
trays soma Mcret disposition to extenuate the populous ness of, ancient 
times. ^ 


Ojfc-THE ROMA^ BJARSS. 

meamre^^^z : iA^ag0t^i^^im-» m&fchsmatician, fgg*; 
w b« foBp^?rt>.^$^tf/JoKiw-€nty-one UfiteiMfosit 
skoui4 *^*tee forgotten, that the formof th&iii^E 
was,ah?mst .that of a circle; the geomthfea^ 
is known to^ftpfcjiSe largest space 

M0(p height and authority, observes, tha&ttat 
innumerable habitations of the Roman people 

l the nar- 
ffcevtyaab of 

side by gardens and villas, suggested theodiittrt&it| 
though incon venient, practice of raising the houses 

, ip. the air/ But the 




cause of frequent and fatal acddentsfaddit was 
repeatedly enacted by Augustus, as M|p 

N«^p».|^ r J^Jbei^it of private edifices, vvithin 

not exceed the mea- 
sure of seye^ty feet from the ground;*' ' III. 


* EibL Grtas. tom.- 


* Olympiod^ Jhiot. p. t$2f^p 
ir, p. 400. J / '* ; «v , . , 

jl fcifti suten^p^jestate urbia, tjt cmum infiniti fr*quenti& infed* 
®fe*abite* habitation** opua fuit explkare^ JErgo sum 
posset area plana tanttffn multitudfnem, inurbe, ad luiiUuB^priros 
«e4Ulc$eii^«D^ res ipsa cocgit d£ venire. Vitror. ii. 8, This passage, 
Vowius, is clear, strong, and comprehensive. • 
aWfifteive tcatiinOnies of Pliny, Aristides, Gaudiar., Rut,- 
.the insufficiency or these restrictive edicts. See l.ips; us, 
de M*gg$tm), Romans, 1. iii, c. 4. 



-t 


Tabuiata 



i 


and miserable lodging. -House*renti#ft^^^i 
fore immoderately dearJ the rich acqu ired}ht;h« 
enormons 


S| jafee; and the different floors, and apartment 
of the same house} weteMrM&tb a$ & is still the 

heewrately stated in the; description of Koine,, 
composed under the reignof Theodosios, ami they 
amount toforcy-eight thousandthreehuiadred and 

— — —TaMwtiU-jiniUrti* romsnt . • 

Tu nescis; nam si grad lb us trepidatur ab iinis . 

1 quern tegula sola ttsknx 

A plugin; ^ - - ( 1 ' « * ’ ' - , . ~ >t 

'■.%anfrfr.j f*. - Juvenal. S#ir. «», i9$- v V , 

* ftesd the whole third satire, but particularly 166,223^ 4^ , 
description of a crowded insula, or lodging-house, m Petronius^ Cc. ^5, 
97), perfectly tallies with the complaints of duveti&)V;«hp2^ 
from legal authority, thaL in th6 time of AuguRt^jy|J|ji^^i^ 
Hist. Juris. Roman, c. iv, p. 191), the ordinary res^tflie 
ccmira&i, or apartments of tn i*wla> annually p r& d a g s A forty 
a|pd sesterces, between. three and four hund$*4&f*W*d* s&gdttijfy 
iYjmAac 1 1. tix, tit. ii, N*! 30) ; a sum wbichgrt^^at once 

**4 high value, of those common buihHngs*. . ■*,, ^ , 

’ ,« - 


*> ,iT .p-Jtf#* 




uus and tff cha£„ 
jadjL 


m m & boma 

feighty-tw%%. Tbe^i^nj^^. .. _ 
iiw«/a?, injjft-whiqh ,48SJ udc aH 

the Jtabi^tte.iKs afibe capita!, oi* every #ujk ami 
conditikpje^pputhe marble palace of the Anicii, 
w i tlpjt iiymer mis establishment of freedrnen,aEgi 
slaves, to the lofty and nar|pw lodging-house, 
where the poet Co were.per 



er similar circumstances, 
found applicable to Paris/ and indifferently 
allow about ? ach bouse > 

estimate die in- 

li&bitauls of Rome at twelve 1 1 u mired 
a number which cannot be ... thought excessive 
for the capital of a mighty empire, though it ex- 

the greatest cities of 



Honorius ; at the time wbgB«fhg ^ 
formed* the siege, or rather the blockade,; 

•eRy&-. By skilful disposition of his. numerous 

This sum total is composed" of 1 *i^0ttorAU9 f QT great houses, of 
A&iQQriFiiUula, at plebeian habit atidfes, {see Kardini, ftorttk Antics, 
i/iii, p. 88) f andthesfe lumbers are ascertained by the agreement of 
the texts of the different JtfoitUie, , p. 498, 500. 

* See that accurate writer M. r^bbPe^tmmt l» Paptt- 

ktfohj> From 

t^Paris 23,565 houses, 71,114 famiJies,afld A*6*630 
^ 4^fl»is computation is not very different from that which 
the tks4©ditor of Tacitus, (tom. ii, p. HSOi. ha^a^stifefal fmHR&ftar 
though he seems to aim at a degree of. process***, #h i eh g 
de nor important to obtain, 
event* of the first ajege of Home, wJjph are often con- 
ioumle4fMtb those of the second and third, K?e Zosimus, l. \ . p. 350- 


First siege 
of Home by 
iy the Goths* 
** A, D. 4 OH. 


vol, r. 


354. 




A 


* 
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TUB DECLINE AND TALL 


chap, fo ^aggt swhe impatiently watchedithe moment of 
5*®** ^jjpassault, Alaric, encompassed the* walls, cosn* 


famine* 


glided tbe principal gatesfmtercepted 

all courtage 



and most plentiful supply of provisions-. The 
first emotions of the nobles, and of the people. 
Were those of surprise and indignation, that a vile 
barbarian i 
w< 

me ; and their unmanly rage,b*B*e8rt 
of being directed against an enemy in arms, was 
meanly exercised oi^a defenceless and innocent 
victim. Perhaps in tjio the 




‘jtofrflfT Way even the adopted mother, 

mthe reigning emperor : hut they abhorred the 
widow of Stilicho ; and they listened with cre- 
dulous passion to the tale of calumny, which 
accused her of maintaining a-seeret and criminal 
corresponde^ee-wjtbf Gothic- invader. Acts* 
atsAiOr overawed, by the same popular frensy,? 
the senate, without requiring any evidence of hejv 
■ p«lt r . p mnouneed the sentence, of her death* 
Serena was ignotniniously strangled-; andthe 
infatuated multitude were astonished to j 
this cruel act of iqjustieetfid not;i| 
produce the retreat- of the 
hyeranee of the pity. That 



b is, Olympiodortra, ap. Pbot. p, 180. r W* 
lostorgiu,, 1. jii, e. Si and Goiiefroy, Dissert, t. p. 467-47A. .. 


«■ 1 - 


1 PK « SOMiN -9MPIRE. 



at Icngththe horfiti- e^tewitics of famine. The 
daily allowanceMsf'tbree pounds of bread was 
reduced* th onedfalf, to one-third, to nothing ; 
and the price of corn still continued to rise in a 
rapid and extravagant proportion. The poorer 
citizens, who were unt&b»$P#i?ehase the rteeCs- 
sari 




ahbvhtfitdby the humanity of Laeta, the WklNr 
of the emperor Gratian, who had fixed her resid- . 
ence at Boine,.aiu£ .4© the use of 
the i*»$jgf§«t^^ tevenue, which -she 

aanwaHyreedved from the gratef«i sue^si||# 
her husband/ But these private andierifporaiy 
donatives were insufficient to appease the hunger 



. theiav- 

sehres. Tlii prrifiTi tif hotfi nrrWji trim Hdrfcerm 
educated in the enjoyment of ease and luxury, 
discovered how little is requisite to supplythe 
demands ef nature; and lavished their unavailing 
tressmea of^oid andsilyer, to obtain the coarse 
and scanty sustenance which they would for- 
merly have rejected with disdain. The food 
the most repugnant to seaife or imagination, the 


the constitution, were esgerly/d 
fiered^ydisputed, by the rage of hunger. 
susjHcWawas entertained, that some rffesp^rate. 

*&£ / . v . - -- - ■ ''V ,~ 

f Tbc»>ther of Lett* waa nan»d f iakxmtBSL Her father, faraUr, 
and couMryyare unknown. Bucange, Fam. Byzaatin. p. 59. 

^ 

- xCo urf 

/ 



■pffE nteiTNE AXt> FaU, 
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CHAP. 

XXXI. 


Plague. 


Supersti- 

tion. 


ilHili'Tri fi il on the bodies of their fellow-crea- 
tih^s, whom they bad secretly murdered-* and 
even mptljp^^ierfh»jas tlie horrid conflict of the 
two mostT|»^^ by nature 


Many thousands of the i nhabi tantsof Rome ex- 
pired in their houses, or in the streets,’ 1 for- want 
of sustenance ; and as the public sepulchre® with- 
out 



[ ? Carcasses, infected* the* l&jN 
miseries of famine were . succeeded and aggravated 
by the contagion of a pestilential disease. The 
assurances of speedy . a^i:effeiahiSl 4 i^^:Which 

for some time, the fainting 
resolution of the Romans, till at length the despair 
of any human aid tempted them to accept the 
offers of a preternatural 1 deliverance. ■ Pornpeh 
anus. 



that^ by the mysterious force of spells and saciv‘ 
flees, they could extract the lightning from the 
d fanflap pgjnt those celestial fires againstdh® 

. 4 — j ^ 

* Ad nefandos cibos crupit esurient! um rabies 
membra laaiarunt, dura mater ram parcit lactenti in . ... w ^ 
utero, quern pwdJo ante eflVdenrt. Jernm ad i*T*« 

121. The same horrid drcu«wt*nce is liken ise the siege^spf 

Jerusalem and Par id. . Far the latter, compare tbeAenth booM>f the 
and the Jourtial-wS Henry IV, turfl. ii’jV 47-83; 
a plain narrative of facts is nmcbrjtotif* patheti*?, tfea» *1* 
m^ WbW|ped descriptions of epic poefcry.v ^ *- . , *. - ■' ‘ 


<8P THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


camp of thfe barbarisS^ h ^^fift^|»rtaiit secret ch ap. 
was com^nwatmS^mtmemi tfr^yshop of xxXl ; 
Rome ^ISftl the sa<^rSor of St. Peter i&HGfcesed, 
perhapk foundation, of preferring^ the 
safetjNof tbe republic to the rigid severity of the 
©hffelteri worship. But wheo the question was 
dgitated ill the proposed, as 



presence, of the magistrates; th^fiS»- 
jorify of that respectable assembly, apprehessito 

%ct, * whS efifr appeared 
ahhiM eqtiiValent to the public 

paganism. 1 * ■*' k *-.-? *y^$h^***<*fc- 



The last resource of the Romans was in the AIaric ac - 

ccpts a rati* 

• moderation, of the som, and 

raises the 

*T- U ‘ *' z ' siege, 

■*?&&*«* ^an i a. d. 409 . 

Greek unacquainted with the national superstition ijuf JEtonne and Tus- 
rnnj. I suspect, tftat they insisted of two parts* the secret, arid the 
pofeirc ? the former were probably an imitation of 

■«*#*» Jupiter and hi* thund^^^^at 

f«* 8 iu» #rt« JOTem tu»i v r- * ’ 


'The ruiciU 4 , or ifcfcldN of "Wars, e yiptoralmpcri i , tvhsrh w ere carried ^ 
in Sofcirm procession on the tb»r origin from 

U^s mysterious event, (Ovid Paat. ai, 2^-38^:*. (wbabiy 

designed to re vivo this ancient festival; which had been ftuppreSsedby 
Th«M*Kiu.s. In thsit cs tee, we recover achrdwtrtdgica] datofl^jMSWfcl, 

?A+ 0.^40$), *hkh has Hot hitherto been bbs«mafc 
' i 0. is, c* 6> inwmmt^, that the experim«^aMka»tu*lly, 

through hliflwficcsRfuHy, made ; but he does notmentiofttfc* name of tT\- 
Mt&tmli anrd XilleBzont (Mem. Heeler tom. x* |% ^ i» determined 
unf to believe, that a nope araN I* guilty of such impious coi.de. «.ui)- 
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CHAP. 

XXXl. 


the DECLINE AND FALL 

lo# } of i ttre Goths. The ' senate, who in this 
mcy assumed the supmh# powferis of go- 
vernment, appointed two ambassador's' to iiego- 

datgmat * «r spahteh 

eJBtr^cttetti and already f cciA^Sd8^ni ; the admi- 
nistration of provinces ; and to JOlril^fhe fitft 
tribune of the notaries, who wastpecttliathf ^|ia- 
lified, by his dexterity in business, as wellisdjy 



they^ 

iriiatif, perhaps in a more 1 fifty' sfy«?*% feta 
became their abject condition, that the Romans 
were resolved to maintain Iheiril^ 



. ^ . 'private to give battle to*ln 

Mhuirnerable people, exercised in arms, and ani- 
mated by despair. “ The thMter the hay, the 
u easier it is mowed,” #asthl1?otfri^ reply Of file 
barbarian; and- tMs rustHHSretaphofwas aetswrtt- 

Of hfe'coittempt for the menaces of an unwarMe 
populace, enervated by luxury before they were 
efneSSh^ed by famine. He then conckscendedto 
fix the ransom, which he would accepta^the 
price pf his retreat from the walls of Rome? dp§t 
the gold and silver in the city, whether Jkwer$ 
the property of tl» trti^; or of in ^ 
#p,rich and pre«ow^ move^kaj?mi4 << ^S?. 
sferiffiswho could prove their title to thenameof 
The ministers of the senate 






* Pe#er was a favourite ingredient of tie mast expensive 
eoofcery, and tie lest son coramoalysoQ H&MUSfcen deaiK^^r'^en 
fchiliiags f the pound. See Pliny, Hist* Nawr.xh* U. lT*^&retight 


Ja^ttplied tfefcquantiiy, tod wdticacl tire price. ^ee Histoiie Pali 
ti^we et PfeUos^ihique, &c* tarn* i, p» 447. 


XXXI. 


**? ?HE ROMAN ^MPIfiE. 

sumed toj|^» i^ » tone.^- ( shat . 

you -i^ptflvfipd^Kr^ #» **” “ Yoob f .*s|Ms ;” 

. replied, thebaughty conqueror. They trembled, 
and retired- Yet before they retired, a short sus- 
pension of arms was granted* .which allowed some 
time for a more tefflMHiftsje^tiation. . The 


' 7 " . - vr ' 

t consented to raise the siege, ojatli^-ina- 
mediate payment of five thousand pounds of gojd, 

. and of three 

^eigh^of pepper.* Butj.be pubiMjtepasurywas 
exhausted ; the annual rents of the great estates 

were intercepted by 
en^ had 


sustenance ; the hoards of secret wealth wi^jtill 
.concealed by the obstinacy of avarice ~ -<uwl^y 
remains .of eofiseerated spoils afforded #^ only 
• Jimf«99><yil)«P n*in of 

t&Vdity- -i as.Jt% Romauxhad satisfied 

>the rapsciop demandsof iygrip, they were re- 
stored, in some roeas^^ tf 
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chap. peacS fttfd plenty. Several of^fclie gates were 
cafcfrously opened ; the importation of provisions 
from the river, omLthe adjacent country, was no 
lohgeir -• obsfrttdfei^^ J -the citizens, 

heJA^taring three . days ; and 

t^Wle the merchants who undertookethisigainf'ul 
trade, made a considerable profit, the future sub- 
sistence of the city was secured by the an^fr 

tlWfikaW^d^^^becn 1 ' expected, was ntamtafecgl 

in the camp of Alaric ; and the wise barbarian 
justified his regard for ^ie s faith.o£ ; treaties, by the 
just severity with whig^ i»«. ' 

Ostia. His army, en-v 
the contributions of tlie capital, slowly 
advanced into the fair and fruitful province of 
Tuscany, w herehe proposed to estajilish-h is win- 
ter-quarters ; ?£md-diso^!)^Sw: ^standard became 
the refo^'^f-fe^^^tbohsand barbarian slaves* 
who &ad iroke their chains, and aspired, under,, 
the command of their great deliverer, to revenge, * 
flir'itljltlTitlTi find thr disgrace, of their crueljpB*' - 
vitude:< About the same time, he receivefr a 
more honourable reinforcement of (ic 
Huns, whom, Adolphus* the fa’Otber.iflife 


* This Gothic chieftain is called, by Jornan#efs ^_ 

Zosimus and Ataulpku* $ fc&JpL r , . _ M .. 

A jfai phu H. I have used the celebrated nann&of Jd^phus r wbfckf 
setfft* tefbeauthorized by the practice of the Swedes* the sons 
ihers of the ancient Goths. 
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had conducted, at hifepp^sg^iifitatien, from char 

and who bad cut their' >vav, with somedii&culty 
and los^through th? superior numbers ofrthe 
imperial troops. A victorious leader, w ho united 
the daring spirit of a barbarian with the art and 
discipline of a Jtommi|psbatf^msat the head 
o( an 4 » itafy 
pr i wi»wi(»Wfr*J ttetewmr and respect, 
aM^-nathe of A la rie. ! “ •■ 

At the distance of fourteen centuries, we mar Fruitless 
r6to^^#i^ifcasjf. exploits of gt 

investigate Jtbe'motives of their j >ol A U ‘ 4J9 ’ 

In the midst of his apparent M g 

was conscious, perhaps, of some secret weakness, 
some iaterq|^td^i&0|hsi-pp perhaps the moderation 



and disarm' 

IJonorius. The king of the 43otfasri%>eatedly 
declared, that it was his desite to be ’co tt&liig# 
as t befriend of peace, and of the Romans, Three 

-were sent am- 
eeart ofitavenfta, to solicit the 
"exchange ©fhosftage&, -at)& the conclusion of the 
treaty ; 



,^onW only inspire $. , 

they might seem inadequate td* the statc^his 

xbe 


. .. . ___ _. a . 

* j^h* treaty between Alaric wd the Romans Ac. is taken from 
Zosimus, l v* jv 354, 3 55, 358, 359, 362, 363* The additional cir% 
fumstaaces are too few and trifling to require any oth *r quotation* 
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ofcipaster-general of the armiesmf the West; he 
stipulated an annual subsidy, ofcorn and money; 
and he chose provinces of Dahnatia* Non- 
cam, amt Ydn g t b b fqEjjtejjgeat of, his n?w king- 
dom, which would have .commanded the import- 
ant communication between Italyaod the Da- 
- If these modest terms shavltM^g^cjted, 
AJaric shewed a disposition to relinquish his .pe- 
cuniary demands, and even to content himself 
with the possess^. 


of the barbarians of j 
But the hopes of peace were disappointed by the 
weak obstinacy, or interested views, of the mini- 
ster Olympius. Without bste mq g ^fco the salu- 



RUrider the conducl.of a military 
•OSPiHFt, too numerous for a retinue ofhonour, and 
too feeble for an army of defence.- Set thousand 
JDfelmatians, thp flower of ||$ 

through aa ppem country, which Was occupied 
by?-tfee formidable myriads of the barbarians. 
These brave legionaries, encompassed and be- 
traaaB uLh^ri l a sacrifice to ministerial fcdlyT 
their general, Valens, yith an hundred soldiers, 
escaped from the field of battle ; and onf of the 
ambassadors, w(iq could JW> Ignger elagp .pgfe 
tection of the law of nations, was obliged to pur- 
chase his freedom . With a ransom of thirty 
pieces of*gold. Yet Alafic, instead <& 
this act of impotent hostility, imnfe- 

¥ 

JSesimus, 1. v, p. 367, 36S* 369. ‘ ; 



m 


#%he *om*n Ipl® 

ctiately rejiewed andthe chXR 

rived weight nhd^tlighity from the' prdsgiiefe of ~ ' 
Innocent; bishop of the city, was guaMed'Inpi 
the' Klingers of the road by a detachmentVf 
Gothifc soldiers.” 

Olympius* m igbt^ha^'^iftttetted to insult Change 



Hle^&othor of the*prih}k aj^ tea> i^ 

tf®#^Sttf‘his power was undermined by theag&Mt 
intrigues of the palace. The favourite eunuchs 

ins, and the 
Set ; an 


.^Worthy servant, Who did not at _ 
mferit of personal attachment, for tli^fctfofr^ tiSff 
misfortunes Qf his administration. The exile, or 

pius, reserved him for 



adventures, of hif Witatki* aiMt^wa riaM^y?Bft ! ; 
he again rose to power; he fell a seeend * time 
Into disgrace ; his ears were cut off; he expired 
tinder- 1 the “ lash ; and his ignomintoit&^fte&h 
grirt^f ^pectaele to the friends of 
Stifihfio. After the Removal of Olympius, whose 
"character was deeply tainted with religious fana- , 
ticism, the pagans and hertfifcfc* xwwe- delivered 
froift the impolitic proscriptmnrwhk* exuded 
them from the dignities of the s&te. TbeblWwa 
, < • . - •--•-■«- - 
t v, p. 360, ,36is 362. The bi*ho#> tyj&mzming at 
Mfmpm* Ifcaped the impending calamities <if the city* Orosius, 1. 

Sf& _ * s 

* the adventures of O! prop i us, and his succe^-rs ] A the minis- 
try, see Zoaimus, L v, p. 363, 365, 366, and ks. ap. Phot 


309 fitt mcttm A*fo Pall 

c*ffc 0*®»#id;* b soldier of baiMffea origin, whn 
^ ^Slff^dbered to the worship of^isancesltfrs, fcad 
%ieh the military 

xe emperor 
a arsons irf 

and persevered iifir#0i^araHe 
disgrace, till he had extorted a general iiet of 
justice from the distress of the Roman gofer# 
ment^ 






i^fefik^ef-gtmrnil of Dalmatia, PantrtJnidJ^IWfe 

tfffii, and Rhaetia, seemed to revive the discipline 
and spirit of the rfcptfMie*' ^FronaAt life of idleness 
and want, his 
sis 

' ^ ' w j .. 

tV s 0ffen supplied the rewards, 
W®W» were denied by the avarice, or poverty; 
of the court of Ravenna. The valour of Gen- 
a&fi&f; formidable to the adjaeentfiarbstrians, wits 

Ms empire with a re&fc 

fiMtiteft-of tmi thousand Huns, w ho arrived 
on the confinesofltaly, attended by such a cofi- 
, v&JKlftftttSiislafts, and such a numerous train ^T 
slieephftd oxen, as might have been sufficient; 
not only for the march of an atitty s 
settlement of atolonv. 


? Zosimus (I. v, p. 364} relates this cifrumstan 


i visible cOni* 


* and celebrates We <&&mer of GentftitaiH&tbe last 
*£qg|gi£ paganism. Very different were the te&timents of the emu* 
who Reputed four bishops to the court ojT Ravenna, 
to «!^ipih^df tbe l«w, which bad bten )d»t enacf cd, that oil vatoMt- 
sions to Christianity should be free and voluntary. See Buro&rftjG 
Annul Eccles. A. 0. 409, N". 12; A* D. 410, X°. 47, 4S. "" 


WMfHE ft OMAN EMPIRE. 

cils ofiHoaorius of weat- 

Instigaie||hy 'tiH&fto&ee# Jovius, the guansfee>rQse 
in furies ^mutiny, and demanded the heibbef 
twoig®M©rafo, and of the two principal eunuObSt 
'1 hegenerals, under a perfidious promise Of 
safety, were sent onsfa^d* 0 *rtte»»iprivately exe- 


ll R jHt M t i p te. Kusehius the eunuch, and the’fea®* 

barian AJlobich, succeeded to the command of 
the hed*chamhei v and.a£>the.SHafed&-: and the mu- 


ctf*K 

XXXI, 




was 

tbe=oS»se of -their mutual destructi<ai#^, ; |^^ 
insolent order of the count of the doMte^fieS^he 
great chamberlain was shamefully beaten to death 

pgj*es of the astonished 

_ _ of 

AB&bifch,< 

the only circumstance of his life,d» whieh^Hono- 
rius discovered the faintest symptom of 
car sfe^fidpeftt. , . .-Yet before they fell, Eusebius 
a#^«we^ieh^hadhtontributed iheh^part to the 
ndct^fil.the^ei^r^'hy , ^posing the- conclusion 
"of a treaty which Jo vius,*&om a selfish, and per- 
haps a criminal, motive* had*:»eg(>tiated with 
AiaPic, in ® j 
Bimini. During the 
perpy was persuaded to assume a lofty 'HSStjTof 
^ such as neithar hi$.^itaatioa, 
r, cOutd enabte hinr to. support : 
,signedwith the name ofnonorius, 
was immediately despatched to the pretoruw 



* 


J£< - 


tfefi DfecutNB ans fall 



tyhonours of Rometdthe 
(*' The letter was 

b^«ved with temper and deceoeyve%»res$ed, in 
tfa« most outrageous language, his HvelysenseOf 
the insult so wantonly offered to his person, anif* 
to his natiehit tEfe^t mtfere t| qfr *af i ” j fen n&irds 

b&M iw*» to Ravenna, was cOmfltd&d fea&gjSfe 
ami even, to encourage, the fashionable opinions 
of the court. By his advice and example, the 
principal officers of. the Mg&t ***01# .were 

. o , w 

J conditions of peace* they 

' persevere in perpetual and implacable 
^ ogainst the enemy of the republic; ' This ’ 

all future uegot^j»o s 

rius were JtfU&fe' declare, that, if they had only 
ofthe Deity, they would com 
salt the public safety, and trust their souls to the 
®W&pfl§§f®Jjieaven * but they had sworn by th^f" 
sacred head of the emperor himself; fcheyhad 
touched, in solemn ceremony, that august seftt of 

majesty m»d wisdom ; andtfee violatios of their 
oa tii would r* — “ ** * — - ' 



JSSL’’ , \ 8 f* sweafln, % 

«r wftty, or genJm, of'tta sovereign, .was tof tSe 

' %r; ’' • •■ * - h;#«s» 



emi 


While enjoyed, chap. 

With SI]Ilfii| |.t Ib ^-^ BCttyi ty o fvthp ^ Pfjtrs b*^ 1 ^ o n .I -^XXI. 

fortifica^|=pf,^^^^ they abandonedjfepk ^T"' 
almost: defence,, to the resentane ri^ ^ " f 

A larii^ v< ^fet such was the moderation which)«Mh<; Goths, 
still preserved, or affected, ..Jtljat, as he moved A ‘ a 40<? ' 

eesslv4y of 



j ur^d^etnp error, that he would save ^houdjtgl 
and its inhabitants from hostile fire, and the 

■* a ^* ndinS 

th% wisdom of Honorius, but by the.yn) 
humanity of the Gothic king ; wh o eiy p b t yprf ^ 
milder, though not less effectual, method of con- 
WSS& the capital, he suc- 

()*tia, one of the 
w orks of Homan magnificence.' The accidents 


highest antiquity, both in Egypt (Genesis, xlii, 15) and ScjffhfSkjfl 
w *s flattery, to the Caesars ; and Tertfrfian com- 
P4I^*£, swhick the Romans of his time affect - 

ed t# r«V|renc|. Sea apfclegam dissertation of the At>h6 Maasi«u oq. 
-diyP Oviths of & Ancients, in the Mem. tie TAcadeSie des Inscrip- 
tion, tom, iv> 208, 

ressions of , 

AlariCj^who expatiates, in too florid 



^ ^a'Sueton. iqGJaud. c. 30; Oion Cymm* t lx, p. 919+ M& 
Reimar^and the lively description of Juvenal, Sadr, xii, 
the sixrabfcth century, when the remains of this Augustan part were 
stili visibia, the antiquarians sketched die p4an, (see d’Atfwttfe, fcfem w 
de EAcade mie dea Inscriptions, tom, xxx, p. 19$), and declared, with 
tbatail the mouarphs ®f Europe would be unable to exe- 
cute so great a work, (Bergier^Hi*t des grands Chemins de Romains* 
tom* ii, p. 356 ), ^ 


1 

i 


so* 
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ich the precarious §)ib3is^|ce j ,o| ¥ .t|ie.»eity 
continually exposed inarMa*^!*- navigation, 
jmfvd an opcnupa^bpsl suggested to the genius of 
the fiig£ e ■ g » ^ iii.-ii n as exe- 

<:ut ^ H^ e r - 3>« artifi- . 

(^oies, which foitnedth^Fda^^ntratuv. ad- 
vanced far into*tlie sea, and l{ri?>ly;j^£§£Ued the 
fury of the waves, wliilc the largest vessels. se- 
curely rode at. anchor within three .t, 
capafcieikjs,* 

^THrrpFmwiar ?r 

^^Bpllpbny of Ostia." The Rdtuanl? 
simy sw died to the size of an episcopal city,* \\ here 

- the right, or northern, bfanch of the river; and the dis- 

tance between their remains measures something more than twt>*niie& 
on? Ci^golanrs map. In the time of Strabo, the sand and mud depe-, 
sitedbr fhe Tiber, had ■ pro^fc 

and at a cdnsiderahle 

fcl&imeis, (ffnmi iiuntii, and (hefargL mtc- 
\vfet+<iA«lfne di Pdncnte, dc Levunte), mark liu*ehanges«ftf thcrivcr, 
and the oifbrLs of the sta. Consult, hu the pte-ent state of this 
he e>r 4 ll 1 nt map of the eceiesi&s^^^^fc*^ 
of Bencdot. XIV; a?r 

Agra Rdmmo, in, six sheets, by Cingolani, which contajj^ I 9 
rnbbia % (about o 70, 000 acre»J|; and the largo topographical [ipap of 
Ametn Weight sheets. * - • V' . ' v 

* As earljr-^ihe third, (tardneris Credibility c^ jfhe^^speh part 
ii, vol. iii, p. §£M>Si), or aMcastthc fourth, (vs.turv, Jparol. a Sanctn 
Paulo, Knfit. Efcclcs. p* «t*) r tfe }k>rV of Unrrre wt$nn ^pisropsl Hty, 
whs Senaollshed; ki jPghtiuM seem, in the ninth ccnt^fy, hy 
jijgpift Cregory IV, chvrftftglhe incursions uf Ute .%Jb«. It «4 no^tv rt- 
inn, a church, end the house, dPpabice, of the bishop: 
.six cardinal bhhops’of the thstaait church." ^Sw 
T. rh?nard, lSfett2m«je di Homo ct deW* Agrt> Rflmana,, p^as* \Z. * 
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the corn of Africa was deposited in spacious gran- 
aries for the use of the capital. As soon as 
Alaric was in possession of that importanf place, 
he summoned the city to surrender at discretion ; 
and his demands were enforced by the positive 
declaration, that a refusal, or even a delay, should 
be instantly followed by the" destruction of the 
magazines, on which the lloman peo- 

pledepended. The clamours or that pecp§,hnd 
the terror of famine, subdued the pride offhe 
senate ; they listened, without reluctance, to the 
proposal of placing a new emperor on the throne 
of the unworthy Honorius ; and the suffrage of 
the Gothic conqueror bestowed the "pufpfe On 
Attains, prefect of the city. The grateful mo- 
narch immediately acknowledged his protector as 
master-general xrf the armies of the West ; Adol- 
plitol^Wittf the r^Edr Tef domestics, 

obtained the custody of the person 
and the two hostile nations seemed to be united 
in the closest bands of friendship and alManfe* 

The gates of the city were thrown open, and Attains is 
the new emperof of the Romans, encompassed on emperor by 
every side by the Gothic arms, was conducted, in Ro- hS 
tumultuous procession, to the palace of* Augustus mans, 
and Trajan. After he had distributed the civil 
amF military dignities among his favourites and 
followers, Afctalus convened an assembly of the 
senate.; before whom, in a formal and florid 
speech, he asserted his resolution of restoring the 


y For tlie elevation of Attalus, consult Zosimus, I. vi, p. 377-380; 
Sozomen, 1. ix, c. 8, 9; Olympiodor. ap. Phot. p. 180, 181 ; Phiio$t«£& 
1. xii, c. 3, and Godefroy, Dissertat. p. 4 70. 
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majes ty of the republic, and of uniting to the 
empire the provinces of Egypt and the East, 
which had once acknowledged the sovereignty 
of Rome.' Such extravagant promises inspired 
every reasonable citizen with a just contempt for 
the^ebaracter of an unwarlike usurper ; whose 
elevation was the deepest and most ignominious 
wound which the republic had yet sustained from 
the insolence of the barbarians. But the popu 
lace, with their usual levity, applauded the change 
of laastersv'* The public discontent wasfavour- 
able to the rival of llonorius ; and the sectaries. 



oppressed by his persecuting edicts, expected some 
degree of countenance, or at least of toleration, 
from a prince, who, in his native country of 


? fhe : pagansupersti 
since received the sacrament 
of baptism from the hands of an Arian bishop.* 
The first days of the reign of Attalus were fair 
and prosperous. An officer of confidence was sent 
with an inconsiderable body of troops to secure 
the obedience of Africa ; the greatest part of 
submitted to the terror of the Gothic powers; 
and though the City of Bologna made a vigorous^ 
antf ^^fetual resistance, the people of MilftnT 
dissatisfied perhaps with the absence of Honorius, 
accepted, with loud acclamations, the choice of 
the Roman senate. At the head of a formidable 

army, Alaric conducted his royal captive almost 

■ • 

may admit the evidence of Sozomen for the Arian baptism, 
andtlkat of Piiiiostorgius for the pagan education, of Attalus. The 
Zosimue, and the discontent which he imputes to the 
Anician family, are very unfavourable to the Christianity of the new 
emperor. 



OP THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 

to the gates of Ravpnna ; and a solemn embassy chap. 
of the* principal jnlnisters of Jovius, the pre- 
torian prefect, of Valens, master of the glairy, 
and infantry, of the questor Potamius, and of 
Julian, the first of the Rotaries, was introduced, 
with martial pomp, into the Gothic camp. In 
the name of tbeu^ao^^^tthejr. consented to 

jaapeti- 

the provinces ctf ltsaj^aod 
the. West between the two emperors. Th^r* 
proposals were rejected with disdain ; and- the 
refusal, was aggrava|^dj^|hjg,fusulting clemency 
JVfto corid£scend«t‘td promise, that, 
anorius would instantly resign 
lould be permitted to pass the Per 
life in the peaceful exile of some remote 
So ctesperate, indeed, did the situation 
$£?|heson of Theodosius appenr^to those who 
. were the best acquainted with hi£,&rgi^SHtotd 
resources, that Jovius and Valens, his minister 
and his general, betrayed their trust, infattmilidy 
deserted the sinking cause of their benefactor, and 
devoted their treacherous allegiance to the service 
of his more fortunate rival. Astonished by such 
""Examples of domestic treason, Honorius trembled 
at the approach of every servant, at the arrival 
oPevery messenger. He dreaded the SCeret ene- 

1 ' - 

V; v «- 

* He carried his insolence so far, as to declare that he mutilate 

Honorius before he sent him into ciile. But this assertion Of Zosiinu* 
is destroyed by the more Impartial testimony of Oiympiodorus , ^vh o 
attributes the ungenerous proposal (which was absolutely rejected by 
At talus) to the baseness,%nd perhaps the treachery, of Jovius, 

v o 

■** , j/ti 



0 



308 

CHAP/ 

XXXI. 


He is de- 
graded by 
Alaric, 

A. D. 410. 
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might lurk in his capital, his palace*- 


mies 

hi%4^p*-chamber ; and some ships lay ready in 
tBekarbour of J&ayenna* to transport the abdi- 
cated monarc^^^ffi^ do^iions of his infant 
nephew* the 

Bp^tbcre is a providence (such at least was the 
opMiOn of the historian Procopius b ) that Watches 
oyer innocence and folly ; and the pretensions of 
Honorius to its peculiar care cannot reasonably 
be disputed. „ At the moment when his despair, 
incapable anywise (W 

tated a^anfeful (light. a seasonable reihforcetrf^f 
of four thousand veterans unexpectedly, landed in 
the port of Ravenna* To these valiant strangers, 
whose fidelity had not been < 
tions 

umhers « 

Tonger disturbed by the apprehension 
of imminent and internal danger. The favour? 
able intelligence w hich was received from Africa, 
suddenly diangcd the opinions ffl men, atid the 
state of public affairs. The troops and officers, 
whom At talus had sent into that produce, were 
defeated and slain ; and the active zeal of Hera- 
cli^^M^^ned his ow n allegiance, and that 
his peope. The faithful count of Africa trans- 
mitted a large sum of money, which fixed the 
attachment of the imperial guards ; and his vigi- 
lance, in preventing the exportation of corn and 
©fljyintroduced famine, tumult, and discontent, 

int^lltee walls of Rome. The fiultire of the 

' 

^ Procop. de BelJ. Vandal, 1. i, e. 2 . 

4 
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African expedition, of mutual 

complauu; and ^SfSiSation In 'if&^pirty of 
Attalus ; and thfe mind of his protector RfSSjfilsen- 
sibly alienated from the interest of a prince* yrho 
wanted spirit to command, or docility to obey. 
The most imprudent pleasures were adopted, 
without the knowledge* or Against ilu 1 ^dvice, of 
A 1 aric ;0i cf bWtniiite refused? fSe^&oate, to 
Embarkation, tfio iniXtulf^^reii 
of five hundred Goth>, betrayed a suspicious and 
distrustful temper, which, in their situation, was 
neither generous hor ^ prudent^ The resentment 
df the (Gothic ting was exasperated f>y the mali- 
cious arts of Jovius. who had bcea fe tile 

rank of patrician, and who afterwards excused 


his double perfidy, by declaring, without a blush, 

that be to>afoandon the service of 




ise of 


the usurper. In a I.irge'jifain hear] 
in the presence pf an innumerable multitude of 
Romans and barbarian^, Up 1 wretched Attains 
w® ^fiiiely despoiled of the diadem &hd purple; 
^Mtnose ensigns of royalty were sent by Asiatic, 
as the pledge of peace and friendship, to the son 
of Theodosius. 0 The officers who returned to 
their duty, were reinstated 
and even the merit* of a tardy reper^nee was 
graciously allowed: but the degraded of 

See the cause and circumstances of the fall of AftGdjja Kositflus, 
S80-3S3. Sozumea, 1. is, Philostof^.Lxii, c. 3. The 

two acts of indemnity in the Tfeeodostan Code, I. ix , tit. xfrxviii* leg. 
H, ^2, which were published the 12th of February, umi the Sth of 
August, A. D. 410, evidently relate to this usurpei 
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aans, desirous of life, ancf' insensible of 
ce, implored the permission of following the 
Gothic camp, m the train of a haughty and ca- 
pricious barbarian. 11 r 

Third siege 'pj ie deirradation of Attalus removed the only 

and sack of ° , 4* 5? r * j 

Rome by K^^fetacle to the conclusion oi tl*e peace; and 
A. e ailo, Alaric advanced within three miles of Ravenna, 
Aug. 24. fo p ress the irresolution of the imperial ministers, 
whose insolence soon returned with the return of 

TT* " *•- IP? ^ £3 K Ad. ^ 


t'a ritad chleftainVthatS^fiSj'tfie.per- 
of Adolphus, and the* hereditary ‘foe 
of the house of Balti, had been received into the 
palace. At the head of three hundred followers, 



city in triumph; and was perm il tod to insult his 
adversary, by the voice of a herald, who publi.cly 
declared that the ,guUt of Alirog^&l for ever 
excluded J^gm frpmjjjje iiiendsii^and* ailiancl 6f 
the emperor." The crime and folly of the court 
of Ravenna was expiated, a third time, by the 
ca lamities of Rome. The king of the Goths^ 


er dissembled his appetite for plun- 


d In hoc, Alaricus, imperatore, facto, infecto, rcfecto, ac detfcto. 
. * . Mimum risit, et ludnm spectavit imperii. OrosiUS, L vii; c. 42, 
p. 582. . . ; 

• Zosimus, 1. vi, p. 384. “So z omen, 1. ix, c. 0. Phikstorgius, I. xii, 
**,% tn this place the text of Zo^mus is mutilated* and we have lost 
of his sixth and last book, which at*tfed with the sack of 
R<na&% gulous and partial as he Is, we must take our leave of that 
historian With some regret. 


THE. ROMAN EMPIRE. , 

der and revenge, appeared m arms under the chaf. 
walls of., the capital i and the trembling senate, 
without any hopes of relief, prepared, by a des- 
perate resistance, to delay the ruin of their coun- 
try. But they were unable to guard against the 
secret conspiracy of their slaves and domestics ; 
who, either from birth or interest, were attached 

to mid * 

nigh$,. ; the Salarian gate was Silently . 

the inhabitants were awakened by the tremendous 
sound of the Gothic trumpet. Eleven hundred 
and sixty-three years after the foundation of 
Rome, the imperial city, which had subdued and 
civilized so considerable a part of inaukigd^ was 
delivered to the licentious fury of the tribes of 
Germany and Scythia/ 


i of Alaric, when he forced his Respect of 

j|i ' ^ 0W * fer the 

ever, spme regard for the law# bF'hdm 3 *^ 4 ^ anA Clu ' istian 


- - , ^ ^ . religion. 

religion. He encouraged his troops boldly to 
seize the rewards of valour, and to ehrk%^pPr 
selves with the spoils of a wealthy and^eBeminate 
people : but-he exhorted them, at the same time, 
to spare the lives of the unresisting citizens, and 


f Adest Al&ricus, trepidam Romani obsidet, turbat, irrumpit. 
Orosius, L vii, c. 39, p. 573. He despatch** this great event in seven 
, wdrd* ; but he employs whole page* in the 

Goths. I have extracted from an improbable story of Pr<£opfol«, the 
circumstances which had an air of probability. nKw Bell,. 
Vandah 1. i, c. 2. He supposes, that the city was surprtwd while th$ 
senators slept in the afternoon ; but Jerom, with more authority and 
reason, affirms, that It was in the night, noctelftoab capta cst \ 
norite cecidit murus ejus, tom. I, p, 121, ad Prihciptofn, 
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«et the churches of the apostles St. Peter 

, » Paul, as holy and inviolable; saiictuaries. 

Afiildst the horp»%g^nocturnal tumult, several 
of the Chrigji^p (^tbiS + displayed the fervour of a 
receo^^iivpi^^tia^JOi^fx^^ices of their 
piety and moderahonji^d^Iated, and 
perfi&pS adorned, by the zeal of ecclesiastical 
writers.® While the barbarians roamed through 
the city in quest of prey, the humble dwelling 
of an aged yirgjn^y^^bad^vt^iPJier ,bfe to 
the servicing |hp, 

of the -powerful Cot Its. lie immediately de- 
manded, though in civil language, all the gold and 
silver in her possession; and was astonished at the 
readiness with which she to a 




'curious workmanship. The 
bSroatirfan viewed with wonder and delight tlii.-. 
valuable acquisition, till he was interrupted by 
a serious admonition. addre ssetiMo 

-ff -frlfi- - “ SjrarSiiii - 'iiiwi 
“ consecrj^4,y^|ai ; *ehtoging to St. Peter; if 
“ yon presume to touch .them, the sacrilegious 
“ deed w ill remain on your conscience. For 
“ liJ.dare not keep what I am unable 

* Orotfite (I. v it, c. 39, p. o73~£76) applauds the piety of jlhe 
Christian^ Gotfas* without seeming to perceive that the greatest part of 
them were Arif* heretics. Jormmde*, (c. 30, p. 653), and Isidore of 
Seville, (Chron. p. 714, edit. Grot.), who were both attached to the 
Gothic cause, have repeated and embellished these igdifying tales* 
^*^8? t0 Isid< ? re ’ Aiaric himself was heard to-S^fr that he waged 
Romans, and not with the apogifis^dSach was the style 
of century t two hundred years before, the fame and merit 

had been ascribed^ pot to the apostles, but to Christ. 


OpflSlE EOMAtt EMP-fRE. ' S!& 

“ defend,” ,*:,The Gk)^^eftptarn, strHck with chap. 

the king of the tjB^hSfevwhich he had discd^tasd ", 
and received a. pereinptory order from Afaric, 
that all the consecrated plate and ornaments 
should be transported, without, damage or delay, 
to the church of the apostle:V! From the extre- 
mity, perh^K^.ati-^h.t^nirinai hifl, to the distant 
. (^natter the Vatican, a numerous detaclubeBt 5 
of Cloths, marching in order of battle through 
the principal streets, protected, with glittering 
arms, the long^.train 1 j*of ;i ^h^ r devout compa- 
mo»s;1$ii0 AorgvhlOft; on their heads, the sacred 
vessels of gold and silver; and the martialsfehats 
ol' the barbarians were mingled with' the sound 
of religious psalmody. From all the adjacent 
houa^aae^d^Qlristimis hastened to join this 

without distinction of age, or 
sect, had the good fortune to escape to the 
secure ami hospitable sanctuary of the V&ti&ttv 
Tbe learned work, concerning the 
wasi pfofessedly composed by St. Augustin, to 
justify the ways of Providence in fhe destruction 
*"o?Hhe Roman greatness. He celebrates, with 
peculiar satisfaction, this meloot^e .triumph of 
Chrfet; and insults his adversa^^1^^K^|- 
ing them to produce some similar ekampfej^gef- a 
town4aken by storm, in which the fabukrtregods 
of antiquity had befeh able to protect eiti^%et»- 
selfis,- ofctteir deluded votaries. 11 


h See Augustin, de Civitat. Dei, 1 - i, c. 1 -& He particularly qjiT 
peals to the examples of T r«), Syracuse, and Tarentum. 


t 
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chap. Jp* the sack of Rome, some rare and extraor-. 
XXXL dlhury examples of barbarian virtue bad been. 
Pillage and deservedly applauded. Bat the holy precincts of 
tome the Vatican, churches, could ' 

re<m^a v^vsw^-prx^^ou^f^the Roman 
thousand wsrjn&^fs ^. especially 
of the Huns, who served under th^s^pdard of 
Alaric, were strangers to the name, or at least, 
to the faith, of Christ ; and, we may suspect,* 


without any ' 


r,that. 


was inflamed, and every restraint was rfeniOTBd, 
the precepts of the gospel seldom influenced 
the behaviour of the Gothic Christians, The 


iWpmh rif lhr Romans;* and that the streets, 
pffne city were filled with dead bodies, which 
remained without burial during the general con- 
sternation... The despair .was 

sometimes yrhe®Krer 

the baftfeajriansvwCTe provoked by opposition, 
they?e*tended the promiscuous massacre to the 
feeble, the innocent, and the helpless. The 
privi^tfev'Cnge of forty thousand slaves 

1 Jerom (tom. i, p. 121, ad Principiam) has applied to the jRck oi, 
Rome all the strong expressions of Virg2U — •> , ; 

Qais eladera iDius noctis, quis funera fando, v >- ^ 

Explicet, , "-7 + J * ^ w -J 

Procopius (L i, c. 2) positively affirms that great numbers were slain* 

. hftjteg^Soths. Augustin (dtfCiv. Dei, V i» ^2^rl3) offer s Chris- 
t^Pfhf ort for the death of those, whose bodies (mvha corpora) hp^ 
rewtpgfed (in tantS stragej unburied. Baronius, from the different 
writings bfthe Fathers, has thrown some light on the sack of Rome. 
Anna!. Eccles. A* D. 410, N°. 16-44. 


t 


or^K ROMAN EMPIRE, JJ|$ 

excrci|jJ|withoiit pity or remorse ; and the igno- char 
minibus lh§l&is, which they had formerly received, xm 
were g ashed away in the blood of the guilty, or 
obnoxious, families. The matrons and virgins 
of Rome were exposed to injuries more dreadful 
in the apprehension of chastity, than death itself; 
and the ecclesiastical histOriOn has selected an 



iffan lady, ‘c 

andiorthodox faith, had excited the impatient 
desires of a young Goth, who, according to the 
sagacious remark of Soxbaa^^was' attached to 
the Ex^perafed by her obstinate 

resistance; he drew his sword, and, with theaOgefr 
of a lover, slightly wounded her neck. Tlve 
bleeding heroine still continued to brave his re- 
senta^fttr^MWS^^el his love, till the ravisher 



conducted her to the sanctuary of I 
and gave six pieces of gold to the guards of the 
church, on condition that they should restoSeehee 
invip&fe %o the arms of her husband!^ "Sueh 
instsoicelof course and generosity were not ex- 
> v^tremely common. The brutal soldiers satisfied 
’S'*' 

* Sozomen, 1. ix, c. 10. Augustin (de Cmtat Dei * X 17) 

intima^s, that some virgins or matrons actually killed thraohn * to 
escape violation; and though headmires their spirit, he is obliged, byhis 
theology, to condemn their rash presumption. Perhaps the gopdiJgsbOp 
of Hippo was too easy in the belief, as well as too rigid in 'tiMpptttre, 
of this ddwf female heroism. v The twenty maidens, (if they ever ex- 
isttd^ who threw themselves into the Elbe, when Magileburgh w m 
takeJ^hystorm.liaVe been multiplied to the number of twelve hundred. 
See Hlfte’fe History of Gustavus Adolphus, vol. i, p. 308. 
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THE DECLINE AND FAtL 

sensual appetites, without constl^^^Mher 
inclination, or the duties, of their female 
captives: and ar mce question of casuistry Was 
seriously those tender victims, 

wft#$fcad consent to the 

which they sust^ifeSl^^fTost, by their 
misfortune, the glorious crown'‘ofvirginity ? 1 
There were other losses indeed of a more sub- 
stantial kind, and more general concern. Jtcan- 


° »• 

outrages ; and the want of y out H, Or beaut ^ , 
chastity* protected the greatest part of the Ro- 
man women from thedimger of a rape. But 

ulitP’WTtn e different *tastes and tempers 
mWSnki nd, may he procured by the possession of . 
wealth. In the pillage of Rome, a just prefer- 
ef86(Siwaa:giveB' 

taiu thegit;atest t'afoeiiMi^'lilfeli^st co'mpaff^a’nd 
weighti^but,‘aft^r these portable riches had been 
rtitlHttwI bythc more diligent robbers, the palaces 
of Rome w ere rudely stripped of their splendid*-*' 
ire. The side-boards of mtfSsy 


See Augustin, de Cnitat. Da, f. i, e. IS, IS. He if 


l sub-* 


* ct wfttiltanarkable accuracy; and after admitting there can-’; 
not be any crime, where there Js no consent, he achfe, Sed quia non 
solum quod ad dolofem, verum etiafm quod ad litn^ihein» pevtmet, M". 
ore alieno perpetrari potest ; quicquid tale^&m fuerit, ebri re*- 
“"®| ct >ns tantissimo animopitfiicitiain non eieuftit, pudorem tamcn * - 
^*0% creditor factum cum mentis etiamvohintate, quod 4qef' , * 
fort&e side carms aliqua volnptate non potuit. In c. IS, be makes 


^eme curious detractions between moral and 


physical virginity. 


OF *itE ROMAN EMPIRE- SW > 

plate, and the variegated wardrobes* of silk and chap. 
purple, were irregularly piled in the waggons, 
that always followed the march of a Gothic agjpy. 

The most exquisite works of art were roughly; 
handled, or wantonly destroyed : many a statue 
was melted for the sake of the precious materials; 
and many a vase, in the division o|. the spoil, was 
shivered into fragments by the s troke o£&b^J:t 1 e - 
axe. The acquisition of riches served , 

stimulate the avarice of the rapacious barbaria^i 
who proceeded, by threats, by blows, and by tor- 
tures, to force from their prisoners the confession 
of hidden treasure.™ Visible splendour ( and 
expence were alleged as the proof of a 
fortune : the appearance of poverty was imputed* 
to a parsimonious disposition; and the obstinacy 
of some endured the most cruel tor- 

ment^- b#>ra they wuuld 
object of their affection, was fatal to rrmnpiiife^ 

Iiappy wretches, who expired under jtbe lash, 
for refusing to reveal their imaginar^^9m^ : 
sures. The edifices of Home, though 
mage has, been much exaggerated, received some 
injury fonn the violence of the Goths. At Jlreir 
entspice through the Salarian gate, they fired 
the adjacent houses to guide their, march, and to 
district the attention of the citizen#" 



m MafeeUa, a Roman lady, equally respectable for her 
age, and hear piety , was thrown on the ground, and cruelly beafett arrd 
fustibus HageHwque, Ac.- Jerotn. tom* i; £»- tUl » 
See .Augustin. de Clr. Dei, I. i, c. 10. The modern 
Sacco diRoma. p. 208. gives an idea of the various methods of tor- 
turing prisoners for goki. * 
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chaP. jM^lch encountered no obstacle in the cEsdtder ot 
JS^ night, consumed many private and public 
buildings; and the ruins of the palace of Sal- 
lust remained, in the age of Justinian, a stately - 
monumental* the Gothic conflagration . 0 Yet 
^iirttemfiorary historian has observed, that fire 
could scarcely consume the enormous beams of 
solid brass, and that the strength of man was in- 
sufficient to subvert the foundations of ancient 
structures^ ; Some truth inay possibly be con- 
^cesded in his devout assertion, that the wrath of 
*#fesiv£n supplied the imperfections of hostile rage ; 
hnd that the proud Forum of Rome, decorated 
with the statues of so many gods and heroes, was 
levelled in the dust by the stroke of lightning, 1 * 


; vices Which he 

J censured, employed the plunder of Numidia to adorn 

fciapal&cc and gar(kn> on the Ouii inal hill. The spot where the house 
stood, is now marked by the church of St. Susanna, separated only by 
a street from the baths of Diocletian, and not far distant from the Sa- 
latian gate. See Nardini, Roma Antica, p, 192, 193, v arui the great 
Plan of Modern Rome, by Nolli. 

o The expressions of d&tiiietafid moderate; (de Bell. 

») The Chronicle of Marcellinus speaks too strongly* 
parteniurbis Roma; cremavit; and the words of Philostorgius, (i» 
ijKHTMtn •rm ToXtu; xtifnrr ( ? % 1. xii, c. S), convey a false and exagge- i 
rated idea. Bargaeus has composed a particular dissertation, (see toim 
Rom. Graev.), to prove that the edifices of Rom^tvere 
not subverted by the Goths and Vandals. 

v Orosius, I. ii, c. 19, p. 143. He speaks as if he disapproved all ^ 
statues; vel Duiim vel hominem mentiuntur. They consisted of the 
kings of Alba and Rome from iEneas, the Romans, illustrious either 
in arms or arts, and the deified Caesars. The expression which he uses 
of Forum is somewhat ambiguous, since there existed Jivt principal 
J^orat but as they were aH contiguous and adjacent, in the plain 
i surrounded by the Capltoline, the Quirinal, the l^quiline* 

• Palatine hills, they might fairly he considered as one. See the 
Anti qua of Donatus, p. 1^«40!« and the Roma Antica of 
Nardini, p. 212-273. The former is more useful for the ancient 
descriptions, the latter for the actual topography. 





tives. 


ROMAN EMP1HE. gig 

Whatever mightbetteiKtobers of equestrian, chap. 
or plebeianrank, wboperished in the massacfeof XXX1, , 
Rome, it os confidently affirmed, that oaiy one Captives 
senator lost his life by the sword of the eriemy. q and fus “ 
But it vras not easy to compute the multitudes, 
who, from an honourable station, and a prosper- 
ous fortune, to tfie mis- 

barbawaswlead Inure occasion for money th&fefor 
slaves, they fixed, at a moderate price, tbefise- 
demption of their indigent prisoners; and the 
ransom was nfte»?|«^^pfte'"benevolence of 

of strang^s/ - The 
captives, who were regularly sold, ekherSts^O^en 
market, or by private contract, wouW' have le- 
gally regained their native freedom, which it was 
impassible ^ lose, or to alienate.* 

of their liberty would eiKfengertheir 
that the Goths, unless they were tempterf tO sell, 
might be provoked to murder, their 
soners; the civil jurisprudence had been already 
^|fSP|i by a $(£§ regulation, that they should be 

.3 Oroaius, 1, ii t c. 19, jk 142) comperes the cruelty of the Gauls 
andthe clemency of the Goths. Ita vix qpaemqaajn inventum senato- 
rgm, qui vel absens evascrit ; hie vix quemquaitt requiri, mu^forte ut 
latent perierit. But there is an air of rhetoric, false- 
hood, in this antithesis; and Socrates <L vd t c. 20) 
by an opposite exaggeration, that many senators were py^^0e^th 
with various and exquisite tortures.' "V 

* Multi . • . Christian! in captivitatcm ducti sunt.. Aqgttstin, de 

CSv. Dei, i. », c. 14 ; and the Christians experienced no peculiar hard* 
ships., , - 

* See Heifleccius Antiquitat. Juris |toinan. tom. I, p. PC* 
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to serve the moderate term of five years, 
key had discharged by their labour the price 
of their redemption/ , The nations who in- 
vadedcjthe had driven before 

thes^into Ifnly, whole tepppsL of hungry and 
aj^^ted provincials, less apprehensive of servi- 
toile thao of famine. The calamities of Rome 
and Italy dispersed the inhabitants to the most 
lonely, the 'most secure^ the most distant places 
of refuge. While^he Gothic cavaliy spread ter- 

paoia and Tuscany, the little island of 
separated by a narrow channel from the Argen- 
tarian promontory, repulsed, or eluded, their 
hostile attempts ; and at so sm&d a from 

Rom ci4tefe»^ ^ r erc securely 
lick woruls of that sequestered 



impie patrimonies. which many 


* Appendix Cod. Thrndop. xvi, in Sirmond. Opcfa, totcu Ijf'p. 73a. 
This edict was published the 11th of December, A. D. 40$, and 
more reasonable thirn proparly W the ministtTsof Honoring. 

Kmirias Igilii sylvpua caruminA iniror; 
i fraiirfarc nefa< laudis I.'w-ose 
pries nup£r tutata est insula saltus ; 

Sive loci ingenio, seu Domini genio. 
jite cum raodico victricibus obstitit armis 

atn longinquo dissociata mari. ^ 

ttmc multos Jaccri su&cepit ab urbe fugatos, 

Hie ftrais po^ito certa timore salus. $ 

3??^0aa terreno popular erat cequora bello, * * 

Contra naturam dasee timeadus eques 
Cnum, mira tides, variodiacrimine portuna! 

Tam prope Romanis, tam procul esse Get is. 

Hutilius, ini tine rar. 1. j, 325. 

dand is now called Giglio. See Oliver. ItaL Antiq. I» «» 





senatorial* 

- them, ifJjt By, t 

WJ^jSP^Nountry ; to e 

M.clie^of W& hospitable prmt»n*»- 
illustrious of these fugitives w as the noble and 
pious Proba,* the widoty.^.^g^^ect Petro- 
nius. After -most. 

wm her private fortune, tlio ej E 

» the consulships of her three sons. When theeity 


*mi 

invited chap. 
ipe 
the 


^besiege 



s> Proba sup- 


immense riches; embarked in a m ill 

whence she beheld, at. -sea* 

burning palace, and fled with her daughter Laeta, 

„the c elebrated virgin, 
eyo- 

the fruits, or the price, of her eStaU^j^b^gd 
to alleviate the misfortunes of exile « ^ft'/^pf^jfy 

i.1 f ■ i . /> n i i .cvv 


family of Proba hers^P #as not 
eppressmnof Count 
. basely sold, in matriihohial pro- 

stitution, the noMest m*idfths of Rome, to the lust 

* v - 

* d . " •* ’* '* ’■ ■ ^V»rmK v 

. • »• A* the adventures of I’rpb# and *-f‘ ^pfrtOTjKt 1 1 . il with 
life of St. Augustin, thqv ar» tlifcgentiy UTwtnWby Tiiiemont, 
%m. Ecc tes. tunv aciii, i*. 65*0-63*1; Sometime &fi^ 
itt 4^*1 Demetrilf took the veil, and made a vow ; an 

eviniw^ich «a« considered as of the highest impdrtaww toRorm* 
. ; AH .the Saints wrote congratulatory letii^ i.» 
"3-^*ly^ Cf0m U ***»**• (tom, i, p. 6^7»; aif nemtir;:ul. 

and contains a mixture ofab»t:i*d i caponing, 
spirited dectamaiion, and curious facia, some i>r w !.;< h iciale 1 * the 
«ege and sack of Rome. JHfe 
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or 


„ sTheltaliau 

fugtfaves were dispersed through the provinces, 
along the coastofjigypt and Asia, as far as Con- 
stantinople and the village of 

Bcthtefflf^he s»Htar}t'£e8lde|Ke,|if St. Jerom and 
his .f^rtS^Cdnyd^ts, was crowded With illustrious 
ljeggars Of either sex, and every age, who excited 
the public compassion by the remembrance of 
their past fortune. 1 This awful catastrophe of 

ai|d^^'dis|H)scd the fond credulity of the pM 
to deplore, and even to exaggerate, the afflictions 
of the queen of cities. The clergy, who applied 



capital, and the dissolu- 

tiifrSfthe globe. 

Bameby There exists in human nature a str$ 
of ch^ies i^d&prepiate thea< 

v. “ fy the evils, pf the presenHimeiL> ^et, when the 
first emotions haebsubsided, and a fair estimate 
waSiftiifcdF the real damage, the more learned 
and judicious contemporaries were forced to con- 
fess;' AMflHfrfffifen t Home had formerly received 
more essential injury from the' Gauls, than;she 
had now xustained from the Goths in de- 
clining a|[&* The experience of elevep ^aturies 

* jSee the pathetic complaint of Jerom, (tom. ** ^460^, in his pre- 
second book of hi& ^Commentaries oniheprophet Ezekiel, 
though with some theological partiality, states this com- 
pari^^^|^ e* 19, p. 142 ; L vii, c. 39, p, 575. But, in the history „ 


w*- 
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niitfjwFlhe sixteenth - century,' 'rae^, manfiers'W 
, IfISyexhibited a remarkable scene of Uie dejira- 

had vi&lfe^S every prejudice of ’ patriotism and 
superstition to assault the palace of the Romah 
pontiff, must deserve to be considered as themOst 

ond : hut their high-spirited valoit 
disgraced by gloomy pride, rapacious avarice, 
am! unrelcntihg ^n^^^ I^ ^^^ ^^^u the 



► ^remtSs'oT torturing their prisoners; 
ihahy of the Castilians, who pillaged Home, were 
fegpliuars of the holy inquisition ; and some vo 
luiiteers, pe^£ps* were Ifcfcehy returned from the 




rtfatcfs^%n3 the rustic, or even savage, as| 

Iff Warriors, often disguised : a 
Srcifnl disposition. But theyb'tff 
imbibed, in the first feryo jg^^^^ Irefoig^^B, 

It ~r nr^mNr- nrirn in in i hi tiliiiflf.' or 

destroy, the consecr^Sofi^cf s of cafhcdie super- 

without pity or remorse, 
« MB lt hatred agarftst the clergy of every 'deno- 
inififfliltaad degree, who form so considerable 
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a pprt 9 £$p ; and chap. 

tbrone|^^L|)d^^^^to piirify, with blod^^t^#re, 
the $|||fc?Hat£iu$ of the spiritual Babylp^p- 

l&ftVetreat of the victorious Goths, wh& etra- AIa,ic cva - 

'*'j5s- . ' ** cuates 

cuated Rome on the grata da v,^ might be the Rome, and 
result of prudence^^^^^l^^^^irely the effect 
of fc Wi i a m li r r r ^ r 1 ^ r \i 10 ’ 

Sty spoilVtfeeir isg 

r along 1 the A ppian way into the’sqSg^ii 
provinces of Italy, destroying* whatever dared to 

fate 

of Capua, the proud and luxurious 
Campania, and which was resjHHrta^CTeteliijts 
decay, as the eighth city of the empire,® h 

r adjacent town of 

b y 



• > ’<;» t 1 ’ 1 y' p 'jp m %} * t v 

! * The furious spirit of I.uther, the effect of tett^rjtodt&^usiasin, 
ha-j been foicibly attacked, lUnsauet, Hist, des Vafiatiaus dcyRg^isett 
Protest antes, livre i, p. 20-3A), and feebly d*fertde£ 

Co^paijienL de Liyth^ymauno, especially i. i, N°. 7H, pt^SC^fyd L iii, 

(L ill, 9^* p* S75), asserts, 

that he left Rain# oh lAe tftri da} • but this ctfffemjC*? Hjfcarily recon- 
ciled by the successive motions of great bodjes of troops. 


Socrates (1- vii, c. It)) pre 


; srftfcout any colour of u nth, or 


i-enjkm, that A lark* fled on die repo ft* fh^Jtha^aiyrira^af the eastern 
.empire wero in full march to attack Mm. 

“ “ ' e luxury of 

MAto&us 


8 Ausonius de Claris Crbibus, p. 2^, edft.Ti 
£g£ua had formerly surpassed thatbf Sybnrb itself. 

I^fgfcOttiphist. J. xli, p. 528, edit. Casaubtm. 

r #wfty-Oight, years before the foundation of S00 

Jfilforv tiki) .Christian era), the Jftiscaiis built Capua m Nhfet, iff the 
w twenty-three miles bom each other ; butt the latter of the 
two.fUtsf^ never emerged froth a state of mediocrity: 

■' V - ’ V» «*/ 

-jM'r 
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,t«£ I>ECLINE AND PALL 

of Paulinus , 8 who was successively 
acppsvd, a monk, and a bishop. the age of 

honour i to embrace a 
life the loud' ap> 

r fpi MMF^rrr en«ouragiM$|ga^^ the 

reproaches *jf his worldly friends, who 'ascribed 
this desperate act to some disorder of the mind er 
body. h An early and passionate r‘ 



,^J? b 

jgjpPanix, which the public devotion ha&al- 
ready surrounded with five large and populous 
churches. Theremaiijs o$ ; his. fortune, and of his 
understanding, were of 

the ; 

P^Ver failed to celebrate by 
tymn; and in w hose name he erected a 
sixth church, of supei^ elegance ^d^b^^rty. 

Such 'as^bnns ^^^^^^rad the favour of the 
saiat«!||^ jj&.lcast of the people; and, after 




, ' 'fc’J 
'• /?? 


A 


' -*y.' f**“ - v - 

]toles. tom* xiv, p. 1-146) has compiled, with, 
hid ' that relates to the life and writings of PrttK- 
nus, whose retreat is celebrated by his. own pen, and by tjje pr^i 
of St. Ambrose, St. Jerorrt, St. Augustin* S$Jgic£a» » r 
Christian £j^fjggj& JU>d contemporaries. ^ 

h See the jHtfestion&te letters ot AusO&ius (epist. 60 OJ- 

698, edit. Tall.) to 14s colleague friend, and,. disciple, Pau- 
Hxms. The^ religion of AtiBonius iaf still a problem*. (sec Mezn. de 
Inscriptions, ton), xt, p. X believe (hat it. 

4»his own tixnfc, auS* cotwcqnen^ly^^rt in his heart he wa* , 



V 


le Paulinus once presumed to say, that he believed 
Fsdix did love him; at least, as a master loves his little dog. 




;r 




r *- 


■t*m THE ROMAN.gWLEyiE. 
fifteen years retiraaB^^j^^^^ft^^Snjsepngul was 

months hefore.tbtgpity was invested bythe^Joths. 
During the siege, some religious personS-were 
satisfied that they had seen, either in dreamspr 
visions, the divine form of their tutelar patron ; 
yet it soon appes^^^i^^e^thafc Faelix 

herd: ; Nola was not saved from thg^fpSSSirzd 
devastation ; 11 and the captive bishop was pro- 

cenee’Shd poverty: Above ffotr years elapsed 
from thcsuccessful invasion of I 
of Alaric, to the voluntary reJ 
under the conduct of his successor Adolphus ; 

- , ,,, 1 j 111 

of the ancients, had 

lencies of nature and art. The prosperity, indeed, 
which Italy had attained in the auspicisaMgage 
of hhe Antoninas, had gradually deefthed with 
Afe^ieclhie tPtltevempire. - The fruits of a long 
peace perished^ the rude graspof the 
barbarians ; andtthey themselves were incapable 
ontasting the moreelegant'fBfijjem^Bta^d' luxury, 
which had been prepared for the soft 

and polished Italians. JEach ■ soklW*J|(pj£ver, 
claimed an ample portion of the substaotSfifplenty, 

JSee Joraandea, de Aeb. Get. c. 30. p. 653. I^oetqegius, I. mi, 
c.Se Augustin, dc Civ. Def, Li, & JO. Bartmius, Anna!. Kccta. 
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* 0818 'DECLINE AND KAI.L 

the cairfe and cattle, oil and wirtdjthat was daily 
collected, and consumed, in the Gothic Campt 
the prindip0^|^|tei^insulted the yillas,'and 
gardens, OJtce^idi&hit^'by^tnicul I ns and Cicero, 
al ong'tbg b&oteo&s'CO^*^ Their 

tren^ft^ 'Dapfives, the sons arid'^laughters of 
Rb man-senat 0 rs , presented, in goblets of gold 
and gems, large draughts of h’alernian wine, to 
the haughty victors ; who stretched their hug#*’ 

dis #a 

^ genial warmth, of the ? 
were enhanced by the memory of past 
hardships : ^istinpwarof. their native soil, 
the, bleak and barren 
fro 

Ifcity of the Italian cIk* 

* 

1 TChe pUdaatf*, or .plxrte»trei.% . was a .fovouriteipT the . ancients* by..; 
v.hom it was pfmiagated,/fiar the salt* of sba4i r #^tlui East to Gaul. 
Winy, Hfrt; of an enormou^ 

Rize ; which Caligula called hiv' 

nettt* as were capable of holding a large table, the pepper 

attefMiiinwfaxw. ffie emperor hhnself, whom Pliny quaintly styles pnrn 
wairtfj; an expression whiefc 'might, with equal reason, be applied t«- 
Alrftic* - - *-- 


•ontli to the destroyer yields 
Her boasted titles, ami her golden fields t 
With grim delight the hrood of winter wrw f 
A hrigfeaa^ay* and skies of azttre hnC ; 

Scent theTfeir^higrariee of tfie dp&iffljg rose, 

And qpfljf the pendant vinta£r*rH gwwa. 

Wieina, pttbli*h*dj^^ jx Id^^tetead of «rth- 

pt^^^^te^Vhromdogy and an tarsi history, d^QfcJdul not Mr.Gncy- 
a P|BMfeygrs of his gfsaam toftrish tho phttoWpJric poem, of wfcktt - / 
*n tptq$&* apecimea ? ~ , . y 








i 


dtefrHE komak e«®ire. 

Whethe^ame, - were chap. 
the- obje#^f Ala.ri0^Mipmae& th ffiS&QMt with x ^ xr ~ 
aft indeMt%aWe e«^mr. Which could llW'te Death of 
quelled byadvef sity, nor satiated by si 
soonetbad -he reached the extreme land*of Italif, - 

p ro- 


Alaric, 

A. D. 410. 




meditated against' the c6nlihlif£ 
of Africa. The straits of Rhegium andMes- 
sina n arey4w^!^p®i^^^f(^and, in the 
nartWsSk^'p«Ba^6ii abdStAirte fffafe fhid a half 
broad; and the fabulous monsters** 
the rocks of Scylla, and the 
dis, could terrify none but the most timid and 
unsfci|ffr|-<^^ as the first di- 

the transports; their courage \ras da*utted by. the 
terrors of a new element ; and the tvh^^ife^pir 
was defieated hysfee premature death ttnSterie, 

illness, the fatal term 
of his c^quests.’ Tbe ferocious charadter of the 
barbarians was displayed; i&the funeral of a 
. herf, whose valour, and fettftQ^^jdirated 
with mournful applause. ' By bf a 

captive multitude, they foriably divevfeg&ithe 


t perfect description of the StYaits of McS^idd^Scyl!*, 
see CIurerm**<la& Antiq. L iv, p. l3&fep&$d Sicilia 


- "..For'dfc# 
cititjm iiyAdi 

Aft pi. &~76), who bad dStigttttiy studied the anttents, and 
surveyed rHth a curious eye the actual face of the cjumry. 
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CH A P. 7 coif*N£the Busentinus, a smalt river that washes 

-xxxi. jfei.^paHs jQoiiseatia. ' The Poyalr S^pakhpe, 
«*«*%»%*** ' ^ ^ ' - - . 

‘^dorned^il^y^roteodid spoils, and triples, 

' of the vacant bed ; 

the o^tfrli rj i raiir , . to their na ' 

turafefiiflSHBi ; and the secret-spot, where the 
reMsdns-of Alaric had been deposited^ was for 
• evereoncealed bythe inhuman massacre j»f-the 
prisoners, who had been employed to execute 
the wort" ' 

Adolphus, 
bin^ of the 



A* D. 412. 


jp — r l — f rttnty be best understood from ( 

' $^tt£h*rohversation with an illustrious citizen of%j 
Narbonne ; who afterwards, in a pilgrimage to- ;t 
frte JS^T^and, related in jUw. j 

l«'ese®e^o£tfre “ In the.ful] 4 

“ rnnfribpTrr of fftbmr and vietory, 1 once spired ;; 
,•* (saii^i^blphus) to change the face ofth^Swk: 
#* verse t to-etfitfraie the name of Rd||^ em& ^ 
*f'3®&0jjj00j0*tht dominion of the-Getbl i J&fi- 
“ to iicqfcite? like Augustus, the immortal maief ^ 
“ of th.e foamier of a new -empire- ;■> 


laws are csscntiaSjjMiseeessaJFy to maintain and •' 
j. regulate a wefr-coristituted state ; and- that. 
afaL fierce untractahle humour of the Goths 


* lettttades, de Reb. Oct* c* 30, p. Gu4. 



imperial court a treaty of friendship and alliance. 

their, extravagant oath, to deliver ItdlblpISfctte 
intolerable weight of the Gothic ’jkWers and 
they readily accepted their service against the 



, they soon ex- 


am! 

fare from 

* Orosius, c. 43, jk. lb 
m the year 415, from Africa to Palcstinlb’.to viaitSt. Jerom, and to 

Tali tT. A ’ i *>& 


consult with him bn the' subject dt 1 — ^ 9 ^ ■ 

* Amende* supposes, without much prebebUtty, Adolphu* 
¥m|edfad plundered Rome & second time, (more locrij^r^ eraait). 
Yeti* agrees with Orosiotipi supposing, that a trw&y W^peacc^as 
cvtiq&te st Careen the Gothic prince and Honoriu* See Oros. 1. vii, 
c. 43, p> # 6j 94,$& Jomandes, de Beb, Getkis, c. 31, p. 6 54, GJ5, 






f 


CHAP. 


His marri- 
age with. 
Placidia, 
A. D. 414. 


, 4M& mgm>xaQ $mjh fall 

tea|g(kihew.quarters from the^lfedfreF^eaajtp 
$$.vGcean. The oppressed prmfiocials.pight 

exclaim, tba te^^ja sraMe remoimt., wbi# 4^ 

«> lou,s wc ^ 
filiate, oi< j^^ r ^tte*.yi()lent:e 
of thd Goths. The cities ef GaahLylhch they 
attacked, might perhaps be considered afuinn 
state of rebellion against the governmenfcx^ig- 

A<ihlphus; afld the guilt of any irregular, urn- 
successful, a^j^hp^iljty^nn^^iriwnys. be im- 
puted, \vith an. .aypearai^^.|g^^w^^^- -the 


,> , ' awC * * ^.^...Jpine. The luxury of Italy 

fr&dheen less effectual to soften the temper, than-, 
to relax the courage, of the Goths ; and they lia4 -. 


institntion%,.«f : <w|^^g^|^^v.' ^y,. 

wereprobably 

sinceiKWi bis attachment to the caus&trf^h^ 
rgpublin w^srjgpur^d by the ascend^|^hich,|t 
I^piqgg|g|§g^£s had acquired osrer, the heart and 
underitanding of the barbadian king. 

' ' ' . - •* ■ V* <4 r 

• T’icV*tS|«hta>f the Cntbe from luifyv and. lhoir 
ill C.Miil, ai-e dark and ilouhtftll. I have derived mBWJwffitatk'e from 
Ms.-h-uu,' iHist. of the OTIriWt tffiMtowt, '1. viiiy pf^H'SS, 36,-jWJi 
ivh»ias illustrated, and MatiEftM, the hrukeftipheBiircleii 

times., * ** ■ , ^£r‘ * , •*" '** 

^jBj&iv-acamnt of Placidia in Duc&fefjj!l$g 7 ^&ift> byzitht. p. 73,4 
AndTMjlV^il,. Hat; do Ess percuss tom**? p* SCO,- 3fc6, Ac. ton Mh 
n. ' 210 . \ f . £ 


floras roman 

iTie datighfi# of 
Galla, hPS&ttoP 



sm 

and of chap. 


cdu- 


XXXI. 




cation Chttstantinople ffett*s*he 

e ventfat Sfc6r/ %f Tier life is connected with 
reveftHffiSfi& %Bich agitated the western empire 
unddf the reign of her brotjber Honoritis. When 
Rome was first Alaric, 

her 

fier cousin Serena has a cruel and*^ 
grateful appearance* which, according to the cir- 
cums ! 



Th# Victorious barbarians detained* 'fell 
hostage or a captive," the sister^c# ftbfrorifcfr; 
but,* while she was exposed to the disgrace of fob- 

who praises the beauty of PlaekKa, may perhaps 
be counterbalanced by the silence, the 
sifert^of her fl^f^ers ; yet the splendWf'SPher 

% ' man- 

eondesfeeffi „ ,, 

on She mind of AdolpKus *, a ^ 
aspired to call himself the broth#* d 

TheiniDistersof^IonoriusrejStjtedwithdi 

projvasal of an alliance, so injurious to 

S|wi«:v»,p.3io. \ 

■ j£m*u 1. yi, p. 3S3. Oroaic*, fl. *ii f e. 40, p. anti the 

Chronicles of Marrellimr* and IdaHus, seem to suppo- e, that tht 
Goths did not carry away riacidia till after the !v*t ot Home'* 
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pride f OTl|p!ity 
ffefe' f®stitution R '«f 'Placidilt 
condition of 

ter of^geASgi^ ^^ S^^yftfacwit reluctance, 

x&M>p&c$y' <vho yielded ^jSi^iitf'Mtihess 
ofstatnre,but who excelled in theih‘6# Attractive 
qualities of grace and beauty. The marriage of 
Adolphus and Placidia* was consummated be- 
fore the Q&&& the? &£ 


HjjmK L- : ij* 






iVlTk] 


'i-msK? 



PFCTgmraiiTmi 


wm&Mk 




H|j^||^8PWP%casidn, the Roman habit, 
effirt^fited himself with a less honourable seat by ^ || 
her side. The nuptial gift, which, according to k ^ 
the custom of hjs natic|i»^ |^aai^fefed to PI 




* See il®£ pictures of Adolphus and Placidia, and the accouiiMjy 
their marriage in Jornandes* de Reb. Geticis, c. 31* p. 6^4*65^ 
With regard to the place #here the nuptials were stipulated; srwr 
> the MSS. of Jornandes vary between;^*? | 
neighbouring cities, Forli and Imola, (Forum Livji and Forun/fcor- 
nelii). It is fair and easy to reconcile the Gothic htstorian||witb 
Olympiodorus, (see Mascou, i. viii, c. 4G): but TillesnqtU gtows 

peevish* and^frWears* that it is not worth while to tty t^eonriliaU.* , 

r .« • , , 

Jornandes with' any good authors. ,r ' ’* " . 

y The Visigoths (the subjects* of Adolphus) reattoifned, by sub^;, 
sequent laws, the prodigality af conjugal love.- /ItPWas illegal 
husfcaawl to make any gift or settlement for the benefit of b» wife 
d uj^S ttie first year of their ntarrutgc ; and^wiliberality could not H . 
any '4SMiau«ed the tenth part of his property. The Lombards wetw 
somewhatxnore. indulgent : they allowed the morgingrup immediately 



OJfcV?HE ROMAN 

of her coupfigr. 

cesofgold,the#her 
with of an inestimable.valtte. ’ Ag^ 

taluvspyhmg the sport of fortune, and of the 
Goths; was appointed chorus of the 


Hymeneal song;.. 


.emperor 


?r tte 


after tte wedding night ; nnd this famous gift, the 
might equal the fourth part of the husband's suftfUnCoT 
tiou* jtoaidens, indeed, were wide enough to stipulate beforehand a 
preseni*|fhich they were too sure of not deserting. See Ifldfei^uieu, 
Esprit des Lobe, 1. six, c. 25. Muratori, deUe Antk^td^Itahane, 

owe & curious detail of this nuptial feast to *the' Rtstoria n 
Olytojao&tuf, dp. Fhotiurp, p. tB5> IBS, 


Some cau- 


CHAP. 

XXXI. 


the in^»lenee -«fSM^ 
triumph ; -Qnd the provincials rejoiced in this.aMj*.. 
ance, which tempered, by the mild influence of 
love nnd Gothic 

loi^k! 

The hundred basins of gold 
sented to Placidia at her nuptial feagt,fortne&an 
inconsiderable portion of the Gothic treasures; 
of may be 

Adolphus. Many 

pure gold, enriched with jewels, were -found in 
their palace of Narbonne, when, it waspitlagedi 
in thesixth century, by the Franks : • sixty claps, 
ots$$l$Qi%- fifWSir^S atens, of plates, for the use 
of the communion ; twenty boxes, or cases, to 
holc^the bookE of the gospels: this consecrated 
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i* iwas distributed . 

• the churches, of his 


the' |?f mgc<iV 
.^oldv.of.the u eight of five hundA«L)(^d% K .«Hl 
of far superior value, Irom tie* precious stones* 
the exquisite, w ork n 1 an sh ip > and the tradition 




t 

>om of 
and pro 
e 


- 'r{ 
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Have celebrated, aaoperobfeet still more re- 
markable 1 ; a tablebf considerable siae^’of one 
single^, piece' of^solid emerald, 0 encircled with 
three rows of fine pearls, supported by three hun- 
dred and sixty-five feet of gems and massy gold, 
and estimated at the price of five hundred thou- 
sand pieces of gtdA^^feBSfifi^^pertion of - the 

' obedience : bat the far 'greater 
parted been the fruits of war and rapine^ the 

spoiSpiff the empire, and perhaps of Rome. 

Oppres- for 

the relief 

•was per- of itaiy 

mitted, amidst the factions of the 
the wounds of that afflicted ^ortt&rf* &f* a *17. 
wise and humane regulation, the eight provinces 
whicfiiJi^^ injured, Cam- 

Calabria, Brut^um, 


c The president Goguet (Origine des Loix, &c. tom. &* Jp-WStfa It 
of opinion, that, the stupendous pieces of emerald, the statue*, and 
column!, which- antiquity has placed in Egypt, at Gades, at Constan- 
tinople, were in reality artificial compositions of coloured glass. The 
famous emerald dish, which is shewn at Genoa, iswuppobed to coon- 
ten a nee the suspicion. ’ . 

* * ‘Nlmaciii^Hist. Saracen ica, 1. », |k Roderic. Tolet. Hist. 
Arabic. 9. Cardonne, Hist, de FAiHwjffi^ e* da rKspsgne sous let 
Arabes, tom. i, p. 83. It was caned the Uhle of fSbfei^ accordiag 
to the custom of the orientals, who ascribe to that prince every an- 
cietit work of knowledge or magnificence. ’YpS?; 

* His three laws are Inserted in the Thaodosian Code, 1 xl, tit. 
xxviii,’ leg, t ; h xi, leg- 12 ; L xr, tit, xit, fe^lJUShe ex. 

preatfcms of the last are very remarkable ; since they contain not~n- 

apwlo^r- , 

rot. r. 7 




* 
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chap, indulgence of five years: t the?^^»ar^^b^cf 
X ^ X1 - upsreduced to . one-fifth, and even^ixat fifth was 
destined tUrrftM S I lfcl Nl ^^ PP*^ < *^ € 

diminution of taxes,' "to ' 

should occupy, or the strangers who should so- 
licit them : and the new possessors were secured 

ton*:-, 

, t - . , ■^ fif^'^ hhtfalied in the name of Honorius, WPwm 

lish- tlie guilt, and memory of all the involuntary 
offences, which had 

restoration of the ca- 
^isifpthe citizens wpre encouraged to rebuild 
the edifices which had been dest^ped dr damaged 
by hostile fire - ^4 ^t®aacdWs^ 

^ttS^d^arians, wik soofa recalled by the 
’ of plenty and pleasure ; and Albmus, 
pfefeet^ Rome, informed the court,yth 
anxiety and surprise, that, ina single day *bc|pad 
taken, an account o | the ' arrival 
thousfiil; grangers/ Jo leSs than 


- * Oijmpiodorua ap. HM^eVMC VM***** 
t J^Oast when Honoriu* made hi* triuraph 9 *:*»*ry . *“ 
fbuttumns, with hi* hand and twice, <***'•«' ****&& **"*T 
SSTind the Chronicle of Prosper eotmnend* Heraefam, qdi » 
Romans m bi* ’r e par ation em atrennam exhibuerat mini*tenum. 



t%TfcE S9» 

the almost chap. 

obliterated^ > ^j|| |i ^^ .ijp |i( i Mrptf -ti» resume its i ^f i I ; t 
former splejadottraai tranquillity. The venerable 
nmtroBwieplatStd her crown of laurel, which had 
beea .nigled by the storms of war : and was still 
amused, in the last mo^^t of her decay, with 

ptthky was soon dfettwbgg fterolt and 
bjtthe approach of an hostile armament f com the H. LL , 
country which afforded.^ the daily subsistence of 

t«r- 




1, with, 

the cause of Honorius, was 
of his consulship, to assume the character of a pe- 

: ports of Africa. 




and his feet, when it cast anchor j 
* the Tiber, indeed surpassed the fleets of^&OKS 
if all the vessels, ineltRfliigthe 
boat, did actually 
amodnt to the incredihte number of ^netlioo- 

N - -t% - 

* fThe dat* qf th* Voj 0 g« of 'fpr‘f|j)j l'Si||iii^|iwUniiii it 
clogged with Home difficulties ; but. hy 

nomica] characters* that he left Borne tjfci m ■of' September, a#d 
«mtekgd at Porto tb*0ih of October* A. D. 4J& Sff 
Hist* dpi Kmpcreu^ turn* r, p. 8 $ 0 . b this poetbqj |5«w*ry. 
Kutiliu* (i , i, 115 , Ac.) addresses Bornean a high stray Sjf efWgratu- 

Cf ^ nale# 1 f , * ro * .ftwUu^iw aocratl 
* y Verj^rfs in vi rides Rtpna recinge comas, Ac. 

' - , » . ^ ^ . j»- 





in * 

\ 
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chap, sand-two hundred . 11 Yet witiffcteeh a*), arma- 
XXXI. mCtl t, which might have subvert^or rested, 
the greatest, earth, the AlRcan 

usurper 

fi^,thce port, along the ;tP 1 & e 

g^tes' of Rome, he was encountered^. temfied, 
and routed, by one of the imperial captains; and 
the lord of this mighty host, desertjpg his for-’ 



Carthage, he found that the i 
prdrince, disdaining such an unworthy ruler, had 
returned to their allegiance. The rebel was be- 
headed in the imcient; bis 

fe, riot exceeding the moderate 

sumoffour thousand pounds ol gold, were grant-^ 
ed to We br^yc Constantius, who had already 
defended the tlaone^ which be-3fterwafafe share^. ^ 

with feebly 

w |^ ^^ppe ind^fegigee , the calamities of ppnae 

h Orosius composed his history in Allies, only two years niter the 
events ; yet hi* authority seems to be overbalanced by the W&prob** 
bility The Chronicle of -Vlarcellimis gives HeracliaDy^^ 

ships and 3000 inen ; the latter of these numbers is ridiculouslypor- 
nipt 5 but the former would pleasejme very nitkh. "ft . • 

i The Chicle of Idatius affirms* without the least apppi^pee of 
truth, that B» advanced as far as Otneuluja^iu he 

was overthrown in a greai battle, with the lolll oi ^ty, thousand 
#' - . •%* 
mem < . * - 

ki^ce tod. Thcod. 1. jv, tiU.xiv, leg. 13. Th^hegal acUjrt^®'* 
ed in. Ifot Kutme, even the manumission ol slave#, were deduced * nv ?v 
lid, A ifap^ad been formally repealed. 

.A'»- ■ ‘ " ,, 


\\ 

\ l f 
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and Italy; 1 but the rebellions attempts of At- chap- 
talus and Heracliah, against h is personal safety, ^ XXXI * 
awakened, for a moment, the torpid insilhct of 
his nature. He was probably ignorant M the 
causes and events which preserved him from these 
impending dangers ; and as Italy iyas no longer 
invaded by any foreign or dotnestid enemies, he 





the tyrants "beyond the Alps ty&fe r< 

^uished in the name, and by the lieuteii&Hts, 8f 
the son of Theodosius.® In the course of a 
busy and interesting nairath#, f-tnight possibly 
foirget to mention the death of such a r ^ace : 
and I shall therefore take the 
serving, in this place, that he survived 
siege of Rome about thirteen years. 

TJs# T>f who received Revolu ; 

r ' tions of 

n Gaul and 
Spain, 

A. D. 409- 


successful ; and seeTrie 
was acknowledged, from thewall of Ahtoftinus 41s> 
to the columns of Hercules ; and, 

ffhMS^drder, he shared the' dSminioil, 

' 1 1 have disdained to mention *: very foolish, and probably a false, 
report, (Prpcop. de Be!!. Vandal* R |» C. 2>, that Honorius was alarm- 
&- ed V Rw Rom, tUf he updeaBtOdd^that it was not a favourite 

chi&eir of dft’KMIe, "tat ^ U*’iwo>^, »hicb tad 

been lost. Vet ev# this story U voistk evident 
* The maferla^ for the Iiv£s of aft thebe' tyrants are taka&J 
six toatemporary historians, two Latins, aruTlSur r Crdtt|^|^&R^diLs> 

1. V>ky. 42, p.,581, 5S2, 683? llenatus Proftiturus Frige^as, apud 
Gregor. Tnron. I. ii, c. 9, in the historians of France, toffu lf,p. 165, 

166? Zoijfftis, !. vi, p. 371 ; Olympi^fnais, Jhiot/jngO, 
181,184*, 185 s SozomeiO. is, e. T£,13; ft* T$#r an# Plrilostorgius, 
i. xi, c. 5, 6, with Godefroy’s Dissertations, p. 447-4SI ; besides the 
four Chronicles of Prosper Tyro, Prosper of Aqiutam, iiatius, and 
M arcellinns. 
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\e plunder, of Gaul and Spain, with the 
s of barbarians, whose destructive progress 
%ras no Ipnger checked by the Rhine or Pyrenees. 
Stai^^yvfth the blpo^'ctf the kinsmen of Hono- 
ri^^w' txtorted, from the court of Ravenna, 
he secretly corresponded, Gratifica- 
tion of liis rebellious claims. Constantine en- 
gaged himself, by a solemn promise, to deliver 
Italy from the G*oths ; advanced as far as the 
banks of jjlfcer alarming, rather than 

ammous ally, hastily returned 
palace of Arles, to celebrate, with intem- 
perate luxury, his vain and ostentatious triumph. 
Rut this transient prosperity was soon intemipt- 

Vf who, during the ah- 
ofistans, a prince already in- 
vested with the imperial purple, had been left to 
command in the provinces of SpaitL Pear sdme 
reason, - " of which w£ afro Gerontius, 

instead of it dirlhc 


feead frirad maximus, who fiked Ins re- 


sidence at Tarragona, while the active count 
pj^S^fpnv surds, through the Pyrenees, to sur- 
prise* iTtwo emperors, Constantine and <M|i 
stans, before they could prepaTfe 
The son was made prisoner at Viennife&fed'Hm- 
mediatefy'jput to dea^V'Sid the J&l&rfiinatc 
, youth had scarcely to deploc^ffe elevation 
“““ ffamHy ; ^thtefihad teri$fted£ v or impelled, 
crile^jousfy' to desert tlii^jpeacefui obs’euri- 
i mo&si&ic life. The father maintained a 




THE 



ms 

3 walls CHAP, 
the “ 

„ thedpproach 

an artnv. The name of Honor&^ the 
tion of a lawful emperor, astonished the 
contending parties of^|to , >rebels. Gerontius, 

uIiiiihIiHii fl hy to the 

from 

which' appeared 

^Wariimate the last moments of his life. . In the 
: of the nighd;, a great body of his perfidious 

. his house, 

_ Hlsypif^ava- 

' the nation of i 


faithful slaves, were still attached to Ins person; 
and he used? with so much skill and Resolution, a 

weapons were spent, fled at the dawn of day ; 

' '* &Mby 

•cf their 

^ jiers,; provoked by sueh ob- 

stinate yesi^taace, applied fire on all sides to the 

t_ T— IV, i>nl oVt' i l-r-r ko nnmrvlinfl « itll 



! - * 

and Gerontius, if he had not been re 
H might have ir 



he complied with 
^cut-off 



, hpuse. In this fatal 
- the request of his 

his head.,. The wife ... .. T > 

• Urn- not to abandon her to a life of mpefjr and 

It^vord; 
terminate^hy^edeath 

_____ __ _ ^ i, after three ineffectual 

stride^ drew a short dagger, and sheathed it in 



3*4 THr BEOi,mE^D ?£jLL 

CHAP, his b£$ri. n The unprotected M^gmus, whoagfe 
hejbsd invested with the purple,* w,as indebted 
f# his life to was entertained 

of liis power iarnf ahiUties.^, The caprice of th* 
barbariai^who rayag^^pf^ on^morc seated 
thijs jrpp^ml phantom on the t^f^e-^but they 
soon resigned him to the justice of F IonoHus ; and 
the tyrant Maximus, after lie had been shewn to ■. 
the people of Rayenna and ftpme, was publicly; , 
executed. . ' 

and‘ r vk?o- The genf^^eon^teiiUus 

ties of the raised .by his approach the siege of ArlesjSjpd 
contmn- dissipated the troops of Gerontius, was horn 
tius - a Roman : and tins remarkable distinction is., 
strongly expressive of the 


:e conspicuous in the per- 
£t‘general,° marked him* in the popu- 
lar opinion, as a candidate worthy of tlie throne, 
which he afterwards ,asc 
intercourse of. 


Character 


general 

Constan 

tius. 


:oi 

tred on this act 

of 




>U' 

th of an ecclesi 

wt r rtf flrtrrm 

as 

fti 

16 

V 

wiic oi vvrun 

of her religion. 
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trumpet^aa^iBi^ Wrt , to a$ms ; whir he 
mounfc^hls'Ao^e, and, bending down (ftflrsiaeh 
was his’singular practice) almost up&n the neck; : 
fiercely rolled his large ‘animated eyes round the 

' ‘ fi&frh •the eoBII‘?ttf 
Ravenna the importantcommission of extirpating* 
rebellion in the province^ of the West ; and the 
pretepded ’«afSSn^a^GI^^6^S^te^ljoying a 

his edpital by^ the arms of a nm^e^iViillfHiltilUfe 
enemy. Yet this interval f& a 

snecessful negotiation w ith the Franks and Ale- 

dobic, soon re- 
,the 

operations of thfestege Artefc 
general, instead of expecting the attack' in his 
lines, boldly, and perhaps wisely, rcsolvedto pliss 
tfaeyjpp^jjcVi srtifrfo 4neet the barbarian^. *■ His 

seCrag'^thatj while th«g? togged the infantry of 
Const antius in the front, th«y ..i|*re suddenly at- 
tached, surrounded, and 
of his lieutenant Ulffeilas, fe hla 'silently 
gained an advantageous-post in their rear*-^fhe 
remains of the arfttjrrtf Edobic were: preserved by 
flight or submission, and their leadeaesoaped from 
the" field of battle to the house of a' faithless 
friend ; who too clearly understood, that the |^ad 
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char. obnoxious guest wouidthean acceptable 

10 $' lucrative present to the itapseriai general. 
' On behaved wife the 

^ dekno^letigt^l the nferi(N^ services of 
Ulphitas :■• but lie turned with homwvfirom the 
assassin of Edobk|E«nd sternly intimated hisc«pi- 
mands, that tUg camp should np longer, 

walls of ^rles, thc^jwiin of -has last hopes, was 
tempted to place; some cft$ifidepc^J*'SQ generous 

for 

jjgjMnBijpi^PWnHl character of a (Christian 
jmSBytor, lie ventured to open Hie gates of the 
city. But be soon experienced, that the pri^c** 


Death of 
the usurper 
0 >ustan- 
tine, A. D. 
411, Nov. 
2S. 


ierab indeed, refused to su% fc& 
Wood of Constantine ;Jbu£ the 


laurels with l^ blood of Constantine v^4 the 
I (1 idu^rtii rm P r r n r and his son Julian, were jp*t 
under a strong guard into, Italy ; aajd before fcey 
readied the palace of Ravenna, tliey>D#d ^ 
minist^#bf^Iaatb* ^ •-* ' 

that 


*■ &**&&•* *?*-’ ^ " f- 

Jovitius, Oti«i^nost^c»y' 

™Tau”’ id^onal merit to the prinoi*M* , hom the ard- 
ju«, a. d. deStfi&tbdr birth had^sealed bn the throne, a 

411— 4 1C- W ... . 


ok ¥he 

rapid succession of the fate 

of their jjfcdcces^Sr^, ‘ Stitt iontinued*4o arise. 
Tliis mischief #as peculiarly felt in tlie provinces 
of Spaih'andT-&uI, where the principles dfwfder 
and obedience had been extinguished by war and 
rebellion. Before Constea^fe resigned the 'pur- 
pk* and in Arles, 

iV , l'a^i^Bie^Sde^m®ibl«, 

in" the Upper Germany, at the instigadSff df 
Goar, king of the Alani, and of Guntiarius, 

iWli&hf’tKiy 5 ' Kail' bfestb#<kUthe empire, ad* 
danced with a formidable host of 
from the banks of the Rhine’ fothirae dlHhe 
Rhone. Every circumstance is dark and extraor- 

l reign of Jovinus. 



t;U Mhm<sr) 

have asserted, in a field of battle, the jtfiitiee *>f 
the cause of Honorius. The hasty- _ 
C^tiithh^usi^ht be justified by weJgflitjr rea*» 
sSSferhut he’i^ghed, without a struggle, the 
possession of Gaul : and Danjanus, th^pretorian 
prefect, is r^Srded as the on ly magistrate who 
refused to yield 'obe^tf^ tbE - 5 the» usurper* 


-Hr Sidonius 




14 '-* 


__ / (t>» 0* p $S&| and Kfl; 

P- stigmatising the incuutan&of of 

Joviftus, r the ptrji/fy of Gftrontius, continsea lo observe* tVf all the 
tyrant* Urtft ntiited in the person of EbmUnflS»jM?t the 
* re*pee^Me «*«raet «5 in the world, and ewn in tb* 
chureh; held w devout correspondence with St. Angtmin and St, 
JerorO ; abd <&s complimented by the Utter (tom. iii, p. 66) witfct&e 
epithets of Cbmti^aorum Nobilisrime, and Nobilium ChristianiM&se. 


m 
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ch^p. When the Goths, two years’Sfter the siege of 
Rome, established their quarters in Gaifl,it was 
natural to supptSgrthat their inclination could be 
divided. emperor Honorius, 

with alliance, 

apd^thl ; Ifilg^tdJr Attalus, wilrttrififey reserved 
in tneir camp for the occasional purpose of acting 
the part of a musician or a monarch. '-Yet in a 
moment of disgust, (for which it is not easy to 
assign a causfe, ^ ;% dat^,^dQlphus connected 

ignominious task o 

the treaty, which ratified his own disgrace. We 
are again surprised to read, that, instead of coital 
sidering the Gothic alliance as .tbj§ firmest Support 


the officious importunity 
eSiftalus ; that, scorning the advice of his great' 
ally, he invested with the purple his brother Se- 
bastian-; and that he most imprudently accepted 
the service Saras, wbfedthal%aHant chief, the 
.soldier of Honorius, was provoked to desert the** 
court dfh, prince, who knew not how to reward* 
or, punish* Adolphus, educated among a race of 
- esteemed the duty of revenge -ns' 
the most precious and sacred portion of their <in-- 
heritance, advanced with a body of ten t^WS®»d 
Goths to encounter the hereditary Inemy of the 
house of Balti. He nlthefced SaruMdt'an un~, 
gu^cded moment, When he w asia&companied 
ot^^hy eighteen, 0r twenty of his valiant (ol~ 
loi^^ Gmted by friendship,animated by despair,, 
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but at longth oppressed, by t mj*ltitudes, this band chap. 
of heroes ilftseryed tfae without exciting XXXI - 

the compasdcui^; of t.heir enemies.; and. the 1 lion 
was no* sooi0x taken in the toils, 4 than he Was 
instantly-despatched . The death of Sarus dis- 
solved the loose alliance which Adolphus still 
maintained with the> > Gnul. He 

wlpru- 



- assurance that he Would ,ii 
diately transmit, to the palace of Ravenna, the 
heads of the two?t3gM|fb#IE^lV>iKBd Sebastian. 
The htog^pf -■ tjte Gotlis executed' his promise 
without dmicultv or delay: the belplgsa }&&&&&* 
unsupported by any phonal merit," Were abiin- 
doned by their barbarian auxiliaries ; and the 

gas expiated by the 
?The 

emperor, dhoaexa" fa^t'^ke ‘ 

been promoted, degraded, insulted, restored, 
again degraded, and again insulted, .wss fiaaii^ 
abandoned to hisfate: but when the Gothfe king 
withdrew his, protection, he yyn&r^itrakied, by 
pity or contempt, from jeering any violence to 
the person of Attains, Th*^*§bjrt unate Attalus, 
who was left without subjectSAr #llie 9 , embarked 
in one #f the ports of Spain, in seareaofxome 



•>jr 




-sayg,‘ pi&f 35***$* (or r*J£) may sigmfy * sack, or 

a loose g&QBttpt ; and titUmetkpd of 

contort!^ was much prEctised bythoHon^ (Ammiun. 
nriSf})#' ; J1 fufc pris vif avec dm filet*, is the translation of TiUeiuont, 
Hist, d«| ^i«perettrs f tom. t, p. ' > 



nus was 


the Suevi, 

%^'x^ 9 ' secured of that ffemote'«£j| 

, sequBftefed Country ; and wc may observe, 

sure symptom of -domestic happiness, f|hat in a 
perifl^ »j tt£w faar hundred years, Spain 
very firlsv* materials to the history- of the J^^Sa 
empire. The footsteps of the barhaiM A i^irlid, 
in the reign pfGallieqps, had penetra^ftferond 
the Pyrenees, wey sooteebliterate dj^i fte return 

S ace anc| fo Ifurttf centr^^the^^^, 

gra, the cities of Emwita^-Mdw-^ 
hlta. . Seville. Braeara, apd Tarragona, yf§?<e 
numbered with the most illustrious of the Roman 




q*the koman ej*pibb. 944 

world. . anim al, the cu*e< 

t' jr * ira* 


> afad the peculiar advantagcSs^f 
nayatstofes contributed to support aiunttensix* 
aadprofi table trade/ Tj^j arts aim apienccs 
flourished under th^^jp|^§^e emperors ; 

1 1 

ofcffeeHSermans,- -vvho had spread terror ami de-* 

solation from the Rhine to the Pyrenees, Reined 


to reldndl%s^ 

tndwntains was 

intrusted twthe hardy and faithful 
country, they successfully repellM"#» fre<pKni 
attempts of the barbarians. But no sooner had 
fbeh^pa^|^p^i»Wipelled to resign their 

tU ,f tn r~ of 

Op^^me^dtaikthe ipfljp* 

cberously betrayed to 4bSs 
ten months before the sack of Ronm/i^the 
Goth^/CThe ^ewsciousness of guilty and h the 
thh^Ofrapioe, prompted the mercenary guards 

r Without, recurring to the more jgcient writers, I shall quote 
three respectable testimonies which* the fourth and seventh 

centuries* ilwMxpotftky iqtiitr ¥ 
Hudson's Minor^eogr^heia) ; ^iwmuu % (de0ajr^|f|h^P^ jK 242? 
edit. Toll.), and Isidore of Seville, l^refat *a 'Chrak. up Grotiiim, 
Hist. Goth. i>. 707). Mon; particulars relative*® the fertility tUdAurfe 
nf Sp*w, may he found in Nennius, Hhpiab llluitrsu, jadiuHovt, 
I list. Alt <5ommerce des Ancicns, c. 40, p. 228*234. 

■■* tWd^'is accurately If&cA in the Fasti, a ad? U» Chwjyide tf 
Trtjfortf $n*ki»t>' vii, e. 4A^<gfr 578) kaputea the leas of Spam tu 
the twpfcfcery of the Honurian* r while Sosemea 0* U, c. 12) accuses 
only their ttegUgence. 
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chap, of thef Pyren ees to desert theifc^tation; to ittvite 
tte arms of the Suevij the the 

Alani; and toswaglf the torrentwhich was poured 
with iire«idfltpte if the frontiers, of 
Gaul ts^lhe misfortunes of 

Spam jpMy-bfe descfrhed hi ? thfelfelag»iBge of its 
raosteloqucnt historian, whoha^COhejnely ex- 
pressed the passionate, and perhaps exaggerated, 
declamations of contemporary writers. 1 “ The . 

“ fortunes of the Romans and the Spaniards ; 

“ and ravaged with equal fury the cities and the 
“ open^coun^^jnieprc^^^rd^^P^^ ^ luced 

: and even the wild 
who multiplied, without controul, in ' 
“ the desert, were exasperated, by the tftste -M. 
^#l0od, and the*impatience of 'hunger, boldly ! 

“ to attack and devour their humftn prey. Fes *' \ 
“ tilence sOott'a^p^edi' the inseparable cotnjife- 
** monoffamine ; a large proportion of the pea- ' M 
“ pie was swept away ; and the groans of the • 
“ dvi ag excited only the envy of their surviving # 
“ friends. At length the barbarians, satiated 
“ with carnage and rapine, and afflicted l^rthfeM| ; 
“ contagious evilswliich they themselves 'hd|i§ 

“ introduced, fixed their permanent seats in the 59 

• - - vu- r . , , •’SSSfe*. 

*<■ " - i rJxrxj* 


•JfUitius wishes t*> apply the prophecies of Daniel to i 

; ami is, therefore, obliged to accommodate the eireumst^vM 
ces of the wenfcdo the terms of the prediction, 

"•5f 

A 

■i 

m 


:V* 

■Av 
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“ depopulated country, s The ancient Gallicia, chap. 
“ whose limits included -the kingdom of Old xxxi. 
“ Castille, was divided between the Suevi and 
“ the \ andals ; the Alani were scattered over 
*' the provinces of Carthagena and Lusitania, 

“ from the Mediterranean to the Atlantic ocean ; 

“ and the fruitful terrltory of Beetica was allotted 
“ to % Silw^isfJ^ber^ ^bi^aa^i«Wh«t jVandalic 
“ A^r regulating this partition^the 

“ conquerors contracted with their new subjects 
“ some reciprocal engagements of protection and 
“ obedience: the lands were again cultivated; 

“ and, the towns and villages' were again oc- 
cupied by a captive people. 

“ part of the Spaniards was even - disposed to 
“ prefer this new condition of poverty and bar- 
“ barism, to the severe oppressions of the Roman 
“gpy^rnwsentA jpet- thoefcjiwa^jpny jurlw still 
“ asserted their t*" t " - itnd nrhp mftn 

“ cd, more especially in the mountains of Galli- 
*' cia, to submit to the barbarian yoke.” 1 * .. 

The important present of the heads of Jovinus Adolphus, 
and Sebastian, had approved the friendship of Goth tI,e 
Adolphus, and restored Gaul to the obedience of m “ rc i ,cs 

i , - * XT * into Spaiq, 

his brother Hononus. Peace was incompatible a. d. 4 u, 
with the situation and temper of tbe kingof the 
Goths. He readily accepted the proposal of 


u Mariana de Rebus Hispanic!-?, I. v, <e. 1, tom. i, p. fi&, Hag. 
romit. 1733. He had read, mOrcsius, (U vii, cw 41, p. 579), that the 
barbarians had turned their swords into ploughshares; sum! y^nn; 

the provincials preferred in ter bar baros patiperem Iibertttcfn rpiara 
i^Uer -Romanos tributariam solicit cdluem strdinere. 
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chap, turnlnghis victorious arms agairfstthe barbarians 
Spain : the troops of Constantins intercepted 
his communication with the sea-ports of Gaul,, 
and gently pPessed^diis itriareh towards the Py- 
renees he ! passeddie mountains, and sur- 
prised, in then&me of the emperoiythe city of 
Barcelona. The fondness of Adolphes for his 
Soman bride, was not abated by time or pos- 
session ; and the birth of a son, surnamed, from 
his ilhlstrious grandsire, Theodosius, appeared to 
fix him for ctSWhfr-iiie interest of the republic. 

that infant, whose remains Were 
deposited in a silver coffin in one of the 
churches near Barcelona, afflicted his parents; 


domestic (reason, lie had imprudently received 
into his sendee one of the followers of Sarus; 
a barbarian of a darihg spirit, but of a diminu- 
tive stature; whose secret desire of revenging the 
death of bis beloved -patron, was continually 
irritated by the sarcasms of bis insolent master. 

Hi* death, Adolphus was assassinated in the palace of 

A. D 415, «Mi *-.■ , U. - r 1 

August. BareeloBa ;<tbe laws of the succession were vio- 
lated by a tumultuous faction j^and a stranger 


but the grief of the Gothic ting was sus- 
was soon interrupted by 


x This mixture of force and persuasion may be fairly inferred from 
comparing Orosius and Jornandes, the Roman and the Gothic his* 
torian. . . , , . ; 

;f 4 fiC 0 fding to the system of Jornandes, (c* S3* p- 659), the true 
Httffljftftiy right to the Gothic sceptre was vested in the AmaH : byt, 
theit who were the vassal s of the Huns, commanded the 

tribe* of th* Ostrogoth* in some distant parts of Germany or Scythia- 
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to the royal race, SyLageric, the brother of Saras chap. 
himself, was seated oil the Gothic throne. The 
first act of his reign was the inhuman murder of 
the six children of Adolphus, the issue of a for- 
mer marriage, whom he tore, without pity, from 
the feeble arms of a venerable bishop. 2 The 
unfortunate Placidia^ v j^t^ad.of the respectful 
c ompassion* w;bich ^he : might have ^dted in the 
most s&vag#~breasts, was treated with cruel and 
wanton insult. The daughter of the emperor 
Theodosius, confounded among a crowd of vul- 
gar' captives, was compelled to march on foot 
above twelve miles, before the horse of a bar- 
barian, the assassin of an husband 
cidia loved and lamented,* 

But Placidia soon obtained the pleasure of re- The Goths 
venge ; and of her ignominious suffer- and restore 

the 

A.^D.+li- 

tyrant.whowas assassinated on the « 8 . 

his usurpation. After the death of Singeric, the 
free choice of the nation bestowed the ,Gp|hic 
sceptre on Waljia : whose warlike and ambitious 
temper appeared, in the beginning of bis reign, 
extremely hostile to the republic. He marched 
in arms, from Barcelona to the shores of the At- 
lantic tfceap, which theaneiepts revered and 
dreaded as the boundary of the world. But 
when lie reached the southern promonl^r of 


* The murder is related by Olympiodortw ; but the number ef the 
children ts taken from art epitaph of suspected authority. * 

* Tbe death of Adolphus Waif'Wffebfated at Constantinople with il- 
himirtations imd Cirtenmtin gainer (See Chron* Alexandria). It 
rpay seetit doubtful, whether the Greeks were actuated, on this occa- 
.sloiS by their hatred of the barbarians, or of the Latins. 

^ a a 2 


j: 
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chap. Spaing and, from the rock now covered by the 
XXXI- fortress of Gibraltar, contemplated the neigh, 
bouring and fertile coast of Africa, Wallin re- 
sumed the designs;*? conquest, which had been 
interrupted by Alaric- The winds 

and waves again disappointed tlmefiterpriseof the 
(Toths ; and the minds of a superstitious people 
were deeply affected by the repeated disasters of 
storms and shipwrecks. In this disposition, the' 
successor of Adolphus no longer refused to listen 

to a Roman ambassador* whose, proposals were 

enforeedby the rdhl, or supposed, approach of a 
numerous army, under the conduct of the brave 
Constantius. A solemn treaty was stipulated and 
observed: Placidia was honourably rf^tored to 

wfaffat were to the hungry Goths > 

and Waiiia engeged to draw his sword in the 
sendee of the empire. A bloody war was in- 
stantly excited among the barbarians of, Spain ; 
and the contending td have ad- 

dressed their letters, their ambassadors, and their 
hostages, to the throne of the western emperor, 
exhorting him to remain a tranquil spectator of 
their contest ; the events of which must be favour- 
able to the Romans, by the mutual slaughter of 

b Qucid Tar test iacis avus huju-i Vallia terris 
Vandalicaa turniaa, et juncti Alartis Alanos 
Stravit, et occiduam texere cadavera Cal pen. 

Si don, Apoliinar. in Panegyr. Anthem. 363* 

- . 5 p. 300, edit. Sirmond. ' 

^tl^f supp.y was very acceptable : the Goths Were insulted by tbe 
Spain with tbe epithet of Truli , because, in their extreme 
distress, they had given a piece of gold for a trulo , or about half a 
pound, of flour. Olympiod. apud Phot. p. IS9. 
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their common enemid?. 4 


SSI 


The Spanish war was chap. 
obstinately supported, during three campaigns, *xxi. 
with desperate valour, and various success; and 
the martial achievements of Wallia diffused 
through the empire the superior renown of the 
Gothic hero. He exterminated the Silingi, who 
had irretrievably ruined, the et^apt plenty of the 
pranifee^^^ tnlpWiC tihe king 

and the remains of those Scythian 
tvaiiderers, who escaped from the field, instead of 
choosing a new leader, humbly sought a refuge 
under the standard of the Sandals, with w hom 
they w ere ever afterwards confounded. ,* The 
Vandals themselves, and the Suevi^ 
the efforts of the invincible Goths. The pro T 
miscuous multitude of barbarians, whose re- 
itmibaA been ihfl^ept^ were driven into the 

in a narrow r compass, and on a tenlWS 
ercise their domestic and implacable hostilities. 

In the pride of Victory, Wallia was faithful to his 
engagements : he restored his Spanish conquests 
to the obedience of IIonDrius ; and the tyranny 


of the imperial officers soon reduced an oppressed 
people to regret the time of their barbarian ser- 
vitude. While the event of the war was still 
doubtful, the first advantages obtained by the 


A Oropius inserts a copy of these pretended letters. Tu cum orn 
mhos paces* babe, omnium^ue obsides aoctpe ; nos nohia conjigimus, 
nobis perilous, tHn vincimus ; immortalis vero qusesms erat Reipub- 
Heartbae, #i utrique pereamus, The idea is just; but I cannot per- 
suade myself that it was entertained, or expressed, by the ba*. 
jbaxiasis. 
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tain, 

A. D. 419. 


chap. arm$ of Wallia, had encouraged the court of Ra- 
venna to decree the honours of a triumph to their 
feeble sovereign. He entered Rome like the an- 
cient cop<peror& j and if the monur 

meats of hot long since 

with ttife fate which they desefv^^ve should 
probably find that a crowd of poets, and orators, 
of magistrates, and bishops, applauded the for- 
tune, the wisdom, and the invincible courage, of 
the emperor Hononus * s / > 
Their esta- Sucfe^|i^lnpl?lS|pi t havelfeen justly claimed 

!f A “ by tlmally of Rome, if Wallia, before he repassed 
the Pyrenees, had extirpated the seeds of the 
Spanish war. His victorious Goths, forty-three 

time province between the Garonne and the 
Loire, under the civil and ecclesiastical jurisdic- 
tion of BourdeauX. That metr<^ntf,ad¥mita- 
geously situated for tfietrade of thedeearn, whs 
built in a regular and elegant form ; and its 
numerous Inhabitants were distinguished among 
the Gapls by their wealth, their learning, and 
the politeness of their manners. The adjacent 
province, which has ' been fondly compared to 
the garden of Eden, is blessed with a fruitfpl soil, 
and a temperate climate : the face of the country 


A. 


e Rom ani triumphans ingreditur, is the formal expression of Pros* 
pferVChronkle. The facts which relate to the death of Adolphus, 
and* the exploits of Wallia, are related from Olympiodonis, (apod 
Phot, {w 188); Orosius, (1. vii, c- 43, p. 584-587) ; Jornandes, (de Re- 
ims Getids, c. SI, 32), and the Chronicles of Idatius and Isidore. # 



OF THE HOMAN EMPIRE. 


&59 


displayed the arts and the rewards of industry ; chap. 
and the Goths, after their martial toils, luxury 
ously exhausted the rich vineyards of Aquitain. f 
The Gothic limits were enlarged by the addi- 
tional gift of some neighbouring diocesses ; and 
the successors of Alaric fixed their royal residence 
at Thoulouse, which, included five populous 
quai$ara,^-^ii$pr • within thh' .-tSps^aaus circuit 
of itswalls. About the same time, in the last 
years of the reign of Honorius, the Goths, the 
Burgundians, and the Franks, obtained a The Bur- 
permanent seat and dominion in the provinces gundians ' 
of Gaul. The liberal grant of the usurper 
Jovinus to his Burgundian allies, \ygs QOftfiuncd 
by the lawful emperor ; the lands of the First, or 
Upper Germany, were ceded to those formidable 
harbariaas ^an^*^^gradually occupied, either 

still retain, with the oG^^^^l^adwOf 

County, the national appellation of Burgundy. 6 
The Franks, the valiant and faithful allms of the 
Homan republic, were soon tempted to imitate 
tte whom they had so bravely resisted. 


r Ausonius (de Claris Urtybus, p. J57-262) celebrates Bourdeaux 
with the partial affection of a httrUh /ySee.in Salvian (de Gubern. 
Dei, p. 228, Paris, 1608) a florid 4eaq^^f^f:|be provinces of A- 
t^uitain and Novimpopulania- "‘‘WT: ■*' * & 

« Orosius (1. vii, c. 32, p. 550) the mildness and 

modesty of these Burgundians, who treated their subject# «f 6»ul as 
their Christian brethren. Mascou has Illustrated the origin of their 
feingdo&tin the four first annotations at the end of Iris laboring Hit- 
tiny pi the Ancient GeriasuaSy tol. ii, p* 5S$~&T2 of th^-Snglisb 
trtttuOat Um* 
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chap. Treves, the capital of Gaul, w as pillaged by their 
lalvtess bands; and the humble colony, which 
they so long maintained in the district of Tox- 
andria, in Brabant^, insensibly multiplied along 
the batiks of th6 Mewn and Scheld, till their in- 
dependent power filled the whole extent of the 
Second, or Lower Germany. These facts may 
be sufficiently justified by historic evidence; but 
the foundation of the French monarchy by Pha- 
ramond, the conquests, the laws, and even the 


State of the 
barbarians 
in Gaul, 

A. D. 420, 
Ac. 


existence, of that heitr, hav e been justly arraigned 
by #^^mpartial severity of modern criticism. k 

The ruin of, the opulent provinces of Gaul 
may be dated from the establishment of these bar- 


barians, whose alliance was dangerous and op- 

linfo violate the public peace. 
A heavy and partial ransom was imposed on the 
surviving provincials, who had escaped the cala- 
mities of war ; the fairest and most fertileiands 
were assigned to the rapaciotos sb&figers, for the- 


use of their families, their slaves, and their cattle; 
and the trembling natives relinquished with a sigh 
the inheritance of their fathers. Yet these do- 
mestiemisfortunes, which are seldom the lot of 
a vanquished people, had been felt and inflicted 


h See Mascou, I. \iii, c. 43, 4 45. Except in a sbofTjmd sus- 

picious line ot the Chronicle of Prosper, (in tom. i, p. the name 
of Pharamond is never mentioned before the seventh century. The 
autho r of t he Gesta Francorurd (in tom. ii, p. 543) suggests, pro- 
"babljr enough, that the choice of Pharamond, or it least of a king, 
vva * **Commendcd to the Franks by his father Marcomir, who was 
^ exifc in Toscany. 
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by the Romans themselves, not oaly in the in- chap. 
solencc of foreign conquest, but in the madness 
of civil discord. The Triumvirs proscribed 
eighteen of the most flourishing colonies of Italy; 
and distributed their lands and houses to the 
veterans who revenged the death of Caesar, and 
oppressed the liberty of their country. Two 
poets, of unequalfanle, have deplored* in similar 
cireqlBstaiites, the loss of their patrimony i-but 
the legionaries of Augustus appear to have sur- 
passed, in violence and injustice, the barbarians, 
who invaded Gaul, under the -reign of Honorius. 

It was not without the utmost difficulty that 
Virgil escaped from the sword of the ce»i«ri*B* 
who had usurped his farm in the neighbourhood 
of Mantua; 1 but Paulinus of Bourdeaux re- 
ceived a sum of money from bis Gothic purchaser, 

and, though it was much inferior 

value of his estate, this act of rapine was disguised 

by some colours of moderation and equity.* 

The odious name of conquerors, was softened in- 
to the miktandfriendly appellation of the guests 


* O Lycida, vivi pervenimus : ad vena nostri 
(Quod nunquam vend sumus) Ut possessor agelli 
Diceret : Hsec mea sunt ; velereS haigfctte'tfoiaaL 
Xunc victi tristes, <fcc. ^ ^ - ’ 

See the whole of the 9th eclogue, with the usefot C<ftnmentary of 
Servius, Fifteen miles of the Mantuan territory were as signed to the 
veterans, with a reservation, in favour of the inhabitant*, of three 
miles round the city. Even in this favour they were cheated by AJ- 
fenus Varus, a famous lawyer, and one of the commissions^ wh<» 
measured eight hundred paces of water and morass. 

fc See the remarkable passage of the Eucharisticon of Paulinas, 

STi, apud Masceu, 1. viii, c. 42. 
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chap, of the Romans : and the barbarians of Gaul, 
xxx *- more especially the Goths, repeatedly declared, 
that they were bound to the people bgr the ties of 
hospitality* .and to the emperor by the duty of 
allegiance and military service. The title of 
Honorius and his successors, their laws, and their 
civil magistrates, were still respected in the pro- 
vinces of Gaul, of which they had resigned the 
possession to the barbarian allies ; and the kings, 
who exercised asupreme and independent author- 
ity over, their 'native subjects, ambitiously soli- 


cited the more honourable rank of master- 
generals of the imperial armies . 1 Such was 
the involuntaryreverence which the Roman name 
still impressed on the minds of thpse warriors, 
who had borne the spoils of 


of 

Britain 
and Armo- 
rica, 

A. D. 409. 


Whilst Italy was ravished by the Goths, and 
a succession of feeble tyrants oppressed the pro- 
vinces beyond the Alps, 

rated itself Roman empire. 

The regular forces, which guarded that remote 
province, had been gradually withdrawn ; and 
Britain was abandoned, without defence, to the 
Saxon pirates, and the savages of Ireland and 
Caledonia. The Britons, reduced to this extre- 
mity, no longer relied on the tardy and doubtful 
aid of a declining monarchy. They assefnbled in 
arms, repelled the invaders, and rejoiced in the 


1 'J’tas important truth is established by the accuracy of TIHemont, 
(H$tt**4es Kmp. tom. v, p. 641), and by the ingenuity of the Abb£ 
Oubcs, (Hist, de i’Etablisseraent de >a Monarchic Fran^oise dan3 
Jes Gaules, tom. i, p. 249). 
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important discovery #f their^owir istrength.^ chap. 
Afflicted by similar oalatnitie^, and^actuated by 
the same spirit, the Armorican provinces (a name 
which comprehended the maritime countries of 
Gaul, between the Seine and the Loire 11 ) ro- 
solved to imitate the example of the neighbouring 
island. The expeMed tbey Konian magistrates, 

Mho gigged .4#^# usurper 
OStS$UXt ^ fr^e govabnment wasresta- 
hlistfed among a people who had so long been 
subject to the arbitrary will of master. The 
independence of Britain and Armorica was soon 
confirmed by Hondrius himself, the lawful em- 
peror of the West ; and the letters, bywjdehhe 
committed to the new states the car^olfteir own 


safety, might be interpreted as an absolute and 



cise and rights of 


s6^erei§^^. Tfcfe was, 'in some 

measure, justified by the events * z ika 

usurpers of Gaul had successively fallen, the ma- 
ritime provinces were restored to the 4$jnji3¥& 
Yet tfioir td>e#enee was imperfect and ^ecari- 

rebellious disposition 
of the people, was incompatible either with free- 


» Zosinius O* vi, p. 376, 383) t ^?j^.y*Qrd* the revolt 

of Britain and Armorica. Our antiquarians, Cambden 

himself, have been betrayed into many gross efronftby thei r imperfect 
knowledge of the history of the continent, , * 

limits of Armorica are defined by two national geographers. 
Messieurs de Valois and d’Anville, in their Notiti<u of Ancient Gaul. 
Tfew.WorA had been used f» * more extensive, and wtia ^awards 
much narrower, signification. 
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chap, doro or servitude;® and Armorica, though it 
xxxt. eoxjjd no j j 0H „ maintain the form of a republic/ 
was agitated by #equent and destructive revolts. 
Britain was Irretever^My lost/ But as the 
emp^^f wisely aeqiliesced in the independence 
of a* remote province, the Separation was not 
embittered by the reproach of tyranny or rebek 
lion ; and the claims of allegiance and protection 
were succeeded by the mutual and voluntary 
offices of national friendship/ 
suae of This revolution dfssolved the artificial fabric 
a. d. 409 * ef errflf and military government, an<J the inder 

449. 


Gens inter geminos notlssima clauditur armies, 
Armoricnna prius veteri cognomine dicta. 

Torva, ferox, ventosa, proeax, incaiitai irebcllis; 



^ nOh et prodiga facti. 

$riaicfi. In Vit. St. Germani, 1. v, apud. Vales. £totit. Gal- 
fiafum. p. 43. V alesius alleges several testimonies to confirm this cha- 
racter ; to which I shall add the evidence of the presbyter Constantine, 
(A D. 488), who, in the life rf St. Germain, calls the Armorican 
rebels mobilem et indlsciplinatuni populuni. Sc© the Historians of 
France, tom. i, p. $4Sk 

9 I thought it necessary to enter B|y protest against this part of the 
system of the Abb£ Dubos, which Montesquieu has so vigorously 
opposed* See £sprit des Loix, 1. xxx, c. 2L 

q Bgirttfvta.* fitv rot VufjLcuai ^cLtruffttffPou \txtn are the words of 

Procopius, (de Bell. Vandal. 1. i, c. 2, p. 181, Louvre edition), in a 
very igipc^tant passage, which has been too much neglected. Even 
Bede (Hist. Gent. Anglican. 1, i, c. 12, p. 50, edit. Smith) acknow- 
ledges that the Romans finally left Britain in the reign of Hpfaetitts* 
\ et our modern historians and antiquaries extend the terp of their 
dominion ; and there are some who allow only the interval of a few 
months between thedr departure and the arrival of the Saxons. 

r Bede has not forgot the occasional aid of the legions against the 
Scots wUhcts ; and more authentic proof will hereafter be produced* 
that the independent Britains raised 12,000 men for the service #f the 
emperor Anthemius, in Gaul. 
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pendent country, duriuga peri0d^ forty years, 
till the descent of the Sax©iis*r was ruled by the 
authority of the clergy, the nobles, and the mu- 
nicipal towns/ I. Zosimus, who alone has pre- 
served the memory of this singular transaction, 
very accurately observes, that the letters of 
Honor ins were addressedtdthe cities of Bri- 
ain/ ^pdey^ of ?el^-IU>mans, 

cosriderttble towns iad arisen textile 
several parts of that great province ; and, among 
these, dhirty-three cities were distinguished above 
the rest, by their superior privileges and import- 
ance/ Each of these cities, as in all" the other 
provinces of the empire, formed a legabj^orpoh 
ration, for the purpose of regulating th&frdomestic 
policy ; and the powers of municipal government 
were distributed .among annual magistrates, a 

the . peo- 
ple, according to the original 
Homan constitution/ The management of a 
common revenue, the exercise of civil and cri* 
minal jurisdktion, and the habits of public? coun- 
sel and command, were inherent to these petty 


* I owe to myself, and to historic truth, to declare that some ei>* 

cumstances in this paragraph are founded only on 'conjecture and 
analogy. The stubbornness of our lahgnage feifcs siWBetimes forced me 
to deviate from the conditional into the indicative ixk)Q(i* ^ 

t Tets t* B^i ratruf i vskvf* Zosimus, 1. vi, p. $83. 

* Two cities of Britain were vmnicipia, nine c olo nits, ten trttti 
jure donate, twelve fttptrtdiarias of eminent note. This detail is taken 
from Richard of Cirencester, de Sitft Britanhise, p. 36; and though it 
may nct seem probable, that he wrote from the MSS. of^i^Ttoma n 

shews a genuine knowledge of antiquity, very extraordinary 
f*r a monk of the fourteenth century. 

* Si«e Maffei Verona Illustrata, part i, I. v, p, S3— 106. 
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chap, republics ; and when they asserted their inde- 
XXXI ' pendcnce, the youth of the city, and of the 
adjacent districts, Veould naturally range them- 
selves under thestandardpf the magistrate. But 
the! desire Of Staining iheradvantages, and of 
espnfjiie burdens, of a poUtienlsociety , i? a 
pfedpetual and inexhaustible source of discord : 
nor can it reasonably be presumed, that the re- 
storation of British freedom was exempt from 
tumult and faction. <The pre-eminence of birth 
and fortu»e «e^8fc have been frequently violated 
by-feoid^nd popular citizens ; and the haughty 
nobles, who complained that they were become 
the subjects of their own servants/ would some- 
times regret the reign of an arbitr^ry monarch. 

j j mi. - i .a! - a . ^ ^ jr a . 


Iffi'WTfrn i,y the patrimonial in- 

fluence of the principal senators ; and the smaller 
towns, the villages, and the proprietors of land, 
consulted their own safety, by adhermgto th* 
shelter of these rising repid^is,M;'Tbe sphere of 
their attraction was proportioned to the respective 
degrees of their wealth and populousness; but the 
hereditary lords of ample possessions, who were 
not .oppressed by the neighbourhood of any 
powerful city, aspired to the rank of independ- 
ent princes, and boldly exercised the rights 
of peace and war. The gardens and Villas, 
which exhibited some faint imitation of Ita- 
lian elegance, would soon be converted into 

* , * Leges restituit* libertatemque reducit, 

1f?t servos famulis non finit esse guls. 

Itinerar. Kutil. 1. i, 21,5, 
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strong castles, the refuge, in time of danger, of chap. 
the adjacent country t* the produce of the land 
was applied to purchase arms and horses ; to 
maintain a. military force of slaves, of peasants, 
and of licentious followers ; and the chieftain 
might assume, within his own domain, the powers 
of a civil magistrate.. Several of these British 


chiefs 



more would be tempted, to 
adopt this honourable genealogy, and to vim 
dicate their hereditary claims, which had been 
suspended by the usurpation of the Caesars. 1 * 
Their situation, and their hopes, would dispose 
them to affect the dress, the language, a$«ktbe 
customs of their ancestors* If, the princes of 
Britain relapsed into barbarism, while the cities 
studiously , preserved th§ Jaws and manners of 



again broken into a thousand subdivisions of 
war and faction, by the various provocations 
of interest and resentment. The public strength, 
instead of being united against a foreign enemy, 
was consumed in obscure and intestine quarrels ; 


* Ah inscription fapud Sirmond, Kot* ad Sidon. Apollioar. p. 59) 
describes a castle* com njuris et portis, tuition! omnium* erected by 
Dandanus on Ins own estate, near Sisteron, ia Uieseco«ai 3^rboone&e, 
and named by him Theopoiis. 

♦ The establishment of their power would have been easy indeed, 
if we eouldadopt the Impracticable scheme of a lively and learned 
antiquarian $ who supposes* that the British monarch* uftho several 
tribes continued to reign, though with subordinate jarisdi<frjn»T from 
the timeof Claudius to that of Honoriua See Whitaker^ History of 
Manchester, yqL i, p* 247-257. 
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chap, and the personal merit which bad placed a suc- 
cessful leader at the head of his equals, might 
enable him ta^bdne the freedom of someheigh- 
bouring cities ; aed to claim a rank among the 
fyran4# 9 b ^\vho iafestgdB disso- 

lut iga of the Roman gQy&ffi$0b. III. The 
British church might be composed of thirty or 
forty bishops/ with an adequate proportion of 
the inferior clergy ; and the want of riches (for 
they seem to have been poor d ) would compel 
them to . Jsy a decent 

^d^^Dplary behaviour. The interest, as w ell 
us the temper,, of the clergy, was favourable to 
the peace and union of their distracted country ; 
those salutary lessons might be frequently incul- 
cated ixt 

only councils that could 
and authority of a national 
assembly. In such councils, where the princes 
and magistrates sat promiscuously y itbthftbishops, 
the important affairs of thejitate, as well as of 
the church, might be freely debated; differences 
reconciled, alliances formed, contributions im- 
posed, wise resolutions often concerted, and some- 

AXX mm, vr* cuoxvm; «c’ «v& tptvt. Procopius, de Bell. Vandal. 

1. I. c. 2, p. 181. Britannia fertilis provineia tyrannorum, wastthfc 
expression of Jeuni, in the year 41d, (tom, ii,p. ?55,ad Ct^sipbont), 
By the pilgrims, who resorted eveay year to the Holy Land, the 
monk of Bcthiem received the earliest and most accurate-intelligence. 
c See Bingham’s Eccles. Antiquities, vol. i, I. p. 394. 

d It :eported of three. British bishops who assisted at the council 
of Einar^sA. D. 359, tam panperes fuisse ut mbij haberent- Sulpi- 
ciut Screrus, Hist. Sacra, 1- ii, p. 420. Some of their brethren, how- 
ever, were in better circumstances. 
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times executed ; anfbjfcher^ to believe, 

that, in inoments;«f Pen- 

dragon, Or Dictator, was elected by the general 
consent of the Britons. These pastoral cares, so 
worthy of the episcopal character, were inter- 
rupted, however, by zeal and superstition ; and 
the British clergy ,incess^Bfly bboured to eradi- 
cate thr riilion-ed, 

as of 4h|fr naUve@Steitry.* * 

It is somewhat remarkable, or rather it is ex- Assembly 

of the seven 

tremely natural, that the revolt of Britain and provinces 
Armorica should have introduced an appearance a. d^u?. 
of liberty info the obedient profltifigSof Gaul. 

In a solemn edict/ filled with fc^g i jj pife agifrrt 
assurancesof that paternal affeetioBwiifoh princes 
so often express, and so seldom feel, the emperor 
Honofius promulgat^d his intention of conven- 

a name peculiarly appropriated- frt^' jVjjnfrfoir, 
and the ancient Narbonnese, which had long 
since exchanged their Celtic rudeness for the use- 
ful and elegant arts of Italy.® Arles, the seat 
of goverafoent apd commerce, was appointed 
for the place of the assembly ; which regularly 


* Consult Usher, de Antiq. Kccles- Britannicar. c. 8-12. 
f See the correet tett of this edict, aid poWtsbed by. Sarmond, (N'ot. 
ad Sidon. ApolJin. p. 147). Hincmar, of ' ***' assigns a v 

place to the biskop*, had probably seen (in the ninth century) a more 
per^jct copy* Dubes, Hist. Critique de la Monarchic Fita%oise, 
tomsit p. 241-255. 

- s It is jewident from the Notitia f that the seven p ro ^ | jB^^trere the 
Viennensis, the maritime Alps, the first and second KarbfTTriese, No- 
vempopulaoia, and the first and second Aquitain. tn the room of the 
first Aquitain, the Abb£ Dubos, on the authority of Hincmar, desires 
to introduce the first Lugdunensis, or Lyonnese. . ,+ * ^ 

v. B h ' 
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chap, continued twenty-eight days, from the fifteenth 
of . August to the thirteenth of September, of 
every yeaft .of the pretorian prefect 
of the Giu^|lC^|Miciai governors, one 

the magistrates, 

*a#eompetcnt, though indefinite, number 
of “the most honourable and opulent possessors of 
land, who might justly be considered as the re- 
presentatives of their country. They were em- 
power ed^ ^ laws 

t£i0ti0&$§feign ; to expose the grievances and 
wishes of- their constituents ; to moderate the 
excessive or unequal weight of taxes ; and to 
deliberate on every subject 

«fa»» y of the seven provinces, 

if such an institution, which gave the people an 
interest in their own government, had been uni- 
vfersally established by Trajan ^^©'^t^nhaes, 

have bee^^iOTi^d^httd ’’propagated in the em- 
pire of 'dRome. The privileges of the subject 
would have secured the throne of the monarch ; 
the abusepoffin arbitrary administration might 
have been prevented, in some degree, or cor- 
rected, by the interposition of these representative 
assemblies j^and the country would ,^apPbeen 
defended against a foreign enemy by the arms of 
ngtives and freemen. Under the mild and ge- 
nerous influence of liberty, the Soman empire 
mig$$,have remained invincible and immortal ; 
or if its excessive magnitude, and the instability 
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of human affairs, hail c^pp^ed such perpetual chap. 
continuance, its vital ats4iC««StR^ient members Xxx t- 
might have separately preserved theiT vigour and 
independence. But in the decline of the empire, 
when every principle of health and life had been 
exhausted, the tardy application of this partial 
remedy was incapable,^ producing any import- 
« The Ionorius 

surprise, that he must rMnagwi the 
reluctant provinces to accept a privilege which 
they should ardently have solicited. A fine df 
three, or even five, pounds of gold, was imposed 

on the absent representatives; wife* seem to have 
declined this imaginary gift of a free rnntfjtijtion, 
as the last and most cruel insult of ifemroppress- 

nrs. 
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A. D, 395- 
14*53. 

Reign of 
Arcadius, 
A. D. 395- 
408. 
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Arcadius t^kror of the E$fo~Adrninist ration and flit* 
gTtHzr. of"I$&&piitf — Revolt of Qajftas-~P erst cut ion 
of St rjftfkn Chrysostom — Theodosias H empetdi of 
.the East — II is sister Pulcheria — His zeife Eudoda 
— The Persian zear, and division of Armenia . 




lie RSman world between the 
leodosius, marks the final establish- 
ment of the empire of the East, which, from 
the reign of Arcadius to the taking of Con- 

sand aadff“" *“ 

ecay. The sovereign of that 
empire assumed, and obstinately retained, the 
vain, and at length fictitious, title Of Emperor 
of the Romans t and the het^$^i^ ; a^ple|^liiidt& 
of C-psar and Aeon sftnr continued to declare 
that he was the legitimate successor of the first of 
men, who had reigned over the first of nations. 
The palace of Constantinople rivalled, and per- 
haps eS^^tedJ the magnificence of Persia; and 

the eloquent sermons of St. Chrysostom* «ote- 

’ 

* Father Montfaucon, who, by the command of hiff.&difedicUnc 
superiors, was compelled (see Longueruana, tom. i, jx, 205> to execute 
the laborious edition of St. Chrysostom, in thirteenvol times in fo- 
{Pa na^ TSHY. amused himself with extracting from that immense 
morals, some curious antiquities, #4uch illustrate the 
ih*S K fc'Of the Theodosian age, (see Chrysostom. Opera, tom. xiii, 
p. abd Sis French Dissertation, lit the Memoires del’ Acad, 

des Inscriptions, torn, achf* p. 474-490. 
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brate, while they condemn, theptgnpous luxury 
of the reign of Arcadius. “Theemperor,” says , 
he, “ wears on his bead either a diadem, or a 
“ crown of gold, decorated with precious stones 
“ of inestimable value. These ornaments, and 
“ his purple garments, are reserved for his sacred 
“ person alone ; and .hi#* robes of silk are em- 

“ is of rnksS^ gJid. lie 

“ appears in public, he is surrounded by his 
“ courtiers, his guards, and his attendants,* 


“ Their spe?urs, their shields/ their euirasses, the 
« bridles and trappings af their horses, have 
“ either the substance, or the appeiratM^ df 
“ gold ; and the large splendid boss in the 
“ midst of their shield, is encircled with smaller 



dwibrenre saBtAfae shape of the human 

the monarch, are penept]y ^mm^W^^SilMng 
“ all over with gold, The chariot itself, of pure 
“ and solid gold, attracts the admiration- of the 
« spectators, who contemplate -the purple cur- 
"** tains.^lM snossgr carpet, tlie size of the pre- 
« cious stones, and the resplendent plates of 
“ gold, that glitter as theyare agitated by the 
« motion of the carriage. ^BiSlhl^erial pictures 
are white, on a blue gfa0^^60 : ' emperor 
ears seated on his throne, with 
arses, and his guards beside and his 
vanquished ;%w®9piie8 in chains *^^ls feet.” 
si&cessors of CdaStonfltie established their 
perpetual residence in,tlue royal city, whichh*' 

Bb 3 
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had Erected on the verge of Ettrdpe and i\sku 
Inaccessible to tlfcemenaces of their enemies, and 
perhaps their people, they 

received/ tributary produc* 

tiohs>«?^ hnpregn abl e 

’-wSBeir capital ^cbrit^^fe^-^es to 
defy tfife hostile attempts of* the barbarians. 
Their dominions were bounded by the Hadriatie 
and the Tigris; and the whole interval of twenty- 
five days navigati0n^®?|[ s^arajed the extreme 
•cold pfc 

Comprehended within the limits of the 
empire of «tKr|ga$t* The populous countries of 
that empire tfere'tfte seat of art and learning, of 
luxury a&d wealth ; 
hadi _ 

some appearance of truth, 
tK& nfost enlightened and civilized portion of the 
human species. The farm of government was a 
pure ana simple me 
Romajt Ri 

frtfnt trtf^ioA ef ^s§e<fam, was confined to the 
I .atirr provinces; and the princes of Constan- 
tinople measured itherr greatness by the servile 
obetR^i^lS^nmr people. They were ignorant 

b According to the loose reckoning, that a ship, could 
fair wind, stadia* or 1$5 miles, in the revolution 

Ttight ; Diodot^ €|cr«lok computes tea dhys from tis 

to Bhodes ;; and four days from. Rhodes, to A!exan§^^j%he navi- 
gation 01 “ the Nile, ft oin Alexandria (r> Sytmt, iiffi&rtlie tropic of 
Q&Hteti as it wus agaiind the stream, ten days more. Hinder. 

j t Liii, p. 300, edit- Weswrling. llemight, w it I wjU t Much 
* r,, P'Sw4^y» measure the c\tri-me heat from *fce verge of llu torrid 
suite ; bufhe speaks of the >$«otis in the 47th degree tS n-trtVm 
latitude, as if it fry within the polar circle. 
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how much this pass|y*f disposition ^aervates and 
degrades every faculty ofetbe wn».v 5 The sub- 
jects, who had resigned their will to the absolute 
commands of a master, were equally ineafiahJe of 
guarding their lives and fortunes against the 
assaults of the barbarians, or of defending their 
reason from the 
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|us and Admiois- 

Uouorm^are so ultimately connected, thij^ the C )L-™teT 
rebellion of the Goths, and the fall of Ruiinus, ofEutro - 
have already claimed a place in the history of the^ d. 395- 
West. It has already been obsgry^ that Eutro- 
pius, c one of the principal eunuch of the pa- 
lace of Constantinople, 

minister whose ruin he had ncccS&i^lished, and 
whose vices he soon imitated. Every order of the 
state bowed ta^ihe ^eWiiavou rite ; and their tame 
4 #ijdi .ob^n^m* him to 
insult the laws, ami, wiiat is stm t 

and dangerous, the manners of hj&eotintry. Un- 
der the weakest of the predecessors of Jtreadi^s, 
the ireign of the eunuchs had been secret and 
ahnosC ' invisible- vThey insinuated themselves 
into the confidence of the prii#|e; but their 
ostensible functions were egnfined to the menial 
service of the wardrobe and 4 ^»ial b«^l-cham- 
'her. Ttey tnight direct, in a wh^p^iAr public 

f ijfiftrthius« who adored his author with the blind superstition of a 
cumsSatator* gives the jireferenee to the t#o books which CUodian 
compt^^jigainst Kutropiu*, above all his^ihet -prodS®^' (Bail let, 

£nades Savans, tonfi. iv, p. $21% They, are ffdeed a very 
|taad gpirited satire ; and wouid be more valuable in an historical 
; if^t^veotiye.were less vague, and more temperate. &Z 
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chap, counsels, and blast, by their malicious suggestions. 

- the fame and fortunes of the most illustrious citi- 

zens; but tbejr riesfpr presumed to stand forward 
in the front Of efnpuse, d : orto prophane tlie public 
honours stQte, *}?iiutr<jpius was the first of 

bis artificial, <sex, who dared to assume the cha- 
faster of a Homan magistrate and general/ 
Sometimes, in the presence of the blushing senate, 
he ascended the tribunal, to pronounce judg- 
ment, or to repeat elaborate harangues ; and 
a someth^ head 

s, in the dress and armour of a hero. 
The disregard of custom and decency always 
betrays a weak and ill-regulated mind ; nor does 
Eutropius seem to have compen^t^d foi* the folly 
of the desig^.b?^^ ability in \ 

former habits of life had not 
introduced him to the study of the laws, or the 
exercises of the field; his awkward and unsue- 

e ^fhe Bomafi pa- 


* After lamenting the progress of the epiti. , T . _ 
lace, and defining tbfefrproper furfe^iis r Ciaudiah ; 

z A frbnte reeedant 

Imperii. 

x In Eutrop. i, 422. 

Yet it does not appear that the eunuch had assumed any of the effi- 
cient the empire, and he is styled only Praepositus sacri cu- 

bfculi, in tie edict of his banishment. See Cod. Theod. 1. is, tit, xl, 
leg. 17. 

* Jaraque oblita sui, nec sobria divitiis mens 
In miSfeHtt leges hominumque negotia ludit ; 

Judicat eunuch us . . " 

Arrna etiam violare parat, . * . ; <r * ‘ ' 

Claudian , <i, 229-270), with that mixture of indi^nation and hii- 
meuxr, wK!?T^always pleases in & satiric poet, describes the insolent 
fofijfofthe eunuch, the disgrace of the empire* jmd the joy of the 

GofitV^-V . , 

— Gatodet* cum viderit bostLs 

Et sentit jam deesne viros. _ m 

- 40 .. 
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cessful attempts provoked the secret contempt of chap 
the spectators tbeGoths expressed their wish, 
tliat such a general might always command the 
armies of Rome ; and the name of the minister 
was branded with ridicule, more pernicious per- 
haps than hatred, to a public character. The 
subjects of Arcadius wete exasperated by the 
recohectmp*^8jfes#i^ : deformed 1sfed -*decrepid 
- eunuch, f who so perversely mimicked the aefinas 
of a man, was bom in the most abject condition 
of servitude; that, before he entered the im- 
perial palace,, he had been successively sold, and 
purchased, by an hundred masters, wffe had ex- 
hausted his youthful strength in every meaebaitd 
infamous office, and at length dismissed him, in 
his old age, to freedom and poverty ? While 
these. di^ac^l wbaK^WPcre circulated, and per- 
haps exaggerated, in 'fHTVatsJtmv^a^ions, the 
vanity of the favourite was 
most extraordinary honours. In the senate, in 

f The poet’s lively description of his deformity, (i» is 

confirmed by the authentic testimony of Chrysostom, (tom, in, p. 38 1, 
edit. Momfaueon) ; who observes, that when ibe paint was washed 
away, the face of Eutropius appeared more ugiy Wnd wrinkled than 
that of an old woman. Claudlan remarks, (i, 409), and the remark 
must tmve been founded on experience, that there was scaicely any 
intervaibetween # the youth and the an eunuch. 

* Eutropius appears to have been a 
Hi* three services, which Claudian more particuliH^lferibes, were 
the &fo — »-l. He spent many years as the catamite of Ptolemy agraotn 
orsbldSfcr of the imperial stables. 2. Ptolemy gave him to the old 
generi£ Arinthe us, for whom he very skilfully exercised tht prufes- 
Sloh of a pimp. 3. HewargiVen, on her marriage, ‘ttr tj^imghter 
of 4riutheus i and the future consul waa employed to comb her hair, 
to pfesfcnt the silver ewer, to wash and to hn his mistress in hot wea- 
ther. See h\ 31-1 37. ' ^ 
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chap, th^ capital, in. the provinces,;the.statues of E«- 
^ Xxtr ‘ tr&pius were erected, iii brass,' ormarble, deco- 
rated with bis civil and military 
virtues, a iascdfeed lie pompous title of 
tile th«$ (ouwieir* o4^Kf>^ftantiii<)j)ie. I le was 
prqmotedtlja the rank of which began 

t(1 signify, in a popular, and oven legal, accept- 
ation, the father of the emperor ; and the last 
year of the fourth century Avas polluted by the 
i uiisiflship of aneunuch,and a slave. This strange 
and inyxp^le.prrtdigy k awakened, bc^ever, the 
|MN!hfri&£* of the H omsms. The effeminate con- 
sul tv as the West, as an indelible stain 

to the annals of the republic ; and, without in- 


vokirig the shades of JBni the 
collcagu^^ 1 e 
■ rej‘r(‘sc»r!ted ili<* (lifiorenl 

nfaxmis of the tuo administrations. 


His rena- The bold and vigorous mind of Rufinus seem s 

iity and ° *qEr 7 

injustice j 16 hav» we# actuated by a tu^re ^m^iflfry an<l 
revengeful - 

was not ies§.ia|«tiafe thm that of the prefect. 1 


h Ciaudian, <1. i, in Kntrop. 1-22), after enumerating the various 
J^r^gies of births, speaking animals, showers of blood or 

ike. adds, with some exaggeration, 

Omnia cess e runt eunucho eonfeule montdra. 

The first hook concludes with a noble speech of the goddess J 
to her favourite Honorius, deprecating them:?© i g n ominy to wii 
wasexp^fe:-,. . -ytPf* 

* FT iJalKust ^ebdoru.% whose civif honours, a*^§Jdlosophical 
works, have been celebrated by Claudkn in a veryekgant panegyric. 

nh <r* -riUry, drunk with richC^^jjfc forcibieexpres^ 
^totitf.Zosnnus, 0- v, p. 301) { and the avanpe^f Eutfoptus ff 'e*\ 
jfS^ewacratcd in the lexicon of Chronicle of Mgr* 

cctTunlb , , Chryaoaiom had often admonished the favourite, ofth** 

•- • -.1% xtm! danger of imrr.Od: rate wealth, tom. tii, p. 3HI. 
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As long as he despoiled thfebj^pr^ote, who had chat, 
enriched themselves with tWFpfcn$er of the peo- ^ Xn * 
pie, Eutropms might gratify his covetous dispo- 
sition without much envy or injustice: blit the 
progress of his rapine soon invaded the wealth 
which had been acquired by lawful inheritance, 
or ipethods of 

diaunhis Slcetched a lively and Vwigimt! piefui%of 
the public auction of the state. “ The impotence 
<e of the etinuch” (says that agreeable satirist) 
u has served : the 

^ hr big seffHe condition, was 

<r exercised in petty thefts, to unlock 
“of his master, now grasps the riches of the 
“ world ; and this infamous brolcer of the em- 
4< pire :«ipprefc*a^ dbeides^the Roman pro- 
U >#iru?es^ " Figri : ; . 

4i One man, at the tfkpeifce ofRir^^gffc 
proconsul of Asia ; a second purchases Syria 
>•* with his wife’s jewels; and a third laments, 
w tMt;lhe h^F:#xehanged his pateral! estate for 
“ the government liithj'nk^’fn the anti- 
“ chamber of Eutropius, a large tablet is exposed 
“ to ' public view, which marks the re.;p<< live 
“ prices of Ibc prov incus. *1f l ^i^‘*thfferent value 
“ of Poritus, of Calatia, of I .ydiar, HtifeCTif ately 
“ distinguished. . Lycia may be obtained foi^-so 
“ iruitigF thousand pieces of gold; hut theopp/guce 
4C rffw^ia w ill Acquire a more considenpl&itttn. 

“ Tfee eunueh wishes to obliterate, by the general 
“ disgrace, his personal ignominy: and as lie lias 


* -> 
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“ been sold himself, he is desirous of selling the 
“ rest of mankind. In the eager contention, the 
“ balancejj whidiiContams the fate and fortunes 
“ of the pror*»ce%3ffcehi f brembles on the beam ; 
“ and till oneWtht^^tf*^ inclined, by a supe- 
* nor weight, the mind ofi l fc ^ l fifrjfa ftial judge 
“remains in anxious suspense. 1 Snctr” (con- 
tinues the indignant poet) “ are the fruits of 
“ Roman valour, of the defeat of Antiochus, 
“ and of the triamph of Pompey.” This venal 
prostitutioiy dP^bblic hrtnours secured the inapu- 


nitV"of future crimes; but the riches, which 
Eutropius derived from confiscation, were already 
stained with Injustice ; since it was decent to 
accuse, and to condemn,^ 
wealth i 

Hwas shed by the hand of the 
executioner; and the most inhospitable extremi- 
ties of the empire were filled with innocent and 
illustrious exilps. ' 

dread thefii&lrteSbfctxo? theresentment ofEutro-, 
[ been guilty of the unpardonable 


pius. He ha 


~Jt ' ^f ' ^ fertantum sa?pe duorura 

tKremim suspendit onus : cum pondere judex 
Vergit, ct in gemiuas nutat provincia lances. 

Ciaudian (i, 192-209) so curiously distinguishes the cinaaidliicanccs of 


the sale,.4hat they all seem to allude to paitirnlar aneedfoits. 

“ ClandSai^ 154-170) mentions tbc gvih an delft* of Abunclan- 
tius, nor could he fail to -quote the example of th^Artist, who made 
the first trial of the brazen bull, which he presfel^edto Phalaris. See 
r, p. 302. Jerdm. tom. i, p. difference of place. 

► reconciled ; but the decisive autbority of As terms of AmaSia, 
76, apud Tillemont, Hisndes Empereurs, tom- V, p. 
435)Tfla«ttrf bum the scale in favour of Pityus. 
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crime of introdueingtbat.abjeet slave to the chap. 
palace of Constantinople : and some degree of 
praise must be allowed to a powerful and ungrate- 
ful favourite, who wds satisfied with the disgrace 
of his benefactor. Abundantius was stripped of 
his ample fortunes by an imperial rescript, and 
banished to Pity us, 9|v thelBuxine,the last frontier 

barbaridhs, till h«?*B*ild 
obtain, after the fall of Eutropius, a milder exile 
at Sidon in Phoenicia. The destruction of Tima- sf u J™ a * 
sius“ required a morgj^iou% j«ifyc’^ulai' mode 
of attacfcy That great officer, the master-general 
of the armies of Theodosius, had signalj*eAA« 
valour by a decisive victory, which be obtained 
over the Goths of Thessaly ; but he was too 
prong, rafter v Iris sovereign, to 
enjaj; , thejuxury, of his 
confidence to wicked and designingiSsttweHfc 
Timasius had despised the public-clamour, by 
promoting an infamous dependant to the com- 
mand of a cohort ; and he deserved to feel the 
ingratitudepffllargos, who waxsaggpjdf instigated 
by the favourite to accuse his patron of a trea- 
sonable conspiracy. The general was arraigned 
before the tribunal of Arca&otfhfjgiself ; and the 
principal etpuch stood by the dde^^nrooe 

“ Suidas (most probably from the history of Eunapius) has given a 
very m*t*v»Hrable picture of Timasius, The account of bif aecuscr, 
the judge** /$rial, Sec. iv perfectly agreeable to the 
and modertreourts, (See Zo*imu« r L v, pw £&)• * am 

ali*& tempted to quote the ftmmnte of a great master, (Fielding’s 
Works, vph &c. Svo. edit)* which may he coniideud m 

the history of human nature* ^ 
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to suggest the questions andtoswers of his so ve- 
roign. But as tliis form of trial might be deemed 
partial further inquiry into 

- the to Satur- 

bf the emperor Yalens. The appeara&ces of a 
fair and legal proceeding w ere maintained by the 
blunt honesty of Procopius; and he yielded with 
reluctance to t^e obsequious dexterity of his col- 

Timasios^ fik im- 
mense riehe^ ^ere confiscated, in the name of the 
emperor, and ferthe benefit of the favourite ; and 
lie was doomed to perpetual exile *&t Oasis, a 

^ ^ rr>T n all human converse, 
.the master-general of the Homan armies w as lost 
for ever to the world ; but the circumstances of 
his fate have been related - in v a and Con- 

tradictory xapitner. Itiaii^u^ Eutro- 
pius despatched a private order for his secret 
execution.* It was reported, that, in attempt- 
ing to escape from Oasis, he perished in the 
' •' 

° *Tbe great Oasis was one of the spots in the sands of Libya, wa- 
tered with springs, and capable of producing wheat, barley, and 
palm-trees. It was about three days journey from north to south, 
about half a day in breadth, and at the distance of fthouidVe days 
march to the west of Abydus, on the Nile. See d’AnyBte* Description 
de 1 Egypte, p. 186, 187, 188. The barren desert Which e n compasses 
(Zosiraus* 1. v, p. 300), has suggested the idea of comparative 
even the epithet of the happy UlitnH, (HerodoU-ai, 8^ 
^^The iine of Claudian, in Eutrop. 1. i. d.80, - **&• 

Marmaricus Claris violator caedifcus Hanjmoa, 
evidently alludes to kh persuasion of the death of Timasius, 




CHAP. 

XXXII. 


&P T«E ROM AN MMJURi;. BBS 

desert, of rthirst his dead 

body was found oaifee saad&rrf lityaAv It has 
been asserted* witfainore confidence, that his son 
Syagijbg^^fte^inceesrfully eluding the pursuit of 
tli^i^nts and emissaries of the court, collected 
a band of African robbers | r 4hat he rescued Ti- 
masius from the 4 and that 
both. the 

Bargus, instead of being suffered to possess the 
reward of guilt, was soon afterwards circum- 
vented and destroyed, hf the ^ra ore powerful 
vijteiy of the minister himsd$lp4^o retained 
sense and spirit enough to abhor tlie ip^fe^OTi^t 
of his own crimes. \ 

The public hatred, and the despair of indi- a cruel 
vidual%. or seemed to law of tie.’ - 

well as of the mi 

attached to his fortune, and had Jageir promoted 
by his venal favour. For their mutual defence, 
he contrived the safeguard of a ;whieh vio- 
lated every jwimapte of bumafl^rland justice." 

I. It is enacted, in the name ajl^y the author- f 



»vt, ty; •Ti'tii t3Tufafi:y. 

8m rumour 


'i Sozomen, l. viii, e. 7. He speaks 
* Zrxsnntis, 1. v»,p. 300. Yet he seems to 
■was. spread by the frieods of Eutropius. 

See the Theodosian Code, 1* ix, tit. 14> ad legem Corudiana de 
SicarijSj jog. 3» and th£ Code of Justinian, t. ix, tit. viii. ad legem 
Majestate.jteg. 5. The .alteration of the r/f^from murder 
to tF€as&A f f Woi> au improvement of the subtle Tril«)*dSP^|^# elro . v * 
in a formai dtsstrwtion, which hpbas inserted in his IjrerTtmenUuv, 
thus law of Areadius, and explains all the difficult pa-sag; > 
xvhtefrhadbeeti perverted by the jurisconsults of the darker iges. 
tom. iii, p. bS~l J L -*r- 
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chap, ityv of Arcadius, that ali those*who shallcon- 
XXX11, spire, either with subjects, or with strangers, 
s against the any. of the persons whom the 

hotly, shall j|%b death and confis- 

cation. , This species offfirtftaaiiumd metaphori- 
cal treason is extended to protect not only the 

illustrious officers of the state and army, who are 
admitted into the sacred consistory, but likewise 
the principal domestics of the palace, the senators 
of Constan^^p|t?the military commanders, and 
jt be ciril magistrates of the provinces ; a vague 
and indefinite J^t, which,under the successors of 
Constantine, included an obscure and numerous 


train of subordinate ministeps., II. -Ibis extreme 

i]n|y the representatives of the 

sovereign from any actual violence in the exe- 
cution of then - office. But the whole body of 
imperial dependants claimed a privilege, or rather 
impunity, whkh screened them, ia. the loosest 
moments of their Jives, from the hasty, perhaps 
the justi$able^f|f entment of their fellow-citizens : 
and, by a strange perversion of the laws, the 
same degreed guilt and punishment was applied 
to a private quarrel, and to a deliberate conspi- 
racy against the emperor and the empire. The 
edict Of Arcadius most positively and most ab- 
surdly cfeMares, that in sjich cases^hf, treason, 
thoughts and actions ought to be punished with 
JUiS> ^* a ^v&ntyi that the knowledge of a ftds- 



ous intention, unless it be instantly revealed. 
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becomes equally criminalwith the intention chap. 
itself ;* and that those rash men, who shall pre- xxxlf ~ 
sume to soljcit the pardon of traitors, shall 
themselv yv beta-anded with public and perpetual 
“ With regard to the sons of the 
“ traitors,” (continuemthe eSaperor), “ although 
“ they ought to share theptinishmen t , since they 
“ will probably imitate the guilt, dftlieir parents; 

“ yet, by the special effect of our imperial le- 
“ nity, we grant them their lives : but, at the 
** same time, we declare them incapable of in- 
“ heriting, either on the father’s or on the 
“ mother’s side, or of receivingf lany gift or le- 
“ gacy, from the testament either of kinsmen or 
“ of strangers. Stigmatized with hereditary in- 
“ famy, excluded from the hopes of honours or 


“ fortupf* let thei».en4ure the pangs of poverty 

“ calamity, and death as a comfig 
In such words, so well adapted to, insult the feel- 
ings of mankind, did the emperor, or rather his 
favourite cuquch, applaud the moderation of a 
laWjWhieh transferred the saGM^p^tst and in- 
human penalties to the childrerSlFaH those who 
had seconded, or who had not disclosed, these 
fictitious conspiracies. Some^ofalhe noblest re- 




* Bartolus understands a simple and naked consdodsness, without 
any alga of approbation or concurrence. For this opinion, says Baldus. 
he is nbwroasting in hell. For my own part, continue* the discreet 
Hdnecdds^ (Element. Jun Civil, h iv, p. 411), 1 the 

theory of Baitolus; but in practice I should incline to tip; sentiment 
of Baldus. Vet Bartolus was gravely quoted by the lawyers of Cardi- 
nal Richelieu ; and Eutropius was indirectly guilty of the murder of 


the virtuous de Thom 
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chap, gulations of Roman jurisprudence have been 
suffered to expire.; tot this edict, a convenient 
Mid forcible 



tyranny, was 
of Theodosius and 
have been 


399. 


carefully 
Justinian;* 
revivediW^aSdeiflPages 
of Germany, and the cardinals of thDetoreh of 
Rome." 

orrribi 11 Yet these sanguinary laws, which spread terror 
gjia, a. d, among a disarlftedand dispirited people, were of 
too weak a tokjO^lto restraia the-boid enterprise 
©fTribigild 1 the Ostrogoth. The colony of 
that warlike nation, which had been planted by 
Theodosius in oite ofthe most fertile districts of 
Phrygia/ impatiently compared 
of laboriouateliii^## 

rasof Alaric ; and their leader 
resented, as a personal affront, his own ungra- 
cious reception in the palace of Constantinople. 
A soft and wealthy pitmace, to^thetoarfcsofcihe 


•w. returns 


empire, was war;a&d 

a Godefroy, tom- 89. It is, however, suspected, that this 

law, so repugnant to thC^maxims of Germanic freedom, has been sur- 
reptitiously added taM&gbiden bull. 

~*”A narrative (which he might havo 

reserved for more important events) is bestowed by Zosimus^k v, 
p. 304-312) on the revolt of Tribigild and Gainas, ISee^^^se 
Socrates, 1* vi, c. 6, and Sozomen, L viii, c* 4. The of 

Claudian ag a inst Eutropins, is a fine, though imperfect,^fife of his- 
tory. ' t - t- : 

7 Claudian <in Emrop* h % 237-250) very actawlUrfy observes, 
that the ancient name and nation of the PhrygiiuMWtended very far 
till thek limits were contracted byihe colonies of the 
i df Thrace, of the Greeks, and at last of the Gauls- His 
» 257-^72) of the fertility of Phrygia, and of tire four 

rivers that produced gold, is just aijd picturesque. 
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the faithful vassal,<who had been disregarded or chap. 
oppressed, was again respected, as soon as he 
resumed the hostile character of a barbarian. 

The vineyards and fruitful fields, between the 
n^jfcblftfarsyas and the winding Maeander,® were 
consumed with fire ; the^decayed walls of the 
city crumbled into dust, stroke of an 

enemy ; the trembling inhabipn^^acaped from 
a bloody massacre to the shorerof the Helfespont ; 
and a considerable part of Asia Minor was deso- 
lated by the rebellion of Tribigild; His rapid 
progress was checked by thageesistance of the 
peasants of ’Pamphylia; andfne Ostrogoths, at- 
tacked in a narrow pass, between the^ty of 
Selgae,* a deep morass, and the craggy cliffs of 
Mount Taurus,- were defeated with the loss of 
their brare^ tooO{»<M&it thespirit of their chief 
was not j daunted by^islort^H^^^ his army 
was continually recruited by sWSHflMf'^df barba- 
rians and outlaws, who were deshreusof exercising 
- the profession of robbery, under the more ho- 
nourable names of war and conquest. The ru- 
mours of tlfe , ;sfii^!& of Tribi|tt| might for some 
time be suppressed by fear, ormsguised by flat- 

i -* , ' ' ‘ jc*/-'- . 


* Xenophon. Anabasis, 1* i, pu ll, Strabo, 

' 1. xii, p. 865, edit* Amstel, Q. Curt* 1* liC C. 1/ compares 

the junction bfr the Marsyas and Maeandor to Saonc and 

* the Rhdne ; with this difference, however, that the smaJief df the 
Phrygian rivers Is not accelerated, but retarded, by the ledger. 
r * S&gse, a colony of the Lacediemomaas, had formerly numbered 
twenty thOUsand citizens t but in the age of reduced to 

* s&ali town. See Cellarios, Geograph. totiq. tom* ii* 

- - r - - - ^ 

* CC2 ' *fj 
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chap, tery ; yet tliey gradually alarmed both the court; 
and the capital.. Every misfortunewas Exag- 
gerated in nayM- ^ttbtful hints > and .the 
fill ure designs of.th ft^ettfcfe -ja^aroe the subject of 
anxious cimiecfaa»^ l^^ ^|^r Triliigild ad- 
vanced i'nto'thjp inland ^watryi-the Romans were 
inclined to suppose that he meditated the passage 
of Mount Taurus, and the invasion of Syria. 
If he descended towards the sea, they imputed, 
and perhaps suggeg|ed, to the Gothic chief, the 
more dapgeaiflMyct of arming a flegt in the 
harbotti^ W Ionia, and of extending his depre- 
dations along thg^g|aritirne coast, from the mouth 
of the Nile to the ’^ort of Constantinople. The 


approach 

To summon a council of 
war. "After claiming for himself the privilege 


of a veteran soldier, the eunuch intrusted the 


guard of Thrace and the Hellespont to Gainas 
the Goth; and. $$£ compujjpdof* the Asiatic artriy 
to his favourite.Geo ; two generals, who differ- 
ently, hilt effectually, promoted the cause of the 
rebels. Leo, c j|hp, from the bulk of his body, 

h The council of Euf ropius, in Claudian, may be compared to that 
of Domitian in the fourth satire of Juvenal. The principal 
of the former were, juvenes protervi lascivique senes; one of#*pMhad 
been a cook^a^Cond a woolcomber. The language of $fj|Spnginal 
profession expoitlr their assumed dignity ; Ibid their conversa- 
tion about tragedies, dancers* is* made still more pdfcHilous by the 


importance of the debate. , - 

ii, 375-461) has branded hiB 0 £*»ilh infamy s and 
*£ 0 ™ temperate language, confirm* fit* reproaches, (1. v^. 
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and the dulness of"}iis mind, was surnamed the 
j\jax of the East, had deserted his origmal trade, 
of a wooJeomber, to exercise, with much less 
skill and success, the military profession: and his 
noJbrl&m operations were w capriciously framed 
and executed, Aiith an igptffancc of real dUIicnl- 
ties, and a timorous neglect df <g m y favourable 
opportunity: *F?ie rashness oj^£t£ Ostrogoths had 
them" into a disad\ anlageous position be- 
tween the rivers Melas and Eurytnedon, where 
they Avere almost besieged by the peasants of 
Pamphylia; but the arrival of imperial army, 
insielS of completing their destruction^^^^ed 
the means of safety and victory. Tribigild sur- 
prised the unguarded camp of the Romans, in 
the darkness of the night ; seduced the faith of 
the greater part drtheli^b^riaa^uxiUaries, and 
dissipated, without* much efForff^^j^^gs, which 
liad been corrupted hv the relaxation of disci- 
pline, and the luxury of the capital. The di§ r 
content of Gainas, Avho had so h^ldy contrived 
an^fifeeuted the death of was irritated 

bftfce unwodwluocessor ; he 

accused his own dishonourable patience under 
the servile reign of an euna^jL^^^ie ambitioiia 
Goth was convicted, at least in thep ^fe ^)inion, 
of secretly fomenting the revolt* of TfiSgild^jylth 
whom he was connected by a domestic, -ns well 
as tyftt national, alliance. 1 * When Ga^fijmssed 

JSb&k cc*^£ri*cy of Gainas and Tribigild, which la attested by the 
not reached the ears, of Claudian, who attributes, 
the revolt of the Ostrogoths to his own martial spirit, ami the advJe$ 
of his wife. *; ' 
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Fall of Eu- 
tropius, 

A. D. 399. 


THE DECLlSfi ASJfiPFALli 

the Hellespont, to unite tinder his standard the 
remains of the A^atic trtibps, he skilfully affected 
his ; 

To the imperial court he repeatedly TS 
the valour, the genius, the inexhaustible resources 
of Tribigild'; confessed his own inability to pro- 
secute the wajr fSjid extorted the permissionof 

ebnmf®0ns of peace were dictated by the' haughty 
rebel ; and the j^emptory demand of the head 
of Eutropius, revealed the author and the design 
of this 

ml and passionate censure of the 
Christian emperors, violates the dignity, rather 
than the truth, of history, by comparing the soil 
of Theddosfc&dto one of those harmless 
ple animals, Tf^p seffircSIy" Feel thatlfi^at^ife 
propesiftj^^e^Stepfierd. TVo passions, how- 
ever, fear aad ctihjugal affection, awakened the 
languid soul ofjtrcadius; he was terrified by the 
orious barbarian ; and he yielded 
to the tender eloquence of his wife Euddxia» | 
with a flood of artificial tears, pr 
infant cftf^fren to their father, impfbre^^^just- 
jce for somfe real or imaginary insult/' which she 



•’ •Wscdptp, Which Philoatorgius aloi^^^presen'el, (i. xi, 
c- Disacrtat. p. 4jl-456)JW fiWrious apd import- 

ant; sm%$.coo&c£te the re*oit of the Goths with the secret intrigues 
, «f the palace. 
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imputed. to the ^toq^cuBach. The ern- chap, 
peror’s haad was ^ected to ^go the condemha- 
tion of^Eatrop^%; the magic spell, which during 
four jr£f(|s hadbourul the prince and the people, 
ivfift fip l^an tly dissolved ; and the acclamations, 
that so lately bailed thcrajjMrit and fortune of the 
favourite, were . eanKer^ a^^^^^^^^nours of 

crimes/, and passed his inllldiate exJeutian. 

In this hour of distress and despair, his. only 
refuge was in the sanctuary of the church, whose 
privileges he had wisely, or profanely, attempted 
tojgbcumscribe ; and the mosteloquent of the 
saints, John Chrysostom, enjoygdthe tadamphof 
protecting a prostrate ministw, whose choke had 
raised him to the ecclesiastical throne of Con- 

hop, ascending the pul- 

- - lc Uy 

seen and heard by an innumerabhr^ttJ^P^f either 
sex and of every age, pronounced a seasonable 
and pathetic discourse on the forgiveness of fii- 
jinst ability of human greatness. 

le Injimii lilul wretch 

who lay grovelling under the foSleof die altar, 
exhibited a solemn and instructive spectacle ; and 
the orator, who was afterwmd^aeeased of in- 


ured to 


spiting, the misfortunes of &itropu$ 
ejicjte the contempt, that lie might assuage the 
fo^^f^the people/ The powers oif^bdhianity. 





. ’Sea i 


Honrily of C&yshgttogB, Um» iH* p. d&USSft, of which 
th^pprdimn wp^r ticularly beautif uh Socrates, 1. vi, c. Sozomcn, 
h i* Sfontfinicon (in his life of Chrysostom, tom. xlii, p. JU&) 

too hastily supposes that Tribigild was actually in C6nstantino^^%R«t 
M ‘ 'that 


% 
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of superstition, Mid of eioquence s prevailed. The 
empress Eudoxia was restrained^ bylier own pre- 
judices, or ?fr(Hn v#lat- 

ing the’ wflttcl yii i.jr, and Eutropius 
was tempted milder- arts of 

persuasion and by an Oaffi; ^jihEhis life should 
be spared. 5 Careless of the dignity of their 
sovereign, the neW ministers of the palace imme- 
diately published- an edict, to declare, that his 
late favourite hatjtdisgraced the names of consul 
and patridtu^t^RwHsh his statues, to confis- 
cate las Wealth, and to inflict a perpetual exile-in 
the island pf Gjfprus. h A despicable and de- 
crepid eunuch could no longer alarm the fears of 


his enemies ; «®c>was he -.m^uying 

what vet: .rea ^ ifed&^fe^^ea^t , t%"i#' peaefe^uf 
iappy climate. But their im- 
placable revenge still envied him the last moments 
of a miserable Me, and Eutropius had no sooner 



» Qx&tpoJo sfcize Eutropius. 
: M l/f4 in^utrop. 27 ), has 


that he command£j| 

Even Claudian, »j 
mentioned-tbe ehmtch to the sanctuary. 

Supjpliciter^Oe jiaa frumilis prostratus ad aras 
M i tigat Iratas voce tremente nurus. 

* Chrysostom, Itt/^jisother homily, (tom. iii, p. 386), afffects to 
ft would not have been taken, had he not de* 
serted thfechuitb. £osimus>, (I. v, p. 313), on the contrary, pretep|| s 
that his enemies forced him auro*) from the 

Yet the promise is an evidence of some treaty ; and the 
ance of Cl4d$|ftn, (Praefat. 1. ii, 46), * 
r ^d tfctaen exempjo non feriere tuo, 
may be considered as an evidence of some promise, #sSSI 
X* Cod, Theod. U. ix, tit. xi, leg. 14, The date efjjbat law (Jan. 17, 
j^^*^W!|s|f wrroneous and corrupt ; since thefaS of Eutropiyseould 
the hutumn of the same year,:; See Tilhmont, Hist# 
tom# v, p, 780, 

; - . 
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touched the shores of-Gyprus, than. he was hastily chap. 
recalled. The vain hope of eluding, % a change XXXIt ' 
of place, the -obligation of an oath, engaged the 
empfcessito transfer the scene of his trial andex- 
from Constantinople to the adjacent 
suburb of Chalcedon. Th#c on suI Aurelian pro- 
nounced the senteiMe*«aiBM, ^g ^otiye8 of that 

-government. . The crimes winch Eutropiurhad 
committed against thepeople^mighthave justified 
his death ; but lie was found guilty of harnessing 
to his chariot <the sacred ^ rirt" 1 " who, from 
then: breed, or colour, were ^served for the use 
of the emperor alone.* . 

While this domestic revolution was transacted, Conspiracy 
Gamas k openly revolted from his allegiance ; g"?^! 
uni^dr h® in Lydia, with A - D * * 00 ' 

rior ascendant over the 

Ostrogoths. The confederate armies advanced, 
without resistance, to the straits of the .HeHe- 
spont, and the Bosphorus; and Arcadius was 
instructed to prevent the loss qggifr Asiatic domi- 
nions, by resigning his authority and'his person 
to the faith of the barbarians. The church of 
the holy martyr Euphemhiy situate !.og a lofty 
Eminence- near Chalcedon, 1 was. e&0fien for the 


? Zosimus, L v, p. 313. PhHostorgius, 1. xi, c. 6. 

* Zosimus, (L t, |» 313-323); Socrates, (l.vi, 

<1* via, c. 4), and Theodore!, (1. v v v. 32, 33), rcpreMUC^ though wnii 
various circumstances, the conspiracy, defeat^ and dcuth of 


1 fiNrwtf is the expression of ZosHttus himatiflt’, 

0. v, p. 314), who Inadvertantly uses the fashionable language 
» _ Christians. 
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place of the interview. Gainas, bowed, with 
reverence, at the feet of the emperor, whilst he 



theaMt precarious and disgraceful respite. v^he 
Goths, according to the terms of the agreement, 
were immediately transported from Asia into 
Europe ; and. th eir .lk torious chief, who accepted 
the titleof fl^jii|eneral of. the ftonmnartnies, 
soopchhed Constantinople with his troops, :ahd 
distributed amba ^ his dependants, the honours 
and rewards of ^lempire.-..- In his early youth. 


Gainas bad passed 
a fugitive ! 

^T : and his indiscreet, or perfi- 
dious,- conduct, was the cause of his rapid down- 
fal. Notwithstanding the vigorous opposition of 
t he arehlHsd»p» d*e importnnatel^i^ati^i^foE 
his Arian 


churchy the catholics was 

offended vbfcjtht ^public toleration of heresy.^ 
Every quai'tev i^Gonstantinople was filled with 
tunw^^plfePlirder ; and the barbarians gazed 


Christians. Evagrius describes (1. ii, c. 3) the situation, architeS^u*, 
relics, and miracles of that celebrated church, iri which the^Slterfll 
council of was afterwards held. V 

* The pious^xnonstrances of Chrysostom, ' which d^ nbt appear 
in his own writings, are strongly urged by Theodoretf" but his 
w*ttati«i # that they were sncceiwfwi, is disproved Tiltemdni 

toin - v » 383) has <hscovet^*hat the asiptSliS^ 
to ■^jfctW'llipadoiis demands nf Galaaa^ w^f obliged, td melt the 
plate ofi^e chutch of the Apostles. * * '*** 
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with such ardour out the rich shops of the jewel- chap. 
lers, and the tables of the bankers, which were 
coveredwith gold and silver, that it was judged 
prudeftfe^to remove those dangerous temptations 
frcaail^Mr sight. They resented the injurious 
precaution ; and some ^pgSapg attempts were 

mutual ahdisuspicious 

thepeople of Constantinople, 1 - shut the gates, 
and rose in arms to prevent* or to punish, the 
conspiracy of the<Mb& PurlR ffeth e absence of 
^tMSfiit^troops were surpi#lttWl oppressed; 
seven thousand barbarians periled iathhlMy 
massacre. In the fury of the*p«Fsmt, the catho- 
lics uncovered the roof, and continued to throw 

till they over- 
i to 

the church or conventicle ( 
was either innocent of the design^dr too confident 
of his success : he was astonished by tbeinteHi- 


> he hrdMglfwas declared 
a public enemy ; andlbat his cSiintryman, Fra- 
vitta, a brave and loy al cwnfetierate, bad assumed 
the management of the war by ^dttnd.l^td. The 
•enterprises of the- rebel, agmits^^^kies. of 
Thrace, were encountered by a finn and well- 
defence: ibis hungry wldier%J^i§oon 
redueddto the grasstbat grew on thP margin of 

:>t - *•- - :<v . '* *:'?**' ' - . • 

* the ecclesiastical historians, who Sometimes guiie,and 
times follow, the public opinion, most confidently assert that 
!ace of Constantinople was guarded by legions of angels. 
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chap, the fortificatiqps ; and Gainas, who vainly re- 
XXXI L gretted the wealth and luxury of Asia, embraced 

the 

the wootteof ' materials 

for raft«,';«aM J his intrapM wltt&rians did not 
refuse 'to trust themseh os to t lie waves. But Fra- 
vitta attentively watched the progress of their 
undertaking. As soon as they had gained the 
middle ofAbe'EttaiiiB, the Roman galleys,® im- 
pelled by't^^Kiffii&rce; i^Offl^ef^hecarttent, 
and of h favourable wind, rushed forwards* In 
compact order, aad with irresistible weight; and 
the Hellespont Wwcovered with the fragments of 

of 

aspire* to govern, or to subdue, the Romans, 
determined to resume the independence of a sa- 
vage life. A light and active body of barbarian 
i i. ir»c, disen g^ Hi fr oin their infentry and bagg&ge', 
might pcrform. in eiglit or ten days, a march of 
three huodr^mdes from the Hellespont to the 
Danube ; p tfofcgasrrisons of that important froil- 


0 Zosimus <1* v, p. 319) mentions these galleys by the 
I.iburniansy and observes, that they were as swift (without expl^J^hg 
the difference between them) as the vessels with fifty oare^i^^^at' 
they were Cat inferior in speed to the trireme, which had been long 
disused- Vet reasonably concludes, fmm the teafcaohity of Poly- 
bius, that galleys of a still larger size had iiwn eeraitocted in Hie 
Jhinic wars.' Since the establishment of the Remart'empi re over the 
useless art of building large war had pxb- 
ba™^^gj|^|ected, andat length forgotten. V- < • -*** 7 * 

p cW|jaMF. (Travels, p. 61-63, 7 2-76) proceeded from Gallipotf, 
through Ekdrianople, to the Danube, in about fifteen days. He was 


m 
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tier had been gradually- annihilated.; the river, chap. 
in the month of December, would be deeply xxxn - f 
frozen; andtheunbounded prospect of Scythia 
was opened fcp the ambition of Gainas. This 
-le^^secretly communicated to the national 
troops, who devoted thempbres to the fortunes 
of their leader ; and t b#^ttE|||^al of depart- 
ure iWEE givt%is»a.-'great -ni||^^^Pipr^incial 
auxiliaries, whom be suspectecEef an attachment 
to their native country, were perfidiously mas- 
sacred. The Goths advanced, by rapid marches, 
through the plains of T hracej|rf®4 they were 
somndelivered from the fear o#« pursuit, by the 
vanity of Eravitta, who, instead.£dext*opdshing 
the war, hastened to enjoy tli^^uilar applause, 
and to assume the peaceful honours of the con- 
sulship- .rj^ut aTermidabk^aliy appeared in arms 

to 

guard the peace and liberty of S^tf^^aWS’he 
superior forces of Uldin, kinglet the Huns, 
opposed the progress of Gainas; an hostileand ' 
ruinedt-country prohibited bis retreat; be dis- 
dained to capitulate; and aftfp^peatedly at- 
tempting to cut his way through 4he ranks of the 



consisted of 
tracing 


in the train of an English ambassador, 
seventy-one waggons. That learned traveller hfcs ( 
a curiou* and unfrequented route. 

narrative of Zesiraus, who actually leads Cninns beyond the 
he corrected by the testimony of Socrates^*nd Sozo- 
rnen » *fc*the was killed in Thrace ; and by the prec 7 se||||pai 7 thentir 
dates of-the: A1 e x and rian r or Paschal Chronicle* mva i 

vi< & JSfjPOf the Hellespont Is fixed to the month Apefirffca, the tenth 
of the calends of January, (December 23); the head Gainas was . 
brought td Constantinople the third of the nones of Jantiarv, ' 'mmm _ 
a, y 3>* the month Audynaous. ^ 


398 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 


chap, enemy, he was slain, with his desperate followers, 
'*^ oai ' in the field of battle. Eleven days after the 
a. d. 401, naval victory? Heflespont, the head of 

January 3. Q a j naSj the ineStit^hllr^^Df theconqueror, was 
receivedat mostltbifoal 

ex^s^i«#^titti^pi^rtKpaWe4eliver- 
a»ee Was celebrated by festivals and ilhimtoa- 
tions. The triumphs of Arcadius became the 
subject of epic poems ; r and the monarch, no 
longer oppresSUd|!W any hostile terrors, resigned 
himself tosfib^i||fiw&nd absolute dominion of his 
wi^, ftte fair and artful Eudoxia, who has std- 
lied her fame by the persecution of St. John 
Chrysostom. '*'■*& 

the 

rf^al candidates, who were not ashamed to solicit, 
with gold or flattery, the suffrage of the people, 
or of the favourite. On this occasion, Eutropius 

imsi judgment was deter- 

mined Only by the superior merit of a stranger. 
In a late jomp^r into the East, he had admired 
the ntaaitdilnra John, a native and presbyter of 
Antioch, whose name has been distinguished by 
the epithet of Chrysostom, or the Golden, J 


Election 
and merit 
of Chry- 
sostom, 

A. D. 398. 
Feb. 26. 


Eusebius Uflrolasticus acquired much fame byJtisj poem on the 
e J*othk war, in which he had served.’ Near foitjr/jrears afterWards, 
" ygrited another poem on the same subjfeC h* the presence 
: Theodosius* See Socrates, <>. * ‘ ‘ , 

b^k of Operates, the ejghthofSozomen, and the fifth 
of I ctftious and authentic materials for the hfe of 
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A private, order was despatchedto the governor 
of Syria ; sad as tbepeopFe might be unwilling 
to resigW;thew JMftmrite preacher, he was trans- 
ported«®fcb«f»§ed and secrecy, in a post-chariot, 
to Constantinople. The unani- 
mous and unsolicited consent of the court, the 
clergy, and the people. IMifi edafee choice of the 
minister and^iboth- as a sa^&undsretn orator, 
the new archbishop surpasseSf lhe sanguine ex- 
pectations of the public. Born of a noble and 
opulent family, in the capital of Syria, Chrysos- 
tom had been educated* by th a^ eare of a tender 
mother, under the tuition ofthe most skilful 
masters. He studied the art of rhetmie itt the 
school of Libanius : and thafcseelebrated sophist, 
who soon discovered the talents of his disciple, 

John would have 
stolen 

away by the Christians. His pie%*^8h»»^pBsed 

John Chrysostom. Besides those general historian*, | lia|# taken 
for my guides the four principal biographers of the saint. X* The 
autfitfr of a passionate Vindication of t£e Archbishop of 

* CatWtimtinopte, composed in « tbe form end under the 

name of his zealous portizan, Palladium, bishdl* of Helenopolis, (Til- 
lemon t, Mem. Eccles. tom. xi, p. 500-533). It is inserted among 
the worts of Chrysostom, torn. xHf,p. 1-00, edit. Montfaucon. 
2. The' moderate Erasmus, (tom. lii, epis^ 1331-1347, edit. 

. Irudg. Bat.)!. ‘ His vivacity and good sense errors, 

iftthe uncultivatedtstate of ecclesiastical almost in- 

evitable. 3. The foamed Tiilemont, (Mem. Eeclesiastiques, tosm- xi, 
p. 1-405, 517-626, Sec* Ac.), who compiles the lives of. the saints 
with i&Tedible patience, and religious accuracy. . minutely 

searehed^t&e voluminous works of Chrysostom hhf^K^Sk Father 
Moetfaucott; who has perused these works with curious dili- 
gence. of an editor, discovered several new homiIies,«i*d*gain re* 
vfow^ and cOtnposed the life of Chrysostom, (Opera €hrysost^a^ 
tom. rial, p; 9T-X77). 
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ch at*, liim to receive the sacrament of baptism ; to rC- 
xxxrr.^ Qounce the lucrative and honourable profession 
of the law, and to burybimself in the adjacent 
desert, where he j 
an austere pe 

compelled him to retuftk^Mfie society of man- 
kind; and the authority of Meletius devoted his 
talents to the service of the church : but in the 
midst of his family, and* afterwards on the archi- 
episcopal tl irane^Qjb ry sostom still persevered in 
the practice Qf Afo% i onastic virtues. ,J The ample 
revenues, which his predecessors had consumed 
in pomp and luxury, lie diligently applied to the 
establishment of hospitals ; and the multitudes, 
who were supported by his charity, preferred the 

cirtus. The monuments of that eloquence, 
which was admired near twenty years at Antioch 
and Constantinople, have been cargfully o prg- 

sermons, or'hpmUies, his authorized the critics* 
of succeeding times to appreciate the genuine 
merit of Chrysostom. They unanimously attii- 
luitc .UtUliliOtfi'itii'ii orator, the free command 
of an elegant and copious language ; the judg- 
ment to conceal the advantages which he deriy ad 


* As ! am a stranger to the voluminous sermons of Chry- 

sostom, I have given my confidence to the two moSCjudicious and 
moderate of the jecclesmstical critics, Erasmus, (teak, iii, p. 1344), 
^ |;^ibliotheque Eccfesiastique, tom. iJiTp* 38): yet the 
r former is sometimes vitiated hy an excessive love of 
*ntirpSI§^-*iKl the good sense of the latter is always restrained hy 
prudential on&iderctiomu - 4 
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; CHAP, 
simili- x** 11 * 


»-es,tovary and illustrate 
topics * the happy art of en- 
fflSfc|pd$e3>assions in the service of virtue j and 
disposing tJic folly, asgap Mllshs '’the turpitude, 
of vice, ahnopt^aiilHdHiiiiahiififfiid spirit of a 





}f His admi- 

provoked, a»d .gradually, united ^ r j£° n 
against him, two sorts of enemies; the asoiriae fects ’ 

rlprcnr rrhrv rnitMiil , , r ^. 1 A * D. 396 , 

Mergy^ obstinate ±03. 

V^w^olflfeii ifejr^r his reproofs. 

■^he® Chrysostom thundered* 

St. Sophia, against the ilegaftBBMgr of the Chris- 
tians, his shafts were spent among the crowd, • 

j,the character 
iingt. 



, ^ ^ v- V P'lJJIW W 

tain a*trhnsient consolation frtQmtfii invectives . 
but the guilty were still shelteredhy titeH*f nttnt- 
^j^^^^y^ .,|gp’ 9 ach .-itself Wak^iigntfied by 
- -■ aua hd ^»B^py men t. But 

as the. pyramid rose toWards the summit, it in- 
sensibly d* ni inisjjeif , t£> ^ jpint; and the luagi- 
*4^tratesi4he muiistew.the fftVdufiti; impudis, the 
lariies-’df the- court.-* 1 * the i • 


lies of . ; the- ..'.court,'"' Eudoxia 

"s‘^r. Tlie f«nafc* *f Constantinople distinguished themselves. their 
«na*toor their attachment to tfirysretum.- Three ngUo and «p U . 
idlgt 'WMewst Mar»ft,*€astritdu t and Rugraphia, wer«Op$|hpSecs of tha 

sui, -j* **). k^fndbh that 
3 ®#Tlk«W,'fctj 5 rvi» pree^fifcr^ho repm^b^ i^ffr affectation to 
fcy ftfrflnuunwtf of dres*. their agtP^titi ; irflfiniwt. fl’alldt 
by equal zeal, displayed in a more pious etffcMN 
” obtained the title of saint. «er TiHemont. Mem. IVdes. toftt xi. 

voi. v. B d 
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chap, herself* had a much larger share . of guilt, 4a 
x ^ xl1 ' divide among a smaller proportion of criminals. 
The personal ~n|ipl||>^|jn^gff j irpf tbeaadlteiiee.ipere 
anticipated, 

assumed , 

the; offence, and the offender, to the pathfecfcab- 
horrence. The secret resentment of the court 
encouraged th% .^content of the clergy aw* 

UeM wmrfemhed, from the pulpit, thefldottsedii? 
females of the oipgy of Constantinople, ^who, 
under the names-'ol^ervants, or sisters, afforded 


. The silent '“mffltmfi 

tf" — *•- JrT" .^tPpond, were entitled to tie 
warmest aj)probation of Chrysostom ; but he 
despised and stigmatized, as the disgr^e 1 ^^^ri 


profit, so fjreipton^y^WeSied the streets of the 
capital. To the Voice of persuasion, the archc 
bishop was obligafl to add the terrors of author- 
ity ; yii^a^iphnr, in the exercise of 
siastical jurisdiction, was not always, exea^; 
from passion ; nor was it atwayai'gBK^xIft 
prudence.„ tJ , Chrysostom was naturally ^pf^jcho-.. 
leric disposition.* Although he straggled, oj> 

' ' fc, . “ ‘ X . . ■ ,'**C 

„ '• ... * ‘ l”'- ** 

■ j > g • \ { ‘ 

wore etpecfaJly Socrates, hi** defined ftiarnt 
■sf^'&ry tostam with * temperate and impartial freedtoty 
very fils biipd admfre**. Those hutorians lived injtjlj 
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cording#©* the 


to love 
in the 

€ enemies of God, and of 
►his sentiments were sometimes 
too much energy of countenance 
ession. Ile stdhmiBntained, from some 

to .pride,- Contributed, at least,,to nourish' the 
infirmity of a morose and unsocial humour. Se- 

lrse, which 
despatch of 

business, he tcpoScd an u , 

in Ms deacon Serapion ; and^mdotrf applied his' 
speculative knowledge of human nature to the 

his dependants, 
*his 

intentions, •and' perhaps 

genius, the archbishop : mf CcpOBgrtanoph ex- 
tended the jurisdiction of the 

the sphere «&bfepastoral 
‘the profane 

'to an ambitious motive, appeared to 
Chrysostora hhnSelf itctfcp jjjght-of a sacred and 

generation,, when {Wtj vkdenee ww i iiin fiiii il 

with many persons ultimately acquainted with ttoamtaeg an&bmxrr- 
r&&m Of the «Uie* # *- *• - ‘ v ' * ' • : 

us (tom. ziii, |h 4o t &c.) very^serimifcyi tbe arch- 




bisfytpu'^i^ Re never tasted wine, 2, 'JThc weakn^^SJ^^istoniMch 

rtfon, often 
_ — , — sc pa& levity «£ 
fee expence far the Use the poer* 
6 ? HeS^Opprelfien sivc* in a capital like Constantinople,’ i»f the cfiiff 
and rtfprdach of partial invitations. 


X. Re never tasted wine, 2, 'JThc weakn 
sF^eltfidr di^L ' 3.^ ^usfajes*, or, study, ,.dp| 
.. — Jzur till sun^sS^’ ♦. He detested the frill 
savetf* 


CHAP. 

XXXII. 
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chap, indispensable duly. In his visitation through tfee 
j™; Asiatic province ^rteea bish^s;pf 

upjust condemnation must excite 
discontent, if they were guilty, the numerous 
associates of thipjg'uilt would soon discover, that 
the ir ^own ^ s^ ^^^ ^PCTded ott the ruin .ofvthe 

CTiryses- This p<yl e&iaatig al conspiracy waff managed by 
secuted by; Theophilus,* ai^^Bhop*:«f f ai\ ac- 

a. d. 403 . fruits of 



di»simuIatio<i iit^%4o!«nce of Theophilua ; liis artftri 
the (simplicity of Epiphaniu»i the persecution, and, " 
the ambigupsa support 

C «iiWNW»to ,m ChJ3r*o?»®. ike- &c. . ~ 
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cncountef'thepopttlace of dependant chap. 

bishops, - vbi£eS; v- the major- ^ xxxn - 

ity of 4 synod * was convened in 

thfr lstdierte^^ Chalcedon, surnamed the Xkik, 

Mis had erected a stately church and 
monastery ; and their processings' were continued 
-during fourte^-d^^Wiifllpjl; A bishop and 
d 15if<d^||jS^^^onatantin- 

^fife*fr!vdIoits ^1f«We 

W ifie fdi%35feveh articles presented 

against him, may justly b^considered as a 'fair 
and ■unexceptiofi'ahldpail^l^^ppl'our successive 
s&fRrdd'WS &efe sigftifibtf to • Chrysostom ; but he 
still refused to trust either l^ penkwt', '# r h i ftr w re- 
putalion, in the hands df hi^^placable enemies, 
who, prudently declining the examination of any 
-- - - ---- jd ^is contumacious 

iM^Mfe^k^Bentence 

of <ft{i0siti6tf. J Tffe 

diatelv addressed the emperor<40'%atify and exe- 
cute their judgment, and charitably inainnated^ 

*“ treason n^l^be inflicted 
had reviled, 

Eudoxia 
idely arrested, 
of the 
after 

a^-short navigation,, near the entrance of the 

* ^ $3-60)hl* preserved tb* original jynod 

V&'jpt Which destroy tftt feJsc assertion, fhjjktSfbr yiostoxn was 

(Ftedtsaoed %:ao mort? than thirty -aii bishop*. Ofwhom twenty- nine 
^Egyptians. Forty-five bishops subscribed his tft&encc. £jee 
Tillcmont, Mem. Eccles. tom. xi, p. 55 j. 

** , d d 8 



udder the name of Jezebel, th 
and conduct# 

imperial messengers, who 1 
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f h a p. Euxiift ; from whence, before Expiration of 
two days, he was fe&dled.;;; 

St,t ^^^^®SSKSLi»Sr»» 

°pie- unaiiirh(W$s ifj 'a 


Wbhftl 


(Lscap^d ’tR'e ' pi’o mi sfbrfo? 

hrid Egyptian marine!* w m* slaughtei 
pity in the streets of Constantinople/ A Sea- 
sonable earthqWlfcfefe justified the interposition of 

■ » «*~vt .-a. 'xt &aa* £&£ iLirJfcL-. J-M- 

heaven; thetdt 

_ ^ Ulif of remor§e, threw' herself ai tb^fl 

tffSrcadiusr, gM^^esSed, that the public safety 
could be purchaW%nif^y^he ^|«*tibn^/ 
ChrySbstbm. "* 
innumet^Wc^ 

AaHNj^vVwrusety illuminated ; and the accla'-' 
rnations of a victorious people accompanied, trom 
the port to jp^a feedr ah ' the trinritph * ^ 

had beeni(^ai^#^^by the authority of aft 
eccle^fisf!M-%f^B. Ignorant, or careless^ of 
the impendii^l^^, Chrysostom indulgediite 
/.eah ^P ^Hl ^P nis resentment ; declaimed <wH§i 
peculiar asperity against /ewwfe'vices ; ; and 

•J that if^pe^.rfCoMRtatg^fe’had 

iouud Th«oph^^fhfiy would certomif have thrown Kim into the 
*ea. Sogratei& m e ftt kmaXL be l we %&^ mu .*L3f^ 

^exandria, in wMch many ^°und«r ^ etn ahd 
Ez^Mgw. Tfce?irf^»cJp of the ^ 

Jg&nus, 0. who CU& 

Kfl gnfaft iakpt to tod thfe iXTitelate JnuUitutfci «*'>"?/ 
r«M «yX*» #ir*y*v«^«i him ■ 
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demnedyfthe prafanehoneurKVfaieh were ad- chap. 
dressed; ataae^m the precincts ofSt.Sophia,to 
the statue <#.,tbe empress. His imprudence 
temptedhisesemies to inflame the haughty spirit 
tf|lfrj)ilifi in fa; reporting, or perhaps inventing, 
tne famous exordium ofjkgs&mton, “ Herodias is 
again furicaat ^f.tplWMti ^lllgi^ . dances : she 

d’ian in- 



it was impossible for 1 
interval of a perfidious tr 




his, confirmed 


Theshcrt 
was employed, to 
the disgrace 

drtdttuin of<the a*ehhishop. ^^Iniimcrous coun- 
jeii of the eastern prelates^ 
a distance by the advice of jf 
the validity, without examining the justice, of 

attachment of bar- 
ifOty, to 

suppress the eirfotkms 1 
vigil of Easter, the solemn adgpsastration of bap- 
tism was rudely interrupted by the so}dii«rs, who 
of the naJt(Ni eitechumens, 
Ifeawfid mys- 
irsachis occu- 
the archiepis- 
to the 
Lefiegds: 
the 




pied the church 
, copal throne. The cat 

aths of Constantine, at 
re they 



| ( Sonanft , i wi, | 
vi ' general term*, __ 
homily, which begin* with words, is w 

jrtiiSd 4s»j Montfaucon, tom. siii, ^ Hem. 

iBectah trio. xi , p. 603. 


hr 


1 
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chap." guards* the bishops, and the magistrates. The 
JSSUL fatal day of the second, and final exile of Chry- 
sostom was markM ^j^^ Cimfl^xtlew of the 
"cathedral, of 
cent 
with* 

the despair of a perswpted faction/ v? 

Eiae of Cicero might clainaisome merit, if his volun- 

Chrysos. ° 

tom, a. d. tary bamsfaiaeiit^pfl^erved the peace of the re- 

404 ,, June p u J,|| c .» Was 

jcetf.ii|iiu>ft>ad olf listening to his humble prdy|j^ 
that he might he, permitted to reside at Cyzicus, 
or Nicomedia, the%flexible empress assigned for 
his exile the rtsmMml 


cusus, am< 


secret hope was enter- 


tained, that the archbishop might perish in a 
difficult and dangerous march of seventy days, ip 
the heatofwp*«er, throu^ ^e^froyipces of 


difficult and da^ 
the heat ofi ssi 
Asia Minor, w& 
by the hostile,* 
more imphicahh 
sostom arrived i 


by the Isaurians, and the 

more implix^e fSry of the monks. Yet Chry? 
sostom arrived h%Jfc fety at the place of his eon- 
three years, whlclj he spfeift 
at Cucusus, ami the neighbourly town j$f A$j& 
bissus, were the last and most gforans ^aSfl PP 
tifp. His^fagEfteter was consecrated KjFyB ftre 


p enough, 

arid the Paschal jipr- .r ^ 

* specious motives (Post Baditmn, c. 13, 

the Iang*8§^jifaB orator and a politician, -wife 
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and persecution ; thefmiiisT>fdiiS adinuiistration chap. 
were notteog remembered ; but'^every tongue xxxn - 
repeated : #j^^%^^i of his “genius and virtue : 
and tbe^TeaBiirtfui attention of the Christian 
l on a desert spot among the 





mountains of Taurus, 
archbishop, wh 



at solitude, the 
invigorated 
frequent 
distant provinces; 
of his faith, 
alleglauce; 
^Phoenicia, 
isle?, of Cy- 

prtis ^ extended his pastoral^^f^ta ^hcwailsgion s 
of Persia and Scythia ; negodwiilifrf his ambas- 
sadors, with the Roman pontiff, and the emperor 

from a partial 


tetfg^wRb the? 

cons 

ftfl adherents to persevere ' 




was still independent ; httt hftiiilffttve body was 
exposed -to the revenge of the pppaFemftn^<i^o 
tlie name J tfi®itfathoritv of 
for the 



^.Twq hundred fiu) fotty^wo ej^atlcs of Chrysostom are 

»ti 11 extant, (Opcrfl, tom. lil, p? - 5 2^- ^$1) ey arc addressed to 
a great variety ntfcnonn li*ah*«w * «pek aupa. 

rigfer to that of Cicero hi l*i& exile. The contain* » 

pftjriuuo narrative *jf the dangers of hi* journey. T'A r> . 

After the Me of Chrysostom, 1*ht.*ephiltis p qfcfohed tfr 'utormmtt 
aii&MmHe volume^agsunst him, in which he perpeiaggfy repeats the 
p«IHfrs^|jp^ujijs ofhmfcWK huroamtatjs* j 

‘ ~ de* 

some 

t adequate: (if possible) to* the ial|^»ie of m 
he inflicted en him. %• «temu, at the request of We 

5 friend 
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chap, instant removal of Chrysostoirt to thf extreme 
XXXI i. d eser t 0 f pityus: and his guards so faithfully 
obeyed their et!QebdlNS^|i|^fiS, tbat*before he 
Hie death, reached the i 
sept. i4. at Coma 
age,,-? 

lys innocence and fljerit. The 
the. East, who might Mush that their predecessors 
had been the enemies of Chrysostom, were gra* 





dually dispo: 
pontiff 

' t! 

of? 

Hu relics years after his 

ras;***™ 

tino pie, 

A- D. 438, 

Jaru 27. ^ -yip1 _ 

S^l^plored, 
rents, Areat 
the 


firmness of . the Roman 


pious solicitation of the clergy 
tantinople, his relics, thirty 
ere transported ffxnft their 
Tfae^m- 



falling prostrate on the 
in the name of his gpUty pa- ’ -i 



t* I* 

^ ^ 

friend TheO 

into Xftthv ^ prd.fiir Capital. L vi.J.p 

*. 5, published by SSttnpifctf. Opera, tom. ii, p. 595, 596, 597. ^ ^ 

k His narnte whs inserted by hw Successor Atticus in the iifptfc* 
ef the church of Constajolluo^le, A. 1). 418. Ten years afterwards 1 y£ 
W was.riperM^feJ^il^ . 'Cyril, who inherited the place,and the/ ^ 
Theophilus, yielded witfc much reiuc y * ^ ** 
See Facund. Hertnimn. I. iv, c. 1* Tlilmoa^M^ B«las* t 
p. 277-283. 

* Socrates*!, Y%.C. 45. Theodoret, 3. v, c. 36. This event ;rec^|C^ 
led the had hitherto refused to aeknpi»ledge^> J 

successors. Bitting his lifetime, the Joanmtes were respected 
«**holicB> at the tree and orthodox communion 
adoaiiy drove them to theb^E 
some accounts, {Baronius, A*li»d. Eccle* 
i ihe emperor was forced to swd a letter of mvl 
»nd e the body of the cerejnedKWS. saint eould be 1 

from Comaba. 
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Yet a Ti^sonable. double Mity her entertained, chap. 
whether hereditary guilt could be 

derived #otn JlT^diu s tohis successor. Eudoxia The death 
was a ybltbg and beautiful woman, who indulged 
l|0pii^and despised her husband : Cow* ^408, 
Jonh enjoyed, at least, v t±psfamiliar confidence 
of the empressHWd'jilSffiw^^iijinamed him as 

The 



husband as an event 
and honourable to himself, t% l 
the. 



fortunate 
family, and to 
infant, by 
ed with the 


■fiats afterwards, Eudoxia* h^Mftidoemof youih, 
was destroyed by the consequences of a iniscar- 

Ith confounded the 
the 




should behold the long and adlpfewus reign of 
her glorious son. The catholics 

of St. ' 


,fWhich avengeddlC^ersecutioti 

^gg^emperor was 

"s* w- *7 1 ■’* • ' •' 1 i. •' ■ 

... » Twirn'K. U t, jh ; *8l& < /Ebs c^t^y of an empress should not 
W^§liip«Udke4; withwit it is astonishing, that 

the wrfte It* 

teed to attack. < We must suppose, that Itte tfj Mp fepa 1 »J 
jMrfv«Wdy read tfnd circulated by (Hist* dei 

m i tom. v; pb 768> i/iwt to*%ant (fee teuitttoa of 


- 


■-S/dtete 1 ? of &&&'&***** was tran^Mrted-H^||tete which 
hi]' huif riiftiimil Ihf of eight tbat 

tfljj&’-tete *unot« detmterf his life, (Baraafes<A. XX 401, N*. 
^Mtx qriffljaiter written in Greek, or perhaps m a ““*** 

•tttetf trittanmrtt* deacons. ^ " 




.accused 


' thirteen years three months 
Radius expired -in the palace 


THE DECLINE .VND F 


chap. <l )e on ]y person who sincerely betriMT the loss 
XXXI I 1 * 

4. of the haughty and rapacious Eudoxia. Such a 

domestic m isfortune afflicted him more deeply 

of, the accused 

* the weakness of thegfoyernment r&hifjftt 

quakes, the conflagrations, the famine, and the 
flights of locustSj’ which the popul|jtr discontent 
was equally 
city efe theaijuilliftf 

fim^l^ of his age, after a reign (ifiwe AWy 
abus#that word|y|f thirteen years three months 
and fifteen dayS»®^lfeadius expired in the palace 

beeU possible to remark one act inn that properly 
belongs to the«jp of te^ceat 'i’lio^to. *•■ % 
- The 

of human prhdwK^^Or^tSElehtial wisdom. Area- 
dins c« M(fe ltli,'Wth anxious foresight, the help- 
less condition pfeiisson Theodosius, whowas no 
of age, the dangerous fac- 
tions of a minority, -and-the. aspiring spuit^if 

9 niiloitDcf L^ve. 8, and Godefroy* Diaftertat. p. 4A7. 

* -le ram *$?, *tG) describe*, in lively r» 

Sar and dcfltrcetl^inarch of tt» locusts, "which *pre«i v^Sark'V clonff' 
between : heaven andeafth, lwtt'th'e Ifmdof 

pa it fr into the Dead S**# arfirpaT t lr 

r 8eU. Persic. 1 J, «. S, Louvrp. ’ ! 


Hi* rap- 
posed tes- 
tament. 


X 
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Jezdegerd, the Persian monarch. Instead of chap. 
tempting the aUegianceof an ambitious subject, xxxiI - 
by the participafcioa ofsupreme power, he boldly 
1 1 magnanimity of a king ; and 
slemn testament, the sceptre of the 
Sft in the hands of Je^jgpgrd^ himself. The 
royal guardian. 





so: fortunately, committed domi- 
nions to the unknown faith of a stranger, ^ rival, 

ice of one hundred 
the dc- 

hated in the eouft^of -Ju^ti 

historian will refuse to epmnn^yUie propriety, 
till he has ascertained the/ratA, of th^t#stopie»fc- 

>i& 

e<piii% 
u, The strange 




must haveattracted their notice 


if um- 


jaa, 1. iv, j^.136, 137. Although he confesses the preva- 
tradition*^ ft&serts that rrocopiuj^t-an J 4 ** ^ ** K “ 1 

‘ tp writl^^fpe^ont (Hist, dies fdp| 


very sen$Krt£ on the merits of ? t)ijs fe 
cl^M^fcs noL-w^ied byjuiy ecclesiasUuii auteur*!/ • 
an£Agtttbj49 ar? pagans. 



m 


« 
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chap. versal silence annihilates the val 
,^ n ', thesticceedingage. •> > 

Admini- ^ The marinas offtemanju rispru 


Ition^of 


JL o! 408- - ; 

«5. emperor ii w fprre s i 




-p&p«rty 


pfaewVtill he had attained, at least,' tW faWt ii pft h 

year of his age. Bt#fhe weakness of Honorius, 
and the calamiti^sof his ceign, disqualified him 

stantinople wouldj ; have obeyed, with less reluc- 
tance, the orders of the Persian; than thoses-of 
the Italian, courts 

■ the empire. of ; 


despise.- Bagajft* ■ aweters 
incapabtetffc#^ Ahe sanction of 

the roj^nawe, -imuskr&$Bire and exercise asr^ 
indepcnde»t;«j|fromy. * The great officers of 
tint - ^$0§0 f^7, wha;h*d beep. appointed 
before tjfafleath of.-AA^ii^^artl^'4» 
cracv, 'which might haveNfisinredthesa. wi ttetft e 


idea of, 
the east 


sire - Was fortunately assumed by 


imUo*. of Mai] 


i; *, -■ ■* .-’■■ ■• 

Aotivemiaa .ws^s *|^%r^nd$^..of 
(ft^^^onstanthut, and ti& gttusd fatheir^. the t^gjry - 
»* ; hi* return frum- the Persia* effibatSj* ^ 

: " ^ w*fc> 


super.® 

minds 


■ 4 1 

tiitks. a^la^ingaBe^ndant - over the chap. 

safety-of the young 1 
^p^^ ^^j^ and integrlty of An- 
yjjpjihr iident firmness sustainedthe 
RpHition of an infant reign. Uldin* 


temped in 


sqdotff - tha^^>-cmirssr:-of‘^s0fimet stoM* 
alone terminate the conquestipf the Huns. But 

tl^^erla^BaiHilers,' obliged ;1 

the Danube : the tribe :||ife&-Scyrri, which 

composed his rear-guard, was almost extirpated; 

opte was protected by a strongsjaafesuie of new 
and more extensivewalls ; the sanm yigUaatcarfr 

: fortattWwas of the 




ceived, ^vhich,i%tbeepace of seven years, would 
hajre secured the conMesj^pfc Danube, by 


WMgtipOintcd ctmarcJ *bct prttorixn prefect of ^ the year 

the pM^cfette about ten psft KaeteAtaaurs and 

“• “■ - ?ypF:“*- 

ix, e. £ ' % siw wine Scym at work apr Mount 
and cherished the vain hope that Mfee Captive* 
nation. 

x CeSL Tb&xL 1 tH, tit, xv u ; !. xv, tit. i v leg. 49. 
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But the Romans lisftl jo |og$g ;be§» ^^stomed 
|o the authority^ amoparcfe, *thafe the firsts 


Character .even among fh&fl 

nistratfcm" Who display^*** 


mstration TT,JV ' 

is5L 

4 "* x .jeaht^der than W^gclf, rcceiveS&R^ 

sixteen, the title Glf&Augusta ; and though her 
favour might to, -sometimes rloudcdhy caprice or 
Intrigue, <?astcrn 

ern P irt? ju »! 

ity .fl£*Jwr tatftfier, and, after hiMieath, tylter 


own name, 
nominal husl 
dence, or re 


" * 


h> the name of jMareian, her 
l^lfcoiu j$rag%u* cither ofjiru- 


rnunicatcd to her sisters Arcadia and 


na, w; 



tors of ^ 

God; -III 


their virginity v 4 o 
ldigat.idn of their solenjtt. vow 


,1 cluplers with «t niagniflceni puvnegj^s. 

of 1» 2, 3) ; and TiJkmnnt f&eniMrfS Kcrf&s- 

mm. xv, ph 17&.1S4) ha* dadi^ea^^p^te 
of St. PuJcheria, virgin olorcl empire^ *.- ^' • - 

* Snid^fl&yt^prta, [>. 68 . iff ffiiifyi * 71 ) Vriil ) ^liil i'iiw|jjm'ifMi 

credit ofONMMStanf, that Pukfterta tftef their 

founder, - 6^PSp>« censed,. wi^Jr : bea^fil 

Pauliqps, and tftr incest * ill* 

v ‘ '^* fcnrtn ' 

^P^OaitlRiv Chro^), some defect nf 
^^rMSd^^jpj^tll^aa^liesIsoMwirs of her rank. **??*, r 


STthe * 
thejf 
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was inscribed on a tablet of gold and gems ; which chap. 
they publhrfy offered in the great church of Con- 
stantinople. Their palace was converted into a 
monastery" ; and all males, except the guides of 
thjs*r#M»science, the saints who had forgotten 
the distinction of sexes-^were scrupulously ex- 
cluded from the holy tffil^Ni^gPulcheria, her 

sels, ferttiedf' a religious they re-' 

nounced the vanity of dress ; interrupted, by 
frequent fasts, their simple and frugal diet ; 
allotted a portion of theii**tiiiijMg works of em- 
broidery ; and devoted severafnours of the day 
and night to theexercises of prayer and psalmody. 

The piety of a Christian virglfi was adorned by 
the zeal and liberality of an empress. Eccle- 
siastical history describes kjie sp len did churches, 
wbfch wereBBillat the expebJ^^Pfelcheria, in 
all the provinces of the EastTnrar“%hantable 
foundations for the benefit of grangers and the 
poor ; the ample donations which she assigned 
for the perpetual maintenance df monastic so- 
cieties ; and the active severf^p#Sh #hich she 
laboured to suppress the opposite heresies of 
Nestorius and Eutyches. Such virtues were sup- 
posed to deserve tb# pecufiWlg|<mir of the 
Deity z and the relics of n|arty r^PP^ll as the 
knowledge offuture events, were Communicated 
in Visions and revelations to the im iwu i ri. «aint. > 


* She was admonished, by repeated dreams, of t displace where the 
Irelka of the jfctjty martyrs had been buried. The grf$^nd had suo 
cessay^lj beiopged to the house and garden of a woman of Constantin- 

yRl. v. e e *$ e ’ 
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chap. Yet the devotion of Puleheria ne^HpHPfed her 
XXXI! ; indefatigable attention from temporal affairs 
and she alone, among all the descendants of the 
great Theodosius, appears 4j)haye inherited any 

i c » *_ ^ 


share ol' his manlj?fpff®t^j^i|filKlfcs. The ele- 
gant and familiar use which she had acquired, 
both of the Greek and Latin languagts, was 
readily applied to the various occasions of speak- 
ing, or writing, on public business ; her delibera- 
tions were maturgSj^veighed ; her actions were 
prompt and ; and, while she moved 

without noise or ostentation the wheel of govern- 
ment, she discr eetly attributed to the genius of 
the emperor, the ling tranquillity of his reign. 

to enjoy a profound and permanent repose. 
Theodosius thefkounger was never reduced to 
the disgrac4fid-Jiecessity of encountering and 
punishing a rebellious 'subject : and since we 
cannot applaud life vigomr, some praise may be 
due to the mildness, and prosperity, of the admi- 
nistration of j jj^p heria. 

The Roman World was deeply interested in the 
education of its master. A regular course of 
study andexWcise was judiciously instituted* of 


Education 
and cha- 
racter of 
Theodo- 
sios the 
younger. 


©pie, to a monaa&ry of Macedonian monks, and tb a church of St. 
Thyrsus, erected by Cjesarius, who was consul A* BiS97 ; and the 
Taetjkaty tut the Relics was almost obliterated. 1 Notwithstanding the 
chatty -ttfcs of Dr. Jortin, (Remarks, p. 234), it is not 

eas 7 **few** Tulchcria of some share in the pious fraud ; which must 
have bttOTHiBMCtcd when she was moro than five and thirtjg'years < 
•f age. * 


> i 
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the military exercises of riding, and shooting ciiap. 
with the bow ; of the liberal studies of grammar, 
rhetoric, and philosophy: the most skilful masters 
of the East ambitiously solicited the attention of 
their royal pupil ; and several noble youths were 
introduced into the paigg& tc^nimate his dili- 
gence by theemulation of fr^idsbip. Pulch eria 

albhe disehar^d the impor^^Eask of instructing 
her brother in the arts of government ; but her 
precepts may countenance some suspicion of the 
extent of her capacity, or of the purity of her 
intentions. She taught him tipi&aintam a grave 
and majestic deportment ; to walk, to hold his 
robes, to seat himself on his ^hyone, in a manner 
worthy of a great prince ; to abstain from laugh- 
ter ; to listen with condescension; to return suit- 
able ans^r^ ; to assume, • serious or 

a placid countenance; in a wqp§% : represent 
with grace and dignity the external figure of a 
Roman emperor. But Theodosius 0 was never 
excited to support the weight and glory of an 
illustrious name ; and instead ^|a$piring to imi- 
tate his ancestors, he degenerHed (if we may 

c There is a remarkable difference between the two ecclesiastical 
historians, who in general hearsay close a resemM^pce. Sozonpten (I. ix , 
c. l) ascribes to Pufcheria the government nf ' ) mill the 
education of her brother ; whom he scarcely cotWpHpfeg to praise. 

Socrates, though he affectedly disclaims all hopes ff favour or fame, 
composes an elaborate panegyric on the emperor, and cautiously sup- 
presses tie merits of his sister, (1. vii, e. 22, 42). l||(|fa&torgius (?. 
xii, c. 7) expresses the influence of Pulcheria in genlfe and courtly 
language, atr&tx&t enfttt&rns *«# ht&vf*#tu Suida* 

(Excerpt, p. 5S) gives a true character of Theodosius ^ind I have 
follow^! the example of Tilleraont (tom. vi, p. 2 >> in borrowing s^s^e 
•^roke^rom the modern C rot Vi. 
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presume to measure the degrees of Ifet&paeity) 
below the weakness of his father and his uncle. 
Arcadius and Ilonorius had been assisted by the 
guardian care of „a lessons were 

enforced by his But the 

unfortunate prince, who ft Do^ifrHIre'. purple, 
must remain a stranger to the voice of truth; 
and the son of Arcadius was condemned to pass 
his perpetual infancy, encompassed only by a ser- 
vile train of wp ca^R and eunuchs. The ample 
leisure, whidffiiSWfuifed by neglecting the es- 
sential duties of his high office, was filled by idle 
amusements, an<§a|nprofitable studies. Hunting 
was the only aetiwPpursuit that could tempt him 

most 

painting and carving ; and the elegance with 
which he tranigribed religious books, entitled 
the Roman eajlsly ror to the- singularepithet of 
C<dligraphe*$$BHi fair ’ 5 ^^srafed firom 

the world>by ift^^mpenetrable veil, Theodosius 
trusted the persons whom he loved; he loved 
those who w niM ii o ccustomed to amuse and flatter 
his indolence ; and as he never perused the pa- 
pers that were presented For the royal signature, , 
the acts;*s§<|f$ustice the most repugaan^Jir&b 
fere frequently perpetrated in his 


emperor himself was chaste, tem- 


charactd 
name. 

aeniMl^Aenl, and merciful ; buH" these qua- 

; «3baL, * 

h can imly deserve " the name of 
when they are supported by courage, qnd 
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regulated by discretion, were seldom beneficial, chap. 
and they sometimes proved mischievous, to man- 
kind. His mind, enervated by a royal educa- 
tion, was oppressed and degraded by abject 
superstition : he fasted, he sung psalms, he blindly 
accepted the miracles amjdoctrines, with which 
his faith w^s coBftinu®^ npufished. Theodo- 

dead and living 
saints of the catholic church ; and he once re- 
fused to eat, till an insolent monk, who had cast 
an excommunication on his sovereign, conde- 
scended to heal the spiritua^irpund which he 
had inflicted/ 

The stoty of a fair and virtuous maiden, ex- Character 
alted from a private condhSoh to the imperial t " reg J en * 
throne, might be deemed an incredible romance, the em ~ 
if such% Ton^fca^jhad, 
marriage of Thetwfosius. 

nais e was educated by her fath#"^Ohtius in the 
religion and sciences of the Greeks ; and so ad- 
vantageous was the opinion which the Athenian 
philosopher entertained of Iris contemporaries, 

‘ .-V.~ 

d Theodoret, L v, c. 37.. The bishop of^e^rrhus, one of the first 
men of his age for his learning and piety, applauds the obedience of 
Theodosius to the divine laws. " 
e Socrates (1. vii, c. 21) mentions feet 
ter of Leontius, an Athenian sophist), 
poetical genius. The most ancient account 
Malala, (part il, p. 20, 21, edit. Venet. 17 


press Eu- 

been verified in the docia, 

Tbi^toatedA^e-^o 0 -^' 



the daugh- 
riage, aud 
is in John 
In the Paschal 

Chronicle, (p. 311, 312). Those authors had piobabSy seen original 
pictuf&s of the empress F.udocia. The modern j&onara s , Ce- 

Idremia, Stc. have displayed the love, rather tha^Bfotaent, of fic- 
tion. From Nicephorui, indeed, I have ventured^ assume her age. 
The writer '6t a romance would not have imagiacfyjihfiX. A thenars 
wa^tear twenty-eight year? old when she inflamed the heart of a 
yjyfbg empetot* 
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chap, that he divided his patrimony bet\ffeii his two 
sons, bequeathing to his daughter a small legacy 
of one hundred pieces of gold, in the lively con- 
fidence that her beauty and merit would he a 
sufficient -porticwt%*;^py^^^^^n'd avarice of 
her brothers soon compelledliilhenais to seek a 
refuge at Constantinople ; and, with some hopes, 
either of justice or favour, to throw herself at 
the feet of Pulcheria. That sagacious princess 
listened to her eloquent complaint and secretly 
destined the da»gi|pr of the philosopher Leon- 
tius for the future wife of the emperor of the 
East, who had now attained the twentieth year 
of his age. She ea||y excited the curiosity of her 
brother, by an io^msting pjetore^ t^p charms 

nose, a fak.«5^pexrc^ .golden lock-, a slender 
person, a graceful demeanour, an understanding 
improved by st udy - , and a virtue tried by distress. 
Theodosius, cbnqpiled behind a curtain in the 
apartment of h i pster, .was, permitted to behold 
the Athenian virgin : the modest youth imme- 
diately declarefi his pufe and honourable love ; 
and the royal nuptials were celebrated amidst the 
acclamations «PI|ic capital , and the provinces. 
Athcnais; who was easily persuaded to renounce 
the errors of paganism, received at her baptisni 
the Christi an j ame of Eudocia ; hut the cautious 
Pulcheria upheld the title of Augusta* till the 
wife of Theodosius had approved her fcaitfulness 
by the Iri^'bf a daughter, who espoused, fifteen 
ycafs||||ey'& - ards, the emperor of the West. TChe 

, V 
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brothers of Eudocia obeyed, with some anxiety, 
her imperial summons ; but as she could easily 
forgive their fortunate unkindness, she indulged 
the tenderness, or perhaps the vanity, of a sister, 
%r promoting them to the rank of consuls and 
prefects. In the luxury .of the palace, she still 
cultivated t^pse jagei^^ts ai^,. which had con- 
triluit^.4Q^^"g|reatnes9^^^ wisely dedicated 
her talents to the honour of religion, and of her 
husband. Eudocia composed a poetical para- 
phrase of the first eight books of the Old Tes- 


tament, and, of the prophetae g of Daniel and 
Zachariah ; a cento of the verses of Homer, ap- 
plied to the life and miracles of Christ, the legend 
of St. Cyprian, and a panegyric on the Persian 
victories of Theodosius : and her writings, which 
were applauded by aseryile and superstitious age, 
have not been disdained b]|^|fe^yQdour of im- 
partial criticism/ The fondmiSfwtim emperor 
was not abated by time and possession and Eu- 
docia, after the marriage of her daughter, was 
permitted to discharge her grateful vows by a so- 
lemn pilgrimage to JerusalemfjjHer ostentatious 
progress through the East inay seem inconsistent 
with the spirit of Christain humility : she pro- 
nounced, from a throne of g<dd and gems, an 
eloquent oration to the §enateo£^^l^;declared 

f -Socrates, L ! vii, c. 21.- Photius, p. 415-420. The Homeric 
cento | it still extant, and lias been repeatedly the claim of 

Eudocia id that insipid performance is disputed bp&fce critics. See 
Fabriciu^' Biblioth. Gr«c. tom- i, p. 357. The 9<mia y a miscella* 
twons dictionary df history and fable, .was compiled by another empresa 
of name of Eudocia, who lived in the eleventh century ; a nd the 
nof is still extant in manuscript. 
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royal intention of enlarging^jl % r alls of 
% the city, bestowed a donative of two hundred 
pounds of gold to restore the public baths, and 
accepted the statues, which were decreed by the 
gratitude of Airfeiodbi Land, her 

alms and pious foundations the muni- 

ficence of the great Helena; and though the 
public treasure might be impoverished by this 
excessive liberality, she enjoyed the conscious 
satisfaction of returning to Constantinople with 
the chains of St^llifer, the right arm of St. Ste- 
phen, and an undoubted picture of the Virgin, 
painted by St. Lukg. g But this pilgrimage was 
the fatal term of th#, glories of Eudocia. Satiated 
with empty pomp, and unmindful, perhaps? 

aspired to of the eastern empire"; 
the palace was distracted by female disCord ; but 
the victory was M last deckled, by the superior 
ascendant ofctt^rljister of Theodosius. Th£ exe- 
cution of master o&iheoffices, and 

the disgrace of Cyrus, pretorian prefect of the 
East, convinced the public, that the favour of 
Eudocia was insufficient to protect her most faith- 
ful friends ;,and^he uncommon beauty of Paulk 
nus encouragecf jthe secret rumour, that his guilt 
was that of a successful lover. h As soon as 

g Baronins ^Eccles. A. D. 459, 439) is copious afttl florid ; 

but he is accusfed^f placing the lives of dijferetit ages on the same 
level of authenticity. - - ^ 

fc of the disgrace of Eadbcja^’l imitated the 

< a ().i, e. 21), and count Martelfeiiis, (tU Chron. 
A. D. ^M ^p 4-.444V The two authentic dates assigned b| 


- 


b|#the 
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empress perceived that the affection of Theo- chap. 
dosius was irretrievably lost, she requested the 
permission of retiring to the distant solitude of 
Jerusalem. She obtained her request ; but the 
jealbo&y of Theodosius, or the vindictive spirit of 
Pulcheria, pursued b erj& dicr last retreat ; and 
Saturninus, eqtm^tbf ^^|omeittBS, was directed 
to punkh^i^rteath twd i^fesiastics, her most 
favoured servants. Eildocia instantly revenged 
them by the assassination of the count ; the furious 
passions, which she indulged on this suspicious 
occasion, seemed to justify ^fc||^rerity of Theo- 
dosius; and the empress, ignominiously stript of 
the honours of her rank, 1 was disgraced, per- 
haps unjustly, in the eyes tit the world. The 
remainder of the life of Eudoeia, about sixteen 
years, ^|^^t m eidfe^pyl ^vot ion ; and the 
approa^f^rage, the dealh'^oH^dosius, the 
misfortunes of her only daughter, who Was led a 
captive from Rome to Carthage, and the society 
of the holy monks of Palestine, insensibly con- * 
firmed the religious temper of her ipind. After 
a full experience of the vici||i£tides of human 
life, the daughter ^of the philosopher Leontius 
Expired, at Jerusalem* ih the sixty-seventh year 
of her age ; protesthtg,^i^5l^J^g breath. 



, . /.J* , 

tetter, overturn a great part of the Greek fiction* $ a n& the celebrated 
stotf ef the apple, See. is fit only for the Arabian Nights, where some 
thing not very unlike it may be found. 

1 Prison*, (in Excerpt. Legal. p. 6$), a con^tjwaary, and a 
courtier, dryly mentions her pagan and Christiaff names, without 
adding any of honour or respect. r 

« - ; ) % 
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r; chap, that she had never 

l innocence and friendship.* 

j The Per- The gentle mind of Theodosius was never 

i A^ixm. inflamed by the ambition of conquest, or military 

j renown ; and the Persian war 

i scarcely interrupted the tran^Ky of the East, 

j The motives of this war were just and Honourable. 

3 In the last year of the reign of Jezdegerd, the 

supposed guardian of Theodosius, a bishop, who 
■ aspired to the crown of martyrdom, destroyed one 

of the fire-temp^^ Susa. 1 His zeal and obsti- 
nacy were revenged on his brethren : the Magi 
excited a cruel persecution ; and the intolerant 
zeal of Jezdegerd was imitated by his son Vara- 
ranes, or Bakram, who soon afterwards a^nded 
j the throne. who 

| escaped to- frontier, were sternly 

j demanded, and generously refused ; aft the re- 

i fusal, aggravated by commercial disputes, soon 

! kindled a war between the rival monarchies. The 

[ * mountains of jte^enia, emd the plains of Meso- 

! * v: ' ■ ‘” 

* For the pilgrimages of Euddeia, and her long residence at 
Jerusalem, her devotion* alms, &c. see Socrates, (1. vii, c. 47)» and 
| Evagrius, (L i* c. 20, iL 22). The Paschal Chronicle may some- 

times deserve rtg&riflld, in the domestic history of Antioch, John * 
Malala becomes a writer of good authority. The Abb£ Guen^e, in 
j a memoir on the fertility of Palestine, of which I have only seen an 

| extract, calculates the gifts of Eudocia at 20,488 pounds of gfl®& 

! above 800,000 pounds sterling. 

1 Theodoret, e. 39. Tillemont, Mem. Eccies. tom. xii, 

p. 356-364. Awetnanni, Bibliot. Oriental, tom. iii, p. 396 ; tom. 
iv, p. 61. Theodore t blames the rashness of Abdas* but extols the 
constancy of t^s martyrdom. Yet I do not clearly understand the 
casuistry which prohibits our repairing the damage which we have 
unlawfi^^^Erunitted. 
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polamia, were filled with hostile armies ; but the c haf. 
operations of two successive campaigns were xxxn# 
not productive of any decisive or memorable 
events. Some engagements were fought, some 
tow»& were besieged, with various and doubtful 
success ; and if the .Romans failed in their at- 
tempt to recover the {d^dost possession of Ni- 
sibis»dho P#sians were from the walls 

of a Mesopotamian city, by the valour of a mar- 
tial bishop, who pointed his thundering engine 
in the name of St. Thomas the apostle. Yet the 
splendid victories, which the incredible speed of 
the messenger Palladius repeatedly announced 
to the palace of Constantinople, were celebrated 
with festivals and panegyrics. From these pane- 
gyrics the historians'" of the age might borrow 
tfeeir extraordinary, and, perhaps, fabulous, tales; 
of the proud challenge of a ^rian hero, who 
was entangled by the net, and despatched by the 
sword, of Areobindus the Goth? of the ten thou- 
sand Jmmartcils, who were slain in the attack of 
the Roman camp; and of the hundred thousand 
Arabs, or Saracens, who wefe« impelled by a 
panic terror to throw themselves headlong into 
the Euphrates. Such events may he disbelieved, 
or disregarded ; but the chawiy fC# bishop, 

Acacius of Amida, whose name nii|tif have dig- 
nified the saintly calendar, shall not be lost in 
oblkion. Boldly declaring that vra$s of gold 
and silver are useless to a god who Neither eats 


♦ m Socrates <L vii, c. 18 r 19, 20, 21) is the best author for the 
Person war. We may likewise consult the three Chronicies r tJK' 
F^Kal, and those of MsrceUinus and 

^ V 
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chap, nor drinks, the generous prelate sold the plate 
™ ^ ie church of Amida; employed the price in the 

redemption of seven thousand Persian captives ; 
supplied their wants with affectionate liberality; 
and dismissed the*n to in- 

form the king of the true spmtWtbereligiQn which 
lie persecuted. The practice of benevolence in 
the midst of Avar must Sways tend to assuage the 
animosity of contending nations ; and I Avish to 
persuade myself, that Acacius contributed to 
the restoration peace* In the Conference 
winch was held on the limits of the two empires* 
the Roman ambassadors degraded the personal 
character of their sovereign, by a vain attempt 
to magnify the extent of hi§ pow^r ; r |vhen they 
seriously by a 

timely the wrath of a monarch, 

who Avas yet ignorant of this distant Avar. A 
truce of one hu^red years Avas solemnly ratified ; 
and, although tte revolutions of Armenia might 
threaten the pfiillc tranquillity, the essential con- 
ditions of this treaty were respected near four- 
score years by the successors of Constantine and 
Artaxerxes. r 

Since the Rtifhan and Parthian standards first 

ndcd be- * 

tween the encountered on the banks of the Euphrates, the 
kingdom of Armenia 11 was alternately oppressed 


Persians 
«nd the 
Romans*. 


• ; 

“ This aecounlfcf the ruin and division of the kingdOhn of Ar- 
menia is taken from the third book of the Armenian history of Moses 
of Chorene* Deficient as he is in every qualification of a good his- 
torian, his local? information, his passions, and his prejudices, are 
*trong||;j^r6ssIve of a native and contemporary. Procopius (de 
Edific^^pxiii, e. i, 5) relates the same facts in a very different 
manner ; but I have extracted the circumstances the most pAbabte 
m themselves, and the least inconsistent with Moses of Chore ne 
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by its formidable protectors; and, in the course chap. 
of this History, several events, which inclined the 
^balance of peace and war, have been already a. n. un- 
related. A disgraceful treaty had resigned Ar- 4t0 ‘ 
menia to the ambition of Sapor ; and the scale of 
Persia appeared to preponderate. But the royal 
race of Arsaces impatidiBysu |g|jjited to the house 
of Saasajn ; Ahe turbulenwft ajfe asserted, or be- 
trayed, their hereditary independence ; and the 
nation was still attached to the Christian princes 
of Constantinople. In the beginning of the fifth 
century, Armenia was divide djby the progress of 
and faction and the unnatural division 
precipitated the do wnfal of thatancient monarchy. 
Chosroes, the Persian vassal, reigned over the 
eastern and most extensive portion of the coun- 
try; while the western province acknowledged 
the jurisdiction of Arsaces, supremacy of 

the emperor Arcadius. After trie death of Ar- 
saces, the Romans suppressed the regal govern- 
ment, and imposed on their allies the condition 
of subjects. The military command was dele- 
gated to the count of the Armenian frontier ; the 
city of Tlieodosiopolis p was built and fortified in 

* The western Armenians used the Greek language and character* 
in their religious offices ; but the use of was pro- 

hibited by the Persians in the eastern provind^tf^K^ were obliged 
to use the Syriac, till the invention of the Armenian letters by Mes- 
in the beginning of the fifth century, and the subsequent ver- 
sion oC the bible into the Armenian language ; an event which relaxed 
the connection of the church and nation with Coiu^iithapple. 

p Moses Choren. L Hi, c. 59, p. 309 and p. 3^8. Procopius, de 
* Edificiis, L, iiS* c. 5. Theodosiopolis stands, or rather stood, about 
. thirty- 
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a H,01 5 situation, on a fertile and lofty ground. 
"* lltar the s0l!rces of the Euphrates; and the de- 
pendant territories were ruled by five satraps, . 
whose dignity was marked by a peculiar habit of 
pld and purple. The less fortunate nobles, who 
amented the loss of their kirf^, an( ] envied the 
honours of their equals, were provoked to nego- 
tiate the ii peace and pardon at the Persian court ; 
and returning, with their followers, to the palace 
of Artaxata, acknowledged Chosroes for their 
lawful sovereign. About thirty years afterwards, 
Artasires, the nephew and successor of Chosroes, _ 
fell under the displeasure of the haughty and* 
capricious nobles of Armenia; and they unani- 
mously desired a Persian of . 

an unworthy 

Isaac, whose siwfion they earnestly solicited, is • 
expressive of the character of a superstitious *' 
people. He deplored the manifest and inex- ! 
cusable vices of Artasires ; and declared, that he A 
should not hesitate to accuse him before the tri- * 
bunal of a Christian emperor, who w ould punish, , y 
without destroying, the sinner. “ Our king,” 
continued Isaac, /’is too much addicted to licenr- 
“ tious pleasures, but he has been purified in the ; 

“ holy waters of baptism. He is a lover of £ 
“ women, but be does not adore the fire ■ 



“ elements: <He may deserve the re 
“ lewdness, but he is an undoubtedr^ttholie|iA> 
“ and his faith is pure, though his Jpj^ners'al^^: ' 

■M , ^ 

thirty-fitfc fcplcs to the east of Arzeroum, modern 
Turkish jS&nia* See d’Anville, Geegrapfafe Ancierme? 
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u flagitious. I will never consent to abandon 
w my sheep to the rage of devouring wolves; and 
M you would soon repent your rash exchange of 
“ the infirmities of a believer, for the specious 
m 4 Ativtes of an heathen. 5,q Exasperated by the 
firmness of Isaac, A e ^ igetious nobles accused 
both the king and th^Drchbbhop as the secret 
adhertnts "bf%he emperm^^SB absurdly rejoiced, 
in the sentence of condemnation, which, after a 
partial hearing, was solemnly pronounced by 
Bahram himself. The descendants of Arsaces 
were degraded from the royal dignity/ which 
they had possessed above five hundred and sixty 
years;* and the dominions jpf the unfortunate 
Artasires, under the new and significant appella- 
tion of Persarmenia, w ere reduced into the form 
of a province. ' This usurpati^k£xc ited the jea- 
lousy of the Roman gov ernrndHP^tet the rising 
disputes were soon terminated by an amicable, 

s Moses Choren. 1. in, c. 63, p. 316. According to the institution 
•f St. Gregory the apostle of Armenia, the archbishop was always 
of the royal family ; a circumstance which, in some degree, corrected 
the influence of the sacerdotal character, a $d united the mitre with 
the crown. 

1 A branch of the royal house of Arsaces still subsisted with the 
rank and possessions (as it should seem) of Armenian satraps. See 
Moses Choren. 1. iii, c. 65, p. 321. % 

* Valarsaces was appointed king of Armera|gt^Jfig brother the 
Parthian monarch, immediately after the defeardf Antioch us Sidetes, 
(Moses Choren. 1. ii, c. 2, p. 85), one hundred and thirty years 
before Chiist. Without depending on the various and contradictory 
periods of the reigns of the last kings, we may hr annirnl, that the 
ruin of the Armenian kingdom happened after the council of Chalce- 
don, A. 0* 431, (]. iii, c. 61, p. 312); and under Veramus, or 
Bahram, king of Persia, (L iii, c. 64, p. 317), who reigned from 
A." 0^420 to 44& Sec Assemanni, Bibligt. Oriental. tom* iii, p. 296- 
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chap, though unequal, partition of the ancient king- 
xxxil <j om 0 f Armenia ; and a territorial acquisition, 
which Augustus might have despised, reflected 
some lustre on the declining empire of the young- 
er Theodosius. -* - 
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